WuTepmionus 2. CTpaTernyeckuii 00beKT.

B Takoe cMypHOE yTpO Hafo OBIJIO CHUETh oMa. A ecyiu He OMa, TO PSIOM C KOCTPOM B jlarepe Kynia
Jydille, HeXKelu 3[ecCh B 1ecy. Tak Jymasu U [Ba COJfaTa B CEPHIX MUHENIX, IPOXOASAIMIUX CKBO3b
necHyto 4aio0y. ['ycToit 6op. HacTonmbKo I'yCcTOM, YTO HEJb3s ObLJIO YBUAETH IPOCBETa B KPOHAX
IIEPEBBEB, @ 3a [eCSATh METPOB [IePEBbs CKPHIBAIX TeOsd OT UyKOTo Iy1a3a. [IJ1s yMesbIX BOSIK 9TO OBIIO0
CKOpee MIPerMyIIeCTBOM, YeM HemocTaTkoM. TeM Gonee, 3agaHue y HUX OBIZIO COOTBETCTBYIOLIUM:
HaWTH MEeCTO [JIsI CeKpeTHoM 6a3kl. M moroga Bpose u moMorasia UM, OTBaXKKBast IIOCTOPOHHUX. [la
BOT UM CAaMUM IIPUXOUIIOCH IIYPUTHCS, A0l XOTh YTO-TO PA3TIANETh.

— [TapmuBo. — 3aKJI0YUII 3peiblii MyXK4YKHA C IPOCENbI0 B BUCKaX. ['0JI0BY 3aKphiBajla apMelcKas
bypaxka, mouTtu opurepckas. — Kaxercs, Mbl 3a61yaunuch. g He BUXKY OPUEHTUPOB, 110 KOTOPHIM
HaJo0 ULATH.

— Jla 94TO HaM caenaeTcsa? MoxkeT, BepHeMCs Ha3a[ U HauHeM CHavana? KomaHOoup ke He Benen
HaM J1000# 1IeHOW HANTH 3Ty KPemnocTh? — HamapHuK OB MOJIOXKe, B TJla3aX BUIEIICS MOIOOEIIKUI
6meck. Ha cBeTsof rojioBe cupesia rnarmaxa.

— Iymaems? [TaBait momnpobyeM.

OHU CcBepHYIU Ha3al, K TOM TPOIe, KOTOPYIO IPOTONTaIl MUHYTY Ha3ad. HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO IETO
Opaso cBoe, 3Tu pebsiTa OfeIuCh IOTeIIee, CIIOBHO OXKUIAIN KPYTOr0 BETpa ¥ HayaBIIerocs MOK[s.
Y papu 4ero oHM IIJIM IIOCJIEOHUN YacC B 3Ty CTOPOHY, clipamuBaeTcsa? [lepauch u nepnucek. [Ja u oT
r7a3 yCKoIb3aja Kakasi-To IeTallb, ClIocoOOHas oMOYh ObICTPee pelllnTh 3aHyOHYI0 3aragky. "Hautu
KpernocTh" — CoBa uxX HeoORYaHOI0 KOMaHIUPa pa3aaiich B TojoBax y oboux. [la, cka3as Obl uM
KTO, KaK HalTH 3Ty IPOKIATYI0 KPeIoCTh. BlipoyeM, HUYero youBUTEIbHOI'0, CAMOJIETOB-TO § HUX
HEeT, Jake BO3[AYIIHBIM Iap — U TOT OKa3aJICA IJI0XeHbKOU MOAe/IKOU Apyra UX KoMaHAayolero. bes
TpPaHCIOpTa, 0€3 TeXHUKY, CBOMMU cujlamMu. CBOMMHU CUJIaMH{ Haflo MCKATh CTapyIo KPEIOCTk.

