OHa BoIIIJIa B KOMHATY ¥ yBUfesa KiogaHa, KOTOPHIHM CHAeN 3a MUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, PacCIa0uBIITHCE
Y BOBIXasl MaJeHbKHe KTyOwl JbIMa OT CBoe curaphl. OH MPOMOIKal CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO PYKY, He
oOpalrasi BHUMaHHUS Ha TO, YTO OHA CHOBA BOpBasiaCh B KOMHATY. JTO ero 6e3pa3InyHoe IoBefeHre
... paHHUIIO ee ere GOJIbIIE.

— 4... MHe coBceM He XKanb! — Cka3ajia OHa I'POMKO ¥ OTUYET/IUBO. — fl He BUHOBATa, YTO HE yMel0
YUTATh.

Knogan mMosyars, HO HaKOHeI] B3T/ISIHY/I Ha Hee. BOOyIIeBUBIINCH, OHA IIPOAOJIKUIIA.

— A Toxe X04Yy YATATh KHUTHU U IIKNCATh nucema! TH gaxe He IIpeacTaBiIdeIlnb, B KaKOM 1 OTHadHHUH...
TBI 3HA€Illb, KaK MHE OBIJIO HEJIOBKO B TOT I[eHb?! Ho ceropgns s IIPOCTO XOTeIIa, YTOOBI MHI ...

Eure oguH BCXIIUT COpBAJICA C ee 1"}76, KOTr'la CJIe3bl HEYOEP2KUMO IIOTEKJIN II0 JIAITY. Bup ee
IJIa4ymero JIxula ObLT BeCbMa XkaJiok. Kimoman B3TJIAHYJI Ha HEee U OTIJIOKHUILI CUT'apPy. OH mopgoen K
Hell MeOJIeHHBIMH, TBEPOBIMU IIaraMHu.

— Ceromug TH X0TeJjia, YTOOLI MEI COeIaid 4To?

— IIpocTto ... MHI ... ...

— Ilouemy TH He IPUXOOHUIIA BCE 3TO BpeMs?

Knomana He BoiHOBaja ee 6€3rpaMOTHOCTh. TO OBIIO ITOCIenHee, 0 YeM oH ayMain. Ho Peit



KoJie0asiack, MOKOPHO CXKUMast ero pybaruky.

— 41... MHe OBIJIO TaK HEJIOBKO. f He yMeI0 UMTaTh, ¥ BCE XKe S OJ0IKUIa y Te0sT KHUry. 7
YyBCTBOBasa ce0s TKUBOU OYPOH...

— MeH4d 3TO HE BOJIHYET.

— [I-maxe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 5 conraja Tebe?

— Pe#i, B TOT meHL MBI C TOOOU OBUIM OIM3KHY.

KrnomaH HeXHO B35J1 ee 3a OAO0POOK, IOTIaXKKBask 00IbIINM HaJbIIEM T'YOHL.

— Ecnu TH He IIPpUXOOHUIIIb Ha cnenylomnﬁ AJE€Hb, KaK g MOI'y 3TO HCTOJIKOBATh?

OH HaKJIOHUJICS O/IKMXKe, ero TeIIoe AhIXaHue 00MyBaso ee NMuilo. Eile 4yTh-4yTh, ¥ OHHU OB
11eJI0BaNIuCh, HO Peli OblNa Tak yOMBIIEHA €T0 CJI0OBAaMH, UTO aXke He 3aMeTHIa, Kakoe Majioe
PaCCTOSTHUE MX Pa3feisiio.

— Tebe 3T0O He TOHPABUIIOCH?



— T-THI XK[man MeHS BCe 3TO BpeMs?

— Ckaxu, Tebe TOHPABUJIOCH UJIU HET?

Pelt TuxX0 moOKaydaja rojoBoi. Ee cre3rl HAKOHEI-TO 3aKOHUYMIUCh. O6neryenue HaXJIBIHYJIO Ha HEee,
KOTZla OHAa ITOHSJIa, YTO OH BCe elrle 3a00TUTCS O HeH.

