"TonbKO Tak ¥ MOXKeT ObITh! He 3Ha10, CMOXKET I 3TOT MOM CTApUK KOTfa-HuOymb CHOBa paboTaTh C
To60M!" MepKay cka3asia 6eCIIOMOIITHO.

Kuputo Bcerma ¢ 60JbIINM yBakeHHEM OTHOCHICS K PeBHUBEIM, TaK XKe, KaK OH yBaxkaJl lIapjaTaHa
noktopa HMepynyka.

OHU He ObUIM BEIUKUMHU JIIONHMY, ¥ OHU He OBIIM HU4YeM HeOOBIYHBIM, HO KIMEHHO 3TH JIIONHU
YIIOPCTBOBAJIU C TEM, YTO OOJIBIINHCTBO JII0fied He MOTJIM, U 9TO ObII0 TeM 60jiee BOCXUTUTEHHO.

XoTs OH He X0TeJ, 4TOOkl ¢ HUM o0pallanuch mo-gpyromy, Kupurto yxkacHo 60sICs TPUYUHUTD
HEMIPUATHOCTU MUJIOMY CTapUKY, ¥ 3TO OBUIO TO, YETO OH OIPENeNIEHHO He XOTeJ [eflaTh, I09TOMY OH
BEJKJTMBO TIOMPOIIAJICS U YIIETL.

Ho oTKypga OH 3HaJl, YTO OfIePKUMOCTD 3THUX JTIOJEHN - 3TO TO, YTO OH HUKOT[Ia He MOT [aTh MTOHSTS,
BO3MOZKHO, TaK e, KaK OOBIYHBIM ITUPAT He MOT MOHATH Xkefanue JIyhdu cTaTh KOPOIEM MUPATOB.

OTtnpasnsas Kuputo, Mekkao 0CTOPOKHO IIPOBEJ HECKOJIbKO 3KCIIEPUMEHTOB UMEHHO Hafl TEM, YTO
TOJIBKO 4YTO CKa3ana Kupuro!

He To, 4TOOHI OH HEe BepuJl B KUpuUTO, HO BCE MTPOPHIBEI OBITM OCHOBAHHE! Ha OOHOM (PyHOAMEHTE:
CMeJIbIX IIPEATIONIOKEHUAX U TIIaTEIbHAIX J0Ka3aTeIbCTBAX.

9To0 mpaBaa, 4To ¥ KupuTo OBIT OUeHb XOPOIIHE CMEICI ¥ OYeHb HHTEPEeCHEIe UeH, HO 9TO He
3HAYUT, YTO OH 00sI3aTEIbHO OBLT MPaB.

9TO MPOCTO 03HAYAET, UTO OH ITOJTHOCTHIO JOoBepsieT KupuTo u He momkeH O0SIThCS UCKATh
I0OKa3aTeNbCTBA U OCYIIECTBIISITh €TI0 0 TEX MO, ITOKa OH IIPaB.

Ecnu oH mercTBUTEIbHO He J0oBepPss KHPUTO, OH MOT IMIPOCTO IPUTBOPUTELCS, YTO HE CIIBIIIAI 3TOTO,
TaK 3aYeM TPATUTh BPEMS Ha 3KCIIEPUMEHTH 3[0eCh?

Oxka3sbiBaeTcs, Kuputo GBI IpaB, refib B TEPMETUYHOM COCTOSTHUY JIy4Ille BIAEPKUBAET UCIIHITAHNE
BpeMeHeM, KOr'fia IToiBepraeTcsl BO3IEeUCTBUIO ITapa C MOPCKOU BO#Ou!

HccnepmoBanus ans npuMeHeHus! Temepb, KOrga 3TO COeNaHo, Yero TH XKAellb? Tenepb, KOHEUHO,
3TO CHENIaHO HEMEIEHHO!

910 OBINI0 TIepBOe, UYTO MeKao UMeJl B BULY, OH [OIKEH OyaeT MPUMEHUTh Pe3yIbTaThl CBOUX
3KCIIEPUMEHTOB, YTOOHI IT0-HACTOSAIIEMY OBIafeTh HOBOM TEXHUKOM.

OmHako, K coxanenuto, 6nuxaimumM Kopabnem Ob1 Kopabab Kuputo u ero nupaTtckuit Kopabib, u
TOYHO TaK e, Kak 00eBOM UINOT BUEJ IPOTUBHUKA, C KOTOPEIM CTOUJIO OBl CpaXkaThCs, I1ie OB elrne



MeKKao, KOTOPHIH TeePh X0TEJ Ha HEro MOUTH, momyMai 00 3ToM.

