«Bce 3akoHYMIIOCH? BOT Tak mpocTo?» PuH yBuIeIa KPOBaBYy0 KaTaCTPOdy, 3aKOHUYHUBIIYIOCS
BCITHIIIKOM CBETA, ¥ HE 3HaJla, YTO CKa3aTh.

«Kak BUOHUIIIb,» CapKaCTI/I‘-IeCKI/II;I TOH quepa Pa303JInJI PuH, IIOTOMY 9YTO OH KOHCTATHPOBaAll
O4YEBHUOHOE.

«XMMM...» Hepo, Ka3asock, OB HeIOBOIbHA 10 KaKOW-TO MIPUYHHE, YTO 3aCTABUIIO0 PHUIIKY OTCTYIIUTH
Ha war, gepxa doy.

«4 mymana, 4To y MeHs OymeT Kyma 60JIbIiast pofib B 9TOM, Y€M IIPOCTO YCTPOMCTBO [/ CB3SIH...»
HepmoBonbcTBO Hepo pocno u Puilyka Bce cuibHee MOTeNa, IOTOMY YTO €€ POJIb Ka3ajachk 60IbIle,
yeM pPOJIb UMIIePATPHLIHL.

BHe3amHo B [[epKBU pa3[ajics 3BYK IPOH3aeMOU IJIOTH, KOTOPHIHM 3aCTaBIII BCEX IOCMOTPETH HAJIEBO.

Ky mepzkan cBoe Kombe, BOH3ast Munocepaue B cepaie Kupesi. Kombe CBeTHIIOCH KPAaCHBIM, YTO
03HAYAJI0, YTO MPOKJIsATHE OBLI0O aKTUBUPOBAHO Ha cepple Kupesi, # 0HO He MOTJI0 OBITH OOJIbIIe
BOCCTAHOBIIEHO.

«JlaHcep... THL...» YepHas Ips3b XmecTana u3 rpyau Kupest, Ho Ky Ovl10 Bce paBHO, OH ITPOBEPHYII
KOITbe ¥ YHUUTOXKUJI HCKYCCTBEHHOE CEePAIle, CAelaHHOe U3 YePHOU IPsS3bio.

CBs3b ¢ MaHOU AHrpa MaiiHbio Oblla yoaneHa, Kak TOJIbKO UCKYCCTBEHHOe cepflle ObUIO YHUYTKEHO,
a Kupel noteps CBO XKU3HEHHYIO CUILY U CcTajl TPynoM. Ky IoCMOTpest Ha 3To, IIpeXae YeM
BHITALIATH KOIIbe ¥ ITIOKPYTUTH €T0 B PYKE.

«JIaHcep, THL...» Apuep cka3aJ, rinaasd Ha Ky, KOTOpEIi IOTePSI CBOM UCTOYHUK MaHBI CO CMEPTHIO
Kupes.

«0? Yto ¢ aTum B3rnsigoM? Ilocye BCero aToro OH He KaXKeTcs MHe Cepbe3HOM mpobiaeMon?» Ky
YXMBUIBHYJICS, TS Ha MOTPSICEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue JIUI] BCeX IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

«Wnu TH UMeelIb B BUAY 3T0?» Ky Hauasn TepaTh MaHy, eciiu Obl y Hero He ObLIO HaBBIKa
TPOHOIKEeHUsT OUTBH, OH OBl y2Ke Hayasl CTAHOBUTHCS TPO3PAYHBIM.

Be3 macTepa unu 3amaca MaHbl Ky B KOHIle KOHI[OB IPOUTpAeT U MOKUHET 3Ty BOWHY, TakK YTO
UMEHHO 103TOMY Apuep ObLT yOUBIEH TEM, YTO OH YOUJI CBOET0 MacTepa.

«THI OTKa3aJcs OT BOMHEI?» PuH Oblna youBieHa 6ombile, 4eM Apuep, Korfa yBupena Tpyn Kupes Ha
3eMiie.

«Hy, MHe He HpaBUJIaCch 3Ta BOKWHA C TOTO MOMEHTa, KakK yMep MO UCTUHHHIH X034uH,» Ky moxan
TJIeYaMy, TTOCKOJIbKY eMy OBIIIO BCce paBHO. YeCTHO roBOPSI, YBUOEB BCE, YTO BhI3Bajla 3Ta BOWHA, OH
cran 6onee paBHOA#YILIEH K Hel. OcTaBaThCs OBUIO OECCMEBICIIEHHO.

