"Isans! Tel B mopsigke? YTo TH Aesaelb, 3a0Kupasich Ha 3TOT BEICOKUI 0aMOyK mpocTo Tak!" Kupioy
CKa3aJl C XMyPHIM BUMIOM, KakK OH mepepabaTriBaj, 4TOOb yIaIUTh IMbITb, KOTOPas 3allojIHUIa 3Ty
0071acTs.

OH, KOHEYHO, 3HaJl, [JIsT Yero 3To ObIJI0, HO ObII0 OBl HE 0YEHB XOPOIIO, YTOOH! JaTh MIPEICTaBIeHNe
000 BCEM 3TOM, XOPOIIIO, BCETHA TOBOPHUJI, YTO OH ORI KaKMM-TO IIPOPOKOM, B CIIy4ae, eCJid OH
INeNCTBUTEILHO BCTPETUIT O0Iee Cepbe3HOr0 MapHs, 3T0 OyoeT KOHell.

[TageHue ¢ TAaKOTO BHICOKOTO MeCTa ObIJIO HETIJIOXUM, HO, MOXKET OBITh, 3TO OBIJIO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO
OBLIO B MHpE aHHMe, HO B HOPMaJIbHOM MHUPe, IafieH’e C TaKOr0 BEICOKOTO MecTa ObII0 OBl CMEPTHREIM
IIPUTOBOPOM, HO 3[IeCh 3TO OBIJT TPOCTO XPIOKaHbe O0JIH, BOT U BCe!

Botoch, 4TO laxke caMblii MOTYIIIEeCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEK, 3aCTPSBIINNI Ha TAaKOM BHICOKOM MecTe 6oiee
yeM Ha [IeCaTh JIeT, COUMET C yMa.

[Tocrne TOTO0, KaK Oss BLITEP KPOBb U3 yTjIa PTA, OH Hadajl TOBOPUThH HETIPEPHIBHO, MHOTHE
WHTEpPEeCHbIe BEIIY MOTYT 3By4YaTh TakK, KaK OyITO KTO-TO HUKOTA HE YCTAHET CJILIIATh, HO CKy4YHEIE
Bellld Hao0OopOT, faxke B MEPBLIY pas, KOTfa KTO-TO CIIyIIaeT WX, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 BTOPOM pas.

BopmoTaHue, cTapuk, Ka3ajaoCh, XOTeJI HaBEPCTaTh YIYLUEHHOE 3a IOC/IegHUE OeCATh JIET, TOJILKO
mJ1st Toro, 4YTo0Bl KMpioy movyBcTBOBas Ce0sf HEMHOT'O COHHBIM.

"To, 4TO 51 CKa3as, MOXeT ObITh HEMHOTO MIPOIIEe, MHTEPECHO, Thl MOXKEIIb aTh IOHUMaHNUe TaKUM
obpazom?" 'onoc crapuka pa3bynun Kupioy, KOTOPBIM BOT-BOT 3aCHET.

OH monro Xkpaajl CJI0B OT CTapuKa, TakK KakK Kak Kupioy Mor ckasaTk, YTO OH He IOHUMAET 3TOT0, OH
KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM, KaK KypHlla eCT puc, Kak OYATO OH CIIBIIIaN CBATOX IIPHKa3.

Ecnu B 93TOM MHpe eCTh UTO-TO elrle, 4ero 6outcs KupuH, s mymaro, 4To [IKWH, JOJIXKHO OBITS,
BOPYJIHBEIM.

[TokOHUMB, HAKOHEI[, CO CTapIINM MYKUYMHOM U He TT03BOJIUB MY pPa3faBaTh 3TOT MOAPOOHLIH
IIPOLIeCC 3aHOBO, CTaPIINK MyXKUYMHa CJierKa IPUXJIONHYI PTOM U CKa3an: "f paf, 4TO BH IIOHUMAETe,
9 0OYeHb 0O0SJICH, UTO BEL He mmoumMeTte".

Kupto ¢ 6ecmokoicTBOM cripocuit: "IIsifsi, Thl BEOb OOJIXKEH IHUTh IOCJIE TAKOT'0 IOJTOT0 Pa3roBopa,
na? Kak HacyeT TOro, 4TOOH ITOUTH U TPUHECTHU Tebe BOOkI?"

YcmpimmaB 3T0, 3TOT ASAS Hadal aKTUBHO XBalIUTh KHPIO B IETCTBE, KOTOPHIM 3HAET, KaK BeCTH cebs,
M 3HAeT, KaK yBaXkaTh CTAPUKOB U BCE TaKOe CHOBA.