Kto GBI 3HAJ, 4TO I'Mie-TO B JIeCy HAXOOUTCS CTOPOXKKa elre BpeMeH KueBckoit Pycu. Tak Befb Hales
KTO-TO, PACKOIIaJl apXUBHI, JIETOMIKMCH, BI'PHI3CS B UCTOPUIO ¥ 0OHAPYKUI Ha3BaHUE MTOTPAHUYHON
KPEeIOCTH KAaKOT'0-TO MEJIKOTO FOCYyIapCTBa MaBHUX BPeMeH. A MOTOM JTI00UTh HCTOPUHU Havall,
paccrnpaimnBaTh rpuOHMKOB U HaceJleHue OnukKaliux qepeBeHb, KTO-HUOYIb Ja BUeN, 4To B 60py
BAJISIIOTCS MOIO3PUTEIILHO TIafIKie KaMHH, BCTPeYaloTCs OpeBeHYaThie M30bl, CTHUBILIKE IO
HAmopoM 6ecCTPaCTHOTO BpeMeHHU, HaXOsITCS PKaBble HaBEPIIUS KOMUM, TePeKUBIINEe X035€B
oracHoOro opyxus. Ouu 6pi. HUTOYKM, BedyImue K KOraa-To OPoLIeHHON KpemocTu. M ckopo, mycThb
310 OymeT He CEeTOMNHS, HO Yepe3 Hefleso, OHa paciiBeTeT ObUIBIM BenuuneM. U maxke 6osblie, v ee
3aBeOMO HOBOTO BJIajieJIblla Ha Hee OOJIbIIKe IIJIaHEL.

OOpeTiieMy, MOJIYYUBIIEMY TaKyIO CHIy HEBEPOSITHO 1OBe3710. Kak MOTJIO He ITOBe3TH YeJI0BEKY, Y
KOTOPOTO TTOSIBUJIACH CIIOCOOHOCTD IMTPU3BIBATH HA CBOIO CTOPOHY THICSIYHU THICSY BEPHBIX COJIAT?
PasymeeTcs, 3a Bce OblyTa CBOS IJIaTa, HAIPUMeP HeoOXomuMast [IJIs XKU3HY efla WA XKUITbe, OMHAKO
HAWTH IMIPOMKUTAHNE HE COCTABIISIIO TPYOA B OTPOMHOM TEXHOTEHHOM MUDE, a KUbe... C 9TUM UyTh
nu He mpoire. C CHITO apMKK 3a CIIMHOKH. UTPOK B KOMIILIOTEPHEIE CTPATETHH CTAPAJICT He
000JIBIIATHCS U [epxKai ce0s B PyKaX, He3puMas BJIacTh JaBUiia Ha ero MO3TH, IIePHOTHYHO
HCIBITHIBAIa €TI0 CUIY BOJIM U IOATAaYMBajla BHYTPeHHUE CTepkeHb. M Bce paBHO, BMECTE CO



criocobHocThio Company of Heroes, OOpeTiInii CTas BOIJIOIMIEHMEM HEBO3MYTHMOCTH, KaKUM JIOIKEH
OBITH XOPOIIKH KOMaHIYIOUINH, KAKUM HOJIKeH OBITh Be3MeCYIIUi CTpaTer.

3Han 661 Muxani, Kak OH IIOJTy4YUT 3Ty CUITy, HU 3a YTO Ol He moBepu. IllyTKa 1, B OKHO BphIBAeTCS
IY4YOK CBETA, MIPEBPAIAETCs B JIyY U BIPHI3AETCS B XPYIIKOE TEJI0 UCTOPUKA. Bce Moryo OHITh 1 Kyda
npo3anyHee. Hanpumep, rpy30BUK, COMBAIOIINN HEOCTOPOKHOIO MEIIEX0/a, U Maru4eCcKuil Kpyr,
TIEPEHOCSLINHI TOT0 B UHOM MUD, WJIX CBEPXHOBAS TEXHOJIOTHS BUPTYaIbHOM peanbHOCTH C
3arJIIOYUBIINM TIOJTHEIM IIOTPyKeHreM. Morio O6bITh BCe UTO YTOOHO, a IOJIy4Ynsioch Tak. [Tocre
IIOJTyYEHUST CBOMX CHJT MuIlla 4aCTO 3KCIIEPUMEHTUPOBAJI, C er0 HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIUIIOM U
pacuechiBaHHEM Kyliei 00pOMIbI 9TO CMOTPEIOCh MOHYMEeHTanbHo. B kakoM-To pope. [ Muxauna...

