[Tonyuus ogoOpenne Kuputo, Mepkay BMeCTO 3TOTO BOPYT CTaJl CEPhE3HBIM, ¥ CYPOBHIM I'0OJIOCOM
ckazan: "He cMell cMesiTbCS Haflo MHOM, 5 TOBOPIO C TO6O0M 0 cephe3HBIX Aenax!”

KupuTo, KOTOPHEIY HUKOT A PaHbIe He BUIelN, YTOOb MeKalo TOBOPUIT TAKUM TOHOM, OBII
OIIIETIOMJIEH, ¥ OH OCTaBaJiCAd HOJIr0e BpeMs, IIpexkfe 4yeM CKa3aTh, HECKONIBKO CTpallHo: "He
cepaoucek, caHcau! 4 Oymy ycepaHo yuuThes!"

Kuputo He mpumaBai 3TOMy 0c000Tr0 3Ha4eHUsI, OH IIPOCTO IIPEATIONIOKHUII, YTO MeKKao X04eT
IIPOTPECCUPOBATh CAMOCTOSATEILHO, X0Tel Kopabiib, KOTOPHIM OH HaJIUJI CBOE CEPHlle U OYIIY, YTOOH
OBITH XOPOIIIO.

"Bpsn nu TH 30eCh HAJOoIro, He Tak 1u? Tel Bedb OOJI2KEH CKOPO yexaTh 0TClofa, fa?" Mekkao
BHE3aIlHO CMEHUJI TeMY U CKa3al.

Kak GBI OH He XOTeJl 3TO TpU3HaBaTh, BCe, UTO TOBOPUI MepKay, 6110 paBnoit, u Kupuro
IelCTBUTEILHO HEe MOT OCTaBaThCS 3[1€Ch CIIMIIKOM LOJTO.

KusHyB 6ecniomoirio, KuprTo cka3as, 4ToO OH JelCTBUTENBHO He OYOeT TPaTUTh CIUIIKOM MHOTO
BpeMeHU 3[eCh.

HampapuB HampaBieHHe Ha MUPATCKUM Kopabib, MeKKao JIeTKO CIIPOCHIL: "fBIsSeTCS K Ballle TaK
Ha3bIBaeMoe yueHHe 3KCIIePUMEHTUPOBATH C 3TUM KopabneM? Ecnu s MpaBUIbHO TIOMHIO, KaXKeTCH,
YTO y BaC eCTh TOJIbKO OOWH Kopabmb, BepHO?"

CTOJIKHYBILKCH C IIEPEKPECTHHIM A0IPocOM Mekkao, KupuTo nelCTBUTEIbHO HEe 3Hall, YTO CKa3aTh, U
OH CKa3aq Ha d3bIKe: "3JT0...".

"910 uyT0? THI GymemIb muaBaTh ¥ OBITH TUPATOM, €CJIM TBOM KOpPab/Ib CIIOMAeTCs B Pe3yabTaTe TBOUX
9KCIIepUMeHTOB?" MeKKao HU B KOEM Clly4yae He CoepXKuBajl CBOI HaCMEIIKY.

Huxkorga He gyMa, 9TO TOIIMYM CTApUK CMOXKET U3JTydaTh TaKyl0 HEOTPa3uMYyIo aypy, eciu oH OyneT
0CTaBaThCSA TAKUM B TeUEHUE MJIUTENILHOTO IIEPHOa BpeMeHHU, 60I0Ch, UTO OyIeT HEU3BECTHO, AaxkKe
ecnu oH OyfeT KyJlbTUBAPOBATh JOMUHUPOBAHUE, HE TaK JIU?

Jlaxke caMEbIil MOTYIIECTBEHHBIN 4eJI0BEeK UCIIBITEIBAII OBl JIETKUM CTpax Iepeq COOCTBEHHBIM
yuduTeneM, gaxe ecnu Obl 3To Oruta Kupuro.

C TBeppou KOxKeu rojoBel KupuTo HENOBKO CKa3aja: "CkaxkeM Tak, [I0CJie TOro, Kak s Yiuay OTClofa,
g cpa3y XKe Haugy IpogeCcCuoHaNIbHOT0 PEMOHTHUKA" !

MexkKao 4YUXHYN U C Ipe3peHneM ckasan: "Xm! Xopoiiee o0cayKuBaHue Iiofel 11ubo cienoBaTh
Sepoys unu BoeHHO-MOPCKOT0 (hj10Ta, a OCTaNbHBIE ITPOCTO HE TaK XOPOIIH, KakK BhI!".



