ITocne cBoei PEerMHKapHAllUKX B 3TOT MHUDP S TOJIBKO OOHAXKIBI BRIXOOWJId HAPYXKY, IIOTOMY A HUKAK HE
MOT'JIa IIOHATHB, 4TO, I-IépT BO3bMH, XOTEJI CKa3aTh I/IMHepaTop.

- Ecoiu OB1 BEI MOTTIH JaTb MHEe XOTh KaKHe-TO JeTallkd Toro, o YEM XOTHUTE YCIIBIIIATE...

- octaTtouHo!!!

Ax, moyeMy THI Tak 3011? $1 6010Cch, He OyOb TAKUM THPAHOM!

OH He MTOX0XK Ha YeJI0BeKa, C KOTOPHIM Tebe Orl10 66 KOM(POPTHO OCTATHCS HAMOJTO.

Ho TeM He MeHee MHe OBIJIO BRITOOHO BCE TPOUCXOSINEE.

4 cuuTalo, YTO TOT, KTO IIepBee BEICKA3hIBAaeT CBOIO SIPOCTh, IIEPBLIM U IIPOUTPHIBAET.

- Xopoto.

W3-3a TOro, 4TO g TaK JOJTO ImogBepraalaChk u3geBaTeyIbCTBaM Panuu, B MOMX OTBETax HEOCO3HAHHO
CTalJla IIPOABIIATECA OEP30CTE.

Be3 aToro s Gbl He TpPoAepKaach TakK [0IT0, IOTOMY B KaKOM-TO CTEINleHU 5 Obl/la pafia 3TOMY.

- 1 OBl XOTesIa IIOMOYb BaM ellé X0Th YeM-TO, HO Bale BenuyecTBo cKa3aay, YTO 3TOr0 JOCTATOYHO,
TIOTOMY 51 OOJIbIIIe HUUETo He MOTY IOfesIaTh C 3TUM U OCTaBIIIO BacC...

- B TOT OeHs.

ITO0T THUPAH TdK JIETKO HE COA€eTCs.

«ToT meHb»

Korpga a YCIIBIIIAaJIa OBa 3TUX CJIOBAQ, XOJIOMHEIN TOT BEICTYIIMJI Y MEHS Ha J'I6y

- B-B TOT meHn?

- ...Cobupaeribcsi CKa3aThb, YTO HE IOMHHUIIIb?



T'onoc I/IMHepaTopa CTaJl TaKNM K€ MPAYHBIM, KaK U MOE yCTajioe JINIO.

ME&I TIepBEIi pa3 BCTPETUIIUCH C HUM TOJIBKO B «IeHb», KOTTIa 51 X0Tella IepefaTh eMy XaHU3Ib
BEYEPOM.

- B TOT meHb TH OIIpeneneHHo. ..

- a, s ompemeneHHo Xkaana Bac!!!

- f npumna Torga NepBoy ¥ Xpasna 4o caMoM TEMHOTHL. {1 He IOHKMal, I0UYeMy BEL TaK
[oIpallvBaeTe MeHs, BeOb 9T0 UMeHHO MMmepaTop He mpuiuén. Ecnu Bame BenuuecTBo
HEZOBOJIbHbI MOMMHU €MCTBUSIMHU, TO S IIPU3HAI0 CBOIO BHHY ¥ TOTOBA YMEPETH 3a CBOU MPOCTYIIKHU.

Xa-a.

Mouwu cnoBa, KOTOPEIE TaK I'POMKO Ha4aJIMCh, 3aKOHYHNJINCh U3BUHEHUIMU.

YecTHO TOBOp4, 1 HEe 3HAI0, ©UMEeJIO 3TO CMBICIT UJI HET.

Ceniyac MHe 0CTaBaI0Ch TOJIBKO BBRISICHUTh, KAK MHOTO U3BECTHO I/IMHepaTopy 0 TOM OHE.

«Xel, TH Beb HAYETO0 He BUOeJ], He TaK JIu?»

Het, MBI HE MOXKeM OTHATh eMy XaHUIJIb!

Celiuac He TOIBKO MOS XXKM3Hb IOCTaB/IeHa Ha KapTy, Belb g MOT'Yy IIOTePATh ellé 1 XaHu9Jb, KOraa g
nmopgymalia 00 9TOM, MOH I'Jia3a 3aTyMaHHUJIUCE.

CrmoBHO Imony4dasd YOOBOJIBCTBHE OT IIPOUCXOAAIIETO, I/IMr[epaTop HaKJIOHHUIICSA Bnepéu.

