He cMoTps Ha BCIO ee HCKPEHHOCTD, 3TO OBIJIO CIMIIKOM kKeCToKo. CKa3aTk, 4YTO OHa Onlyia OBl paga
YbEer-TO CKOPOU CMEPTH.

— BrI He ymMpeTe {10 KOHIIa TopadoIeHus.

Bripaxenue nmuna Pydyca cTano emre MpadHee.

— OTKyza THl 9TO 3Haellb?

— HY, S IIPOCTO 3HAlO, — OTBETHIIA C YJ'IBI6K0171 CIIy2KdHKa, HEPBHO I1049€CaB 3aThIJIOK.

Pydyc ynuBneHHO mocMOTpen Ha Hee. [InITanach Iu OHA yTEIIUTh ero?

OnHako, ee croBa He gocturnu uenu. Ckopee, oHU 0Ka3anu obpaTHblit apdekT. Heyxkemnu oH,
[BOPSIHYH, BBITJISIIENT HACTOJIBKO JKAJIKO, YTO JIaKe CITy’KaHKa ero JKajieeT?

— He Buxy Huuero 3abaBHOro. Pemnuia mocMesiTbCs Halo MHON? — BBITUTIOHYJI OH CJIOBAa KOJTIOUUM
TOHOM, TJI[s Ha [AEeBYIIKY.

JIUno ciyKaHKYU BCIBIXHYJIO OT CMYIIEHUS.

— Her, Huuero momo6Horo. Ha camoM ferne s... — IOCIeOHUE CJI0Ba OHA efiBa Hp060pMOTaJ'[a.
HGBYI.HKEI IIOCTIEIITHO OTJISIAEeNIach, CJIOBHO 60SICh, UTO KTO-TO MOXKET ee YCIIBIIIATE.

Y6enuBmrch, 4TO OHa U Pydyc ObUIM e fMHCTBEHHBIMU, KTO OB TOGIM30CTH, NEBYIIKa JKECTOM
nogo3saina Pyodyca:

— Ilo3BosbTe Balle yxo.

— XM.

Y Pydyca He GblsI0 Ipyroro BeI60Opa, KpoMe Kak “3fgaTh 6eccTpacTHHIM 3BYK. OHa Gblyla 0COOeHHOM
CIIy>XKaHKOM WITH TETepb BCE CIYTH MPUKA3BIBAIOT JTIOISIM BOKPYT?

9T0 OBIIO HACTOILKO HEJIeTIO, YTO OH JaxkKe He MOT IIOCMEeSITLCS Hajl 9TUM, YTOOLI He Pa303JIUTECA Ha
Hee.

— IIpoury, cKOpee, 3TO NEACTBUTEILHO BaXKHO!

[leByllIKa, BCe ellle gepxKa B pyKax MeTIIy, TOHYJIa HOorou. Hy 4To XXe, JaBauTe IIPOCTO BBHICIYILIAEM,



4YTO OHa XO4eT PpaCCKa3arTk.

OTtyasBmuiica Pydyc HaKIOHUIICS K HEl.

— OTO CeKper...

CnyxaHKa BCTaJla Ha IBIIOYKY U Tpubnusuia ryoul K yxy Pydyca:

— ...Ho Ha camoM pene 1 — CBsaras.

CssaTasa?

Ot ee cnoB Pydyc 3amep.

Casras unu Vi3bpaHHasi, KoTopas TBOPUT 4yHeca.

BomnbmuHCTBO CBSITHIX TPOSIBIISTIIOT CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH C paHHEro Bo3pacTa. [Toce aToro CBsThie
TIOTIAAl0T O] TOKPOBUTEIBCTBO KAaKON-HUOYOh 3HATHOM CEeMbH MM IIOYUTAIOTCS B XpaMe.
HekoTopele maxe CcTanu 4IeHaMH KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbBH.

CBSITHIE CUMTAIOTCS PaBHBIM OBOPSAHAM, ¥, HACKOJIEKO 3HAII PY(I)YC, OHHU 3aHMMaJIi BEICOKHE IIOCTHI.