CroycTsa oBe HeleNnu OOJITUX pa3MBIIJIEeHUY U TeCTOB, CAMOIIPOBO3IIallleHHbIM KOMaHOYOIINM
Kpacuoii MuxalyioBCKOM ApMUY peIInsl HadyaTh HOBYIO XXM3Hb. OH yIlIesI B JIeC BMECTE C OTPSALOM
MHKEHEPOB, YeThIPe IIPOCTHIX MyXKHUKa B 3eJIEHBIX TeIbHSAIIKAX U IPYOLIX IIITAHAX CBOMMHU YEePHBIMU
caroraMu IIPOTOTNTAJA HECKOJIBKO AOPOT K JecCHOMY yoexuiy Muxaunsna. OO6peTiuii nHOTa
3arnasageiBall B rOPOf, MOKyIal ey Ha IpPoJaHHble "HaleHHble" BUHTOBKY MOCUHA, U CMOTPET 3a
cutyauuen. ICTOpUK He AyMaJl, 4YTO OH OUH IOJTy4YuJl 0COOeHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, U 0COOEHHEIM OH
HUKorga cebs He cuuTas. Tak ¥ 0Ka3aloCh, KOT[la ero MajeHbKast apMus, KMBYIas B IajaTKax,
paspocnach 40 COTHU YesloBeK, 06J1acTHOM ropof HaKkphina yyMa Ob6peTtiux. KaxX bl oecsaThlil Uiu
HEeBSATHIU [TOYUUI CUJTy, C KOTOPOU CIef0Baio CUUTAThCA. [JBOE CYTOK IIPOILIO, IIpeXae YeM IepBLEe
0eCcrnopsiOKY yTUXIIU.

3a BpeMsi CBOEM MOATOTOBKY K HEMUHYEMBIM COOBITHSIM MuXauia CyMell pacKomaTh B apXUBax
6ubIMOTEKY CTaphle JIETOIUCH, I'ie onuckBaics GopT. KTo Ovl 3Has, moueMy ero 3abpocunu. 3To
OBLITO MEabHEIM PELIEHUEM IJIsT CO3TAaHUs TOTHOLeHHO! 6a3kl. CripsgTaHHAs U 3a0bITast KPETOCTh
TIOCITy2KKJ1a ObI He TOJTBKO JKUJIBEM, HO ¥ CPEICTBOM 00OPOHEBI. Mullla MPUHST pelneHre 00KUTh
KpemnocTh. Ee MpeacTosiyio MUlllb HaWTHU. ITO OBIO CI0XKHO. [IociaHHbIE OTPSABI TIEPEOETHIX CONIAT
OTIpAIlMBaJIU XUTEJeH NepeBHHU, HO HUKTO He MOT TOYHO CKa3aTh, TIe ellle UX [e[bl BN PYUHBI
doprTa, pegkrie TpUOHUKY WY JIECHHYKE YTO-TO OYOHMIIM ITPO He3aMeTHbIe OPUEHTUPH, HO KOTa
IeJI0 MOXOMUIIO 10 TOTO, YTOOHI IIPOBECTHU TYHa, BCE OTKA3hIBAJIKCH.

K papmocTtu cTpaTtera, ero noau Bce XkKe HaKOManu HyXkKHY10 nHpopMalnio. CTaphiil feOoK,
BO3BpALLABIINNICS [TI03HO HOUBIO U3 OJHOTO Cejla B APYTroe, 3aMeTHUJI IIepPeofeThIX conaat. CI0XKHO 11
ObIBAIOMY HEBSHOCTOJIETHEMY CTAPUKY OTIUYUTD I'PazkIaHCKUX OT BOSK? [la HUCKOIBKO, TOT TOXKeE
CIIY2KUJI B CBOE BPEMSI, BEITOHSS ellle (PPUIIEB ITOTaHOM METJION. Pa3roBOPUBIINCE Ha TATOTaX CITyKOHI,
OoM1Ibl HeB3HAYAM CIIPOCUI 00 OKPECTHOCTSX Iefla, a TOT ¥ paccKasall, KakK MaJIbuMuIIKON Oecuncs
BMECTe C OPY3bSIMHU Ha pa3BajiHAX KaKOT0-TO HEIIPABUJIBHOTO JOoMa. B maMsTu ele cBexka Oblyta Ta
IeTCKas MCKpa, OHa ¥ HAllOMHHUJIa IPUMEPHBIY IIYTh A0 KPEIOCTH, 110 HEMY OBOWKA COJIJaT ¥ MOIllia
Ha CJIefywIIuy geHb. YTo-TOo, IIpaBha, y HUX He 3aJIagUJioCh.