Cepus npenmoxeHui Obljla OTKJIOHEHA, 1 KUPUTO He MOT TIOHSTh, YEeTO X0UeT 3TOT KalPU3HBIH
XO035IMH, TI09TOMY OH MOT CKa3aThb TOJIbKO HU3KHUM T'0JI0COM: "JT0... I HaleroCh, YTO CIHCIU CMOXKET
II0Ka3aTh MHE JOpory".

B3rnauys Ha KUpHTO, KOTOPHIM CKIIOHUJTI TOJIOBY, ¥ OTUETJIMBO YILIOHYBIINCEH ITpegaTeIbCKON
yNBEIOKOM Ha ero nulle, Mekano X0n0gHO cka3an: "Hy, kak Tebe aTo! [IpaBuso Halle# TOPrOBIU
3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, YTO Te, KTO PEMOHTHPYET KOpabiiu, OOIKHBl HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a
KopaOy, KOTOphle OHU PEMOHTUPYIOT, X 3TO YCTPOMCTBO elrle He OBIJI0 MMPOTECTUPOBAHO, TaK YTO 5
IIOMAY C BaMH, KOTAa NpupeT BpeMs"!

Oka3sanochk, 4To MeKKao gaxe Tak gyMmai, y Kuputo geicTBUTENbHO Oblla HECpaBHEHHAS T'OJIOBHAS
00/ TIEpPEe[T 3TUM IKCLEHTPUYHBIM MAaCTePOM, OH HEMHOTO OTBJIEKCS ¥ CKa3asl: "Ho TEHL... TH XKe
BOEHHO-MOPCKOU ¢dot!"

"Ou! 3Haems uTo? 4 He UAY 3a MUpaTaMu, 9 UAy 3a Kopabnem! EcTh v pasHulla MeXAY CygaMu U
nypaTaMy ¥ BOEHHO-MOPCKUMHU cunamMu?" MeKkao CIopuil.

KupuTto nmpomomxum: "A Kak ke TBos Houyb, Kop6at? OHa Tebe Toxke 6e3pa3nuyHa?"

CkpecTuB ria3a, MeKKao He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO BRITTIAAeN u crpocui: "O yeM TyT 6ecrokouThes? OHa
TakKas CTapas, 4To gaxe o cebe He MOXKeT m03a00TUThCI?"

"Trl He Ooutibcs, 4To BM® eii OymeT Helerko, ecliu THl oefellb ¢ HaMu?" KUprUTO CHOBa MBITANICS
ybeuTh €ro.

MekKao BHE3aITHO 3aCMesJICSA U CKala C HarjbIM BeIpaXkeHueM nulia: "B 9ToM u ecth cMmbIcT!"

YcnrimaB 370 oT Mekkao, Kuputo OblT 0Y4eHb CHaCTIMB U cKa3an: "[la, ma, TH Tak BTsHelb KobaTa,
Jlyy4llle He PUCKOBaTh, IpaBaa?".

"¢ He BrI3BasicS uATHU! { 3a5I0XKHUK, 3aXxBauyeHHBIY MupaTamMu!" MepKay ocTaBuja TaKylo TIyO0KYyIO
bpa3y, a 3aTeM yma, He gaB Kuputo masnca BooOIIe 0TKa3aThCs.

TmratensHo 06ayMaB cioBa Mekkao, KupuTto cpa3y MoHsI, 4YTO eMy OeHCTBUTEILHO HYKEeH
3aJI0KHUK!

Teneps, Korma 3a Xunatoi, Kaopy u Munamu crnepnsit, 6010Ch, TPyIHO moOpaThes cioma 6e3 mpobiem.

Ho ¢ 3a510kHIKOM BCe CTaHOBUTCS MO-IPYTOMY, ¥ BOEHHO-MOPCKOHY (PJI0T, KOTOPHIM BCeraa
IpeTeHAyeT Ha TO, YTOOHI OJIUI[ETBOPSATEL CIIPABeAJINBOCTh, HUKOTTa €TI0 He TIPOUTHOPUPYET, YTOOH
KupuTo u mpyrue Moriau 0eClpensiTCTBEHHO yeXaTh.



M MeKKao Takxke MOT OBl IIOWTH BMeCTe ¢ KHPUTO, ¥ IOCJIe 3TOT0, HaXKe eCJIM CIIYYUTCS YTO-TO
TIJI0X0€, OH MOT OBl TOATOJIKHYTh apPI'YMEHT, YTO €T0 IIPeciIefyioT MUPaTH, Tak 4To Kopbat OymeT B
IIOJIHOM 0e30IacCHOCTH.