Kak oH MOT ITOBEPHUTH B TO, UTO 3Ta CiIyKaHKa Obla CBITOM?

— Tol myTHLIb?

— Yto0? Her.

— Thl Befib HE CNTy2KaHKa, He Tak nu? Ecnu Ovl TH Oblla HacTosIed CBsiTOM, 3aueM Tebe paboTaTh
TyT? Wy Xe TH IPOCTO NPUTBOPsAELIbCs CBATOU?

— f He MOr'y BaM OTBETUTb.

CryXaHKa [TOBEepHYJIa 'OJI0BY.

— Torpga st Tebe He Bepio, — Pydyc QriprHy.

CnyxaHKa BHITTIIie]Ia HEMHOTO Pa304apoBaHHOM Pydycom, KOTODEIM He TOBEPUTI €€ CII0BaM.



— BrI 04eHb HEeJJOBEPYHBEI. XOpOH.IO, g OOKaXy BaM, 4TO 4 — CesTasl.

[eByIIKa HAaKOHEI-TO OTIIYCTHJIa MeTIIy, KOTOPYIO iepXkaJa, ¥ oBea Pydyca, B31B ero 3a pykas.

Hemomaneky oT gBoplia IpuHIlecChl COPOUI HaXOOUICST HeOOIbIIOM CKIaM, KOTOPEIM II0Ih30BaJIHUCh
IBOPIIOBEIE pabouwe.

Tak Kak IpHHIIeCCH He OBIJIO BO OBOPIIE, celyac CKJaf IIyCTOBal.

— CMOTpI/ITe BHHUMATEJIBHO.

[TpuBens Pydyca K manmbHel 4acTH CKJlafa, cliy’kaHkKa cHsna ¢GapTyk. bByaro 6b1 9TOr0 OBIIO
HEOOCTATOYHO, OHA IIPUHSIACh PACCTETHBATh CBOIO BEPXHIOK OEXKY.

— Y-yTO TH Oenaelb?! — B3BOJIHOBAaHHEIM BHE3aIIHHIM pPa3fieBaHueM CITyKaHKH, Pydyc nmokpacHen.

Ho JEBYIIKa He ITPOOEMOHCTPHPOBaJIa HA MaJIeUInero IIpHU3HAKA CMYIIEHUT.

— BrI cKasamnu, 4TO He BEPUTE B TO, UTO 1 — CBsATasA. A Tenepb CMOTPHUTE.

Osna crerka CIIyCTHUJIa BEPXHIOIO OOEXKOY U ITOKa3alla Py(bycy CBOE€ IIJIeYO0.

Ee meuo 65110 IIOKPBITO HEOOBIYHBEIMH OTMETHHAMH.

— Jt0!..

Pydyc Huxkorna He BcTpedan CBATOr0, HO BCe Ke CMOT y3HaTh UX Cpasy.

910 OBIT Y30P, KOTOPHIMA OH BUOEI COTHU Pa3 B KHUTAX 110 UCTOPHH.

3nak M30paHHOTO.

9T0 OB 0COOBIY 3HAK YeloBeKa, OTMeTHHa bora.

— Tol... CBaTas, — Pydyc noTpsiceHHO cMOTpeN Ha ciayXkaHKy. — Ho Kak ke Tak? [Touemy CBsiTad,
KOTOpas HOoKHA ObITh, KAK TOBOPAT, OLHOM U3 CaMBIX YBaXKaeMbIX U II0YNTaeMbIX JII0Nel B
KOPOJIEBCTBE, METET IIBLIb B KOPOJIEBCKOM ABODLE?

Ho peByiika nuiib nokavasa I'OJI0OBOM.



— 4 ¢ camoro Havaia ropopuia BaM, 4To s — CBsitasi. Beimo 66l 3aMeYaTeIbHO, eCu OBl BBl
TIOBEPHUJIU MHe Cpa3y, He mpaBaa nu? Torga MHe He MPUILIIOCh OBl CHUMATh OfeXK Oy, — IIPOoBOpYasIa
OHa, HayaB OJ]eBaThCH.