— [laBaii oTYMTaeMCsl KOMaHAUPY U MoifeM B cienyoumi pa3? Hy kak MbI TyT pa3bepemcs, Tae
cTapsiit oy6... CMOTpH, 3TO Bedb OHa? — MoJomoi mokas3ast cTaplieMy CONIAaTy Ha HEe4TO BHajeke.

— Tet 0 ge... On-ma! Momnopen, CnaBka, Hames! ITomiu ObICTpel, IOCMOTPUM, KakKas TyT
apxuTeKTypa, 3HauuT! — CopaThl MOCIeInId, IpojlaMbiBas BETKH, K BUAHEIOIEMYCSl 3aMKy. Ecnu
OBl He CIIy4alHOCTh, TO €T0 MOTJIY OBl HCKATh HE OJIHY HeeJTio.



Camnoru cTy4asny 10 TBEPOOM 3eMJle, MHOTA TPaBa 3arjylliajia IIaru, HO BCe PaBHO — TOIOT CTOSII
rpoMKui. Bo#Ikl TPoOUBaNIKUCh Yepes I'yCTOM JIeC, BETKY IEIJIs/IM OfeK/Iy, B r7la3a je3jla MOIIKa,
TpyXa CBEPXY ChINlajsia Ha Ijieun. rofky UCThIKaIN BCIO MOKPYIO IIMHETb, IIOSIBUBIINECS JTYKU
XJIIOIIa/IU 11O TBEPHOY NOCTyIbl0. OOWH pa3 Ha OTCHIPEBIIEN 3eMJjie ITIOCKOJIb3HYJICS CTapllinui, Ha
T'PSI3U C OINaBIIMMHU JIUCTHSIMHU ¥ MOKPOIi TPaBO# callor chexall MpsaMo K OnuxkaiinemMy KaMHi0. Temno
IIPOJIETEJIO METP, @ IIOTOM PYKHU eJie YCIIeIu 3allUTUThb I'0JIOBY OT OllacHOTO nafgeHusi. ConpaT 4ygoM
ocTascsi ¢ 000MMH TJla3aMHM, B IIOTY OH pacCMaTpPUBAll OCTPHIM KaMeHb, B CAHTUMETPax OT CBOETO
nuna. Cnydail 3aCTaBUII ABUTaThCS OCTOPOXKHee. Ha Aylile ocTaBajiCcs THUJION Cllef CTpaxa U rajkou
pPacTepsHHOCTH.

— len? Trl, KOHEYHO, Haellb. Heyxenu Bce B TBOEM BO3pacTe Ha HOTaX CTOATh HE MOTYT? —
Momomnoit paccMesinicsi, Ho OBICTPO 3aTHX MO B3TJISIAOM XMYPOTro cTapinero. — [la magHo, mamHo! A
Ke oIy TuI!

— 3y0Onl 661 TeOE BBIOUTE 3a Takue HIyTKU. Hy u uTo mymaenb? — O0a MOCMOTPENH Ha PYUHEL.

