¢ He 3HANIa MPUYUHY €T0 THEBa, HO KPOBABO-ajIble I'Ia3a BCIBIILYUBOTO MMIlepaTopa CTamu emne
IIPOH3UTEJIbHEE.

- epuioruns, a TH OBICTPO alaN TUPYEIIbCS.

- ...4Uro, mpocTure?

Cpa3sy Xe OIyCTUB PYKU BHU3, g 3acTaBuiia cebs yIEIOHYThCS.

OueBHOHO, YTO maxKe eciy OBl TPETHUM MPUHI] HUYETro He CKa3aJsl, pa3HuIla Obla Ok HEOOJIBIIOH.

Ho s He BuHOBaTa!

- XOoTh B TOT [IeHb 5 U MPOSIBUJIa HeyBaXKeHKe, He Y3HaB Bac, HO S He ceasna 00JIbIlle HUYero Takoro,
YTO 3aCJIyzKUBAJIO ObI BAIIEro oCyxkaeHus. f ciemoBana 00IeCTBEHHBIM ITOPSAKaM, He UCII0Ih30Baia
CBOM CTaTyC U faXe pa3faja ey, KOTOPYIO Kymuna. ITO BCE, YTO ObIJIO B TOT JEHb.

- ...Pa3Be 910 BCE? 4 yBepeH, uTo rpynb [KuMa Torma*...

(IT.m.: [IKuM - MeECTOMMEHME, KOTOPOe UCIOoJb3yeT MMIiepaTop, Korga roBoput o cebe; B 16 rinaBe
KartpuH TonkHyna MMmepaTopa B Ipyab, Korga yberana)

-49ro?

A, OTISITH 9TOT MapeHb TaK CTPAHHO TOBOPHUT. §1 MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Hadaja 3UThCS. MHe ¢ 6ObIIuM
TPYIOM yOanoCh MOGOPOTh HACTYIHUBINYIO (BPYCTPAIUIO.

Ho JIy4mie 3TO, 4eM OH CHOBa HAYHET Pa3MaxuBaTbk ME€YOM, IIOTOMY A CTapallaChk YTOOUTE €MY, KaK
MOTJIa.

- a. ITo roynocTu cBOEH 5 TOTHa He y3Halla Bac, IOTOMY IIOCMeJla YIapuTh Bally 6J1arOpogHyIo
TPyDb.

- 4 coxarneto 06 aToM. OOBIYHO ST BCerfla HaX0XKyCh B IOMECTbe U PeIKO KOT'0-TO BCTpeyalo.

- OmIaKuBaeIs CMEPTh Tepiora?

OH TOIBKO 3af1ajl BOIIPOC, HO yKe OB 4eM-TO pa3odyapoBaH. Barnsag MmMmepaTopa MCKa3UJICS B OJHO



MT'HOBEHHE, JaXKe €Tr0 6paTb${ C YOUBJIEHHEM IIOCMOTPEJIN HAa HETO.

- 49ro k... Ha30BéM 9T0 HEOOJIBIIAM IIPOKCIIECTBUEM.

- B-BHI OKa3anu MHe OOJBIIYIO YECTE.

[ToyueMy THI Tak BETUKOOYIIEH?

XOTb OH M CKa3aJ 3TO CBOMM COOCTBEHHEIM pTOM, HO A OTYETIIHBO BUAeJIa, KaKuX TPyOaoB eMy CTOHJIO
IIPOU3HECTH 3TO.

Karmb, 94TO Y MeéHS HeT HOCOBOTI' O IIJIaTKa, YTOOBI BEITEPETE IIOT CO nba.

4 crapanack BEIITIAOETh KaK MOXKHO 60JIee CIIOKOMHOM, HO JBe MOU HOTH APOXKaJu 6€3 OCTAaHOBKH.

- ['ep1oruHs, BOT HOCOBOH IIJTAaTOK.

- Ax... Crmacu6o, Bamie BricouecTBo.