OH B3$I7T UHCTPYMEHTH ¥ IIpHexan paboTaTh Ha BepIInHe MUPaTCKOro Kopabns Kuputo, ¢ oueHb
c(hOKyCHPOBaHHLIM ¥ ITPENaHHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

CHauaJjla OH IIPOCTO YHUYTOXKUJI BCe MeCTa, KOTOpble KUpPUTO paHbllle peMOHTUPOBAJI, II03TOMY
HUKTO He TI0f0IIelI, YTOOb OCTaHOBUTH €0, HO OH BCE PaBHO YHUUTOXKAJ IIUPATCKUM KOpabib, 1
Kakou (10T ocTaHOBUT ero? KpoMme TOro, 4To MBI BCe JyMallid, 4YTO He 0XKUAanu 0T MeKKao Takoro
nuHu3Ma!

K3-3a 9Toro Kuputo Topomuiack, HO He CMOTJIa OCTAHOBUTh €T0, 3TO He ObII0 OB IIyTKOM, eCliy OBl
ero oOHapyXKUIH.

Ho mo Mepe Toro, kak paboTa MpoBHUTraach, BCKOPE BHIICHUIOCH, YTO YTO-TO HE TAaK, MeKKao
PEMOHTHUPOBAJ KOPabb!

"YT0 BHI IIBITAETECH CHEJIaTh, MacTep Mekkao?" OOuH U3 4I€HOB MacTOPCKOT0 COBETA CIIPOCHUII C
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

He rnsapgs BBepx, MepKeii, y KOTOPOT0 BO PTY ObIIO HECKOIPKO PEMOHTHEIX TBO3[Iel, CMyTHO CKa3al:
"EcTb 11 He00X0OUMOCTh crpanIuBaTh? KoHeYHo, 3TO 2Ke peMOHT Kopabs!"

Korpa oHM yCIIBIIIAY TAaKOM OTBET, TOJNIMA CPa3y I0Ka3alach THE3IOM, U BCE TOBOPHUIIMA O HEM CEMBIO
PA3HBEIMU CIIOCOOAMH.

Kro-TO yke oTmpaBuiicsi coolImaTk 00 3TOM cUTyaluy, a Mepkay OBIJT CAMBIM CTaphIM
KBaTH(DUIIMPOBAHHEIM Y€JIOBEKOM, OHU CUMTAJIH ce0si HeCIIOCOOHBIME OCTAHOBUTE €ro!

[TepBHIM, KTO IIOJTyYHI 3TY HOBOCTh, OBITT Makiop [IpelK, KOTOPHIH Bcerna OblI 0O4eHb CEPhe3eH U BCe
PaBHO He [IOMYyCTUI Obl, YTOOBI TAKOE CIIYYUIIOCH IOM €ero COOCTBEHHBIM PYKOBOICTBOM!

C oTpsimoM OXpaHHUKOB [Ipedk OPOCHIICS Ha MECTO IIPOUCIIEeCTBUS, IIOCMOTPEN Ha MeKKao, KOTOPHIH
ycepmHo paboTai, ¥ CypoBo ckasan: "Mekkao! UTo TH menaens?"

[laxxe He BepHYB rosoBy, MeKkao cKa3asl B HeIpUHYXKAeHHOU MaHepe: "Pa3Be Ero
[TpeBOCXOIUTENLCTBO HE TPOUnTA OBl 3TO caM?".

Barnsap Ipeiika Ha MATKHE HOTOTh BHE3AITHO CTaJl 3aMeYaTelIbHEIM, KOTa OH 3aKpudasl U CIIPOCHI:
"Mepkay! Tel 3Haelllb, KaKyl JOAKY TEl PEMOHTUPYEIIh?"

"KoHneuHo, s 3Hato! IT0 Kopabyb, HyKaaromuics B peMoHTe!" Mekkao 60pMoTal.



I pelik moYepHeN U CKa3ajl MpaYHEIM PTOM: "3HAYHUT, BHI JOKHBI IOYUHUTH 9TOT KOpalyb AJIs
nupaToB"?

Mepkay, HakOHel, TOAHAT I'OJIOBY, €T0 IOTHOE ¥ MOPIIVHUCTOE JIUI0 OTYETINBO TOPOUTCS, KaK OH
CKasaJl 04eHb Cephe3HO: "B Moux riasax, Kopabib eCTh KOpabiib, HET HUKAKOU pa3HUIbl MEXKOY
JIMHKOPOM ¥ NIUpaTCKuil Kopabnb! B moboM ciydae, mogu He UMEIOT HUKAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS K
Kopabo!"

9T0 OBIJI TOTIOC TTOKUIIOT0 KOPabIeCTPOUTENISI, ¥ OH He OomubCst, CKa3aB, YTO, IeHCTBUTEIIBHO,
YeJI0BeYECTBO He MOJIXKHO BUHUTH IPeX B HEJKUBBIX BeIllax.