Ecnu OBl er0 UCTUHHBIN X0351UH OBIT 3[1ECh, TO OH He Bo3paxaJs Ovl UATH C HeX 0o KOHIla, HO cendac y
HEero JeNCTBUTEIbHO HeT HUKAKOW MOTHBAIIMH [1Jis O0pLOHI 3a CBSITOM rpaasns. Ho, o KpaiiHei Mepe,
OH OTOMCTHII 3a Hee.

«TToHATHO...» Ap4yep KUBHYJI U OOJIbIE He CTaJl YIIyOIsaThCS B 9Ty TEMY.

«3U! He memnait TaKoe JIAIIO, THl B MOEM CITHCKE, eCITA MbI KOTma-HuOyIb BCTPETUMCS CHOBa,» Ky
yKa3an Ha Apuepa CBOMM KOMbEM, IIOTOMY YTO IIOMHMUII, YTO 9TOT IMapeHb MOAaBaiCcs, a TaKke



PacCIIpoOCTPaHAIl JIOZKE O HEM. Yo, ecnu ero MaCTep y3HaJlla O HUX?

«[a, ma...» Apuep OTBEPHYJICS ¥ B3OOXHYJ, IOTOMY YTO V¥ HETO OBUIO YYBCTBO, YTO OFHAXKIHI 9TO
CHOBA YKYCHT €To0.

«BouH B my1e, 1 BUXy,» KuBHYyJa Hepo, rnsans Ha nmocTynok Ky. Pullyka Toxe KUBHYIa, faxke eClIu
OHa [Ie¥CTBUTENIbHO He IIOHKWMasla TaKUX caMOyOuICTBEHHBIX TIOCTYIIKOB, HO OHA YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO B
3TOM €CTb CMBICIL.

BHe3amHo BCe yCrnbIIany pxkaHue Oeryie nomany, mpexae 4eM Jleo mogBUiCS nepes BCEMU Ha
Coenano B Any.

On IIPU3EMIIUAJTICSA 6I:ICTp0, IIpexne 9eM YyBUaeJI MEPTBOTO KHpe;{ u Ky, KOTOprfI Tepsdil CBOIO MaHY.

"TIpormal, pagyoumiics ¢anblIInBEi CBALIEHHNUK, TH HEAOCTAaTOUYHO pafgoBascs," Y Jleo Oblia MUHyTa
MOJTYaHUS 10 "MEepPTBOMY" MeEMY, IIpexXe YyeM OH cKa3all:"

«0, THI 31ech. 41 coxkarnelo, UTO He cpa3uics ¢ ToOOM, Jaxe ecliv 3Hal0, YTO IMPoUrpalo. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, THI OMMH U3 HEMHOTHX, KTO" 3HaeT " MacTepa,» Ky mocMmoTpen Ha npubwiBIIero Jleo u
B3[IOXHYJI, XOTS €My U II0Be3JI0 OOJIbIIIE.

W3 Bcex nosib30BaTesied PyH, M0ab30BaTenu [1epBOOLITHLIX PYH ONPee/IeHHO NOMXKHEL ObITA 3HATh
ero y4uTesisi, ODHAKO OH He YyBCTBOBAJI HUKAKOT'0 CTpaxa WM yBaXKeHUS CO CTOPOHE! Jleo.

ITO 03HAYAET, YTO OH 3HAET CBOIO YUUTEJIbHULY U, BEPOATHO, UMEET CHUIIy CPAXKAThCA C Hel Ha
PaBHBIX, HHa4Y€ €ro ropaoCTh yXKe Obla OB IIPOH3€Ha €€ KPaCHEIM KOIILEM.

Y Hero maxe BO3HUKIIO CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO, YTO JIeo MOXKET Ha3BaTh €ro MacTepa CTapou....
KEHIINHON.

TpsIXHYB T00BO#, YTOORI OTOTHATh CYUIIMaIbHbIE MEICIH, Ky He ocMenuics gaxe ImoayMaTb 00 3ToM
CHOBa. XO0Ts ero yUUTeNIbHHUIIE HallJleBaTh Ha €e BO3PacT, 0CKOpOJieHNe - 3TO CUTHAN K OUTBe, UTO [T
Ky 03HauaeTr npuBETCTBUE B IOIyMEPTBOM COCTOSIHUH.