- Trl XXKpama MeHs?

- KoneuHno. 4 BceM CBOMM cepplieM XKpaaja npuxona Bamero BenuyecTsa. [axe OO CYPOBBIM U
XOJIOOMHBIM CEBEPHBEIM BETPOM o XKIajla TOJIbKO Bac.



[Touemy THI yieI0aembes?

Ho MopimuHKY BOKPYT ero ryd cKopee IOKa3bkiBaiu 0€CIIOKOUCTBO.

[Tpo6rmema Grinia emié B TOM, YTO, KOT/Ia 51 BOJIHOBAJIACh, Y MEHS BEICKAKHBAJIU IIPOCTEIIKHME CIIOBEYKH,
KOTOpBIE MCIIOIh30BAIUCH HU3IIUM KIJTaCCOM, HO TO, YTO SI HUKAK He MOTJIa MOHATh, O YEM JyMaeT
WmnepaTop, OblI0 Kyfa mpobieMaTUyHee.

- 9-3T0 OBIIIO HEHaMepeHHO. Ecu Obl BB MPUIIUIK TOTa, Barie BenuyecTBo, g pelunack OB CKa3aTh
BaM YTO-TO BaxKHO€, HO €CJIX BBl YTO-TO YCIIBIIIAJIM UM YBULEIN CTPaHHOE TOTHa, TO BCE 3TO IIPOCTO
HE[IOIIOHUMaHUE. ..

- B TOT MOMEHT 51 He MOT [IPUNUTH.

- ...Pa3 BBl He CMOTIM IPUUTH, TO 5 yBEPEHA, YTO V BacC ORI OIPeNeIEHHbIE CEPhE3HbIE
00CTOSITENHCTBA, KOTOPHIX BE HE MOT/IM 130eXkKaTh, IOTOMY YTO BBl YJI€H UMIIEPATOPCKOW CEMBH.

Bcé mpomuno rmagko? [Iymaro, 3TO Tak.

MBI [ONITO CMOTPEH APYT OPYTY B r'1a3a, B KOMHATe OBIJIO CIIBIIIHO TOJIBKO Hallle JbIXaHWe, TIOTOMY
YTO HUKTO TaK ¥ He MMPOU3HEC HU €IMHOTO CJIOBA.

Kakum Ob1 B3rjida0OM Ha MEHS HU CMOTpeII I/IMr[epaTop, YT'OJIKK MOHUX I"y'6 BCE PaBHO IMOOHHUMAJIUCH.

«On He mpumén! OH He Bumen!»

Munas, TBOS MaMa BBIzKHUIa!

Korpa Xu3Hb ¥ CMePTH B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT IIPOLUIX PSAOBIIIKOM, a s 0CTajaach 6€3 eNUHOM 1apanuHH,
CTpax yIIen.

- [Tonumato. KoneuHo, 51 He 6yny Bac BUHUTE.

4 He Morna IIPOCTO CUOETH U MOJIYATh.



Mos yneiOKa cTaia 60jiee eCTeCTBEHHOM, IIOTOMY YTO KO MHE BEPHYJIOCh MOE BCe0ObEeMITIOIIee
caMmoo0JiagaHue.

- Kak xkanb. MHe Tak X0TeJI0Ch ITI0Ka3aTh BaM IIpeKpacHoe PepauaHCKoe 03ePo.

- DTO IIeYanabHO.

- { 3nar0. Bamie BennyecTBo, Kak [IEeHTp MHPa, HaBEPHIKa BUOE/IN MHOZXKECTBO BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIX MECT.
Torga s - TJIyIlad - TIOKWHY BaC, PACKAsABIIUCh B CBOUX IIOCTYIIKAX...

- Xouers yuTtu?

3a6aBHO, YTO 3Ta CUTYallMs KaXkeTCs MHe 3HaKOMOM.

91 He TaK yK MHOTO yCIIeJia IePexXuTh B 9TOM MUpPE, HO, KaK HX CTPAHHO, CETONHS C MOJ00HOM
CUTYyalleH 51 CTaTKHUBAJIACh y2Ke HeCKOIbKO pa3.

[Toxoxas cutyauus Oblsia, KOrfa S BCTPETUIIACH B3TJIIAOM C 3TUM MYKUYKUHOM, YbHU IJla3a Tak
HallOMUHaJIY I'J1a3a MOey MaJlbIIKY, 4TO S JaXe u3fajia CTPaHHLIX B3J0X B IIPUCYTCTBUU
HWwmmnepatopa.