Kakoe obGneryenue, 4To y XaHUS3JIb €CTh TaKOW CTapIIuii Opar.

B 3TOT MOMEHT flaXke TaKOW MaJeHbKUU aKT JOOPOTH TPOHYJI MeHs [0 TJIyOUHH mymu. 4 ¢
BOJIHEHHEM II0CMOTpeENa Ha IMPEe/II0KEeHHBHN TPETbUM IIPUHIIEM IIJIATOK ¥, HEMHOT'O ITOK0J1e0aBIIUCh,
IpOTsAHYNa PyKy. Ho [0 TOro, Kak Mos pyKa yclejla KOCHYThCS IJIaTKa, pa3fgacs KyTKUM, Pe3KUi
3BYK.

Ckpexer.

OH maxe He cka3as [IefiToOHY He maBaTh ero MHe. M He cKa3ay MHe He OpaTh ero.

Ho xorma g yBUEIIA CBepKaI-OH.II/Iﬁ 30JIOTOM MeY I/IMHepaTopa, MO4A PYKa CaMa 3aMepiia. [TeiiToH
TOXK€ OCTAaHOBHIICA, T-I(-Z‘TB(':,.‘I)TBII;'I IIPpUHII, KOTOprfI BCE 3TO BpeMs Ha6mo;1an 3a MHOH, BHOBb 6bICTpO
IIOCMOTPEN Ha MEH.

- XénuuM, 6ynpTe ocTopoxkHee! Elé HUUEro He SICHO...

- Tenon!



[Te#iTOH, KOTOPHIM ITIOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOero Oparta, OyaTo GpaHuI ero, epeBEN CBOM B3I Ha MEHS,
Kak OyOTO CTapasiCh U3BUHUTHLCS, HO S 3TOTO yKe He 3aMeTHa.

Ila 4TO TaKOro B 3TOM IIJIaTKe, KOTOpBIfI XO0TeJI JaTh MHe HpI/IHH?

K cyacTbio, XONMOOHEINA IIOT, YTO yCIieJl CKaTUThCS Ha CTOJI, YK€ YCIIeJlI BELICOXHYTh.

- Yro Xk, 5 pafia, YTO BCe HEJOTIOHUMAHHUS MeXIy HaMM IIPOSCHUIUCD. [[yMalo, YTO MHE ClIefyeT
BEPHYTLCS K cebe, 4TOOBI ITePEOCMEBICTUTE CBOE MTOBEeHNe U TopaboTaTh Hafl HUM HEMHOTO.

- [IposicHunuCy?

Bbposrs MMmiepaTopa CUIBHO U30THYJIACE.

970 OBIIO CKa3aHO TaK HEBHUHHO, YTO HEBO3MOZKHO OBLIIO Jaxe YCOMHUTECA B €TI0 CJIOBaX.

Moé nuto ctarno emuré 601ee HeCYaCTHLIM, KOTa ST BHOBb 3aTOBOPHIIA C HUM.

- B-Bamre BenuuecTBo, BB Be[b Y3HAIM, YTO MHIUAEHT Ha yJulle ObLT CBSI3aH C MOUM HEBEXKECTBOM...

- O9T0 OBLJIO B TOT OEHb.

- Yto? Bel roBOPHUTE, UTO OBIJIO €I1IE€ YTO-TO?

- a. Ha GaHKeTe B Te€PIIOICKOM IOMe THI XOTeJla MHe YTO-TO IT0Ka3aTh.

- ... Xa.

9T0 OBIIO TaK [aBHO.

¢ BOBpeMsi IPUKPHIIa CBOM POT, IIPexke YeM HEPBHBINA CMEIIIOK WM IIJIay BHIPBAJCS Hapyxy. C
IPYTO¥ CTOPOHBKI, eciu OBl BCE OBITIO TaK IIPOCTO, TO BeCh KOHTHHEHT He Ha3kiBasl Obl eT0
UMIIePATOPOM-TUPAHOM.

