"Tak aTo Thi!" Bait Csiopelt HAKOHEI-TO BCTIOMHUIT.

B cnucke HebecHoro Ilapst meicTBUTENBHO OBIIO TPHU KEHIIMHEBI, caMasi MOTYIIeCTBEHHAs
"OcraBuBias 6eccMmepTHyto LI3sH JIn", ¢ KoTopol oH no3uakomuscs Ha Typaupe Hebecurix Yypec,
"HapucoBanHas 6eccMepTHas bu Yen", KoTopyio oH yOul B apcTBe Xaoca, u nociaeguss, "des
JIuusnonr"!

¢ He oXKwu[al, YTO OHM He BCTPETSATCS B 3aCTOIBHOM MHPE, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 BCTPETATCSI B CKPHITOM
MUpeE, U faxe B KaKOW-TO cTerneHr KoHT JIMHIOHT OgHAaX/Ibl CIIacCs.

VHaue, maxe ecyu Obl KpacHasi 0ejl04Ka HE CMOIJIa CheCTh caMy ce0st, KTO 3HAeT, IMOSBUTCS JIH
KaKOW-HUOYIb CTPAIIHbIN IeMOH U YKYCUT cebsi?

Ecnu YKYC He IIEBEJINTCs, 3TO HOPMaJIbHO, HO €CJIM IMIEBEJIUTCS, UJIN Od2Ke €CIJIN YKYC BCe €Ill€ Ha
KAaKOM-TO OYeHb BaXKHOM MECTe, TO... TOra, 00I0Ch, MHE [laxKe Herme 6YI[eT IlaKaTh!

"He KaxeTcs nu Tebe, YTO TH BCe ellle HeMHOTro BrieyaTieH?" KoHT JIMHTIOHT TOPAO0 YARIOHYICS.

"Utak, ato 3HaMeHuTasa Oes JIMHIIOHT, pafa MO3HAKOMUTHLCS C BaMu! YIUBUTEIEHO ITO3HAKOMUTLCS
¢ Tob6oii! Cracubo, uTo cnacia MeHs!"

C yneiOkoy Ha nune Bait Cgodelt nCKpeHHe CcKa3all.

"He 3a uTo0."

I'onoc Konra JIuHTrnoHra HEerpoMKo 0osTan, ee CHUMIIATUYHOE JIUIIO ClIeTKa IIOKpPaCHEJIO.

"Kamens".

AtMocdepa Oblyla HEMHOTO 09apoBaTe/IbHOW U HeloBKOM, u ba#t Csiodelt MOT TOJIBKO KallIgTh, YTOOHI
CKPBITB 3TO.

"9T10... d my4e BrAy, mopbiy Bo3nyxoM". bau Csiodelt MONpHUBETCTBOBAI U IPBHITHYI BHUS C
KapeTHl.

"®y~ Yo co MHOU He Tak?"

Bups, kak Bait Csgodeit yxogut, KoHr JIMHIOHT ry00KO B3[OXHYJI, €e JINII0 CTaJIo elle KpacHee 1
ropsdee, 4eM KpPOBb.

Bax!



Bait Csgodeli IPLITHYJ C KApETHl, eT0 HOTH KPEIKO MPU3eMJININCE Ha 3eMIIIO0.

"Barme IIpeBocXoguTENIECTBO XOPOI B 3TOM!"

"Brl mpocHynuch, Munopa? IloiimeM, capelb Ha MO0 JomIagb?"

"3aueM ero TpaxaTh? 4 Ha 4yepToBOoM BMB! TB0O10 MaTh! 3ane3al Ha MeHs!"

YBumnes bau CHO(l)eH, BCe€ OKPY2KaBIIKWEe €ro JoOMalllHe CIIYT'H IIPUBETCTBOBAIM €0 KOMIIJIMMEHTAMHU.

Y cnoBa, KOTOpHIE OHU IIPOU3HECHH, elre Oosbile Hanyranu bait Csodes mo cnes.

"9T0 BCe KyuKa nu3awiux cobak!" bait Csodel II0HyI éMy B CEPALIE.

Xots oH OblsT 6€3MONIBEH B CBoeM ceppalle, baii Csodelt He TpsiC TUI0 U CMESJICS CO BCEMU, Cpa3y Xe
3aCTaBJIsAsl BCEX YYBCTBOBATh Ce0Os BOBOIHE MMOYTEHHHIM M YBaxkKalomuM bait Csiodes ellle Tpu 0YKa.

BpeMs mpo1io B MrHOBEHHUE OKa, ¥ MOJIAHS ITPOILIIO.

Tonma mepenBUranach 04eHb OBICTPO, ¥ OKPECTHOCTH ITOCTEIIEHHO MEHSIIUCh, TepecTay ObITh
ITYCTRIHHBIMM, TTOSIBUJIOCH OOJIbIIIE 3€JIEHBIX PACTEHUM, a ¥ JTIofel, HaOIIo[alomuxX 3a TPOUCXOISIINM,
HacTpoeHue OBIJI0 ropa3mo JAyylIe.

