B ocobusike Jleo roe-To Ha rope JHIIO.
«KAAAA!!!» Punyka BHe3aIIHO C KPUKOM IIPOCHYJIACh B OMHOU U3 KOMHAT.

«YTO0, 4epT BO3bMHU, CIIy4YUJIOCH!?» PUIlyKa [10JI0KUJIa PYKY Ha I'PYAb, [IBITaACh YCIIOKOUTH
cepiebueHue.

TeMm BpeMeHeM Ha ABasoHe, JIeo MPU3EeMIHICS Ha 3eMJTIO, TTISIASI Ha MepuHa, KOTOPHIK OB
OTIIPABIIEH B II0JIET, HO BCKOPE PAaCTBOPHUJICS B JIETIECTKAX.

«Jla uTo ¢ ToO0M Takoe?!» Cka3anm MepiyH, MOSIBUBIIKCH Ha MPUIMYHOM PACTOSTHUH OT Jleo.
«THI yMeeIb TOIbKO Oeratb?»

«$1 Bcero nuik OeMHBEIN U MaJIeHbKUH ITBETOYHEIM Mar, II0YeMy Thl Hallajl Ha MeHS C XXapoM
3Be3bI?!» cKa3ajl MepiuH, yKa3blBasi Ha OTPOMHBIN KpaTep.

«0, 51 He 3HAI0, MOXKeT ObITh, TOTOMY YTO THl BHE3AITHO IIEPEHEC HeYCTOMYUBYIO KOJIOHHY
IIOAAEePKUBAIOIIYIO LIEJIBIM MUD B IPYIrOM MUP, Haxke ecjid 3TO COH,» CKa3ai Jleo.

«B CBOIO 3aIUTY CKaXY, YTO €€ COCTOSIHUE JIy4lllee BCEr0 MOOXOMUT IJIST TOT0, YTOOLI TEPEMECTUTLCS
B 3TOT MUP,» CKa3an MepJuH C paBegHbIM JIUIIOM, IIpexke 4YeM yBUel, Kak JIeo XpyCTHY
KOCTSIIIIKAMH IIaJIbIIEB.

«Hy-Hy, MBI He IOJKHBI TaK 3JIUTHCS APYT Ha ApyTa, BaBUJIOHCKOE YyHooBUIlle,» MepnuH OTCTYIUI Ha
HECKOJIBKO IIIaToB.

«& TOJTBKO YTO IOHSII, YTO Y MEHS ITOSIBUIIKMCH HOBBIE THUTYIIEL,» JIeo MoCMOTper Ha MepnuHa,
MepxKalrerocs Ha PaCcCTOSTHUH.

«Ho g momXeH cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO CIOPIPU3, AJi 3Beps BaBuioHa MOIBUTHCA B TAKOM BHUAE. ITO
3acTaBisieT MEeHs 3afaThCs BOPOCoM, 3a 4eM ApTyp (I[IpoTo-ApTyp) OXOTUIICS BCE 3TU TOOHL,»
MepnuH OJI0XKUI PYKY Ha TogO0POOoK, B TO BpeMs KakK OpoBh JIeo IepHynack, KOraa OH YTO-TO
BCIIOMHMII.

"¢ momkeH 1m03ab0TUTHCS 00 3TOM MpobIeMe MMOoCciie TOTo, Kak BEIOEPYCh 0TCIoAa," JIeo BCIIOMHMUIT
OmpefesieHHBIA CUTHAJI, KOTOPBIM OH IMOJIyYUII CETOOHS YTPOM.

«OmgHaKo 3BEpI0, KOTOPHIM MPEeACTaBIsAeT I'PEXU YeJI0BeYeCTBa, IOMOTaTh CIIaCTy MUD... f He 3Halo,
IOJI2KEH JIM 5T YYBCTBOBATH Ce0sT XOPOIIIO UITH IIJI0X0,» MepIMH CXBATUIICS 3@ TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO OHA Y
HET0 HeOoXHIaHHO Pa300Jienacs.