— T-THl He HeHaBUOUIIL MeHs? Thl XKe He CYUTaellb MeHS TYIOT0JIOBOM UANOTKOM?

KrnomaH cokpaTun paccTosHue MeXy HUMU U B MTHOBEHUE OKa IIpuxkarscs rybamu K ee rybam. Ox
pa3OBUHY ee I'yObl CBOMM S3BIKOM U CTPACTHO ONYyCTOIINII ee. Pell moyyBCcTBOBaja €1aboCTh B
KoneHax. OH 1e/IoBajl ee Tak IIyD0KO, CJIIOBHO XOTeJI IIOTJIOTUTh; eC/id OBl OH He MOANepKuBaJl ee
PYKO¥ 3a Tanuio, oHa Onljla yBEpeHa, YTO yKe pyxHyia Obl Ha moji. X Msarkue ry0Obl IpOfoIKaiu
COTIPUKAcaThCs OPYT C APYTOM, X BHYTPH HUX HapacTaJo TEIJIo.

Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB UM IIPUIIJIOCE OTOPBATHCA, YTOORI ImepeBeCTHu OyX. Peii IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, 4YTO
ImoTepsdia 94aCTb ce0bs1, Korza ero T'Y6BI pacCCTalucse C ee FY6aMI/I. Krnopan, kazanocs, YYBCTBOBAII TO
XKe CaMoe, IIOTOMY 4TO JIaCKaJl ¥ IT0CAaCkIBAJl KaXKObIM JIONM ee JIUIA.

— Jl-nopn, nopoxpauTe...

— Her.

Peii momneiTanace YCIIOKOUTE €ro, HO €T0 KeJlaHne OBITIO CJTHIIIKOM CHJIBHBIM. ETo IIO3uluAa Orblna



TBeppou. OH He OCTaBUT €€ B IIOKOE.

— T'ocioguH, N-MOXKaNyucTa...

— 4 ckazan — HeT.

— K-Kmnogas...

Peii cymena npousHectu ero ums. Ero riasa pacumpunuch. OH Obl7T HACTOIBKO MOTPSICEH, YTO Ha
KaKoe-TO BpeMsI OCTaBUJ ee JIULO B IoKoe. OHA IOCMOTpesia Ha ero Peakluio U 3aCTEeHYUBO
yIBIOHYTaCk.

— Knopas.

Ha 9TOT pa3 oHa Mpou3Hecsa 3TO C IPUIMBOM BHOBL 00PETEeHHON YBEPEHHOCTH, JIUIIKB €ro fapa
peyun.

— T-TbI He mounTaelns MHe, Kimoman?

— 41 OBl IpeaTOYen ApPyroe 3aHATHE.



— H-HO 5 C HeTepPIeHueM XKajida BOSMOKHOCTH IIOYUTATh BMECTE C TOOO1.

KnomaH He CMOT ymepKaThCs OT YITbIOKH.

— THI... IeMCTBUTEJIBHO...

OH cpancs. OH UCITYCTHUI B3[0X, 3BYK, KOTOPHIM Ka3aJics My3wIKou I yiiel Peii. Ee ryOwl, Tenmeps
SIPKO-KpACHHIE OT €ro IOIIe/IyeB, PaCIJIBIINCh B IIMPOKOM YIEIOKEe, 3aCTaBUB €I0 HaXMyPUTh OPOBH.

— [loyeMy THI TaKast Musas?

Munasa? HUKTO HUKOTla He Ha3kIBaJl ero Tak. [laxe ee POOUTENIN, KOTOPbIe BOCIUTHIBAIU €€ C
3a00TO¥, HUKOTIa He TOBOPHUJIK €l TakuX CJI0B. Ee Opart Ob1 6e3HameKeH, OH TOJIbKO U3IeBaJICS U
BeICMeUuBan ee. CHIIbHOE YYBCTBO MOAHSIIOCEH B Hell. OHa He Moryia He nmio6uth Ero, Toro, KTo
3aMedvast B Hell TO, 4ero He 3aMedasl HUKTO JPYTOH.

