I'maBa BTOpasa Cto OIBaAllaTh OOWH KOHEI B MTHOBEHHE OKd.

[loy mo4Ty 3aKOHYUJIOCH, TaK 4YTO [10pa CHUMAaTh 3aHaBec!

"Swoosh~" C cBOOOMHO¥ TPaBO¥ PYKOH, CTYIIEeHHAs TPAHUIAa KOPOJIs BETPa paccesiyiach, U B 3TOT
MOMEeHT Kuputo yxe mpusst o6paTao Meu ITo6Genbl KisATBH. Cusisi, OH BHITAIIKI Barrett, KoTopsIit
OBLTT YKpETIJIEH 3apaHee U yxKe OblT 3apsiKeH MyJIsaMu!

"Hy?!" OpoxuMapy cCMOTpes MEPTBLHIMHU T'Jla3aMu Ha G6appeT B pyke Kupuro, ero pa3yMm BCIIOMUHAN
3K3aMeHH Ha MuYMaHa KoHoxa 0KoJ0 roma Haslap. "9T1o0..."

Bo Bpemst o6cnenoBanust Konoxa Curoby OpoxuMapy ogHaxawl Boien B Jlec CMepTH,
3aMaCKHAPOBABIINCH O]l TPABIHOI'0 HUH/I3S, IIePBOHAYaIbHO IIPHUEXaBIIero 3a CUPOTON Y4YUXH, HO Ha
IIOJITY T CIy4aliHO 0OHapyXKMI 4aKpy I003peBaeMoro KiaHa Maelstrom, u xots knaH Maelstrom
OBLT XOPOIIMM MaTepHasoM IJIsT 9KCIIEPUMEHTOB, OH BCe 3Ke OBII TOpPa3fo MeHee BaKeH B CO3HAHUM
OpoxuMmapy, yeM Yuuxa, mo3romy OpoxuMapy packoyojl 3ar0TOBKY TeHeH, YTOOBl CTaTh OOBIYHEIM,
YyTO Kj1aH Maelstrom.

TeHb, KOTOPYIO IOK03PeBany B KitaHe Maelstrom, Temeps Ovi1a Kaopy.

"9T10 oH! JTa Yakpa... HeT HUKakKou omuOku!" ApomaTt ®ochopa, KOTOPEIN MPSITACS B TEHH, TaKXKe
coOpar ee MyKeCTBO U TallHO pa300/1ayu ee TOJIOBY, ¥ TO, YTO OBIJIO OTPaXKEHO Iepef] ee Tna3aMu
OBl TTyOOKHMIA CUITY3T YeJIoBEKa B ee CO3HAHUM.

YBugeTs 3T0 IUI0 OLIIO0 HEOXKHUIAHHLIM CIOPIIPU30M, HO IIOCJIe BOJTHEHMS OHA He MOTJIa He
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s HEMHOI0 Mpa4Hoii: "OH... 6ynerT... Bce ellle... Y3Haellb MeHsa?"

"O~ Tako¥ MHTEPECHHIN TapeHb, HO OH IIPOIIe]I MUMO MeHs rof Ha3apd... Cyns0a - Takas 3abaBHas
mryka." OpoxuMapy BCIIOMHUII, KaK T'Ofl Ha3af OH OBLJT HAIlyTaH, KOTa ero TeHeBas 3aroToBKa Oblna
MTHOBEHHO YHUYTOXKeHa Kupu nmepeq HUM, ¥ 3TO CTpaHHOE opyXkue. X0Td hopMa HECKOJIBKO
M3MeHMIach, 00I1as CTPYKTypa I10xX0xkKa, 1o3ToMy OpoKruMapy OlleHUBAET, YTO OPYKUE B pyKax
Kuputo B faHHBIM MOMEHT 110X03Ke Ha TOT, 4To roff Ha3af, 1omas Okl B KATEropHrio Belllel.

"9TO HHTEPECHOE OpYXKUe, ¥ eCJIU ero UCIO0JIb30BaTh IJId TalHBIX aTak, TO OT HET0 HEBO3MOXKHO
3amuTUThCS". OOHAKO, ec/Iu OHa 00J1afaeT CII0COOHOCTHIO CIIPABIISITHCS C CHUJION 4eJI0BEYECKOI0
CTonIIa, yiepba HeJoCTaToOYHO...", KOTfa TeHeBou packon OpoTumapy OB UCIIONh30BaH Kupuro ¢
IOMOIIbI0 JIeTKasi cHalepckas BuHTOBKa M700 Ha 6/1M3KOM PaCCTOSHUY C BLICTPEJIOM B TOJIOBY [JIS
VHUUYTOXKEHUS, TEHEBasl 3aTOTOBKa OblJla YHUUTOXKEeHa, UHGOPMaLus, IoJy4eHHast 3aTOTOBKOX B TO
BpeMs Takxke OyHeT mepemaHa oOpaTHO! B oHTONMOTHI0. OpOoXMMapy TaKkKe OCHOBBIBAJICS Ha
nH(MOPMAILMK U3 OT3BIBOB OUIIOKAIIMK O TOM, UTO 3TO Opyxkue Kupurto, mpumepHas uHGOpMaIus o
IlapaMeTpax.