«Xa?! ITomorats yemy? YenoBeuectBo? He cmemu MeHs,» JIeo MOOHsI OPOBb, «II0OUYEMY S HOJIKEH
IIOMOTaTh TOMY, KTO MIeT K CBoel morubesu cBouMy HoraMu? Pa3Be TH He corjlaceH? Mar, KOTOpHhIi
HabJ0aeT 3a MUPOM C CaMOM BBICOKOM OaIlrHu. »

MepnuH Bcerna HabIoman 3a MUPOM U3 ABajioHa, TOYHEe TIOPbMBI, KOTOPYIO OH chestain ans cebs. Ox
He COIO3HHUK YeJI0OBeYeCTBa, HO ero JIFOOOIBITCTBO 3aCTABUIIO €0 MOJTI00UTh YeJI0BeUECKUHM MUp,
II03TOMY OH IIOMOTaeT, IOTOMY 4YTO MOXKeT.

«41 He MOTy TOBOPUTEH 3a OPYTUX, HO 3TO OBITI0 0YEHb UHTEPECHO,» MepJIuH IMIMPOKO YIHIOHYIICS,
TIOCKOJIBKY He OBIII0 HUYero, 4YTO MOTJI0 ObI 3aCTaBUTh 3TOT0 Mara BOCIIPUHUMATD BEIIN BCEPHES.



«H, moxoxe, Thl, BaBUIOHCKHUI 3BePh, 3HAEIIb faxKe 00Jbile MeHs... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ThI HabGIIOma C
caMoro Havasa,» cka3an MepinuH, Habmofas 3a BeIpaxkeHueM uiia JIeo, HO He MOTYYUIT HUKAKOH
PEeaKIIuu.

«0? Pa3Be? YecTHO roBOPS, 51 HE AyMal0, YTO CeHYac 3TO UMeeT 6OJIbIlIoe 3HAaYeHue...» JIeo
TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOORI IIOKUHYTH 3TOT COH, MIPEXK/e YeM CKa3aTh: «Thl MOXKEIIb IPOOOJIKAaTh CMOTPETh
10 KOHI[a, MHE BCe PaBHO...»

«MHe mo60nbITHO. [I71 3Bepsi, moueMy Obl TeGe MPOCTO He HUCII0Ih30BaTh 3TY BO3MOXKHOCTh, YTOOHI
3aKOHYUTE BCE?»

«$41 BEIHYKeH paboTaTh 3[eCh, SCHO? M 4YeloBe4eCTBO - IOC/IeHsIST U3 MOUX 3a00T,» cKa3an Jleo, u
MepinuH OBIJT COBEPIIEHHO COUT C TOJIKY.

«3TO HEBEXKECTBEHHBIE CYIIECTBA, KOTOPhIE UAYT II0 IIYTH, ITIOJITHOMY I'PEX0B U OIUO0K,» Ha julle Jleo
IIOSIBUJIOCEH BhIpaXkeHHE OTBPAIEHUs, «A IIOTOM, KOTfla YTO-TO UAET He TaK ¥ KycaeT uX, OHU cpa3y
OJHUMAIOT KaKue-To (JIary CIIPaBeIUBOCTH UIH YTO-TO IOIOOHOE. »

Jleo OBepHYJICS K CTApUKY U CKa3all:
«He cBsi3bIBaiicst OOJIbIIE C 3TOU IEeBYOHKOMU. »

C stumu cnoBaMu Jleo ucye3 U3 ABajioHa, a MepiauH B3OOXHYJI, IPeXKAe YeM PacChIIaThCs
JIeTieCTKaMU U TIOSIBUTHCSI BHYTPU CBOeM OalllHU WM, CKOPee, TIOPbMHI.

Y Mara 11BeToB OBUT HOBBIYM IJIaH, KakK "MIOMOYL" 3TOMY MUPY, U OH IIOCHEIINII TIOATOTOBUTLCS K HEMY B
CBoell OalrHe.

Tem BpeMeHeM B peanbHOM MUpe Jleo cupen Ha CTOIe U DU Ko(de, IPUTOTOBIEHHEIN €r0 3BEPEM,
Ipexne YeM OTKPHITh TJla3a.

«KaxeTcs, I0YTH BCe OBLIH IIPHU3BAHEI, » Jleo BBITJIAHYJI B OKHO ¥ YBUAETE IIadalOIMue XJI0IbA CHETra.

BONBIIMHCTBO CIIYT y2Ke ObIIM IPU3BaHE U XKU3HEHHAs CHJIa ¥ MaHa B BO3yXe CTAHOBHUIACH BCE
cnabee u ciabee.