- ¢l He cMoOT TIPUUTH, HO THI Bena cebs Tak, 6yaTo OBl X0Tea IT0Ka3aTh YTO-TO BaKHOE.



- ...5 Tak cebs Bena?

- Ecny TH He MOXKEIIb 3TO COeNaTh, TO TH HOJI2KHA Cpa3y ke IIPUTOTOBUTE CBOIO IIEHO...

- HeT! Brl cka3amu, 4To 9T0 OymeT IPoCTO HaKa3aHue!

(TT.m.: B 25 rnaBe, Korma KoTpuH nbITanach ero no3saTh Ha 03€p0, OH, BUAMMO, HAMEKHYII el Ha
HaKa3aHWe, KOTla CKa3aJl, uTo Oy[eT, ecjiu eMy He TIOHPABUTCS)

OH mepecTas CTy4aTh IajblieM II0 CTONy U YXMBUIbHYJICS, OYOTO TOJIBKO 3TOTO U XKpas. [Is
YyeJi0BeKa, KOTOPHIHM TaK JIETKO I'yOUIT APYTUX JIIOeH, B KaXKIOM eT0 JIeHCTBUY OBIJIO CITUIIKOM MHOTO
IOCTOMHCTBA [IBOPSTHUHA.

- 41 pap, 9TO THI BCIIOMHMJIA 3TO, T€PIIOTUHS.

- Torga ThI CMOXKeIlb BCIOMHUTE, YTO XOTeJla I0Ka3aTh MHe?

OH HEeTOPOITUBO IIPUIIOTHSII ITOAO0PONOK, OYATO PEIIu IIOUTPaTh Co MHOM. C 3TOr0 paKypca s BHOBb
IOIMEeTHIa Ty TOYEHYIO JTUHUIO T0J00pOIKa U CKYJI, KOTOPYIO s 3aMeTHJIa elllé mepe KOHTUTEePCKO.

- Tel cka3aja, 4To 9 He moxajei 06 3ToMm. Tak 4To 3T0?

- JT0...

Ha MraoBeHnue B3TISIbI BCEX TpéX MY2KYMH OCTAHOBUJIUChH Ha MHE.

¢l HUKOTIa He PacCKaXxy eMy IPO TO, YTO XOTejla BepHYTh XaHU3JIb, Jaxke IOM YTPO30H CMEPTH.

Mos TDYAb 3aTperieTalia OT BHE3AdIITHO Y94aCTUBIIETOCA ObIXaHU .

«YTO0 menaT Opyrue repouHU B MONOOHEIE MOMEHTHI?»

OOBIYHO TJIaBHBIN repoﬁ HAXOOUT UX II€epBee 1, UCIIONIb3Ys BCE IIPUBUIIETUHU T'TIABHOT'O I'epPos POMaHa,
TOBOPHUT, 9YTO PEIIUT HpO6J’IeMI::I T€POHHH.



A reponHHu, UCII0JIb3ys CBOU 3HAHUA OPUTHUHAJIBHOTO CIO2KETa, 3aPY4Yal0TCAd JOBEPUEM I''TaBHOT'O I'epOosi
1 B CKOPOM BpE€MEHHU 3dKJIIINYAKT C HUM 6paK 10 KOHTPAKTY.

Ho g5 meH4...

-...4910?

Her, 3T0 He TO.

OmHoro B3risiga Ha pacciiableHHOe U arPeCCUBHOE BhIpaXkeHue nuija iMmnepaTopa HOCTaTOYHO,
YTOOBI TTOHSATH, YTO UAes OpakKa IT0 KOHTPAKTY UCKITIOYaeTCs.

4 OBl mpenmoYsia yMepeTh CIIOKOWHON CMEPThIO.

Ho s He repouHs, «KOTOpas XOTh U OeHa, HO PEITUTeIbHa», S BIOBa C TPEMS JOYePSIMH, XOTS S
Maxke HYU pa3y He BUOeJa JIUL0 COOCTBEHHOTO IIOKOMHOT0 MyKa.