KI/Ipon He MOT yOep2ZKaTbCAd OT XOJIOOHOT' O II0Ta, KOTOpBIfI HAIIOJIHAIL €TI0 JIUIO, 3TO OBLIT HepBbeI pas,
KOr'ma OH 3HaJI, YTO BOPYJIINBOCTb MOZXKET OBITH TaK CTpalIIHO.



I[To cpaBHEHMIO C 3TUM MSHel, TeOpus 0 TOM, UTO OfHA JXEHIMHA paBHA MSITUCTaM yTKaM UK YeMy-
TO MOJ00HOMY, BOOOIIE He 3aC/TyKUBAeT YIIOMUHAHMUS.

B myxe moHsATHS "cMepTh Oyisi OegHbIx", Kupu B3I OA/I0 B MMajaTKy, KOTopasi, KOHEYHO,
IpUHAafjexasna Asife B IePByI0 O4uepemb.

Tpu meBYIIKM U CTAapUK B HACTOSIIIIEe BPeMs CUOENH B ITallaTKe B ropsiuyed JUCKYyCCUU, U IPEIMETOM
UX UCCJIeTOBaHus OBIJIO, KOHEYHO JKe, MeCTOHaX0XK/IeHne BilaJesblia.

Bups, uto Kupioy npuBesn CTpaHHOTO MaJe€HbKOTO CTapuKa, TPU OEBYLIKU TYT XKe COOPaIrch BOKPYT
HUX, ¥ OHU 3aflaBaJii BCEBO3MOXKHbIE BOIIPOCH], ¥ B CYUTAHHBIE CEKYHAHB IIYM KPyKuji1 Kupioy romnosy.

OH HEeXKHO MOOHS YKa3aTeHbeIﬁ Tanen B 2KeCTe MOJTYaHus, 1 Teé HEMHOTHE NEeBYIIKH, Yb€ BHUMaHNE
OBIJIO ITOJTHOCTHIO COCpeJo0TO4YEeHO Ha HEM, CPA3y XK€ OCTAaHOBUIINCH, HO IIyTAHHUIIA B X I'lla3aX OO0 CUX
IIOp He uc4easjia.

"Hy, s mymalo, YTO JIy4ille TI03BOJIUTE YEJIOBEKY, 0 KOTOPOM UMET peyb, OTBETUTH BaM, pebsTa!"
Kuproy cka3san ¢ cepbe3HBIM JIUII0M, KOTOPHIY He 3HaJI MaJIeHbKUX PAcyeTOB B CBOEM yMe.

OOGBLIYHO ero JOMOTI'aJINCh HECKOJILKO JE€BYOHOK, MHOI'O 6OJ'IT8.IOH.II/IX B TBUTTEPE, U CEeTrOgHA, HaKOHEII,
IIPHUIIIO BpeMA OJisi MECTH.

Te HeMHOTHE OeBYUIKY TaK XKaXXJalu YCIIHIIATh 9Ty KUCTOPUIO, YTO [laXKe He BUIENH 3/YI0 YIRIOKY Ha
nute Kupro.

[ToBepHYB rja3a TpeM HeBYIIKaM, OHUA BCe OTIIPABUJIMCh PACCKa3biBaTh CBOM MCTOPUU BOKPYT
KOPOTKOT'0 ITOXKUJIOT0 MYKUYMHBI, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTOM KUPI0 cell ¢ YyBCTBOM 00JIeTYeHMUS.

Barnauys Ha Kupio, Mekaiio ¢ cTapoMogHoi#t yiasI0K0M cKa3ait: "Kupiow, Thl CerofHS BHTIISAUIID
OYeHb HeoOBIyHOo!".

Kupioy, KOTOPHIM pacCYUTHIBAJI HEMHOTO B CBOEM yMe, KOHEYHO, He MPU3HaJ Obl 9TOT0, OH CKa3al
HeOpexkHO: "UTOo MOXKeT OBITh HE TAK CO MHOM, BbI, JOJI?KHO OBITh, CJIMIIIKOM YCTaJH, TaK YTO BallK
T7la3a paciikiBYaThe"!

"91! He Oymb TaKuM, IyCTh MO¥M CTapuK ToXe Oy[IeT CYaCTNIUB, eclik OyIeT YTO-TO CMeIHoe!"
Mekaiio cKa3ajl HeCuacCTJIUBO.

Kupiooy He MOT He IOTyYXUTh MYPALIKK 110 KOXKe, CTAPUK, YTO CTAPBIU AyeTCs ¢ TOOOMH, s IyMalo, 4TO
3TO0 OBIII0 OBbI CTUIIIKOM MHOTO [IJIST YeJI0BEKa, YTOOBI CITPABUTHCS C ITHUM.