Knoman u Peii mpoBenu BMecTe Iiesblii eHb. OH moiMas cebs Ha TOM, YTO COBEPIIEHHO 0YapoBaH ee
BOJIOCAMH, ¥ MIPOIOJIKAJ TTIAJUTh UX, TOYTH KaK KOIIKA, JTaCKaloIas KIyooK Mpsxku. Peit 3a0w1a 000
BCEX CBOMX 3aIlpPeTax U MOJIHOCTBIO OTIYCTUIa ce0si. Bckope oHa oOHapyXuia, YTO KJIafeT HOTH Ha
Oenpa KnogaHa, Korma OHM BMECTe YHTAJIK BOJIIIeOHbIEe KHUTH.

XoTs oHa Oblna pa3opeHa U ed HeKynma OblIo uATH, Peil Teneps xkula Kak n306aoBaHHEIN peOeHOK,
KOTOPOMY [Iajid Bce Ha cBeTe. To, Kak Kioman oOpatasncs ¢ Hell, BBOOWIIO ee B 3a0/TyKIeHue,
3aCTaBIIsis JyMaTh, UTO OHA BOJIbHA [€NIaTh BCe, UTO 3axoueT. OH He pyTal ee, eCu oHa Opomusa mo
IIOMECTHIO, ¥ HaxKe Impejaraj ed JecepThl Kaxk bl Yac WJIM OKOJIO TOTO.



Mboapu mepBoii 3aMeTHIa 3Ty IePeMeHy B UX OTHOLIEHUSIX. II0CKOIbKY KMEHHO OHa TOTOBHJIA €y, OHa
OblyTa B COCTOSIHUH YBUOETH APYTYI0 aTMOChepPy MeXIy HUMK PAHbIIe, Y4eM KTO-TH00 gpyroi. Oumumnn
ObL1 O1uKe Bcex K KimopmaHy, mosToMy OH y3Has 00 3TOM mo3xke. Y BCcKope faxke CagoBHUK U [IKeK,
KOHIOX, YCJIBIIIAH 9Ty HOBOCTb.

KoHeuHO, K TOMY BpeMeHHU, Korga Xeull IpuoblI B IOMeCThe, 3Ta HOBOCTD yXke ycTapena. OH TOIbKO
YTO BEPHYJICS M3 [OJITOT0 IyTellecTBUA. Ilocie Toro, Kak OH IOCCOPHUIICS C Pell B POIIIEINA pa3, OH
TIOyMaJl, YTO JIy4Ille BCEr0 YTEIIUTh €€ HEKOTOPHIMY TogapkaMu. Ho skumaxeil, TOTOBEIX OTBE3TH
ero o0paTHO B IOMecThe, He Ob110. OOuH 3a OPYrUM OHHU IIPOIOJIKAJIK O0TKa3kiBaTh eMy. OH Teprien,
OoyMasi, 4TO IoMa ero XfeT ropsiuas efa, HO eUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO BCTPETHUII €T0, OBIJT 3TOT YOIIOPHBIN
CTapHK.

— BpeMﬂ YXKWHa y2Ke IIPOIIIIO. Ecnu BB XOTHTE IIOECTH, BaM IIpUAOETCA IIPUTOTOBUTE €T0
CaMOCTOATEJIbHO.

— Xa, 9TO THl CO MHOU T'OBOPHIIIb TAKUM TOHOM?

— 3pech ecTh KTO-HUOY b elne?

— Kak ThI MoxKeIb ObITh TaKUM TpyObIM?! Pa3Be Tak ThHI IOT2KEH OTHOCUTHLCS K CBOUM ToCTAM?
IeJIBIN Yac eI 110 X0JI0AY, YToOh Jo0paThcs Ciofa U3 9ToU AepeBHU. HeMeieHHO IPUTOTOBh MHE
yXKuH!