[TocMoTpeTh OBITIO Ha YTO: KPEIOCTh OblJIa HE TAKOM OTPOMHOM, KaK IeJTblif 3aMOK, HO MOTJIa
BMECTUTh MUHUMYM HECKOJIPKO COTEH 4eJIOBeK, a TO 1 6osbiie. CTEHH B IBA POCTA YeJIOBeKa,
TOJIIIIMHOM C XOpoIrii aBToOyc. CHapyK¥ BUAHEIOTCS TPELIMHBL, KOTOPEIe IPUAETCS 3aIuBaTh
6eToHOM, IOBCIOAY OOMbIIMEe KaMHU, OTKOJIOBIINECS OT 3yOheB CTeH. TaM, Te Korga-To ObUIM BOPOTa,
poc MOX Ha xonMuke u 6epe3a. OT 6apOakaHa, BXOOHOY OalltHU ¢ BOPOTaMy, HE 0CTaJIOCh HUYETO0
11€J10T0, KphIllla 00BaIUIach, a fePEBIHHBIE NETaU YIOHOOUINChH XPYIIKOMY CTEKITy — TaKoe
TPOHEIIb, BCE TIOPYIIUTCS. YIUBUTEILHLIM OBIJIO TO, YTO KTO-TO B CBOE BpeMsi MOT 06paboTath
CTOJIbKO KaMH$, IIPUBE3TU €0 U BHICTPOUTD 3[eCh KpenocTb. OOBIUHO AJIST TaKUX (GOPTOB
VCII0JIb30Ba/IM Ma4YTOBBIE IE€PEBbs U BEICTPAUBaIM MHOTOYPOBHEBLEIM YaCTOKOJI, a 3[4eCh Ha
MIOJTHOLIEHHYIO BBICOTKY KaMHSI XBaTHUT.

— Komanpaup, HaBepHOE, yKe 3HaeT 0 MECTOIOJIOXKeHUU 3aMKa. — CKa3ajl MOJIOAoU Copart.

— Ila. Ero cnoco6HOCTH 3HATh BCe 000 Bcex myraeT. Ho 3To 3Ke Hall KOMaHOUD, TaKue JIIONU BCeraa
HYKHBI apMuu. — CTaplmii MoxIonasn PyKou o KapMaHaM IIWHENH, 4yTh IT03Ke Ha Tjla3a
HaOBUHYIUCH OpoBU. — [loTepsn 4yTo u?

— T 0 uem?

— [Tauky curapetr. MHe TyT noporHanu nadky "benomopa". Tsaxenble curapeTsl, Xopowmuve. Takue
mau... ma XoTs Ol Tebe, cpa3y 3aKamuisemscs. Ax-xa-xa!

— CkaxeIrb Toxe. f BooO1e He Kypro... Cyiaii, a TyT PSIoM AepeBHu He Ob10? Takoi, KOTOPYIO
Obl MBI He TIOCEITaIN?

— Her, BCce OKpecTHEBIE IePEBHU MbI IIOCETUIIM IMYHO, [aJbIlle TOJILKO JIec. A 4TO Takoe, Tebe K
meBKaM Hafo? — YXMbINKa Oblyta roBopsiies "Ox, HY ¥ MOJIOOEXBb".



— Yepr, HeT. KaxeTcs, y HaC He3BaHbe IOCTU. — MOCHHKa IJIaBHO CheXajla I10 Mjieyy B IIepIIaByio
palboTsIyio TafoHb, 3aTBOP MepenepHynu. [Iputien HaBeau Ha TONOBY MTOJO3PUTENILHOTO Tejla. —
CMoOTpH, TYyT KaKOU-TO Yy[UK B KeJIe3HOM Belpe.

IIBoe MOCMOTPENH Ha CHYIOIIEro TyHa-Ciofla TOIIero YeloBeKa, 3aBEPHYTOr0 B pBaHb. B pykax oH
HepzKal TOIOP ¥ HaCTOSIIUM IUT, a Ha royioBe Obln O0JIBINOM 1I7TeM, a He Beapo! CTapiiuii conmaT
MOT TIOKJISICTBCSI, YTO TaKOe OH BHU[EN KOTa-TO JaBHO B IIKOJIe, KOTMla paccMaTpuBal B MOCKBE B
My3ee HaCTOSIIIUH I1JIeM KpecToHoceB. OOQHAKO HUKTO He 3HaJI, YTO 3TO OB He IIIJIeM KPeCTOHOCIIA,
TO OBIJT HE YeJIOBeK, [la U COoJIilaTa Ha CaMOM JieJie HUKOI'la He CyIIecTBOBAJIO 0 TO0 MOMEeHTa, Koraa
Mwuxann 3aKa3all IOHUTA B CIIEeIMaIbHOM ITOCTPOMKeE. A TOIIUH IPOMIOIKall XOOUTh 0e3 1eu, 0o
IIePBOM IyJIM OH HUKOTO He TPOTaJl, a IIocJie C TPOMKUM XJIOIKOM PYKbe II0C/Iano ePBHIU aTPOoH,
IOChITast BTOPOH. ITyau mpoOuIK 11eM, ¥ TOIIUH ciier... YToOh MOgHSATHCS C alIbIM CBETOM B IIPOPE3U
CJIOMaHHOTO IIIeMa.

