I'nmaBa 23: KTo XKUBET B JIecy.

3Bepb yKe TOTOB OBII COKPATh MTOCIIEIHET0 OCTABLIEr0Cs necopyda. fd xoTen OBIIO 3aKPHITH I'J1a3a,
HO Yyepe3 MIHOBEHME B IPOMEXKYTOK, OCTABaBIIMHUCS MEXK/IY 3BepeM U eTo J0o0kIYeli, BOH3UIIACh
CTpena.

Bonk cpenan mar Ha3af, Mocje 4ero SAPOCTHO 3aphIdal Ha KOI'0-TO B JIECY.

YTo Takoe, B 4éM meso? § mMHTancs MOOHSThCS, MBITANICS TIOBEPHYTH TOJIOBY, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH, UTO
TIPOU3OIILTIO.

“$1 He O3BOIIIO HUKAKOMY I'PsA3HOMY 3BE€PI0, HUKAKOMY HEYECTUBIY OCKBEPHATEL 3TO mecTo.”

4, Maruyeckuil 3BePh U YyIOM CIIaCEHHHIN JTIeCOPYO CMOTPENH Ha BHIXOASIIETO U3 JIeca MYXKUHUHY C
OJIMHHBIM JIYKOM B pyKe. Ero Teso 3amuiiana 3ejieHas KoxkaHas OpoHs, ogexkmaa 1 00yBb ero ObUIH
I[BETa BECEHHETO JIeca, JINII0 KPacuBO 00pPaMJIsii cepeOpPUCThie BOJIOCH, CITYCKABIITHECS €My [0 IIjied.

OH MenneHHO TPUOIN3UIICS, OTTSHYB TETUBY M0 NIpefesa, ¥ Iepka Marudyeckoro 3Bepsi Ha MYIIKE.
Y TonbKo TorMa S yBUAET OJIMHHBIE 3a0CTPEHHBIE YIIIN ITPUIIeIbla.

[Tnems 316G 0OB.

4 3apgepkan gpIXaHUe.

9TO Xe TO caMoe JiIereHAapHoe IJIeMs, 0 KOTOPOM I'OBOPUTCS BO MHOXKECTBE JIeTeHf!

[Tnems, XuBIIEe B Yallle jIeca, JeTH IPUPOME], OHH MOTYT IPOKJISICTh YeI0BeKa, OTYEr0 TOT HUKOTHa
He BrIOepeTcs u3 neca u 6ymeT 00peyéH yMepeTh CPefy IePeBLEB.

“ITo-moxarnyiicTa, IOMOTUTE MHe.”

[TocnegHu# OCTABUIMKUCS B KUBBIX IIPECTYIIHUK YMOJISA CIIaCTU €My KU3Hb.

Ho, x ero youBieHuto, U3 jieca B €T0 HallpaBIeHUM BRIJIETENIA €IIE€ OHa CTpea.
“ThvI, HeUECTHUBEI], KaK CMeeIllb Thl IPOCUTh HAC CIIacT Tebs?”

3HauuT, 371b( OB 37I€Ch HE OIHUH.

Bckope BCIo MOSTHKY OKPYKUIM 3/IbQH C TyKaMu B pyKax. Ha miepeBbsx ,B KyCTapHUKE, TI03ai1 MEHS
— ux OBIJIO He MeHblIIe OBaALaTH.

OHM pa3HUIUCH 110 IBETY KOXKHU, HO ofexK/a 1 OPOHS y Bcex Obljia TOTO XKe I[BeTa, YTO U IIEPBOTO
IJIMHHOYXOTO.

XoTsI TIepBHIN U3 KX MIJIEMEHH, BHITYCTUBIIKY CTPeITy, 3aBiafieNl HallluM BHUMaHHeM 0e3pa3fiebHo,
MBI HE MOTJIA ¥ BOOOPa3UTh, UYTO UX 3AECh TaK MHOTO.

“Kapu. Yto 6ymeMm nenats7”
Cropocui ToT cpeOPOBOIOCHH BOUH, UTO CTOSIJT TO3aX MEHSI.

“Ecnm Marvdeckuil 3Bepb IPOCTO TUXO-CIIOKOWHO YUALET, TO OTIIYCTUM €T0 C MUPOM.”



CYJIH I10 BCeMYy, TOro, 4TO IMOABUIICA II€PBLIM, 3BaJIA KapI/I

Maruyeckuil 3Bephb, faxe HECMOTPS Ha TaKOe MHOXKECTBO OKPYKUBIIUX HAC IETEH jieca, He
[IBUTAJICSI C MECTa, IIPOJO0JIKasi TPO3HO CKAJIUThCH.