Ho Pydyc He paccnrliman ee Clos.

— A KaK e TBOSI Marus’?

— IIpoctute?

— Kakyto yHUKabHYI0 Maruio T HCIOnb3yelb? Kakas y Te0st cmocobHoCTh? Kakoe 9ymo Th
MOXKEIIb COTBOPUTL? — Pydyc oOpyIum Ha JeBYIIKY IeIb BOPOX BOIIPOCOB.

Y kaxpgoro CBSITOr0 OblTa ocoOast Marus, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO OH MOT HMCIIOJIE30BaTh.

Hanpumep, cioco6HOCTb IOBEPHYTH BPEMS BCIISITh, CIIOCOOHOCTb YHUUTOXKHUTE YTO YTOLHO WK
CII0COOHOCTH pacrno3HaBaTh aOCOMIOTHO JII00YIO JI0XKE.

OTa yHUKaIbHas CIIOCOOHOCTh Ha3bIBanach «0CO0eHHOM Maruei» CBATOrO.

Tak B ueM Ke 3aK/Ii04aeTcs «0CoOOeHHAs Marus» 3TOU CITyKaHKU?

Pydyc Hacenan Ha Hee, HafesCh, YTO BPOKAEHHAS CIIOCOOHOCTH EBYILIKH MOXKET ITOMOYb EMY.

CnyxaHKa yCMeXHy1ach.

— ¢ e roBopuIIa BaM, BE HE YMpeTe, T0OKa He 3aKOHYUTCS opadoIleHue.

— Ox.

YcnrimaB cimoBa oeBymky, Pydyc BumpsiMuiics. He MoxeT OBITh.

— ...V Teb4 ecTh c10OCOOHOCTD BUAETH OyOyiee?

— Ax, xoTena OBl s 3HATH BCce OymyIiee, HO 3TO He TaK.

CHy}KaHKa C BECeJIbLIM CMEeXOM IT0Kaydasa rojI0BOK.

— IIpencka3nsiBaTh CMEPTD JIIOOEN?..



— O, 4 3Ha1, HOBOJILHO MPA4HO, na? Ho aTo Most crmocob6HOCTh. BumeTsb CMEPTHL 4YEeJIOBEKaA.

W3yuas nuto Pydyca, 3acTeiBlilee, KaK BHICOXIIIAsl Ha COJIHIIE TPSIKA, MEeBYIIKa IOCIENIHO fo0aBua:

— 4 mpopouy BaM 3T0. Brl He yMpeTe Ha 1ose 60s1. Tak 4TO paccnabbTecs.

— Heyxenu 1... {1 nelicTBUTENbHO BEIKUBY? — Pydyc 3anHyncs.

Kasanoch, 9T0 OBII JIy4 HaleXK Ik,

OH myMar, 4TO YMpEeT II0CJie TOT0, KaK MPUCOeNUHUTCS K apMuu mopaboienusi, Ho 3ta CBsTas
IpeBUIeIa COBEPIIEHHO Apyroe Oymyuiee.

OH He yMperT.

Torma, MoxKeT ObITE... Pydyc mpornotusn cBoe 6€CIIOKOKCTRBO.

— Ia, Tak 4To He yHHIBaWTe. BaM He 06g3aTeNIbHO MHUCATh MPECMEPTHYIO 3aMKUCKYy, — UTPUBO
CKasasa CIyXXaHKa.

Pydyc BHEMAaTEIBHO paccMOTpen AeBymKy. ClyKaHKa Ka3ajaCh MOJIOXKE €0, ¥ C e aKKypPaTHHEIM
TEJI0CI0KEHNEM OHA HAlTOMUHAA KYKITy.

Ee cBeTnbie BonOCH ObITK OeMHEI, KaK IepexkKuBInas 3uMy TpaBa, U 071ecTeNu Ha BETPY, a y/IbIOKa Ha
ee rybax Oblyla Teliee BECHHL.

— ...3a4eM THI MHe BCE 3TO paCcCKa3biBaelllb?