— Kakoro?!.. CnaBka, 6eXyUM, 3TO HEUYUCTS!

Conpathl mepexBaTUIIA PYXKbs IMOynoOHee ¥ PBaHYJIH IIPOYb. Bce paBHO OHM 3HAIOT, KaK CIOfla
nmobpartbcsi. Ho He mpoIIo ¥ MUHYTHL, KaK UM IPUIIIOCh 6e2KaTh 00paTHO: CO CTOPOHH JIeca, OTKYyIa
OHY TIPHUIIIIY, K HUM IIaTal HEPOBHOW JTUHUEHW T'OJIble CKeJIeTH. B pyKax HEMEPTBEIX BUTHEIHUCH
TOTIOPBI, BUJTHI ¥ P2KaBhHIE KOIbsI, @ CaMHU CKeJIeTHl UMeJIM Ha TOJIOBE IIPOCTHIE TOJICTHIe KACTPIOJIH.
PaccmatpuBaTh X Hasblie He OBIJI0 BpeMeHH, KpacHOapPMeHIIbl PBaHY I Yepe3 MOPYIIeHHBIH BXO B
KPerocCTh, mo0ezkaau HaBepX Ha CTeHy. I10 cepo-KOPHYHEBBIM IIJIUTAM CTy4YasIu IOIOIIBH,
pa3bpackiBasi 3eMJII0 ¥ TPsi3b. ber mpomomKacs [o mepBol OalHy ¢ 00BUCIIEH IBEPHI0, OHA
ylernesa JIUlb O1arofgapsl MeTaNIMYeCKUM IJIaCTHHAM. BHYTPH KBaipaTHOTO IIOMENIEHUS OBITO
IyCTO, TOJIbKO BePTHUKAJTbHAS HA BEPXHUU 3TaX IIPUBIIEKJIA HOCTATOYHO BHUMAHMUS.

HaBepxy MOXHO OBIZIO paCCMOTPETh HEBEPOSITHOE 3penule. [Iyratomee. Bokpyr kpemnoctu
co0Opanch MePTBELL, BCE CKEJIETH, BCE C KAKUM-TO IPSHHEIM OpyXKueM. [1eCATKH, OHU
IpUOINKANUCh K eIUHCTBEHHOMY YKPBITHIO IBYX JIIOLEH, BEIIOJIHAIOINX e0UHCTBEHHBIY [IPUKAa3:
"HaiiTu KpemnocTs". YOexuie mjisi HUX U UX ToBapuiel. Botr onu Haminu ee. U Bce? Temeps UM mmopa
ymupaTh? CKeJleTsl OGHOBPEMEHHO LIENIKHYIN CBOMMHU YernocTamu: "[A!". Ctapimi nogouen K
Kparo 3y0I10B, IPHUIIEIUIICS ¥ IIPOOUIT OOUH Yepel, 3aTeM BTOPOH, OT TPETHETO OTJIETeNa Iy,
YeTBEPTHIY CKPOLIUJICA U Pa3BaJIUICS.

— Yto croumb?! [laBau, cTpensii!

— I-ma! 3a CoBetckuit Coro3! — MocuHKM 3apaboTany B Iapy, MHOTHA 3aBajiuBasi HACMepPTh
MepTBeIloB. M eIMHCTBEHHOM OTPafO IJIsl ABYX YCTAIOMKUX OOMIIOB, MOXKUAAIOMIUXCS TIOOKPEIIeHUS
— KOTOpPO€ TOYHO MpPUAeT! — OBl MaTPOHHL. XOPOIIo, YTO OHM He KOHYAIOTC!
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