HuKTO 13 HUX He IIEeBENJICS, JIUIIh HEKOTOpEIE U3 SHB(i)OB HATAHYJIN JIyKH, OEJISCh B BOJIKA.

“Thl Maru4ecKuii 3Beph U [NOMKeH IIOHUMaTh 4To TeOe ckasanu. [IpocTo yxonu. Y MBI OTITyCTUM
Tebs.”

Kupa-caH OTIyCTUII TETUBY U CTPejia BOH3UIACh PSIIOM C JIalloM BOJKa.
Kapu He ObIsI TOX0XK Ha CHUIaya, HO CTpesa IpoJjieTesa Tak OBICTPO, YTO S ¥ He 3aMEeTHUIL.

Ho marmyeckuii 3Bephb, flaxke CIIbIIIa Ipeaynpexnaenre Kapu, mpogoKkan CKaTuThCSI U PeIYaTh Ha
anbda.

Maruudeckue 3BE€PU KOBAPHEI, MHOTHYE U3 HUX HAMHOI'O YMHEE TTofen.

OH He gBUTAJCS, faXe HECMOTPS Ha OTPOMHOE KOJIMYeCTBO MPOTUBHUKOB. OH YTO, CUUTAET, YTO
cymeeT yOUTh BCeX 3TbGHOB?

HamnpsixkeHue pa3nuBaioch B BO3AYXeE.
4 681 x0TEN, YTOOH ANIUHHOYXME o0enunu. Ecnu HeT — TOorga MHE KOHell.

A miocrie, moxanyucTa, yoepuTe KIS, IOTOMY YTO OJIEBOTHHA BCE €III€ TIJlaBaeT Y MEHS BO PTy. PaHb
Ha TeJle, 0c0OeHHO Ha IJleye, Kyoa BOH3UJIACh CTPeNia, Tak 60enu, BCE CIIOBHO XKIJI0 OTHEM. {1 He
MOT IIOLIEBEIUTh IPaBOU PYKOU.

“WNuoro nyTtu HeT.”

KTo0-TO Havasn gBUraThCH.

Maruyeckuil 3Bepb HaIIpsarcs.
[INUHHOYXUY HaTAHYJ TETUBY OO Ipefena.
“Bce BB, IIpo1IIy, cerdyac ke npekKpaTure.”

W xorpma oguH M3 MJIeMEeHHU yKe OBIJI TOTOB BBICTPEIUTh M IIPUKOHYUTH BOJIKA, S YCIIBIIIAI 3HAKOMBIN
ronoc. Ha nmonguy npunuia MucTtpais.

OHa OykBasnbHO cITycTUiach ¢ Hebec. C TUXOM 3ByKOM MuUCTpasb IpU3eMIIuiIach Ha 3€MJII0, CIIPHITHYB
C BEPXYIIKX OJHOTO U3 NEPEBLEB.

Ho 1o GbI7I0 He coIIecTBHE BCEIpoInalolneli 60rMHY Ha Hallly TPeIIHyIo 3eMJTio, MuCcTpahb Ibinana
JKaXKI01 KPOBH.

“Vx. [Ipuniecca Muctpans.”
Haxmypuncs Kapu-cas, olieIOMJIEHHB BHE3aIIHLIM IIOSIBIEHHEM MUCTDAJIb.

“Kapu-moHo, noxainyucra, OIyCTH CBOU JIyK.”



“H-10.”

MucTpanb-caH TOBOpHUJIa BEKIIMBO, HO €€ aypa yXkKacaJa.

Iaxke HECMOTPS Ha 3T0, Kapu-caH Melkas, TJISAs TO Ha 3Bepsi, TO Ha MeHs, TO Ha Jiecopyba.
“O, Maru4yeckuy 3Beps, U T, I0XKaIyiCTa, IIOCIyIIal MeHsd.”

Maruyeckui 3Bepb BHUMAaTENIBHO CMOTPEN Ha Muctparsb. I[locne TUX0 3apbidai U ChEXKHUIICH.
OH momxKaJt XBOCT, CJIOBHO cobaka. OmnpenenéHHo, MucTpaib-CaH MMyraja BojJKa 10 YEPTUKOB.
¢IBHO OH He 3a0bl/I IEPBYIO BCTPEUY C HEM.

“IIpobGneMa He B MarmdeckoM 3Bepe. OH necy He Bpefusi, I03TOMY, oXKajyiicTa, OyabTe K HEMY
MUJIOCTUBEL. VMK yMaeTe, YTO €CNIA OTIIYCTUTE €r0, TO CTapUK, YTO KUBET B Jiecy, OyOeT HEJOBOJIEH,
B 9TOM BCE€ [efo?”

