"XmMm? [Toxoxke, 9TO HE TOPOIIUT MeHS."

Bupisi, Kak CTapHK CIyckaet eny, Me UeH cierka ynsIOHYIICS U IOKadal TOJIOBOH, IPOTOKAs
3aKarkBaTh TOJIOBY B JIAIIIY, ¥ KaK TOJILKO OH OIIYCTHJI T'OJIOBY, I'la3a V HETO IOAEepraucCh.

Yepe3s mecsaTh MUHYT CTapUK, KOTOPHIH 1 Ay, BOPYT B3TISAHYI. [JUKUN BeTep CBEPKHYII BOKPYT
HETo, TIOAYJ B KaOMHKY 60cca, YTOOBI TPSCTUCDH, OH TaK MCITYTAJICS, YTO IOCIIEIINII IOTSIHYTh.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUH SIPOCTHBIN BETEP MOCTEIIEHHO paccesyics, 60cc OTTAHYI KabUHKY Ha3af
K YCTOMYMBOCTH, ¥ KOTHA OH IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY, HEAIEKO yKe CTOSIIIH TPU MYKYUHEI CPETHUX JIET C
TEHUCTHIMHU JIUIIAMH, OKPYKaBIIMMHU KaOUHKY C TPEX CTOPOH.

"Bel Tpoe, KaK Hac4yeT Janmu?"

XO035IMH BCTPETHII €T0 C YHBIGKOIZ, ¥ OOWH U3 HUX BHE3AIITHO OTMaXHYJICA KYyJIaKOM, BETED KyJIa4dYHOI'O
CBHCTa CBHUCTEIJI, a KabHHKa IM03aau X03siMHa Oblna IIpsiMO p836I/ITa Ha KYCKH, U Pa3JIMYHEIE
WHTPEOUEHTHI IIPOJIETEJIA B BO3OYXeE.

JIu1o 6occa Ob110 OeIBIM, KOTA OH IPOXKasl Ha MecTe.
“Tpu repos Llao?"
CTapHK IOJIOKUJI CBOU MAIOUKHU IJIS €Ikl ¥ CKa3asl TPy00BATHIM TOHOM.

"C103 EH, TH CIHIIKOM HEOCTOPOXKHA, YTOOHI IyTeIIecTBOBATh TONILKO C MaJIeHbKOM IeBOYKOIL, TH XKe
He OXKuMalla, YTO MbI, Tpu OpaTa, IpueaeM Ciofa, He Tak au?"

Tosoc cTapeiiiiero MyK4YuHbEL CPEOHUX JIET OBLI JIEASHEIM U HAIlOJIHEHHBIM 0€CKOHEUHBIMU
yOUICTBEHHBIMYA HaMePEHUSIMHU.

BuHrep yxKe MOHSII, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, ¥ B Y2KACHOM Tojioce ckalas: "Tpu 6pata [Jao? 3To mevanbHO
u3BeCTHHIU Ki1aH [lao Tpu I'eposi, KOTOPEIX pa3bICKUBAET BCS peKa BHe3emHas 3Be3ga?”

"BepHO, OHY CHIHOBBS CTAPOT0 AEAYIIKUHOT'O CONEePHUKA, ¥ TIOOYMaTh TOJIbKO, YTO MO€E
MeCTOHax0XKIeHre IMIPOCOYNIOCh U OHU MTOTHAJIUCh 3a MHOU Clofa."

JIu1o ctapuka OBIJIO TSIKEJIBIM.

Oten Lao "Tpu Crona", Llao Yk3HTyH, OB TOTHA IeYabHO U3BECTHBIM IbSIBOTLCKUM
KYJIbTUBATOPOM, a I103Ke yMep 0T COOCTBEHHOW PYKH, HEHABUCTh MKy ABYMS CTOPOHAMHU OBIa
OOJITOM.



Osna He potna Ao CMepTH.

Bce Tpoe MmyxuuH KinaHa [lao ObIIM CpeHUMU Ky/IbTUBaTOPaMu YuanYing, ¥ Tpoe U3 HUX BMECTe
naxe He 00sMMCh BeplIMHEL YuanYing, Ha 3TOT pa3 TPOe U3 HUX IPUIIIX ITOATOTOBIIEHHEIMHU, a
CTapUK yXke 4yBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHOE [aBJI€HUE.

