Pean IMOCMOTPEII Ha Poana co CTPAaHHBIM BRIpAXKEHHEM JINIld, €TI0 II0CJIIaHnue OBITI0 O4YEBUOHBIM.

-"TsI mpocTO 00s13aH ORI 3TO CHENATE..."

Poan mouyBcTBOBas ce6s1 6ecioMomHbIM. He To 4TOOH OH MOT IIpefcKa3aTh, 4YTO YOUKUCTBO 3TOTO
yeJioBeKa IpUBefeT K 3ToMy. TeM He MeHee, Y HUX He ObIJI0O BpDEMEHM XKaJloBaThCs, TakK KaK I'oJioC
Cuctemnul CamouBeta [lyIy 3X0M OTAABaJICS B UX I'OJIOBaX.

[[TonoxeHnue MMnepuu ¢ KaxabIM THEM CTAHOBUTCS Bce Oosee u 6oyiee CTOKHLIM. Ha maHHbIH
MOMEHT BOJIHBI, KOTOPHIE OHA BHI3BIBAET, HE OIIYTUMBI [t OOJIBIIUHCTBA, HO 9TO HE MPOMJIUTCS
MHOTO j1eT. CTaphlii UMIIepaTOpP He MOXKET PEUIUTh, KTO YHACIeOyeT TPOH, YTO [ejaeT Cyanoy
Hmnepuu 6oriee HeMpencKa3yeMoH, 4yeM OHa NOoIKHa ObITh. FIMIepus HyXKaaeTcsl B KOM-TO, KTO
MeHCTBUTEILHO TOTOB 3aIlMINATh ee U MOAJepKUBATh MUP Pafy ee Hapopa.]

[Iens: [Tomous npuHniecce Kanuue CacaMuil 3aHSTh TPOH. ]

[Bpems mns 3aBepiieHus: HeorpanudeHHo. ]

[Harpapma: 20000 OukoB Cynb05t.]

[Harpapa ABToputera: I1aTh YpoBHEH. |

[TutynpHas Harpama: Cnacutenu Cyns6rr Mnepun. ]

[YcnoBusa Heymaum 1: [Ipyroit MMnepatop unu uMmepaTpulia 3aHEMaeT TPOH. ]

[YcnoBus Heymauu 2: Kanuna Cacamun Ymupaer.]

[Haka3aHue 3a Heymady: YHUUYTOXEHUE X035€B.]

Pean 1 PoaH ObBLIM OIIIEJIOMJIEHEL.

-"9T0 mepbMO JEeUCTBUTENBHO MTOSIBUNIOCH U3 HUOTKyHa!"

OHM yKe OXKHIaIH, 4YTO 3TO OyIeT 4TO-TO CII0XKHOe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Ha3BaHKe KBeCTa
"IIpeeMCTBEHHOCTh UMIIEPUK" ONIPEeIeHHO 3By4asio rpaiauo3H0. OQHaKO OHM HUKOTTa He oyMalli,
YTO 3TO OYHET YTO-TO HACTOJIHKO HEJIETIOe, KaK 3TO.

-"Cectpa Op0, B 9TOM HET HUKAKOT0 CMbIcTIa! Mbl ¢ PoaHOM BCETO JIUIIH KYJIbTUBATOPHI
®opmupoBanusi OcHOB. UT0, YepPT BO3bMHM, CUCTEMA X0UeT, YTOOLI MBI cenanu? He uMeeT 3HaUYeHHUS,
Kak {1 9TO BUXKY. ITOT BHE3aIlHbIM CKA4YOK B TPYIHOCTSX He [OJIXKeH CIIYYUThCA ¢ Hamu!"



Poan He MOT He COrIaCUThCH.

-"OH npasB! M=l efBa 3HaeM 9Ty fgeBywKy Kanuny! ITouemy, yepT Bo3bMH, CructeMa CamonBeta [lymu
CBsi3ajia HacC C Hel TakuM o0pa3oM? Bo-mepBEIX, XOUET JIX OHa BOOOIIE OBITh UMIIEePATPUIIEH?
ComueBatocs! Cectpa Op0b, TH HOMXKHA YTO-TO caenaTth! OUYeBHUOHO, YTO CUCTEMA IIBITAETCS HAC
youTn!"