“Ho oH no4TH UCIOPTUJI YUCTOTY Jieca KPOBbIO HeueCTUBLa.”
BEIKDUKHY KTO-TO U3 3/1b(a.

“MHavye HUKAK CIACTHU 3TOT'0 MaJibuMKa OBIJTI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Marudeckui 3Bepb BCET'0 JIUIIIh ITHITAJICS
cracT oHoy.”

Muctpans yka3ana Ha MEHs.

9, Maru4eckKuu 3Beph IBITAJICA MEeHs cracTu? [Jo MeHs He cpa3y AoLio. Pa3Be 3T0 He TOT XKe BOJIK,
YTO IOCTOSIHHO IIpecyiefiloBal MeHS Ipexpe?

A mociie MucTparsnb MOKOIOTHIIA €T0 U3-3a 9TOr0. BEIo ObI CTPAHHO, eClid OBl OH MUTAJT KO MHE
KaKue-TO TEIJIbIe YyBCTBA.

MucTpanb KpUBO YCMEXHYJIACh, TS Ha MEHS.
“Cnepsa HaM clefyeT IPOMBITh TBOU PaHHL.”
MucTpans OpuHSIach Pa3BA3biBaTh MEHS.

“II-nomoxpurte, [IpuHniecca Muctpasib. Bel cKa3any, 4TO MarudyeCKUy 3Beph MBEITAJICSA CIIaCTUA 3TOr0
MaJIbYHKa, HO KTO OH Takou? OH OBIJ CBSI3aH B Yallle JIeca, BCE ero Tejo B paHax.”

MucTtpans 3aHEManach MOMMHU PaHaMH, He OTBIIEKasiCh Ha ciioBa Kapu-caHa.

OH BBITAILIUIA KIS ¥ 5 CMOT IIPOIIOJIOCKATh POT BOMIOM, M30ABUBIINCE OT 9TOT'0 THUIIOCTHOTO
IIPUBKYCa.

“Tebe O6ymeT 60JIbHO, HO ThI BHIIEPKUIIIb, TH XK€ MYyXKUMHA.”
MucTpasb BHTALMIA CTPEJTY U3 MOETO IjIeya.

Bomb Ha CEeKyHMy 3all0JIOHKUIIa BCE MOE CYIIECTBO, HO BCKOPE BCE OBIIIO KOHYEHO. MUCTpasb BTUpasa
YTO-TO B MO€ IIJIeYO0.

Ox, KaK XOpo1IIo.



“Ilp, npuniecca Muctpais.”

[Tpogornxkasa He obpamiaTh BHUMaHus Ha Kapu-caHa, MucTtpasb jieunia MOU paHbl, TUX0 BTAPas B HUX
COILIUBYIO ITaHALE!0.

He 6ymy mymathb 0 TOM, 9TO 3TO COIUIX ApakoHa, 6yay mymaTh, 4To MuUCTpasb BTUPaeT B MEHS
IIOPOTOe JIEKAapCTBO, XOTh OYZIeT He TaK OTBPATUTEJILHO.

Bce 30HB(1)BI 1 Maru4ecKuu 3BE€Pb MOJI4a XKOaJik, II0Ka MI/ICTpaHL 3aHHMaJlaCb MOMMH PaHaMH.

MucTpanb CIIOBHO TOBOPHJIa «BHl BCe MONOXKMAETE», a €€ aypa Obllla TaKOM, YTO HUKTO He XOTell el
TIePEeYHTh.

MucTtpans, 06paboTaB MOY paHH, IOJHSIACh Ha HOTH U ynbOHYnack Kapu-cany.
“Cnacubo 3a oxuganume.”

VM, 0a, UM [IeHdCTBUTEIbHO IPHUIIIOCh IOI0XKAaTh. YTO M0 MeHs, TO 51, KOHeYHO, ORI paf, 94To
MucTpanb Ipeanoysia 3aHITbCSI MOUMH PaHaMy, HO OIMHHOYXHeE, MOJIXKHO OBITh, PA303JIUIHUCE.

“H-HO KTO 9TOT MaibyukK? [loyeMy MaruyecKuii 3Bepb MBITAJICA CIIaCTU ero?”
Cnpocun Kapu-casn. MucTtpans IpoTsHyJla MHE PYKY, IIOMOrasi IIOTHSATHCS.
“9Tto0 Mo OynyIuit Myx.”