"Xo!" YeTrhipexxxxcTOpOoHHUM HapyTo, KOTOPHIY ObLI TOpaXkeH cepuell yIapoB, BOPBAJICSA B SIPOCTb U
BBIIIYCTUJI OTPOMHEIN PeB SIPOCTHOTO 3Bepsi, B TO BpeMs KaK ero CTUMYJIMpOBai rHeB Yakpa XBOCTa



3Beps Ha Tejie HapyTo CHOBa M3MeHUJIach, @ Ha MalIMHOBOM KOXKe IMOCTEIEeHHO MTOSIBUIOCH CeYeHNe
KOCTeu. B3rnsam, Hapsiay ¢ KOITMYeCTBOM XBOCTOB MO3afAU HETO, CIAUJICS C IATHIM. Hapsiay ¢ mATeIM
XBOCTOM, KOTOPHIH HapyTo cobupascss pacKphiTh, OypHas MaHTHKOPOBAs YaKpa Ha ero Tejle TaKxke
CTPEMUTEIbHO B3MbIBajla BBBICh. MaNMMHOBEIM YaKPCKUM ITMKIOH, OCIEIUBIINAY TEJIO, IOTHSIIICS B
Hebo!

... "JIo6 Oumapsl 60po3auii, a moToM mpoirenTan CKOPIHUOHY psmoM ¢ HuM, "BpaTt CKOPIUOH... cula
YyeJi0BeYecKoro cTojaba O6ymeT XBOCTOM, eciu MHL... BreicTpen?" [Ins [Iefigapel, CI0Ba Y€ THIPEXXBOCTOTO
HapyTo, oH coBceM He GouTcCs, X0Ts 60eBast ClIOCOOHOCTh MOCTIETHET0 OYeHb BIIeYaTIsAET, HO
Ielrimapa o cpaBHEHUIO C BBepx TakXKe He yCTyIaeT HU B MaJjiedlllell CTeIIeHH, C TOYKYU 3peHus
TOJILKO 00€BOM MOIIY, OHU HaXO[SITCS Ha OOHOM U TOM Ke YPOBHE MeXkAy HuMHU. bornee Toro, y
IOumapsl ObLT TOBOM, ¥ e€Clii OBl OHM 00a HOJIKHEBI OBLIM BCTYIUTH B OUTBY 10 CMEPTH, He OBIIO
COMHEHWUH B TOM, YTO OKOHUATeNbHas nobena Oynet u y Oumapel. Ho ceftuac, korma HapyTto
coOupascs PacKpHITh CBOM ISTHIM XBOCT, X €T0 YaKpa CTAHOBHJIACh BCE Ooyiee cBupeno, [Iumapa
Oblia HeMHOTO... He MOXKeT CUOeTh CIIOKOWHO, eCIT TakK OyHeT MpomonKaThCs, 0010Ch, V HETO He
XBaTUT YBEPEHHOCTH, YTOOH MogaBuTh YemoBeueckyio CTonboByio Cuiy.

CKOpIKOH, C OPYyTOM CTOPOHHL, IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEII Ha MOJIOLOI0 YeJI0BEeKa, CTOSIIEro HallpOTUB
YeJI0Be4ECKOM CTOJIMOBOM CHIIBI, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH CTOSIJI IIepefl TAaKOM CBHPEION YaKpOu C
613K0ro paccrosgHusd. Ha ero nuiie oH OB KaK BCerga CIIOKOeH U PaBHOAYIIEH. BHYTpH g He MOT He
YOUBUTHCS U CKa3asl Iy0OKUM rojiocoM: "[laBaliTe MOAOXKAEM... CHIa HOBOTO YJieHa JOBOJILHO
HeoOBIKHOBeHHasA". [IpaBUIbHO TONBKO MOAyMaTh, Bemb Kany v ®upman u gpyrue mocTpagaiu Ha
rja3ax y 3Toro MOJIOLOro YejioBeKa".