- Vxe?

- Y-4TO BH UMEETE B BUOy 1100 <<Y}Ke>>?

MHe 3TO HaIIOMHUJIO TOTO MYXKYUHY, KOTOPBIM TaK BHE3AITHO MOMAOIIET KO MHE TOTAa. ..

HeT. 9Toro He MoXeT OLITE.

- [TpuHIIE, OOMXKHO OBITE, KAYT Hac B [1aBUNIbOHE C MIPOXTIAagUTENIbHEIMU HanuTKaMu. K yeMy Takas
CIIeIKa?

- 410 X, ma-a. d o4eHb cremy...

- Kyma? Ecnu Bech ieHb TH TOJIBKO ¥ MOZKEIIh, YTO CMOTPETDH Ha 03epo?



JTuro MMmepaTopa BHEe3aMHO IPUOIU3UIIOCE KO MHE, XOTS 5 ¥ TaK y2Ke HeKOTOpPOe BpeMsi He
ObIIIana.

M&I 1 Tak OblIM 0YeHb OIM3KO0 K [APYT OPYTY, HO OH PaCTSHYJ CBOM ajible TYOH B yIEIOKeE.

- Hoquy ObI TEOE HE paCCHa6I/ITBC5{, ChEB t-I(%l"O-HI/I6YJI[13 Crmagkoro? f TOYHO 3Hal0, YTO KTO-TO 3[AECH
€CT CJIagKoe.

)%k

O 6oxe.

Moeii OegHOM MaJIBIIIKe TPUAETCS OBAXK/IE TUITUTHCS MaTEePH.

¢l He MorIIa MOHSTh, KAKOTO CBSITOTO AyXa, S BBIIIJIA B Cafl ¥ BCTPETUIIACE JIUI[OM K JIUITY C TPEMS
OpaThsIMH.

(IT.11.: oHa roBopur o IleiiToHe, TeHOHE U caMoM MMmepaTope)

4 He mBITanach Y6e}KaTB, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO sICHO OaJI MHE IIOHATH OOHY BEIllb.

- Yaut He COOTBETCTBYET TBOEMY BKYCY?

axe ecmu OB S COMPOTHUBIIANACE, MIepaTop CUJIOHN Obl MEHS TyHa MOTAaLuI.

- Ecnu oH He COOTBETCTBYET BKYCY I'epLIOTHHH, A IIPUKAXKY II0OAaTh JIpyTOI;I...

- [Tomunyute mens, Bame Benuuectso.

- fl npaBOa He 3Hasna 3Toro. Kak s maxXe Moria nopymars, 4To MMmnepaTop U OIpUHIE OYOYyT CTOSTE B
o4yepeny B KOHAUTEPCKYIO?

4 4yTh He pacmakanach, OIIyCTUB T'OJIOBY.



Tenepb TIIPUTIIAAEBIINCE, 1 MOI'JIa TOYHO CKa3aTh, 4YTO 3TO OBITIM OHM.

®urypsl Tpéx OpaTheB, KOTOPHIE Ka3a/IMCh BHYIIUTETbHLIMU M BEIIEISIOMUMUCS, faxKe KOTHa CTOSIH
B ouepenu, ceryac OBUIN IPSIMO Iepen Hel.

- KOHe4HO, B TOT MOMEHT I TOXKE mogyMmaia, 4TO B BaC €CTh YTO-TO HEeOoOBIYHOE.

- Ia?

- CoBEPILEHHO BEPHO.

Kak Tpoe BHYIIUTEIbHBIX MyKYHUH, CTOSIIKX B 0Yeper B KOHIUTEPCKUM Mara3uH B OyIHUM IeHb,
MOTYT Ka3aThCsI HOpMaJIbHBIMU? !

¢ mpUKpEITIa POT ¥ IIOCTapasiach IPOOeMOHCTPHUPOBaTh Hanubosee UCKpPeHHee BLIpaXKeHue JIHIla.

Mos BeMHKOJEHasa BHEITHOCTh UeaIbHO IIOAX0OUIAa OJI TOTO, YTOOHI IIPUBJIEKATH K cebe B3TJIAOBI,
HO €€ HeJOCTaTOK OBIT B TOM, 4YTO 5 He Ka3ajlaCh MUJIOU OKPY2XKAKIIUM.

- Ecniu OBl 51 TONIBKO 3Hana, 51 OBl HUKOTTIa He BRICKa3asla BaM TaKoro HeyBaxeHud. [Ipoury Bac,
TIOBEPhTE MHE.