He umes uHOT0 BHIOOPA, KAaK CKa3aTh CTAPUKY THXHM ronocoM, Kupio ckasan emy.



Kax TOMbKO OH 3aKOHYMII, CTAapPUK OTKPHII CBOM OOJIBIITON POT 1 3aX0TeJI IIOCMEATHCA, 6I:>ICTpO
peampyroumﬁ KI/IpI/IH TYT 2K€ 3aKPBIJI POT U 3a0yIINJI T‘pOMKI/Iﬁ cMex O6paTHO B 2KHBOT.

Crapuk ucnbeiTal Ha cebe KyHT-(y 9THX [AeBYILIEK, U IT0Ka OH OBIJT OKPYKEH MMM, 9TO OBLIO ITOX0XKe Ha
BXO[ B YTUHBIM OM.

3BYK X T'0JIOCOB MOXKET IIPEBPATUTh KJIETKH BAIIeTO MO3Ta B KAllly ¥ IIPEBPATUTh BECH BAIll Pa3yM B
TIyCTOe MECTO.

[TpekpacHO OBLIO TOKa3aTh HEKOTOPHIM M3 HUX U 9TO YYBCTBO, U MeKaio fan "s-3Hao-4To",
IIOCMOTPEB Ha TPeX [OeBYIIEeK, KOTOPhLle OKPYKUIN KOPOTKOTO IOXKUJIOTO MYXKYUHY.

"A? [ToueMy BHI He upeTe, x03suH?" K915 cipocuia nogo3puTenbHO, TaK KaK BHE3aIlHO YBUEa
Mekao, cug4Iero TaM, XuXUKarIero 1 MallyInero pykou.

YneiOka Ha nmuile Mekaio 3amMepiia Ha MIHOBeHHeE, U, 60I0Ch, 9T0 OblJIa camMasi HaCTOsIass KapTHHA
PAJIOCTH U IeYaIn.

Ynei6ka Kupio Toxke HeMHOTO CMyTHUIach, OH 6ossics, 4To Mekao 4yTo-HUOyIb CKaXeT 06 3TOM, OH
TIOCTIEIIHO BEIXKUMAJ U3 3y60B ppa3sy: "Xo3siuH, unu! ITo OelCTBUTENILHO 0CO0eHHOe Becebe!"

C Bo3MyIIEHHEIM B3rNIaoM Ha Kupioy, Mekaé ckasan Hernokone6umo: "Tak Kak Tebe 3T0 Tak
MHTepecHo, nouyeMy Okl TeOe He IPOCTIefUTh 3a BCeMU U He IIOCIyIIaTh 3TO CHOBA!

"A? Yto, 3a0ynp, AsaOs, KaxeTcs, B Oefje, MHe HYKHO CIIOKOWHO IIOAyMaTh O TOM, Kak 5 IOJIXKEH eMy
nmoMoub"! Kupioy BeXKJIMBO 0TKA3aJICs.

"B TakoM ciy4dae, moyeMmy Ob HAaM BCeM He CeCTb BMeCTe U He IIPHUAyMaTh, YTO [eaTh, XOPOIIo?"
Mekalio cen B IIOCJIeIHIOI0 KaHaBy, KakK OyOTO CXBATUJICS 3a COJIOMUHKY, KOTOpPas CIacjia eMy XKU3Hb.

Ho cnosa Kupioy cbunu ero c Hor, ¥ Kupioy cka3as ¢ mpoTeKarolnel ynbiokoii: "HeT, X03guH, 1
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO MOTY chesaTh 3To caM! Brio 661 061MAHO, eciu OBl BEL He MOCIIYIIANX TaKyio
VHTEPECHYI0 UCTOPUI0!"

Mexkalio PUIIOCH TIOAOWTH K CHIEHbSIM TPeX JIeBYIIeK, CAeslaB TPHU LIara Ha3afl, Kak OyATo OH OBIN
Ha IIyTA HeBO3BparTa.

OH xoTern, yToOsl Kupio MoT mo3BaTh ero, Ho Kupio He cKa3asl HU CJI0BA, ¥ 3TO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha TO,
Kak OynTo cepaie Mekao ymaso B JIe[sTHOW IOofBal.

Omnucanue Kupoy TOIBKO YTO AeHCTBUTEIBHO HAIYTaI0 er0, KaK MOXKHO He 00SIThCSI TaKOHM Y2KAaCHOI
OOJITOBHH. ...
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