[3aTkHHCH! I HE UMeI0 K 3TOMY HUKAKOIr0 OTHOLIeHHs! Pa3Be BH He BUAENHU, UTO CKa3aja CUCTeMa?
910 6811 CrphITHIN KBecT! OTO 03HaYaso, 4YTo gaxe s COBEPIIEHHO He 3Halla O eT0 CYLeCTBOBaHUHU.
4 yxe roBopusa BaM, 4T0 O0JIbllle TOX0XkKa Ha TOMOITHUKA. ¢ Majio BIIKSI0 HA pPelleHs CUCTEMHI.
Ecnu He X04elrb yMUPATh, JIydille IIOgyMai 0 4eM-HuOyOb. ]

[Ognaxo...]

Buumanve Peana u PoaHa cpa3y Xe IPUBIIEKIIO €er0 BHUMAHUE.

-"OpHako? OgHako 4To? He coepkuBalics, IPOCTO CKaXKu HaM."

[Hy, s Tak:Ke myMaro, 4TO 3TOT BHE3AIIHBIA BCIJIECK TPYOHOCTEH 10 CPABHEHUIO C TEM, UTO BBl AejIalu
paHbllle, CITUIIKOM Hepa3yMeH. Ho ecTh ofHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO S 3HAI0 HaBepHsKa. CucTeMa
CamorbieTa [IyIId HUKOTTIa He BREIIYCTUT 3aJaHue UITH MUCCHUIO, KOTOPBIE HEBO3MOXKHO BBITTOJTHUTS.
I TOTO, YTOOBI OH OTKPBIT 3TOT KBECT, 3TO 03HAYAET, YTO MOJIKEH OLITh CII0OCO0 3aKOHYUTH €ro.]

[KpoMme TOTO, TH BEOb 3TO BUfel, He TaK nu? HeT HUKaKUX OrpaHUYEHUN II0 BpeMEHHU. ITO O3HAYaeT,
YTO Jaxke CUCTeMa He 3HAeT, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU MoTpebdyeTcss UMIIepaTopy, YTOOH IPUHSTE PelleHre
0 CIedymolleM IIpeeMHUKe. |

-"AAA... xpeH TaM! [laii MHe ogymarTh."

PoaH ycmnokouscst ¥ Hayasn o0QyMbIBaTh coiepkKaHue 3afanus. Kak O6bl eMy He X0Te0Ch, OH 3Hall,
YTO NIPOAOJIKEeHNe XKalob HU K YeMy He IIpHBefeT.

-"ECTh HECKOJIbKO MOMEHTOB, CKPHITEIX B co0bmeHuu CucteMel CamonBeToB [lymiu. Bo-mepBrIxX, 3TO
BOJIHEI, BEI3BaHHBIE HEPELINTENIBHOCTLIO UMIIepaTopa. B HeM roBOpUIIOCh, UTO 3TH BOJIHEL HE
BOCIIPHHUMAIOTCSI TEMU, KTO HaXOOUTCS BHE Kpyra ViMIiepaTopCcKou ceMbU. OTO O3HAYAET, YTO
CUTyalus elle He JOCTUTIa KPUTUYECKOM TOUKHY, KOTa UMIlepaTop OyaeT BEIHYKAEH IPUHSITh
pelleHue.

-"BTOpOii MOMEHT-3TO "He MPONJIUTCSA MHOIO0 JIET", & 3TO 3HAYMUT, YTO Y HAC ellle eCTb MHOTO BpeMeHU
[0 Hadaja HacTose 60pbOsl 3a TpoH. Cyas 1o TOMY, YTO CKa3ajla CUCTeMa, ¥ 110 TOM nHpOpMaLuH,
KOTOPYIO MBI TIOJIYYUIIU OT Baney, Bce IPUHIIL U IPUHIIECCH BCe elrle COOMparoT COI03HUKOB. M3
IeBSITH MOIYMHEHHHIX KJIAHOB TOJIBKO [Ba BHIOpanu Gpakuuio J0 3TOr0 MOMEHTA.