«Xa?» Jleo He mMeIN HU MaJleHIIero NpeacTaBlIeH:us 0 TOM, O YeM, YEPT BO3bMH, TOBOPUT 3TOT
napeHb. OH He 3HaeT cTapyxy o uMeHu Ckara, a eciu Obl ¥ 3HaJ, eMy BCE PaBHO.

«HeT HyXK[Ibl TOBOPUTH OOJIbIIIE, MazKe eCIIU S coxkKalielo 00 3Toi CKy4HOU BoMHe,» Ky CHOBa B3[OXHY
M3-3a CBOe} yhgayu, KoTopas IIpuBeJia ero K 9TOX y2KaCHOY BOWHE.

Jleo He 3HAaJI, YTO KyPUT 3TOT IIapeHb, la U He XOTeJI 3HATh.

HeoxwupnanHuo JIeo mo4yBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, IIPeXJie YeM OH IIOCMOTPeJI Ha IPYTuX
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKX, TIOTOMY YTO OHU cMoTpenu He Ha Ky u mepTBoro Kupes, a Ha Hero.

Y xaxpgoro u3 HuX Obllla pa3Has peakius, Y Apuyepa OblJTM caMoe CTPaHHOE BhIpazKeHue JINIIA,
KoTopele Jleo Bupen B 3ToM Mupe. Hepo 3aMepria, CJIOBHO ee IIOCTaBUJIM Ha Iay3y, Puliyka cierka
IIOKpacHesa, a PuH, moKpacHeB, 0OTBEPHYJIaCh U HECKOJIBKO pa3 IIOBTOPUIIA:

«f] He MOTy B 9TO IIOBEPUTH!»

3aMeTuB CTpaHHbIE B3rJIAObl Apuepa, JIeo 0CMOTpes CBOIO OfieXKAY, KOTOPYIO OH CMEHUII Ha
IIOBCETHEBHBIM HaPsO ¥ CHOBA HafleJl 0YKHU, TaK YTO OH COBCEM He HepBHMYaN. Ecnu He cuuTaTh
TOpSIIero KOHS U TEMHOTO KOIbs B pyKe. OH [aXe MOACTPUT CBOU [AJIUHHbBIE BOJIOCH, YTOOHI OBITH



abCoIMIOTHO HOPMAJIBHBEIM M IIOOAJIBIIIE OT 7000T0 aHTENTBCKOT0 pexumMa.

[TpoBepuB, 4TO C OJEXKOU BCe B OPsigKe, JIeo elle pa3 MOCMOTpeN Ha BceX, 0co0eHHO Ha Hepo,
KOTOpast HallpaBuiach K HeMy. 9TO [10YeMy-TO 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 II0XO0JIOEeTh, IPeXKe YeM OH YCIIBIIIAl,
Kak Apuep cka3as:

«TBOe muro...»

«Tak BOT IMo4YeMy g He MOT'Y BCIIOMHUTH TBO€ JIMIIO, KaK HU CTapaIOCL?» quep BCerga youBIIAJICA,
ImoyeMy OH HE MOZKET ACHO BCIIOMHHUTD, KaK BBITJTIAOUT JIeo. OgHako, MMOHSB TUYHOCTE JIeo, OH 3HaeT,
Imo4yeMy 3TO IIPOMIOIIIIO.

CII0BHO 3aBeca ThbMHI HCKaxaJjla er0 BOCIIOMHUHAHUS B TOJIOBE.

«Moe muio...» JIeo JOTPOHYJICS O CBOero nuiia. Ero TeMHas Cuja, ThMa, KOTOpas IPHHAIJIeKUT
OTIy JIKH, CKPHIBAIOIAS €r0 JIUIO.... HCYEe3]Ia.

Korpa mosiBunMCh IIaTUHOBBIE IEHTHI, cuila JIoudepa cTana oueHb cllaboi 1 faxe mepecTala
paboTaTh, IO3TOMY CHUJIa ThMHI Obl/Ta MPUHYOUTENIBHO OTKIII04YeHa, U JIeo 3abbi1 06 9TOM ITOCe
pasrosopa c PyT.