"Ellle ONUH eHb IPOTYJIKY 1 Mbl OyneM B "Kour TayHe

BmecTto Toro, 4TOOB 3aepKUBAThCS B KapeTe, KoHr JIMHIIOHT ToXKe moexasn u ckasas bait Csodai,
KOTOPHIN exan 60K 0 GOK.

“MM".

Bait Csodeit KUBHYII, OH TOJILKO YTO IIPOBeNI CeKpeTHYI0 Geceny ¢ batmepom biio u He ObII TOTOB
HeMeMJIEHHO MOKUHYTh CKPBITHIM MUP.

XoTsa (bpal"MeHTBI 3akoHa HpaKOHa, IIOX02Ke, HEe UMEKT K HEMY HUKAKOI'O OTHOIIEHHA.

Tem He MeHee, B CKPBITOM MHUpPE €ro XKfaso emle 0oJbillee COKPOBHUIIE, HO eMY HYKeH Obl
nBopelkuil bito, 4TOOR He TOPOMUTHLCS €T0 UCKaTh, TaK 4TO MpocTo balt Csodeit oTpaBUiIcs Ha
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs OCTaThCs B ropod KoHT B KauecTBe OTBJIEKaloOllero MaHeBpa.

U3 pasrosopa KoHnra JIuHioHra OH TakXke y3Has, 4To KoHr JIMHNIOHT pogunack B CKPEITOM MUpE, a



4YTO KaCaeTCAd TOro, moyemy OHa IMOABUIIACH B CKpBITOM MHupe, TO 3TO OBLIJIO CBSI3aHO C
MOTYITECTBEHHEIM KJIAHOM, B KOTOPOM OHA HaXOOHUJIACh.

Ho uto kKacaetcs knaHa, Konr JIunnyH 6si1 ckoBaH, a baii Csodeli He OBITT B COCTOSIHHY 3a/iaBaTh
BOIIPOCHI.

"XmMm? Kto-HUOYOH!"

BresanHo 6poBu Bait Csiodest 60po3auiu, ¥ ero Me4ononoOHbIe Ila3a CMOTPENH BIEPEN Ha TOPOTY.

"T'me aTo? I[ToueMy s ero He Bupmen?" JJopora Ha ria3ax y Konra JIuHmyHa Obla IycTa, ¥ He OBIIO
HUKAKWUX IIPU3HAKOB TOr0, 0 KoM roBopun bau Csodei.

Bait Csodeit Mao 4TO CKa3aJ, MPOCTO UTPUBast yIbI0Ka Ha ero JUIE.

YTo KacaeTcs OKPYKAaIOIIUX CIYT 0 JOMY, TO OHU OBUIH elre 601ee HEOCBEIOMIIEHH.

axe ¥X TPUCYTCTBUE OBITI0O HECKOJILKO ITOX0XKE Ha IPUCYTCTBUE TPAHCBECTUTOB, MHAYE, eCIu Obl He
3abota o HuX, rae 0wl bait Csodeit u Konr JInHNIyH e30unu BepxoM Ha jomaau? OHa cpa3sy monerenal

JIuines yepe3 nonyaca KoHr JIMHIOHT HAKOHEL-TO 0CO3Ha: "4 TakxXe [I0YyBCTBOBAJI MOIIHBIN
apoMaT, KOTOPHIH IOSIBUJICS IIepeqo MHOM, U Haxe OblJI 0YeHb 3HAKOMBIM apoMat? Ho... Kak TH
3aMeTHI 3TO TaK Jajieko?"

"KoHeuHO, s gaxe 3Haw0, KTO 3Ta 3HaKoMas (urypa, o0 Kotopou Tel ropopuliis!" bait Csaodeu
XUXUKaJl.

"TrI uMeenIb B BUAY... Ce Msa0?" KoHr JIMHTJIOHT BRITJISIAENI IITOKMPOBAHHEIM U 37ILIM.
y

B ee BoCIIpusSTHH, CpeQH JIOfei, TePeKPHIBAOIINX JOPOTY Iepen Hel, 3amax Ce Msio MOXKHO OBLIO
CYMTATh TOJIBKO CPEJHUM, CYIIeCTBOBAIO MHOTO CyIIeCTB cuibHee, yeM Ce Msio!

Kaxk Bl MoxkeTe cebe mpenctaBuTh, Ce Msio motrest, 4To0sl cooOmuTh 'ao ®a 0 HUX, KaK IPe3peHHo!

"HyxHo 1 HaM mpsTtaThesa? Unu gaxe c6exars?" KoHTr JIMHTIIOHT CIIPOCHIT C OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO.

"He nyxH0". bair Csioelt cKa3as Cliy4ainHo.