Bo BpeMmst mompoca PoaH paccnpamuBan Baney 000 Bcex MOTUYMHEHHBIX KJTaHAX BOKPYT
HimmepaTtopckoi cembu. [leBsaTh Knmanos Ovimu Camukui, JlaBun, Tapas, ®oyn, Cycyme, [lekaco,
MamnTun, Ilopem u Basun. Base cka3an uM, 4To ux KjiaH CaMUKHUII BCTYIIUI B COI03 C IIEPBBEIM
npuHIeM, JlamapecoM. YTo KacaeTcs BTOPOTO, TO KJlaH BaBUJI IpUCOEOUHUIICS K ISTOMY IIPUHILY,
Canasrio.

Bcex ocTanbHBIX CeMU KJIaHOB IO-ITPEKHEeMY ObLTM HEPELIUTEIBHEL O TOM, YTO OHU [JOJIXKHHI fleflaTh. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, COI03 C HENIPaBUIbHOU CTOPOHOY NPUBERET K MHOTOBEKOBOMY IIOJABIIEHUIO KJIQHOB U
HmnepaTopa, IPOTUB KOTOPOT'0 OHYU U3HAYaIbHO BEICTyNaNu. ENMHCTBEeHHAsA IPUYKHA, 110 KOTOPOU
OHU He OBUIM YHUYTOXKEHE!, 3aKJII0YaeTCsl B TOM, UTO OHU Bce ellle ObUIX YacThio cun Mmmepun. Ho
HUKTO U3 HUX He XOTeJl BHITaCKMBaTh KOPOTKYIO Maiky. Bemb pe3ynbTar OygeT HaIpPsSIMYyIO CBSI3aH C UX
coOCTBEHHOM foJeit pecypcoB Umnepuu.

-"B-TpeThux, cucteMa 3asBuia, 4yTo VMmnepun HyKeH KTO-TO, KTO AEeMCTBUTEIbHO TOTOB 3allUIIaTh ee
Y TIOAMIePXUBATh MUP. [I71 MEHST 9TO CaMBIi KPpUTUYECKUM MOMEHT. Boiblile BCero MeHst 6€CITOKOUT
CKPBITHIY 38 3TUM CMBEICIL."

Pean u cectpa Op0 pacTepsiauch.

[[Touemy? MHe 9TO KaxKeTCs TOBOJIbHO SCHBIM. |

Pean kuBHYyII.

-"To xe camoe. Llenb cocTouT B TOM, 4TOOB TOMOYL KanuHe 3aHATh TPOH. [IpyrUMU CJI0BaMH,
Kanuna rotosa 3amuiate UMmepuio u mogaepKuBaTh B Hell Mup. Hy, MUD [0 TaKOU CTENEHH, [0
KaKO¥ MOXKEeT [IOUTH KyJbTUBAIMOHHEIN MUp. [0 cpaBHEHUIO C 3eMyiell 9TOT MUP HUKOTHA He Obl
MUPHBIM."

[Bepuo? 4 ToXe Tak xKe gymarto. ]

YcnpiaB 3ty cnoBa, Poan QeIpKHYII.

-"MamoThl. 9TO He UMeeT HUKaKoro oTHolIeHus K Kanune. Xots s He yBepeH Ha 100%, s, mo KpaiiHen
Mepe, Ha 90% yBepeH B TOM, 4TO myMato. [Ipo6iema 3meck B TOM, UTO CHCTeMa MOTJIa BHIOpaTh
moboro 13 0ojlee Pa3BUTHIX IPUHIEB UK npuHnecc. C KoMMyHUKallMOHHOM cucTeMoii PeaHa u
HaIllUM TalaHTOM, XOTS U TPYOHBIM, MBI B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CMOXK€eM IIPHUCOEIUHUTHCS K OMHOU U3 UX
CTOPOH. ITO 0O3HAYAEeT, UTO 3TOT KBeCT Oy[eT HaMHOI'O Jierde BHIIOJIHUTL. Pa3Be BBl He COTJIaCHBI?"