Oununn He 06paTHII HAa HETO BHUMAHUS ¥ OCTABUJ KpUYaIlyio GUrypy molamgu. [ Hero XeHi gaxe
He Obls1 rocTeM. OH OBIT XyKe, YeM HaCTOMYUBHIM TOPT'OBEI], KOTOPHIM IIOCTOSHHO pa3apaKal ux.

— 91! Croit! [Tpunecu MHe Mou obe!



Xeiil yke Cropas OT IPOCTH BHYTpPHU. ETo NMydiuii ApyT, KOTOPHIHA IIPOCKT €T0 HOBEPUTHCS eMy,
Terepb IPOHOJIKaJl YKIIOHSATLCS OT CBOMX 00513aHHOCTEH, ¥ BCe TOBAPH], KOTOPHIE OH MOCTABIISAI,
OBITH He 0YeHb XOPOIIero KauecTBa. [leHbrH, KOTOPhHIe OMOMIKUT eMy JTopd KimogaH, mogxomunu K
KOHIy, a 60/Ie3Hb MaTepH He [aBajla HUKaKWUX ITPU3HAKOB BEI3IOPOBNIEHUs. EMy Ka3amoch, 4TO 4eM
6ornblie OH GOPETCS 3a BEIKKBaHUE, TEM I'TTy0Ke TOHET.

W Temeps maxe 3TOT CTAPHIM CIyra oOpallaeTcs C HUM Kak ¢ HUIuM?! B36eneHHbIN
HEeCIIpaBeIIuBEIM OOpalneHrneM, XeHI CXBATHII IIYCTYI0 TAPEJNKY U IIBLHIPHYII €€ eMy B TOJIOBY.

— Tl Bcero JUIIb CNIyTa, Tak 4To Begu cebs mogobatote!

Tapenka pa3snetenach Bapebes3ru, ynapuBirch o ununa, ¥ oH 3aCThlI Ha MecTe. OH CTOsJ, Kak
KpemnKoe CTapoe AePeBO C IIy00KO BPOCIIMME B 3eMJTI0 KOPHSIMH, He TPOHYTHIM yaapoM. Ounurmn
TYIIO YCTaBUJICA Ha pa30pocaHHbIE OCKOJIKH.

— Hy u uto? Heyxkenu 9Ta Tapenka Obllla TaKO# [AparoleHHOn?



— OH.

Qununn NogHSICS U3 CBOeHM COTHYTOM, 00BUCIIEH O3k BO BeCh POCT. OH CKJIOHUI TOJI0BY HA0OOK, U
BCE ero TeJo 3aTpsaciock. Kak OyaTo oH ObUT 3Meel, IHITAIOMEeNCss COPOCUTH CBOIO KOXY.

— Y-yT10?

Korpga ero roymoBa HeeCTeCTBEHHO 3aCKpHUIIesia B CTOPOHY XelIla, OH 3aMeTHJT, YTO 3pauku dunumma
IIPEBPATUIIUCH B IIEJIOYKH, COBCEM KakK TJla3a PenTuiInu. 10 ero mee mOmMOJ3/IH 3eJIeHbe YenTyuku. 1
KOT7Ia eT0 SI3HIK Ha MOJII0 CEKYH/IBI BEICKOJIB3HYIT HAPYXKY, XEeHIIl cpa3y 2Ke 3aMEeTHU/ ero Pa3IBOEHHbIH
KoHell. CTpax XOJIOQHEIMU BOJTHAMM 3aXJIECTHYJ XeWllla, TUIIUB eI0 BO3MOXKXHOCTH JBUTATHCS.

— Benu cebs npunuyHo. d U Tak cHepkKUBalOCh, IOTOMY UTO Thl TAKOM JKaIKUM.
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