Konr JIMHTTOHT KMBHYJ Ha CJI0Ba, peluB foBepsiTh bait Csodeto.



Koneuno, 3To OBIJIO HEe TaK OaBHO, KOT'Ia (bnrypa C YXMBUTAIOIIXMCSA JIMIIOM II€PEKPHIJIa IIYTh TOJIIIE.

KTo 65l emie aTo mor OvITh, ecinu Ol He Ce Mso!

"Crracu00, 4TO BEPHYMHUCH, cap?" JIuila Cyr ceMbu OBITIN MOPaXKeHHI.

"Xam@! He kpuuu Tak ropsyo! f He uMmero K Tebe HUKAKOro oTHoOINeHus1! HammpoTuB, Bl BUHOBHEI B
COTPYAHUYECTBE C TOHKOM ipakoHOB! {1 31eck, 4ToOH Haka3aTh Tebs!" Ce Msio kpuyana ¢
BHICOKOMEPHBIM JIAILIOM.

"Yro! Ilouemy THI Takou, Xcue Kyan?"

"Hy Thl ¥ rpsA3Has mry4yka! HampacHo 1 MBI OTHOCUMCS K Tebe C TaKMM yBaKeHUEeM, a Thl TakK
IIOCTyTaelb ¢ Hamu?"

“Tel memaen b 970 ¢ JIopmoMm Konrom!"

Tonma IIPOKIJIsATA B THEBE.

"Ha3srIBali, KakK X04elllb, THl BCe paBHO yMpelib!" Ce M0 MaHMaKaIbHO 3aCMeSJICS.

"TIpaBma?"

Crnepnytomuii MOMEHT!

Bait Csioet B3neTen ¢ nouagu u coyctusncs Ha GpouT Ce Mso.

C monHBIM PTOM M3EBATEILCTB OH CKa3asl: "Tak Kak Thl MpuBes ce0st K IBepH, 3TO U30aBIseT MEHs
OT HeOoOXOIMMOCTH UCKATh TeOs".

9T0 OBIJIO He TO-AXKEHTIBMEHCKY - He 0TOMCTUTh, Ce Ms10 NbITancs yOUTh ero, IOTOMY 4TO OH
PEBHOBAJ, OH HE MOT IPUTBOPUTLCS, UTO HUUETO He CIy4YUIoCh!

XoTs Peu - 9T0 bopgxucaTTBa, €CTh JIIOAU, KOTOPHIX MHOTAA HYKHO "3aKajsaTh".

"Th1... TBI IpOCHYJICA? Ho uTO ¢ Toro? f mpuien ciofa He oguH! Kak Tel cMeellb IpruKacaThCs KO
MHe? Thl xouels ymepeTs!”

Ce Msio mocmotpen Ha Bait Csodest CypoBBIM B3T/ISIIOM, €0 I'la3a ObIIM MTOJTHEl YTPHI3eHUN COBECTH,
HO TIepe]] TOJIIIOM OH He XOTeJs YCTyIaTh, @ BMECTO 3TOTO T'POMKO 3aKpUyal.



B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 1T03aA1 HETO, HO TaM OBLIM "MOMOIITHUKK", KOTOPHIX OH BhI3Ba!

Ou He noxgxonun s bait Csiodes, HO OH OyMasl, YTO 3THU MOMOIIHUKK MOTYT 3a0paTh XKu3Hb bai
Csodes!

Boree Toro, oH ymMas, 4TO C CUJILHBEIMK BparaMu BOKpYT Hero, Bait Csodeii He mocMeeT
IIPUKOCHYTBLCS K HEMY B0ooOIIIE!

"Torma g nokaxy Tebe, Kak CHIbHO g ocMenuBaioch!" Kak 6yaro Baii Csaodeli cMoTpen Ha Oypaka.

Cnosa otctany, u bau Csgodeyt COTHY TabIHL.

Caym!

[Tonmoca sHepruu BLICTpeNUia, u ropyio Ce Mso npeBpaTUIOCh B OTPOMHYIO KPOBaBYIO ObIPY!

[TpoTus cymectBoBanust cuiikl Ce Msio, Bait Csiodeit maxke He HyKOaJCS B UCIIONb30BAHUU CUIIBI
3aK0HOB, YOUTH €T0 OBIJIO TPOCTO JIeTUe, YeM CKaTb MypaBbsi 10 CMEPTH.

Co cTpaxoMm, ocTaBmuMcS Ha nuiie Ce Msio, 1 BEIPBAHHBIMU T'JIa3aMH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH 3aKPhII
TOPJIO ¥ YMep C CoXKaJeHueM Ha nule!

YepT Bo3pMU!

Opr}KaIOIJ_II/Ie CJIIyTru CEMbHU yBUOEJIN 3TY COEHY, U BCE OHU BHE3AITHO 3daCOCAJIUCh B XOJIOTMHBIN BO3OYX.
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