He Mory He MpPOKJISCTh CTApOro JIKCa B MOEM Cepflle, [0 TOoro, Kak Mekeo Bcerfa Oblia MOSIBIIEHHEM
IIPAKTUYECKOH IITKOJIBI, He 0XKUall, 4TO OyIeT UrpaTh Ha MHTPUTE He yCTymaeT J[[KOHaTaHy, ClIegyeT
Iaxke CKa3aTh, UYTO Jaxke OOJIbIIe, YeM OH.

XoTsl OH He MOT TIOHSTSH I1efib Mekao, KupuTo Bepus, 4To HUKOTa He IPUYUHUT cebe Bpena.

Bce 6b110 X0PpOIIIO, ¥ Haxe MeKao mbITancs yoeoguTs KupuTo ocTaThCsi, HO BHE3AMMHO OH IIPEBPATHUIICS
B Mekao, moOpOBOJIbHO IPHUCOENUHUBIIET0CS K OaHne nupaToB Kupuro.

Ha camowMm fienie, HEKOTO ObLJIO BUHKTDH, KTO 3aCTaBUI €r0 HacTauBaTh Ha PAaCKPHITUU CBOMX 3HAHUU U
MHTEJIIEKTa Tepen MeKKao, YTo Telephb BhI3Bao HHTeEpec Mekkao, ecnu 651 Mekkao OBl TOTOB
1103BONIUTH KUPUTO yiiTU UMEHHO TakK, 3TO ObLJI OBl HACTOSIINUY TPU3PAK.

Teneps, Korma OH BCE 3TO MOHAJ, KUPUTO BHIIIEN Ha YUY B XOJIOCTSAIIKON MaHepe U MITKO CKa3an
MeKao, KOTOPHIM HETOPOIIJIMBO HalleBall MEJIONUI0, Koraa mui: "Cobupaics, COHCIH".

[Toxoxke, MeKKao yxe 3Hasl 0 pe3y/bTaTe, HO OH He YIUBUJICS, OTKPHIB I'Ia3a U MEJIEHHO TOCMOTPEB
Ha Kuputo, ckasan: "MHe Heuero coOMpaTh BEIIH, MOTY JI g IIOUTH Ha Balll Kopabnb 6e3 Hu4yero"?

KupuTo mporenTan HaloOMUHaHKE: "A KaK JXe TBOM HHCTPYMEHTHI? ITO CaMbId YIOOHEIH
WHCTPYMEHT, KOTOPHIY y TeOst Korga-nu6o Owim!"

C xuTpoi ynei0KoM MepKel cka3all c HaMeKoM Ha ankorojk: "O! Tel cka3asn "MHCTPYMEHTH", ThI
OCTaBUJI UX Ha CBOeM JIoJKe, Korjga YMHUI ux!"

Tak 4TO OH OBITI TOTOB K 3TOMY! IlepBast MbIc/ib KupuTo, ycibimas 3To, Oblsa Takas!

Bupns pa3ouaposanue Ha nune Kupruto, Mekkao He MOT He pafoBaThCA, KOTga OH 3aCTaBUII
yNBIOHYTHCS U cripocuit: "Korga Tl cobupaenscst yxoouTh? [lali MHe 3HATh, KOTTia NpUAeT BpeMs!"

C TakuM y4YHTEJIEM NeHCTBUTEILHO HUYETO He MOMeNaelllb, ¥, KaK COYBIIMICS IIap, B3TJISHYB Ha
Kupurto, on npomentan: "Ckopo! Torga st Oyoy mepKaThb TeOsI B 3aJI0KHUKaX!"

Crnerka KuBasi, MeKeo CUTHA/IM3UPOBAJI, YTO 3HAET, a 3aTeM CHOBA 3aKpHII I'Jla3a, CHejIaB MaJleHbKUH
TJIOTOK CBOETO BHMHA M IIPOHOJIKas I'YAETh.

OTO MPOUCXOOUIO KAaXKIEIH pPa3, Korga Mepkay pellan Kakyo-To Ipo6aeMy, 1, KOHEYHO, BCe BUIEITH
ero TaKUM, OHH BCe JyMaJld, YTO 9TO IIOTOMY, UTO MepKay CHOBA PEInyI KaKyi-To IPobieMy, YTO OH



OLLJI TaK CYaCTJIUB.

Ho, koneuHno, Ctpagarouuii KupuTo 3HasI NIPUYKHY, U BCAKUYU pa3, KOrAa OH AyMajl O TOM, 4TO B
OynmyiieM eMy IIPUAETCS CTOJIKHYThCSI C TAKMM KaIIPU3HLIM CTapHUKOM, ero cepflle OBIJI0O 0YeHb
HeymoOHO! ...
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