Cectpa Opb u Pean kuBHymu. Hy, TonbKo PeaH, MOCKONBKY y cecTpbl Op0b He OBIIO TOJIOBHI, HO TEM He
MeHee OHa Coryacuiiach ¢ PoaHoM.

3areM PoaH pOmOIKUIIL.



-"TTockomnbKy crucTeMa Bribpaa KanuHy, 3T0 MOXKeT 03Ha4aTh TOILKO OJHO. Bce ocTanbHbIE
BIIUSITEIIbHbIE TTPUHITE U IPHUHIIECCH TOXKEe CUMTAIOT, 4TO MMmnepus Xpoel mpeacTasiseT co6oi
yrpo3y! IIpocTo oHM He TakK I'POMKO TOBOPST 06 3TOM, Kak [lepBeiit mpuH, Jlamapec!"

_IIAX! n

[Ax!]

HetictBuTenbHO. CucTeMa CamouBeToB [IylIu XoTesa, 4YTOOb KTO-TO MOAAeP&KKBal MUp B UMnepuu.
Ecnu OBl y KOT0-TO U3 APYTUX BIUATENbHBIX HACIeMHUKOB OBIIIO TaKOe XXejaHue, OblyIo OB ropa3mo
mydule nonpocutsk Peana u Poana nomous uM, a He Kanuae. OgHAKO 3TOr0 HE MPOU30LUIO0. ITO HE
rapaHTUPOBAHO, HO 3TO, BO3MOXKHO, 03HAYaJI0, YTO BCe OHU COTJIaCUIIMCh C Ufleed UMEeTh [IeJi0 C
HWmvnepuen Xpon.

Poan mo0aBuI elle OMHO 3aMeYaHHue.

-"9T0 TakXKe 03HAYaeT, YTO Tellepb Mbl 3HaeM, IT0YeMy uMIepaTop Konebiercsi. CKopee BCero, oH
3HAEeT, 4TO BCe ero JIy4lllne HacJIeMHUKYU pa3fesisaii CX0Xue B3TIAAs Ha MMmnepuio Xpor.

U tyT PoaH KoOe-4TO 3aMeTulL.

-"A, nmoHsiTHO... [Toxoxe, cectpa Op0 Bce-Taku He omubnack."

[Koreuno! {1 HuKoOrma He omubaiock... Kctaty, B ueM s He omu6i1acs?]

Ptel Peana v PoaHa mepHynuce.

-"Hukorga He ourubalt cBoio 3agHuIly! Pa3Be MOXKHO OHITH elrle 6oee 6€CCTHIIHBIM?

[Xm!]

PoaH cHOBa YCIIOKOHUJICA U ITPOOOJIZKHUII.

-"HeBaxxHo. BHI cka3anu, 4TO CCTeMa HUKOTA He JaeT HEBLIIIOJIHUMOTO 3aJaHus UM MUCCUHU OIS
3aBepIIeHus. ITO Ta YaCTh, Ie T Oblaa MpPaBel. TOTBKO YTO S Y3HAJI, THe HAaXOOUTCS Hallla
cepebpsHas mopkinagka. KoneuHo, st Mory u omubaTbesi. OMHAKO s BIIOJIHE YBEPEH B CBOEH
rumore3se."

Pean Obis1 60/I€€ YEM CYACTIUB y3HATH, YTO, II0 KpalHEN Mepe, eCTh BHIXO.

-"B yem memno?"



3aTeM PoaH 00BSICHUIL.