Ho aToMy ero yTBepKaeHUIO He CykKOeHO ObITh 0H00OPeH0 MUPOM, KTO MOXKejlaeT KO3/1a OTIYIIeHUS
3a CBOU I'PSA3HBIE MBICTIH!

[Tomo6HO TOMY, Kak [IperK, KOTOPHIM PeOKO Imepexkusl BOMHY, HyKHO ObIJT0 HEHaBUAETh KOpabyb Tak
JKe, KaK OH HeHaBU[IeJl MUPATOB, KaK ecyiu Obl 9TO OBLI e MHCTBEHHBIN CITOCO0, KOTOPHIM OH OymeT
JII00UM COJIZaTaMu.

"Nasaii! Cnyctute MeHs1 BHU3, Mukeo!" OcyxkpaeHue Oblsio Hea(pPeKTUBHEIM, U [IpeiiK cpa3y xKe
II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 aBTOPUTET OCIIapUBAETCS.

OxpaHHUKY C €er0 CTOPOHHI ITPUBETCTBOBAIN U TPOMKO OTBeYasH "ma", OHM [IBUTAJIUCH TaK OBICTPO,
YTO MOYTH Cpa3y Ke IPHTHYIX Ha Kopadiib.

C cunoit 3Tux 0XpaHHUKOB Mekkao, 6e3yciioBHO, O 661 cOUT 6e3 605, HO K BCeoO1eMy YIUBIIEHUIO
3TH BOEHHO-MOPCKHUeE JII0AU HabpOCUIMCh Ha Hero!

Mepkay, KoTopas Ipuceaia TaM, Ha CaMOM [ejie BHe3aIllHO MCYe3Jia, KaK Pa30UTHIA MbITbHEIH
Iy 3bIPb.

B To e BpeMs B APyroM YTy IUPaTCKOTro KopabJis MosSBUTIach elle ogHa gurypa Mekeo, ciieHa
BBITJIsIfIeNIa KaK 2KMBOM IIPU3PAK B I'Ia3ax Y BCEX.

B KoHI11e KOHIIOB, [Ipe#K OBIJT CTApOM JIUCOM, ¥ OH 3HAJI, YTO €CJIX OH IPOJOJIKUT B TOM XKe IOyXe, TO
00s13aTeNIbHO BHI30BET Y BCEX IION03PEHUs, U HEe TOJIbKO He CMOXKEeT BEPHYTh cebe JIHII0, HO U, CKOpee
BCEro, CTaHEeT IOCMEIIHIINEM [JIS BCeX.

"He Bonnyucs! Oto mupax! HeMennenso pasouauTtech!" [Jperk rpoMKO 3aKa3ail.

Bemy, KOTOpBEIe HUKOTHA HE MOSIBIISINCh MUPAZKOM, GBI U IaJIeKO, ¥ HUKOTHA He ObLIIO CITBIIIHO,
YTO BHYTPHU Bephu Bce ellle OymeT MUpax.



TeM He MeHee, HUKTO He OCMEJIHJICS OTKPBITO OTIYCTUTH [Ipetika, BTOPOTO 110 KOMaHMe, BHU3, U
IO Ha 60PTY Cpa3y ke PacCesiTuCh.

KoneuHo, 310 Bce Kupuro BuHOBaT, Mepkay fesnan 370, 4TOOH IOYMHUTL CBOX KOPalilb, TaK KakK Xe
OH MOT CTOSITH CJI0XKa PYKU?

KcTaTu, ¥ IPUHIKI 9TOTO UCKaXKEHUs CBeTa, ¥ (OPMHUPOBaHNE MUPAXKel ObITd 00yCIOBIIEHE
IIpPeIOMJIEHHEM CBeTa, II03TOMY Pa3HHIlA B IPUpOoe Obllla HEBEIIHUKA.

ITOT MaJIEeHbKUMI TPIOK, YTOORI 06MaHYTb 3PeHue Cpa3y XKe CTall He(—)(b(beKTI/IBHLIM II0CJIe TOTr'0, KakK
BCe pacCedanucsk, U Mekkao OBII CHECEH 0YeHb JIETKO COJIfaTaMK BOEHHO-MOPCKOI'0O (1)J'IOTa.

Bups ycnemneiii 3axBaT Mekay, [Ipelik ¢ TOpOOCThIO CKa3asl: "CHayasla faBauTe CXBaTUM €ro 1
BepHeM 00paTHO B oxupaHuu npurosopa Ero IIpeBocxogutensctBa Komanmgopa!”

Kaxk oH MOT IT03BONUTH CTapUKYy CIE3Th C KPI04YKa, Korma MeKKao fepzajl ero Ha BepeBKax? ...
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