- Bawe BennyecTtBo, g 1pocTo...

Her, ma 4TO 9T MyXYUHEL XOTAT OT MEH?

Korpga g neiTanace IIPpOM3HECTH YTO-TO, I'/lda3a 6paTbeB CTAHOBUJIKCH eI11e IIPDOH3UTEJILHEE.

OHH, CIIOBHO 0XKMfasi CyAbO0HOCHOT0 TPOPOYECTBa, HAaKJIOHSIUCH OJIUKE KO MHe.

«Jla 4TO C BaMU BCEMHU He TaK?»

axkKe 4eTBEPTHIM IPUHI] IPOJOJIKAJI MSAIUTHCS HA MO BOJIOCHL C CaMOTO Hadasla Hallel BcTpeuu. 7
HeOpexKHO MOCMOTpPENIA Ha eTro PYKY, KoTopas Oblyia Tak 6JIM3K0, YTO IOYTH Kacaslach MOUX BOJIOC.

- Kxem.

[Tox mpenynpexpaonmM B3rnsagoM MmnepaTopa, TeHOH HEJIOBKO KANISHYI U yOpas pykKy.

Parmmm, KOTOPEIE CMOTPEN Ha CBOero OpaTa Tak, CJIOBHO OBITI TOTOB €0 3a3KHBO CHECTh, He



OCTAHOBHJICA Ha 3TOM, a BHOBE IIOBEPHYJICA KO MHE.

ITo aype, KOTOpasi OKpyaJja ero, s 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €r0 TepIeHre Ha UCXOIe.

«3JTO CBOOUT MEHS C yMa»

¢ yyBcTBOBaJla HapacTalolllee JaBjieHue, Belb eC/y 5 He IPUAyMalo IIPaBOONON00HEIN OTBET, TO
Torma MiMmepaTop TOYHO eIllé pa3 BRITAIUT Med.

1 cexyHpa, 2 ceKyHpa... Bpems 111710, a aypa «KOpOJIsi 3Bepeii» BCE CUIbHEe [aBujla Ha JTIOfel BOKPYT
HETO.

- {1 HammoMHI0 TeOe TO, UTO THI CKa3ajia MHe B TOT OeHb: «Brl cMOXKeTe HaGJ'IIOJIaTB 3a IIOTPSACAIIINMU
" 3araJoO4YHbIMU ABJIEHUAMHK».

- KT0-TO TOTOBUT Ha Bac NMOKylleHue!

- 9TO TO, 4YTO S XOTejla BaM CKa3aTh.

Ouu He COBUHYJIUCH C Me€CTad, HO I'J/la3a TpéX 6paTbeB BHE3adIIHO BCIIBIXHYJIN.

JIumio MmepaTopa, KOTOPHIM CHUOEN B pacciabieHHo 1M03e, KaK CHITHIN XUITHUK, Cpa3y probperio
XOJIOOHOE BEIpaXKeHuUe.

- OTKyna Tebe 3TO U3BECTHO?

- ...4Yro, mpocTure?

O 4éM THI MeH$ CIIpaIIBaelb?

OrnsHHCH Ha CBOU IMOCTYIIKH B IIPOIIJIOM, THPAH.

ThI BCE BpeMsI KU/ B 30HEe BOEHHBIX JeMCTBUM U YOUTT MHOXKECTBO JIIO[EH, TaK YTO YUCJIIO KeJIalouuX
yOuTh TeOs TOUHO GOJIbIlle OOHOTO UM JIBYX YEJIOBEK.

4 3nana cyap0y mpyroi xxeHcKol repounu! XoTh 3T0 1 OBUT OTYaTHHBIN KPHUK, HO, TI0 KpalHel Mepe,
3TO He OBLIO JI0XKBIO.



Ho ceituac, Bupumo, oM OyayT TpeOoBaTh OT MEHS JOKa3aTeIbCTB.

YTo emé s MOTy CKa3aThb?