WTax, TO, Ha 4TO BCe Celyac CMOTPENH, OBIIO0 IIOTYCTOPOHHE!H KpacoTol. X0oTs y Hero ObLI0 ycTamoe
JIUII0, 3TO ITOYEeMY-TO HUKAK Ha Hero He MomelcTBoBano. Kak OBl OHM HU CTApaiiCh, HEJIb3ST OMKCATh
3TO JIUI0 CJIOBOM KPACHBHIM MITH KPYTOH, 3TO KPacoTa, KOTOPas He IIPUHAMIEXKUT 9TOMY MUDY.

Crnerka ynnuHeHHble PeCHUIIB U UeallbHble YePTHI JIMlla, 0COOeHHO I'/la3a, KOTOPhe, Ka3aioch,
IIPEBPATUINCE B CIIMPaib, CMOTPSIIYIO IIPSIMO B AVIILY.

Puilyka u3HayanbHO YyBCTBOBAJIA, 4TO JIeo OTOpBaH OT MHUPA, 0 KOTOPOI'O JIIOOW Ha HEe MOTYT
INOTSHYThCS, HO TEIlePh OHa IOATBEPAUIa CBOM MBIC/H. [lake ero B3TJISL OTCTPAHEH U He
IPUHAMJIEXKUT 3eMJie CMEPTHBIX, JIy4Ille CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO Obljia 3Be37a, 40 KOTOPOii BE HUKOTMA He
cMoxkeTe moOpaThCs.

Pun TYT K€ OTBEPHYJIdCh, IIOTOMY YTO HM Ha CEKYHOY HE€ MOTJIa ITIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TOT IIAPEHb - UMEHHO
ee tun! OHa OTKa3bIBAETCS BEPHUTE B 3TO.

OmHaKOo caMbIM HEIOBOJIbHEIM YeJI0BEKOM OBl JIeo M3-3a 3TOU IIynoi 00KEeCTBEHHOCTH U
AHTeJIbCKOU BHEIIIHOCTH.

B Hpekce aHTeNk He UMEIOT TI0JIa KaK HaealbHEIX HHCTPYMEHTOB 00ra, T03TOMY 3TO IIOBNIHSIIIO Ha
Tesio Jleo u mpuGIU3UIIO0 €0 K UAeanbHOU hopMe.

A 603keCTBEeHHOCTh MOXKHO OTHCATh cliefyiomel ¢ppa3oii: "4, BeHepa, He TO3BOII0 HUKOMY, KTO
IPUAEPKUBACTCS MO KOHIEMIUY U 00KeCTBeHHOCTH, ObITh MeHbie 12/10 mo mKkane
yesioBeduecKou KpacoTel!!!". KoHeuHO, 3T0 OBIIO TUIIE I1JIOOM BooOpaxeHus Jleo, HO 3TO OBIIO
HeJalleKO OT UCTUHEL.

JIro6oi#1, KTO 00namaeT 60KeCTBEHHOCTLIO BeHePH!, ITOYYUT OTPOMHBIN TOTYOK B 00asiHUU, HE TOBOPS
yxke 0 Jleo, KOTOpPBIM MOXKET II0YTU BEI3BaTh BeHepy.

Korpa Jleo pa3gyMmeiBasl, He CTEPETh JIM €My BOCIIOMUHAHUSA BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOLIKUX, OH YTO-TO
ycnbiman. Korma on o6epHyics, To yBumen Hepo.



Ee BOJIOCH 3aKPHIBAJIX I'lTa3d, CO3daBad OIMYIMEHUA 3aTHUIILE IePpen 6ypeﬁ, 4TO 3acTaBuio Jleo
CKa3aTh:

«4Tt0o?»

«Motii ipeTop...» cKa3ana Hepo, pexae yeM IoCcMOTPEeTh Ha JIe0 HeLOBOJIBHEIMY I'Jla3aMy, HO OHU
CBepKaJi ellle sipye, 4eM Korpa-nuoo.

«XO0Ts 51 He IPOTHB CIOPIPH30B, HET, 5T aBGCOIOTHO JII00III0 CIOPIPH3EI, HO HEKOTOPEIE BEId He
MOJIXKHBEI 0CTABATLCS TAaHHOM,» CKa3asia Hepo, mernas Imar Bieper.