Oo00x, OHa MPOU3HECHA 3TO, HEe 3aMeIIKaBIINCh HU Ha MTHOBEHUE, a S TIOBECHJI TOJIOBY M 3apHesics OT
CMYILIEHHUS.

“9, uto!?”
Bce amb¢b yIUBIEHHO BO33pUIUCh Ha MUCTpab.

“MarvyecKuil 3Bepb 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS 3TUM MaTbYMKOM ¥ cliegun 3a HuM. OH HU B KOel Mepe He
cobuparscs eMy BpeguTh.”

[Tpousnecia MucTtparsb, IPUCTAILHO M0 Ha BONKa.
TOT IOCTOAHHO KUBAaJl.

910 mpaBpa? Kak-To TpymHO moBepuTh. Ho, KaxkeTcst, OH CcTall ropa3no 06ojee MOCTYIIHLIM I10CTIe
IIPEeNofaHHOI0 OOHAXKAEl €My YPOKa, U Tellepb OH CMOTpPeJl Ha MucTtpaib MOKOPHO, IOAXKaB XBOCT.

Onbdrl OB CUIBHEL, @ OH UX He 00SIJICs, HO IPU 9TOM HCIyrajacs Muctpaiib, 3Ha4uT, MucTpab
CHUJIbHEe UX BCeX BMECTe B3SATHIX?

Kak cTpaiHo...

“M-myx!?”

XO0Tb ¥ HEMHOTI'0 3aI103[aio, Ho Kapu-caH CMOT OTpearupoBaTh Ha OIIEJIOMUTEIbHOE U3BECTHE.

“3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO! YTOOH BEICOKOUTHMAS MPUHIIECCA IPAKOHOB CTajla XKeHOM KaKoro-To YyejioBeka...”

“HeseposTHoO....”



“H nmoyeMy oHa BrIOpana 3Toro pebeHka.”

Bce 4seHbl IIeEMeHH YOUBIEHHO IIeperoBapuBajIuch Mexknay co6oii.

“9rtoro 1oHOIY 30ByT JOpHea. Ctapuk y4uut ero Tanmy Knveaka [I[pakoHa Ha MIIACTOY MOJsgHe.”
Bce ogHOBpEMEHHO MOCMOTPENN Ha MEHS.

“BBICOKOYTHUMBIN APAKOH YUYUT IIPOCTOTO YEJIOBEYECKOr0 MajbuyiKa TauHOU TEXHUKe?”
“BepHO, OH pelIus, YTO TapeHb He JIUIIEH TajlaHTa.”

“I[TormMar. 3Ha4MUT, OH COBCEM He 00ObIUeH.”

Kapu-caH IO#OIIEN KO MHE U MMPUCTAIbHO Ha MEHS TOCMOTPET.

MeHs cMyIaeT Takoe BHUMaHUE.

4 gyyBcTBOBAJ ce6s TOBAapOM, KOTOPHEIM B TAaHHHBIA MOMEHT OIl€HUBAIOT.

“XMM, HY TOria OCTaBUM JpHea-AoHO MucTpaib-CaH ¥ OTIIyCTUM Marudeckoro 3seps. Ho MbI He
IIPOCTUM 3TOr'0 HEYECTHUBIA.”

3aKOHYMB MEHS 0CMaTpPUBaTh, Kapu-caH IOBEPHYJICS U ITOCMOTPEN Ha Jecopy0a, MoJjidya CUASIIETO Ha
3eMIie.

XMM, 51 TOJIBKO 4YTO IOHSJ, 4TO OyATo OBl 3HAIO 3TOTO YeJIOBEKa.
“OHU Halla/Iv Ha ero OyLly CIUPUTAYECKUM UCKYCCTBOM.”
[IpowenTana MHe Ha yX0 Mucrpars.

3HAYUT, OHYU UCIIOJIb30BaIM AYXOBHOE MCKYCCTBO. KaxeTcs, 371b(Bl MHOT'O YET0 MOTJIM BHITBOPSITH C
OYLION YeJI0BEYECKOH.

HaBepHo, ero myury napanu30Bai.
“OcTanbHble TPoe B jiecy, 0e3 CO3HAHUS, HO KUBHL..”

“KaxeTcsi, TOnbKO ofuH ycnel coexkaTh. Ho, CKopee Bcero, o opore OH ye CTOJIKHYJICS C OPyTroi
cuioun..”

HeckonbKo AMMHHOYXUX IIPUBEJIA TPOUX CBI3aHHBIX J1€COPYOOB.
“Temepb MBI MOKEM BO3BpaIiaTscA..”
Kapu-can ¢ Mucrtpais 0O0HOBpEMEHHO KUBHYJIN.