"Cio3 EH, creHa, Korma Th OTPyOHUII TOJIOBY MOEMY OTIIy OOHUM YIAPOM, 5 10 CHX IIOP OTYETIIUBO
TIOMHIO 3TO JaxKe celyac, Torja Mul, Tpu OpaTa, MOKJISIUCE, YTO UCIIOIb3yeM TBOIO KPOBb, YTOOHI
IIPUHECTH B KePTBY MOETO OTIa, CETOHS MBl HAKOHEI-TO YXBATUJIUCh 3@ 9TOT IIaHC."

Bropoit unen cembu Kao o6mu3an ero ryosl, xkKectokas yiaei0Ka Ha ero nutle. Ctapediuuit u3 ceMbu
[lao He CKa3aJl HY CJI0Ba, HO €ro 3Heprus Ly IpoKaTUIach 110 ero Tejy, SBHO TOTOBOMY K yOapy.

I'maza CTAPpHKa CJIerKa CY3UuIINCh, KOT'Ja OH BCTAJl, YIUBUTEJIbHASA daypPa BBEIPEIBAETCA U3 €TI0 HEe OYEHb
BBEICOKOT'O T€JIa.

"Musopael, BH MOXKETe [ellaTh 3[IeCh BCe, UTO 3aX0TUTE, MOXKETe OCTaBUTh KaOUHKY [JIs MEHS? ITO
OymeT CTOUTH 1lei0e cocTosgHue!"

X03s1MH MOmpPOoCHI Xxpabpo, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH yKe [aBHO HAIyTaH A0 CMEPTH.

Ora 3aKkycouyHas Oblia ero XKU3HEeHHON KPOBbIO, MECTO, ITle OH I'OTOBUJI, OBUIO PAa30pPBaHO Ha KYCKH,
ecyy Obl 9TH CTOJIbI ¥ CKaMEMWKHU TOXKe ObITM YHUUTOXKEHHI, OH OBl IECTBUTEIFHO MHOT'0€ TIOTEPSIIL.

Bce aTu miogu ObImM BilafesnbllaMy, C KOTOPEIMEM OH HE MOT ITO3BOJIUTE ce0e CBSI3RIBATHCS Ha IMEPBBIN
B3TJIAL, OH He 0XKHIAJ, YTO OHU BOOOIIe 3aIlaTaT.

"Ulymuo!"

Bocc ITao rHeBHO 3aKpuyan U yoapui 6occa. KynbTuBaTOpE y2Ke OTHOCHIMCEH K CMEPTHHIM, Kak K
MYpaBbsM, U laXkKe OTHOCUJINCH K YeJI0BeYeCKUM XKU3HAM, KaK K TpaBe, TaK KaK OHM MOTJIU IIPOSIBUTH
XOTh KallJIl0 MUI0CEPOUs?

“XaM(I)! n

CTapuK chenaj miar BIepe[ U yX&Ke CTOsT mepef 60CcCoM, ¥ BOJTHOU ero OOJbIION PYKH MOTOK BeTpa
npuiien cO0Ky, MOJTHOCTHIO COKPYIIUB Kynak 6occa 1ao.

"He cnuimkoM iy 0eCCTBITHO HallafaTh Ha OOLIYHBIX JTIOfIel, Korfa Bel Bce HeOGecHrle MoOHapXu
Kanb-UH? [1ao Yk3HIYH ObLT TPE3PEHHBIM 3JI0[IEEM B IIEPBYI0 0YePeNb, I He MOTY IIPEICTaBUTh, YTO
€r0 CHIH TaK XKe HeOCTOMUH CIIeHHI".



T'onoc CTapHKa OBIJT JIEOSIHBEIM, OH TaKXKe CUMTAJICS aHBTepHaTI/IBOﬂ cpenu KyJIbTUBATOPOB,
COCTpaAaTeJIbHBIM K HebecaM, Yero OH He MOT BUMETH OOJIbIIIe BCETO - 3TO CTpadaHUs HApoOa.

"9#, crapuk Ci03, Mbl, Tpu OpaTa, MOXKeM yOuBaTh, KOTHa 3aX0TUM, ¥ YXOIUTh, KOTHa 3aX0TUM, KTO
3a00TUATCA O HAC, CeronHs TEL e[Ba JIM MOXKEIlb 3allUTUTh ce0s, ¥ THI BCE ellle XOUelllb CIIacaTh

opyrux?"
Bropoi u3 cembu Llao 04eHb IUKO CMeSITICS, OH OBITT CAMBIM KPOBOXKAOHBEIM U3 TpexX OpaThes.