«4T0 3a...?» JIeo He 3HAJI, 4TO U AyMaTh 00 9TOM, ToKa Hepo He moiiMasa ero 3a pyky.

«TTepBHIf pa3 OB B MEOULIMHCKHUX LIENISX, a Telleph 9TO IPOCTO HEeNPUANYHO!» JIeo X0TeN Hay4UTh
3TOT MHUP OMACHOCTSM HE3alUIEHHOTO JepKaHus 3a PyKH, ogHAaKo Hepo B JaHHBIA MOMEHT OBIIO
BCE PaBHO.

«IT03BOJIb MHE B3TISIHYTH OOIHKeE...» Hepo mpubnu3uia cBoe auilo K auily Jleo.

«Hert, aT0 nnpoknsaTtue!» Jleo CHOBa IPUMEHUII CULY ThMBI, UTO 3aCTaBUJI0 Hepo IpHITHYTH Ha HETO C
KPUKOM.

«HET!!!»
«YTo TH memnaemb!!??» Jleo orTankuBan nuiio Hepo, HO Ta IIpogonXKaia aTakoBaTh, TOBOPS:
«f He TIO3BOJII0 CKPHIBATh TBOIO KpacoTy!!!»

«ITo KpaliHeit Mepe, ImocTapaiics ObITh BEKJIMBOM U Ha3biBak MeHs KpacuBhIM!!!» Jleo Havan TOIKaTh
Hepo cunbHee, 1 Hayaiach MajieHbKas OHTBa.

Bce cmoTpenu Ha 9THX OBOMX, TONKAIOUIMX IPYT APYTa, ¥ He 3HaJM, YTO CKa3aTe. OgHAKO, 10
KpaliHel Mepe, UCTUHHEINA 0067TMK JIeo CHOBa ObLJI CKPHIT, TakK 4TO PHilyKa u PMH HaKOHEI CMOT N
HOPMAaJIbHO CMOTPETh Ha Hero. Kak cka3sas Jleo, OHM AelCTBUTEILHO YyBCTBOBA/IM, YTO 3TO
IIPOKJIATHE.

OpHako B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO IMOSIBUJICS Ha KPHIIIE IIEPKBU U CKa3all:
«KaxeTcs, BaM Becejo, IBOPHATH!»

Apuep BHIXBATUII CBOE OPYKUE Cpa3y XkKe, IPexke YeM II0CMOTpell Ha GUTYpy Ha Kphilie. 9To OB
YeJl0BEK B 30JIOTHIX JOCIEXaX, 13-3a KOTOPHIX BCEM IIPUXOAMIOCH ITYPUTHCS, IIOTOMY YTO OH CHJIBHO
CBETHJICS.

«X0? Trl TOKe 3mechk. XM! {1 MOMKEH CKa3aTh, YTO TBOE CPazKEHHE C ITUMU KphIcaMu OBIIO
BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIM 3penuileM. X0Ts s He BUXKY IPUYUH TPAaTUTh Ha HUX CUJIBL,» ['Ubramernt mocCMOTpe
Ha Jleo, oTTankuBatoIero ot ceds Hepo.

1 cekyHAa... 2 CEKYH[HL... 3 CEKyHALL... [Ipomuina MuHyTa, u ['unbramern xmnai, a Jleo naxe He
CMOTpEJ Ha Hero u He o0parian BHUMaHUS Ha ero IPUCYTCTBHE.

«K» 6pOBb l'unerameliiia OEPHYIIACh, TTIAOd Ha HeO0OoJIbIIIoe CpaXxKeHue, nmpexnge 4eM OH CKa3all: «TH
HCIIBITEHIBAECIIb MO€ TEPIIeHNnEe, YTpeHHHH 3Be3ga?»



«XM?» JIeo cHOBa OTTONKHYM OT ce0s Hepo, a moToM 1mocMoTpen Ha ['unbramelnia u CIipoCHI:
«TEI KTO?»

B 3TOT MOMEHT B BollapuiaCh KOPOTKas THUIIKMHA, 3a UCKITI0YeHNEM Apdyepa, KOTOPHIH ITHITAICS
CHepXkaTh CMEX.
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