Mozxels UOTH, CKa3ana MucTpanb Marn4eCKoMy 3Bepio, MaxHYB PYKOH. BOJIK HepeuIuTeIbHO IOIIEN
¥ BCKOP€ PaCTBOPHUIICS B JIECY.

MucTtpans, mepKa MeHs 3a PYKY, IIOBejIa MEeHs B JIeC.

Kapu-caH, unymuii B ApyTyi0 CTOPOHY, TOBEPHYJICS KO MHE.



“MyXK IPHHIECCH OPaKOHOB, IPUXOOU B HAIly NEPEBHIO, KaK BHITAAET MUHYTKA.”
4 mocmoTpen Ha Kapu-caH, yIUBIEHHBIH €T0 HEOXKUIaHHEIM IIPUTJIAIIeHUEM.

OH x0J107HO yiBEI0ascs, TTISAsS Ha TO, KAK MbI YXOIHM.

HaBepHoO, 0H 4TO-TO XOTEJI MHE CKa3aTh, HO, MOXKET, 3TO MHE IIPOCTO IOYYAUIIOCE.
MucTpanb, CyOs 1o BceMy, He 0COOEHHO TPEBOKMIIACh Ha Cet CUET.

OHa yKe 3ajieyusa MOIO PaHy OT CTPEJIb TaHalleel, HO II0 BCEMY TeJIy OCTaBa/IUCh eIlé MeJIK1e
ITapaIXHBl, MHE OBITIO O0IBHO [aXKe MPOCTO UATH.

Ho 51 He MOT TOKa3kIBaTh CJ1a00CTh Mepen TUIoM MUCTpasb, oceMy $ €N, IPeBo3Moras O0b.

Mg miu moya. Ho mmocre Toro, Kak OTOIINA OT SJ'II:(l)OB Ha JOCTATO4YHOE paCCTOsIHHUE, MI/ICTpaHB
OCTaHOBHJIACh U ITOCMOTPENIa Ha MEH.

“IIpoctu meHa.”

[TpousHecna Mucrpasb, TOPLKO yNIbI0ASCh.

“37? 3a 4To TH M3BHHSeIbCI? f OnarogapeH Tebe 3a TO, YTO THI IPUILJIA CIIACTA MeHs.”

¢ OBl B 3aMeIIaTeNbCTBe. MUCTpaIb He 3a YTO IIepefo MHOUM U3BUHATHCSA — TakK g CYUTAl.

“Hert, s HA caMOM fOene omolnana. Ha 3TOT pas g CHOBa 01mo3fana, Korjaa Thl 0Ka3aJiCsad B OMacHOCTH.”

MucTtparsnb noBecusa rojiosy.

“O uéM TH? Pa3Be He MucTpane MeHd cnacna? U ceiluac, u Torga B pyuHax, s JXKUB TOJIBKO
Omaromapst MucTpanb.”

910 npaBpa. He mymato, 4To Torza B pyuHax 51 OB cyMes yOUTh MPOKJIATOrO B YEpHOU OpoHe. [la 1 Ha
3TOT pa3, eciu O6b1 MuUcCTpasb He MOSBUIACh, KTO 3HAET, YTO OBl CO MHOM CHeJany 3TU AJINHHOYXUE.

Tak yTo BUHUTH MucTpasnb MHe ObIJIO He B UEM. §1 TIHITAJICSA €€ YTEeIIUTh, YTO HEOXKUIaHHO €€
pas3037uo.

“A B0OO1IIE, TH IIOCTOSTHHO BCTPEBAEIh B HENIPUSITHOCTU. Bynb 61aropa3dymHee, IMoKa He
IIOB3POCeeb.”

“BombHO.”

OHa ygmapuia MeHsi. MTHOBEeHME Ha3aj] OHA I'PYCTUIIA, a TeIeph 3MUTCSI. Kak JIerko y Heé MeHseTCs
HaCTPOEHHUE.

“A Korfa IT0B3POCIIel0, MOXKHO OyIeT BCTPeBaTh B HEIIPUSATHOCTH?”
Y cHOBa s ouryTui Ha ce0e BCIO TSIXKeCTh e€ THeBa.
Kaxk 60nbHO.

[Tomaxsp maHaIeen U CBOIO TOJIOBY.



M&I ¢ MucTpanb IPOROIKUIN UATH 110 JIeCy, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO B TJIa3aX MOUX CTOSITIH CJIE3BI
0omu.
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