"XM, MO CTapHuK, MOXeT ObITh, ¥ CTaphIl, HO C TPEMS U3 BacC, ILITAIOIIUMUCS YOUTh MEHS, B BCE
elnle HeMHOro Mojaons!"

MotrHasi yBepeHHOCTD TOSIBUIACh Ha JIUIE CTapuKa, KOTHa ero aypa MOgHsIach ele 00JIbIle, HO ero
cepmiie OBIZI0O HECPAaBHEHHO MPAYHBIM.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH OB B KOHIIE IfapcTBa F0aHb-MH, 9T Tpu OpaTa IPUIOKUIN PYKY K
00BbeOUHEHUIO CHJI [I7IT COBMECTHOM aTaKy, ¥ Y HETO IIOYTH He OO IIaHCOB Ha 1mobeny, eciu OBl OH
TIOTIRITAJICS CPA3UTHCS C TPEMSI C OOHUM U3 HUX.

OH OBITT CTAPUKOM, HEBAXKHO, YMep JI1 OH, ero 6ecrokouia BHy4YKa bunrep. Ho, rnsigs Ha BHEIIHOCTD
[Tao Tpex caMIIOB, OHY HU 3a YTO He OTIYCTAT buHTrepa.

"Crapuk C103, 3TO TeHUY MOJIOJOr0 IOKOoNeHus TBoeu ceMbu C103, C103 buH, BepHO? Ecnu BH ¢ Hel
o0a ymMpéTe 3mech, TO ceMbsi C109 MeHCTBUTENILHO IIepeBePHET He0O BBEPX MHOM, Xaxa'".

Bocc cembu Llao Bufen 3aTpynHuTeNbHOe nonoxenue Cio3 Ex u crasoBuics sce Gonee u 6onee
BBEICOKOMEPHBIM.

JIuno Monono¥ meBymKY ObUIO G7IeOHEIM, TPY caMila KjlaHa 1{ao ObIM 0ueHb U3BECTHE, ¥ XOTS OHA
Obly1a TOJTBKO B KOPOJIEBCTBE 30J10TOM [[aH, OHa MHOTO O HUX CJIblIIazna. XOTs ee COOCTBEHHBIN e[
Toxe 01 HeOecHRIM MoHapxoM, OH OBIT y2Ke 0UeHb CTap, U C 9TUM U C APYTUM, CUTyallus
OIIpesiesIeHHO Oblla 04eHb OITacHOM.

Ona Obla B cepenuHe OeCIIOKOMCTBA, KOrfa oHa nogMeTas Ye Chen, KOTOpEIit BCe elile eJ1 ero JIamiry.
9TOT MOI0O# YeoBeK, Ka3aloch Obl, celyac He 3HAJI O eIMKaTHOM CUTYalllH, 10 CUX IIOP €CT TaM
namniry ¢ 6e3pa3nuyHbEIM JIUI0M, Jaxe He B3TJISHYB Clofia.

"TIpocTo mypak, He OyMaroIIui B 9TO BpeMs cOexkaThb, U BCe ellle MUTAIOIIUNCS 30eCh Tanion!"

Cpio BuHT TalHo mokavasia I'0JI0BOH.

He Uen 6B HEMHOTO VIUBIIEH B CBOEM Cepflle, 3TOT CTapyK 6bl1 Ha3saH Cio3 EH, OH [eiiCTBUTENBHO



CJIBIIIAT O HEM DPAHBIIIE.

Cpasumiicad eMy BHE3eMHOU KyJIbTUBATOP [IbgaB0JI JIyo YIIOMSAHYJ UMS paCCEesIHHOTO KyJIbTUBaTOpa
C103 IOHa u ¢ 60nBIIEM BOCXUIIIEHHEM F'OBOPHII O HEM, Ha3kIBas €ro "4eloBEKOM IIpaBeHEIM,
KOTOPBIM CIIYyKUT TOJIKO IIPOCTHIM JIIOASIM".