Maru 13 pa3HbBIX CUJI, HAKOHEIl, I0YYBCTBOBAJIX, YTO C MaHOU IIPOMUCXOOUT YTO-TO He TakK. BrI3BaHHEIE
ciyry OBUIH TIEPBLHIME, KTO 3aMeydasl 3TO ¥ OHM IIPeayIpekaaal CBOUX X035eB, a HEKOTOpkIe BooO1Ie
He 3a60Tunuch 00 3TOM, KaK HEKHUH I1030JI0YeHHBIN ITapeHb, KOTOPHIY 3HAI O COCTOSTHUM 9TOI'0 MUPa
C caMOT0 Hayvarla.

B o6miem, cuibl Havalau CBOe [IBUKeHHe. HeKoTophle CIyru 1 X03sieBa yKe Havalau coOupaTh
“HGOPMAIILIO.

Tem BpeMeHeM B ocoOHsKe Jleo, Puilyka yxe BCTaja IIOCJe TOTO, KaK IOJyuniia simepHyo 6oMOy B
nu1o oT 3¢ eKTHOTO nosiBnenus Jleo.

..." BcTaB ¢ KpoBaTH ¥ TSI Ha OfeXK Ay, KOTOpas Ha Hel Oblyla, Puilyka mo4yBcTBOBaa cebs
cTpaHHO: «IloueMy y KacTepa ecTh KeHCKas OfieKfia B ero MaCTEPCKOn?»



Buepa y Puiyku He OBUIO CHIT faKe CIIPOCUTh KacTepa 0 MOATOTOBKE UK O YEM-TO eIlle, 0COGEHHO
TIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH CKa3ai:

«ThI yCTama, ¥ B 9TOM COCTOSIHUY Thl BHI3HIBAEIIh § MEHS YCTANOCTh, UK CIIaTh,» C ITUMHU CIIOBaMHU OH
MT'HOBEHHO TEJIEIIOPTHUPOBAJI €€ B 3Ty KOMHATY.

Korpga oHa BoIIia B KOMHATY, eu CPa3y XKe 3aX0TeJIOCh CIIaTh, HO ITIOTOM OHA YBHEJIA CBOH CJIeTKa
FpEIBHLIfI MHCTHYECKHUM KO XXalgend. ITOT MUCTUUECKUM KO SIBIISETCS OCHOBHBIM O60py;E[OBaHI/IeM
OJis1 MaCTEpPOB U3 Xangewu, IIOCKOJIBKY OH BKIIIOYa€T B cebs ncCIejieHue, YKpeIlJieHre U IOKPOB Maruu.

OCMOTpEeBIIKMCh OHA YBUAETIA MTOTHLEIN rapaepod, 3amoTHeHHBINM Pa3HOM 0fIeXKO0M, U, KaK HH CTPAHHO,
Kaxfas U3 HUX Oblyla MeaTbHO IMOOXOSIIe! el o pa3Mepy. [apaepod maxke aBTOMATUYECKU BBIAT
ell IuxaMmy.

HapeB cBoM MUCTHUYECKUY KO M IIONIPAaBUB IPUUYECKY, PuilyKa BhIIIIa 13 KOMHATEL U MOIJIA 110
OO0JIBIIIIM KOPUAOpPaM OCOOHSIKa.

«Kak mMHe Hautu 30ech Kactepa?» Cka3ana Puiyka, xkejas 3apgate KacTepy HeCKOIBKO BOIIPOCOB.

«A? He OBI7I0 1TM BUepa OOBOJILHO TEII0?» PUIlyka yBuiesna, Kak 3a OKHOM ITaflae€T CHET, U
TIOYYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

«ITuka?» BHe3amnHo Puilyka B3gporHyia OT 3ByKa [103a4 Hee, IIpeXke 4YeM OTIPHITHYTh Ha3af U
OTJISIHYThCS, YTOOH! YBULETH KEJITOE CYIIeCTBO B CTPAaHHOM Hapse.

"Uto at0? Gamumnbsap Kactepa?" Puilyka HeKOTopoe BpeMs Ha0rofana 3a CyIecTBOM, He 0Ctabiss
omutenbHOCTH. OHAKO CYIIECTBO PUIYKY IIPOCTO ITOMaxaso e JIamoii.