Pa3 s 3aroBopuiia Ipo MOKyIlleHue Ha XXKU3Hb FIMIepaTopa, To 3T 6paThs-KPOBOCOCH HE OTIIYCTST
MeHS IIPOCTO TakK.

- 910 npaspa!

a?

Mou rnasa CY3UJIUCh OT HEOKUTAHHOTO BOCKIINIIAHU A TeHOHa.

Yto oH memnaeT?

4 papma ToMy, 4TO BH OOJIbIIlEe He 3aflaéTe MHEe BOIIPOCOB, HO 5 YyBCTBOBasia ce0s OMyCTOLIEHHOMN U3-
3a TOTO, YTO BBl BOCIIPUHSIIIA 3TO TaK CEPbE3HO.

3aTeM pas3maics PEYAIUi FOJI0C TTIaBHOTO XUIMHUKA, ¥ MOE CO3HAHHUE 3aIl0JIHUIIA MBICIIH 0 OercTBe.

- ...I'epuoruns.

- Bamte BenmuecTBo, 51 X0Tejla cCKa3aThb TOJIBKO 3TO.

Ho ecnu oHu OblIM ONACHBIMU XUITHUKAMU, TO 5 ObljIa BCETO JIMILIb O€IHBIM TPaBOSAHEIM. XOTb 5 BO
BTOPOM pa3 0Ka3asach OPOIIEHHOM CUPOTOH, S He MOTJIa CHOBa IIPOCTO YMEPETb.

ITa, maBay MPOOEPKUMCST CTOJIBKO, CKOJTBKO CMOXKEM.

qa OIIyCTHIIa CBOMH JIUIIO C BEIPA2KE€HHEM, 0TPAXKAIOIMHUM BCIO I1€49aJlb 3TOT'0 MHKDA.

- Ha camoM [enie, Korfa s CMOTPIO Ha 9TH CeBePHEIE Teli3axku, 1 HauWHaI0 YYBCTBOBATh TO, UTO
HUKTO OPYTO# HEe MOXKEeT. ITO IPUPOIHAst SHEePT s, KOTOpas UCXOOUT U3 MOXK/s, BeTpa, BOMH Ha
o3epe...



By,[[b KaK MOZKHO OTKPOBEHHEE.

Mou ry0nl yKe He MOH.

Ecnu Mos XXKU3HB IPOANUTCS XOTs ObI Ha 10 ceKyH[ 3a KaXKAbIi OTBET, TO ST TOTOBA TOBOPUTH XOTh
COTHIO JIET, JTUIITh OBl OCTATHCS C HAIlle! MPUHIIECCOM.

YTOOH! BEIKUTD ITepef] STUMU CEPLE3HBIMU MYXKUYMHAMHU, 51 JOJIKHA OBITh €III€ CEPLE3HEE.

- KoHe4Ho, 51 3Hal0, YTO 3TO 3BYYUT CMEIIHO, HO KOTHa YYBCTBYEIIb TEYEHNE 3TOT0 OIPOMHOTO
rony6oro o3epa...

- IIpekparu.

WmmepaTop MOJHSI PYKY U IIPEpPBasl MO0 PEYb.

Kaxk ObI TOBOPSI, YTO 3TOT0 JOCTATOYHO.

O6nagaTeib KPOBABO-AJIBIX TJIa3 MEOJIEHHO OCMOTPEJ MEHS C TOJIOBH 10 HOT, IIBITAsICh IIOHSTh, YTO Y
MeHS Ha yMe.

OH 6e3 KonebaHuit MPOMIENICS 110 MHE CBOMM PABHOAYIIHBIM U I'TyOOKUM B3TJISIIOM.

Ero rmasa Kasanuch TIOJIYIIPO3PAYHBIMHU, CIIOBHO aJIbI€ pYGI/IHbI, MHE€ JaXKe Ka3aJIOCh, YTO A BUXKY B
HUX CBOE OTpaXeHune, Kak B 3epKaljie.
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