"He OTKpOET NX OH MATHIM XBOCT..." & TOXKe BHITTISAIE] TOPKECTBEHHO U UCIYTaHHBIM, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT €ro ceppiie OBITI0 BMECTO Y CIIOKauBasich, S IPEANOI0KUII, YTO, BO3MOZKHO, BOCIIOJIb3YIOCh
3TO¥ BO3MOKHOCTHIO, YTOOHI OIPEeNIUTh, HACKOJIbKO CUJIBHO CHJIa XBOCTOBOTO 3Beps HapyTo cMoxkeT
BBIEPKATh... YPOBEHb. X0poIast 0CHOBA mjist Oymyiiero HapyTo, 4ToOB TPOBOOUTE TPEHUPOBKH 10
KOHTPOJIIO Haf cunou LeBsATu Perexk.

Coaumnaint Oykacaky, Ka3aaoch, IOHAMaJ, YTO IPOUCXOMUT B royioBe HapyTo, u y Hero He OBIIO APYTOro
BEIOOPa, KPOME KakK CKa3aTh: "ManeHbkuit HapyTo... THl JOJIZKEH IOIY4YUTh IIPaBUIbHEIM rpagyc”,
Ecnu y Hac ux msTh, TO 3TO BCe ellle BO3MOXKHO, HO eciiu HapyTo oTKpoeT 60osiblile eCcToro, To HaM
OymeT TPyOHO MOKOPHUTH €T0 faXKe B HallleM CKa30YHOM pexuMe! Brepx."

Cacyka, KOTOpBIY OBLT TaM OIIEJIOMJIEH C TeX IIop, Kak HapyTo mTypMoBas, MOT TOIBKO TYIIO
CMOTpPETH, TOJILKO TOTZIa OH BEPHYJICS K CBOMM UyBCTBaM, mobOefa Hag TPEXXXXPHUIEIM HapyTo yxe
Oblta pemenioM Cacykas B 9TOT MOMEHT, U Tellepb HapyTo, yakpa, ucxonsias u3 ero tena, Ovta
HACTOJIBKO I'IyOOKOM ¥ MHTEHCUBHOMU, YTO 9TO OblIa y2Kacarlas TOYKa, KOTopas Tellepb 0Ka3aach
BHE focsraeMocTu Cacyka, UTO BEI3BAJIO B HEM JOMOTHUTEIbHYI0 CTUMYJISIIIUIO BHYTPH, HO 3TO OBLIIO
nepeq HUM, TIy00KO CTUMYJIUPYS ero HEPBEI, HO UX OBLIO BOE!

Xbrora Kupu, kotopyto Cacyks TakxKe 3HaJl, OOHOKJIaCCHHULIA WKOJIbL "KoHOXa HUHA3", OJI1 KOTOPOU
ObIBIINIA, 10 MHeHHIO Cacyka, 061aian HEKOTOPEIM TalaHTOM. Ilociie Toro, Kak Apyrou mpoBajuil
HUKHUM 9K3aMeH HUHA3S, Cacyka mepecras obpalmiaTh Ha Hero BHUMaHue. Ho Temeps, K ero
YOUBIEHUIO, HE3HAUUTEIBbHEINM YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM KOT{Ia-TO OB HUUEro He CTOUT B €r0 I'la3ax
OOCTHUT TAKOI'0 YPOBHS, YTO OH MOT TOJIBKO LlapcTBo B3rnsm Beepx.



HapyTo unu Kupwro...

Cacyka He MOT He UCIIBITHIBATh BHYTPEHHET 0 KpaHero pa3oyapoBaHus: "UTo s 0TKa3ajCcs OT BCETO,
YTOOBI MTONYYUTh... © YTO UMEHHO... B cMBICTIE?"

KupuTto He obpallias BHUMaHUS Ha MEIC/IM CO BCEX CTOPOH, ¥ €MUHCTBEHHEIH OTBET, KOTOPHIA OH MOT
CenaTh CeHYac, 3TO COeJIATh MOCIeIHUN BEICTPEI B KaTaCTPOGUUECKH PaCCesTHHOTO MOHCTpPA Iepe
HHUM.

[TomHSIB METPOBOE OPYAMe, OH 3aLEMHUICS 3a IieNlb Iepef co00i Yepes OKyIsp, ¥ 3Be3aa
IPUIIeTMBAHUS IPU3EMIIUIACh HA TPYOb MPOTUBHUKA.

He Ov1n0 HU GnecTsime HanpsKeHHOro Impolecca 00pb0kl, HA BpeMeHU Ha CXBaTKY XOOB.

Bcé 310, TOTBKO MOMEHT 10 KOHIIA.

B 9TOT MOMEHT mpou301Iya ClleHa, KOTOpas MepeBepHYJIa BOCIPUSITAE HUHI3S.

"bax!" bruTBa Ha ypOBHE 4Yy[JOBHUII, OQHAKO, 3aKOHYHUIIACh B JOJIM CEKYHABLl OTPOMHBIM, CKY4YHBIM
yIapoM.
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