[TpocTo 0 TOMY, YUTO OH JOJIXKEH OBIT 3aUTUIATh 0OBIYHOT0 I'PakiaHKHA, B TO BPEMS KakK ero
coOCTBeHHas XKM3Hb U CMEPTh BCeE ellle HaXOAITCS II0J] BOIIPOCOM, OH CPaBHUJI C HUM OeCUuclieHHOe
KOJINYECTBO KyJIbTUBATOPOB.

Yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy!"

Kak pas Torpa cuTyalus Ha II0Jie BHe3allHO M3MeHMIach, Tak Kak Tpu camiia Llao Ha monHou
CKOPOCTH, KaK OyaTO AUKO Geraiy Ha MOTOLMKJIAX, MTHOBEHHO MPUOBIB B ITpeeiaxX OecsaTd GyToB OT
nepumetpa Ciod EH, ¢ TpeMs ymapaMu I10 JIafOHK HaXKa/lk B TPeX PAa3HBIX HAMIPABIEHUSX.

JIuno Cros EHa 651710 IOpaskeHo, ero BHyTPeHHS SHePIUs IOChLIaNach BOMb JafoHell, TONBKO As
TOT'0, YTOOH! YBUOETD, KaK €T0 JIafJOHK ITePeBOPAYUBaIOTCs, 00pa3ys Ky/IauKOBYIO 3aIlUTy BOKPYT
TeJla, OTIIeYaTaHHYI0 Ha TafoHsx []ao Tpex MyKCKuUx ocobe.

"Banr!"

BRI CIIBIIIIEH TOJIBKO MIPUTIYIIeHHEH 3BYK, KOTHa TPY caMiia [[ao omHOBpeMeHHO OTKMHYIMCh Ha3al,
B TO BpeMs KaK CTapWK BBEITYCTHII IPUTTYIIEHHbIM BOPYaHHe U OTCTYIHII Ha MSTh IIaroB Ha3af B
OBICTPO¥M MOCTIENOBATEIEHOCTH, TaK KaK CTOJI OBIT TPECHYTI OT HET0 Ha KYCKH.

KomOuHMpoBaHHas aTaKa 9TUX TPouX Obllla He MaJleHbKUM IOOBUTOM, U ecyu 0wl Cio3 FOH He
TIOTIBITAJICS €T0 00e3BPeIUTh, s1 O0SIJICS, YTO BeCh JISHYKOY ObITT OB CDOBHEH C 3eMIIeH.

ManuHOBasi KpOBb CTeKasa B YToJl ero pra, rnasa Cios EHa mokasanu B3TIIsif HexelnaHus, Kak OH
MOXKET CKa3aTb, YTO OH TakKxXKe SIBJIAETCS NaBHUM 3KCIIEPTOM, flaXke B 9TOW CUTyalliu, y HEro Obla
olpenesieHHas CTEIIeHb YBEPEHHOCTH, YTOOB Oe3KaTh, MaXkKe C BHYYKOH.

Ho sTu Tpu napHs, 94epT BO3bMH, OHU [JepXKajlu B 3aJI0KHUKaX KU3Hb BCEro Hapona JITHIKOY, U UX
3a0acToBKYU OBUIM IPOMOTTIACHEL, fake He 0CTABUB eMy HUKaKON BO3MOXKHOCTU YKIIOHUTHLCS, HO
IIPUHATH UX KECTKO!

"Memymka!"

Cepaue Croa bun 6s110 Hanyrano, Cioa EH B OMHO MTHOBEHUE HEOKHUIAHHO [IOJIy4nsia TpaBMy OT
Tpéx "CioH" L]ao, ¥ y>Ke cerogHsi Be4epoM OHa Obla B IJIOXOM COCTOSIHUH.



"BuH'ap, 3TO BCe IOTOMY, YTO AedylliKa mpuyuHui Tebe Bpem!"

C103 EH GBI 04eHDb pacCcTpOeH, eciiu Obl OH He ObLI KagHBIM K 3TOI KaXfe CJI0B, OH Obl He 03BOJMI
TpeM MyxKurHaM 1lao BOCIIOI30BaATHCS UM.

"Ienymkal"

Cepaue Cros buHa OBIJIO TPYCTHEIM, OH HE 0XKHKAAJI, YTO IIPOCTO IIPOBOXKAJT AeAYIIKY Ha IIPOTYJIKY, a
TIOTOM CTOJIKHYJICS C TIEPEXBATOM BParos.
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