-"Cypms 1o ToMy, 4TO CKa3asl Bajie, uMIepaTopy 0CTajaoCch XKUTh Henoiro. OqHaKo peys UOeT O
yygoBHile ¢ 6e3yMHO BEICOKOM KyJbTuBalMen. ETo "He [Monro" onpeneneHHO HAMHOTO OOJIbIIe, YeM Y
OOBIYHOTO YeJioBeKa "He JOoJNro", a 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO EMY ellle IPEICTOUT IIPOXKUTEL TOBOJIBHO MHOTO
sieT. Jloka3aTenbCTBO 3TOr0 TaKKe HaXOOUTCS BHYTPH "He TakK MHOIO JIeT", ynoMsaHyToro B [lonckax
Cucrtemnl Camo1BeToB [ly1iu.

-"B mio6om ciydae, 3T0 He TnaBHOE. CyTh BOIlpoca 3[eCh B TOM, YTO MMIiepaTop He MIPOKUBET OJIT0
C TOYKU 3peHUS IIPOAOJIXKUTEIbHOCTH XXKMU3HU BEICOKOYPOBHEBOT'0 KyJIbTUBATOPa. II0CKOIBKY
HWMnepaTtop yKe 3HaeT, YTO BCe ero IPUHILL ¥ IPUHIIECCH C IOTEHI[MaIOM UMEIOT OAMHAKOBbIN
B3I Ha MMmeputio Xpos, mouyemy OH KoneOneTcs BeIOpaTh omHOro u3 Hux? CHavasa s mogyMaria,
YTO OH HE MOT PEIINTh, IIOTOMY YTO OHU OBIJTU ITOXOXKHU.

-"Ha camom pene 310 Bce ellle mpaBaa. [I0CKOIBKY BCe OHU OIMHAKOBO AyMaT 06 MMnepuu Xpon,
HmnepaTop elie He BhIOpPan HU OMHOTO U3 HUX. OfHAKO MpUYKMHa ero KonebaHui Oblyla UHOM, YeM g
aymait."

-"Tebe He KaxeTCs 9TO CTPaHHBIM? MEI yKe 3HaeM, YTO [IePBHIY U [ATHI IIPUHIIEI TaJIaHT/IUB U yMEH.
YuuTsiBas, HaCKOIBKO OIM30K K cMepTy MMmepaTop, mouyeMy OH IIPOCTO He BEIOpasl OFHIO U3 IBYX?
Ecnu OB IeJ10 HOIIJIO 0 CpakeHui, OH MOT OBl IIPOCTO 3aCTaBUTh UX COPEBHOBATHCS, UTOOH! PEIINTS,
KOro BhIOpaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH Bce erme MMmnepaTop. OgHAKO OH 3TOT0 He chesai."

Tomnpko Torma PeaH moHsmI cMBICH cI0B PoaHa.

-"Ax! d nonsan... UmnepaTop... He X04eT HanagaTh Ha Vmnepuio Xposi. Mbl He 3HaeM, BUOUT JIX OH B
Wmnepuu Xpon yrpo3y unu HetT. Ho, 110 KpaiiHell Mepe, OH He CUMTAET, UYTO CTOUT HauMHATh BOMHY

IIPOTUB HUX. BO3MOXKHO, OH faxe OpyxkuT ¢ MMnepatopoM Mmmepuu XpoJjl Uix 4TO-TO B 3TOM POJE.
Temneps s moHUMal0, T0YeMy Bare mpomgonkai Ha3klBaTh €0 UOXOTCKUM UMIIEPATOPOM. "

Poan kuBnyII.

-"BoT uMeHHO! 9TO TakXKe MOOBOAUT HAC K T'TaBHOMY ITYHKTY HAIlero 3afaHus. YToOk TOMOYb
KanvHe B30UTH Ha TPOH B KaUeCTBE UMIIEPATPUIIBL. ITO MOIJIO O3Ha4YaTh TOJIBKO OOHO. MMmepaTop
JXKIOET MOSIBJIEHNS albTePHATHUBEI, KOT0-TO, KTO F'OTOB BHIIOIHUTE €0 IIOXKEeIaHWs MUPHOTO
cornameHus. B rnazax Cucremsl Camorsera [lyiu npuHnecca CacamMurl C II0JI0BUHOU POLOCIIOBHON
HiMmiepaTopcKoi ceMby XPOJI - uAeanbHbIM BEIOOD. IIpexme BCero, oHa U3 TeX, KTO aOCOIIOTHO He
JKenaeT BOWHBL. M3-3a 9TOT0 MBI 3aCTPSIU 3[I€Ch C 3TUM MTapHEM..."