«Tol hamunbsp Kacrepa?» Crnpocuna Puinyka, npexpe 4yem [Juo4y HaKJIOHUI TOJIOBY U KUBHYIL.

«Koneuno, Kactep-ciyra u3 Beka 60roB, OH He II03BOJIUT Y€MY-TO IPOKPACThCS B €70 MaCTEPCKYIO,»
PullyKa B3MOXHYJIA C 06JIerYeHneM.

«Iluka, nmuka?» [Juoyy IoCcMOTpesl HEllIOHUMalle Ha PUIyKy, Tak Kak He 3HaJl, KTO OHa Takas.

«A? W3BuHH, ecnu g Tebs Hamyraa,» yaslOHynack Puilyka, a [Iluody mokayas roj0BO#, TOKa3kIBasd,
YTO BCE B IIOPSIAKE.

<<HOJIYMaTI> TOJIBKO, YTO y 3TOT'O 3aKJIMHATEJIA €CTh TaKOW MUJIBIN (baMI/IJ'IBHp.»

I'nmaps Ha [Tvouy, Puilyka XKYyTKO 3aX0TeJIOCh IOTJIagUTh €ro, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla OHa caeala
OIMH IIar K HeMy... 9To Oblna ee camas OoJbInas omuoKa.

«ITuka, [Muka, [Tuka!!!» (O? Tel npubnukaeubcs Ko MHe?) JIuio [nody u3MeHUIIOCh U IIPEBPATUIIOCH
B JIUI0, KOTOPOEe Ha BCIO XKU3Hb OCTAaBUTh PyIIyKe IIpaM B Aylre U OyOeT CHUThCS B KOIIMapax.

«LA?» PI/II.IYKa BHUOeJla, KakK MUJIO€ CO30aHrEe ITPEBPATUIIOCE B TOIIJIMBO AOJISA KOIIIMAPOB.

«[Tuka, muka!» (BMecTo Toro 4To0n yOexkaTh, TH UAEIIb IPSIMO KO MHe?) {104y IOOHSI JTanKy Ha
KOTOPHBIX BCITEIXHYJIO 9IEKTPUYECTBO, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT PHIlyKa pa3BepHYyJach U Havaia yberarTs.

«f tak u 3Hana!!! He MmoxeT OBITh, YTOOBI MaCTePCKast 3TOTO KacTepa Ovlzla HopManbHOM! ! !» Puiyka
ragasa, 4To 3TO 3a 37101 OyX, IIpeX[e 4eM CHeslaja ellle OOUH IIOBOPOT U BCTPETUIACh CO CBOUM
BTOPHIM IPOTUBHUKOM.



«*JIuKyroiee OyIbKaHbE*?» OpaHkKeBas CIU3b IIPUIIKIIIA K CTeHe 0COOHSIKa, 6pocasi BHI30B
TPaBUTALIAH, TIPEXIe YeM IIOBePHYJIa TOJI0BY K PHITyKe.

SCP-999 ornsapen Pullyky c ToyioBB OO HOT, IIpeXae YeM CAemaTh 1iar Brepel. Puilyka yBumgena 3To u
cresaja IIar Ha3aj.

[Iar Bmepeq, mar Ha3af, 00a OHU MPOOOJIXKAIOT 3TO AesaTh, moka SCP-999 He pemmncs aTakoBaTh.
«*JIMKYIOIIEE BYJIBKAHBE*!!!1» SCP-999 sipocTHO npeIrHyI Ha Puiyky.

«KAAAAAAA!!!» Punlyka flaxke He K0oJie0IsCh UCII0JIb30Bajia CBOM MUCTUYECKUI KON U ybexkarl,
HaIoJHAS KpUKaMu 0COOHSK, B TO BpeMs, Kak SCP-999 mon3 3a Heil.

«Yyyy?» Kypubox paccnabieHo JieTan 1o oCoOHAKY, Korfa yBunen Puiyky, npecnenyemoro SCP-999,
KOT7a OH IIOCTy4aJ 110 CTeHe 0COOHSKA.

«A?» B 3TOT MOMEHT niof, Pullykoi OTKpBLIach gbIpa.

«f] HeHaBUXKY 3TO MecCTO...» ['omoc Puiyku 3aTux, Korga oHa ynaja B sMmy, u SCP-999 notepsn cBow
JKEepTBY.
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