- {1 Bepio.

- MHaue OHI 51 He I ceidac ¢ ToOOH Yal, ¥ TBOS I'0JIOBa He JepKajach Ok TAK KPEIKO Ha Inee, Kak
cenyac.

I/IMr[epaTop, KOTOprfI cerygac YJ'[BIGaJ'ICﬂ TaK CaPKACTUYECKH, BHITTIAOE]I MAKCUMAJIbHO UCKPDEHHUM.

C 9T0# yIBIOKOM, OT KOTOPOU MeHs1 6pocaio B IPOXKb, MyKYHHA ITOCTABU YAIlKy Ha O/I0IIe, a MHE
CTpAIITHO 3aX0TEeJIOCh MIOTPOraTh CBOIO IIel0, KOTOpas BCE elé Obljla Ha MeCTe.

- TeM He MeHee 5 OXKEH OTIIJIATUTh Te0e 3a TOT eHb.

- Her, 4TO0 BHI, 51 He 0€CIIOKOIOCH 110 3TOMY IIOBOLY.

- [TpaBma? Ho aTo He OymeT msis Te0s 3aTPYIHUTEIBHO.



XaHU3Ib, S pafa, YTO TH MOKUHYJIA 3TOT MoM. Eciu OBl T€OST BRIDACTHIT TAKOW YEJIOBEK, JaKe eCIIH
OBl THI 671aTrOIOIYYHO BBHIKUIIA, TBOSI TUYHOCTHL BCE paBHO Obiyla OBl HCIIOpYEHA.

Korpa g nmogymMmaiia O nebenéHEIIe, KOTOprI;I octascs ¢ CeneHou, TO IIOYYyBCTBOBaAJla IIPUJIUB CHUIJI.

B TakoM cny4ae 5 goJIKHa palloHalIbHO BCE 00IyMaTh.

«[laBait mpocto nmogymaeM o ¢aktax. TOIbEKO 0 pakTax»

XO0Tbh 9TOT MyKYKHA ¥ Pa303JIUJICS, HO HE 3aMeTHJT XaHU3Jb. ITO OBIJIO OYEBUIHO.

- XyX.

B3pmox ob6neryenusi cCopBajics ¢ MOUX I'y0, Korfia s Hayajia HOpMaJIbHO OBIIIATh.

- Xa-a.

[Touemy? IToToMy uTO 5 Oblya 3718 Ha cebs.

- ...THI XOUelb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TOT'0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI YyTOMUTEL BKyCaM I'epPIIOTUHU?

- Bame Benuuectso.

4 npoury Ballle IOHUMaHUE.

IeByllIKa IOJI0OKKJIa PYKY Ha YalHbIM CTOJKK, HO MiMmiepaTop GbICTPO yOpas CBOIO.

To XKe crenany ¥ IPUHIEI, KOTOPBIE OYATO OOSITUCH JOTPOHYTHCS OO MEHS.

- Ax...

Ecmu OBl KTO-TO YBHUEJI 3TO CO CTOPOHEI, TO ITOOyMall 6]:1, YTO A X004y IIPOKJIACTE UX.

MHe cTano HEMHOT'O T'PYCTHO, HO Ha CaMOM [eJie d TOXKe X0TeJld OeP2KAThbCA IT0OalIbIIe OT 6paTbeB.

I pyxeno0HbBIN TPHUHI, KOTOPHEIY CUEIT PSIAOM C KPaCUBBIM IIPUHIIEM, TIEPBLIM ITpPepBal 3Ty
CTpaHHYI0 aTMoCchepy.



- XM, Bairre BenudecTBo, replioTUHS He CKa3alla, YTO el He HpaBuTCs. He cepaouTech Tak.

- ...Ile#iTOH.

Kazasnoch, 4To 9T0 ObIJT EUHCTBEHHBIA 3APaBOMBICIIIIINN CPENY TPEX OPaThHEB.

OH yHacIeoBaJl 1o KPOBH Ty ke KPacoTy, 4To U MiMmepaTop, HO - B OTJIMYKE OT Hero - o6agarnt
paIMoHaTbHEIM ¥ HOPMAaJIbHEIM XapaKTepoM.

A THI, 3HQYUT, TpeTui 6pat?

4 xoTena BHUMAaTEIbHEE IOCMOTPETh HA HETO, TIOATIePeB PYKOH MOA00POM0K, HO GLICTPO yOpasa pyKy
TIO YbUM-TO YOUNUCTBEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.
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