B xon1e koH1os PoaH moxaj miedaMu.

-“Hy, 9TO BCE TeOpHs, HO s BCE 2Ke JYMAIO, YTO CTOUT XOTHA OBl HOHpOﬁOBaTB. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Ha
OPYI'OM KOHII€ HAaC XKOET TOJIbKO yHI/I‘-ITO}KeHI/Ie.II



Pean He BO3pazKail, TOBOPA.

-"9T0 He UMeeT 3HauYeHUs. ITo OyeT Mo MeHbIIel Mepe afickas moe3naka. OmHaKO MaJeHbKUH IITaHC
BCe Xe B HECKOJIbKO pa3 JIy4lle, 4eM HUKakoro!"

[[Toxoxke, MHe G0JIbIIIe HEe HYKHO Bac Mog0aapuBaTh.]

-"Tloxkanyiicra, He Hago. CKopee BCero, BCe CTAHET elre Xyxe."

[BBI mefiCTBUTEILHO HE 3HAETe, KaK CO MHO# oOpalaThes. ]

Poar mpournopuposai cectpy Op6 u ToCMOTpeNT Ha IPUHIECCY. Y Hee Bce elre OBUI0 TPYCTHOe
BEIpAZKEeHUE JHIla, Korga Maraka ycrnokauBan ee. OgHako y PoaHa ITpoCTO He XBATHUIIO TEPIEHUS
BBIC/TIIUBATH BCIO 3Ty 4yIllb. OH MPUABUHYJICS K HEH BIJIOTHYIO U ... ..

*Bax!*

HHYJ'I KaJ'II/IHy B 3a[], 3aCTaBUB €€ yIIaCTh JIMIIOM Ha 3€MIJII0.

-"XBaTUT TPaTUTh MOe BpeMs. Kak Twl coOupaenibcs ctaTh MmepaTpuilel ¢ TakuM OTHOIIeHueM?"

Pean u Manaka cMoTpenu Ha PoaHa IIMPOKO OTKPHITEIMU Ti1a3aMi! X0OTs oHa U He Oblla TaKon
BaXKHOM ITPUHIIECCOM 10 CPABHEHUIO C IPYTUMH, OHa BCe ellle OblyIa KeM-To ¢ FiMIepaTopcKom
KPOBBIO, IOHUMAEIIh?

KanuHa, TOMBKO YTO CHEBIIIAs HEMHOTO Ir'pda3u, BCKOYHUJIA B IIPUCTYIIE HpOCTI/I!

-"Mo-Tr1! THI CMe€IIb THHATH npuHueccy ummnepuu Cacamun B 3am?"

Ho umeHHO TOrHa OHa 3aMeTHIa CTpaHHBIfI CMEICJI B IIPEOBIAYIINX CII0OBAX Poana.

-"Tlogoxau! Umneparpuna? O 4eM Thl TOBOPHUIITE?"

Poan nocmotpen Ha Kanuny, kak Ha unroTky. Hy nagHo, oH, HaBepHOe, U 0 3TOT0 CUUTAJI ee
UIMOTKOM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OH (PBRIPKHYJ ¥ CKa3aJl, KakK Obl KOHCTAaTUPYs PakKT.

-"Papyiics! ITotomy uto 51, [ToBenmutens CMepTH, moMory Tebe cTaTh cienyoilei MMmneparpuiesi!
HeT HyXnar! 6naromapuTh MeHs."

Pot Peana cmerka gepHyscs. I1o KakoW-To IpUYKHE 3Ta ClieHa HallOMHMIa eMy 00 O0HOM COOBITHUHY U3



IIPOIIJIOro, KOTOPOE OH IIPEAIIOYe]l OBl 3a0BITE...
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