Pydyc mocMoTpest Ha CITyKaHKY, CTOSIBLIVIO IIepef] HUM.

Ha meByIKy, KOTOPYI0 OH BCTPETHII CerofgHs BrepBhlie. OHM ObIIM COBEPUIEHHO HE3HAKOMHI.

Tem He MeHee, CIIyZKaHKad 6e3 KonebaHuM IIPpu3Halach, 4TO OHa CasiTas.

CBsTOlt Bcerma mony4yaeT 0coboe OTHOIIEHNE. ITO BeIUKOoe 61arocioBeHne — POOUThCS CBSITHIM B
KOPOJIEBCTBe XEBHUS. MHOTOYKUCIEHHEIE apUCTOKPATHYECKNE CEMbHY, XpaMbl M faxke KOPOoJIeBCKas
CeMbsl COIIEPHUYAIOT 3a TO, YTOORI cienaTh CBSITOTO CBOUM.

OmHako, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHA pomguiack CBSITOH, OHA XKMJIAa KAK CIyKaHKa B 9TOM HU3KOM U
CMHPEHHOM ITOJI0XKEHHH.



Brina 1 Ha TO IpUYKHA?

OH He 3HAJ T04YeMy, HO OBII YBepeH, YTO OHA [I0 CHX IIOP CKPBEIBAET TOT (aKT, uTo sBNsieTcs CBSATOM.

Ho Kak oHa MOTJIa PacKPHITh CBOIO TMYHOCTH YEJI0BEKY, KOTOPOTO JaXKe He 3HaeT? HUKTO He 3HaeT,
Ha YTO CIIOCOOHBI APYTHUE JTIOIH.

Pydyc MoxkeT npenaTh foBepue 3TOM [AEBYIIKN ¥ Pa300IauuTh ee THYHOCTh, YTOOLI 3aBOEBATh
671arOCKJIOHHOCTH KOPOJIsi. MK OH MOXKET IMMOXUTHUTh €€ U MPOHaTh KaKOMY-HUOYIb apuCTOKpATy.

['nmyna nv oHa Uy Xe cMesa?

— Touyemy? KoneuHo, u3-3a Bac, — CiyxkKaHKa yIsOHYyIack Pydycy.

— H3-3a mensa?

— JTa, BBI — OCOOEHHEIN YeI0BeK OJIST MEHS.

Oco0OeHHBIN YeI0BeK?

Py(byc 6ecco3HaTeNbHO HAKIIOHUIT TOJIOBY, a CJIy2KaHKa IT0OKa4aJla TOJIOBOM.

— BrlI elre He 3HaeTe, He Tak u? Ho BB TOT, KTO Pa3fesiuT CO MHOM Cyan0y.

— ...fl He MOHMMaI0, YTO TH UMEEIIb B BUAOY.

— Bort kak? Torga BaM He HY2KHO HUYero NOHMMaTh. Bl BCe paBHO BEpHETECh KO MHE.

IeByIlIKa UTPUBO YIIEIOHYIACH.

— U Oblna elle offHa IpUYKHA: ¥ Bac ObIJIO TaKoe BhIpaxkeHue Julla, Kak OyATo Bel ceriyac ympere!

«YMuparolee BEIpaKeHue. .. »

— He B npsiMmoM cMmeiciie! Bel He coOupanuch yMupaTh Ha CaMOM fiejie, HO CMOTpeN# Tak, 6y[To BOT-
BOT YMpETe.

Heyxemnu 9T0 BRITJISIAETI0 UMEHHO Tak? ET0o cepriie ropeio OT MBICIIH, YTO OHA YBH/IENa ero B TaKOM
BH]JIE.



— WMeHHO IIO3TOMY A U CKa3adJia BaM. Korpma BB BUOMTE KOT'0-TO, KTO UCIILITEIBAET 00J1b, TOMOYb —
9TO €CTECTBEHHO.

CnyxaHKa ynbl0HyIach Iy4e3apHo, KaK IOLCOIHYX.
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