To, 4TO GBITIO XOPOILIEH OY3JIBI0 MEXKAY CBSLIEHHUKAMHU, U3MEHHUTIOCH IIOCTIe TOTO, KakK Pyx
BOPBAJIach C TOPSYUM OPYKUEM.

Hapopn Boros u Pa3ymoB yke Obl1 HanosiHeH cTpaxoM, u JIu Tad Yao Toxe man Pyxy riymneii
B3TJISMI, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH HUYET0 He cKa3asl. B 9To BpeMs KaxX[blit JaoCCKUi ofapok OpocaeT
I'PS3HBIN B3I Ha Py Py, moToMy 4TO 9TO ee melicTBUEe Ha caMoM fesie OblI0 0OCKOpOIeHreM [ist
OAOCCKOU JIMUHOCTH.

Te, KTO 3mech Bce CIIOCOOHH Ja0COB, M B Pe3y/IbTaTe BEI BOPYT UCIIOIb3yeTe ropsuee OpyxKue miis
pelieHust Mpo0JIeMbl, Y Bac BCe ellle eCTh a0oCCKas TOPIOCTh?

Pyx, ogHako, He oOpallajla BHUMaHUS Ha T'Jla3a JIlofied, Korfa OHa HallpaBUJla CBOM MUCTOJIET Ha
CIIeOyIOIIEero YejoBeKa B KybTe O0THHD U yNbIOHYMach: " KpacuBas?".

YenoBek OBIJT BHE3AIHO OIIEJIOMJIEH, OH OBIJT OLIEJIOMJIEH TOJIHKO B TEUEHME OBYX CEKYHI, Pyxk
cpasy ke HaxaJ Ha KypOK, U C BRICTPEJIOM, PyK OTKDHII LIBETOK CBOEI T'OIOBHI.

JIromu 60r0B ¥ 6OTMHBL BHE3AIIHO UCIYTAIUCh, B 9TO BPEMS Ja0CCKOe UCKYCCTBO, Ha0CCKOe OPYXKUe
TO, YUTO 10 CHX TIOP TI0JIe3HO, IO, YTO PyKa CTBOJIA PyXKbs BCe OOBICHUIL.

A Pyx mopomien K ApyroMy 4ejioBeKy U ynbIOHycs: "IlofineM, cKaxelrs, s KpacuBas? "

MyzxunHa ObIJT HACTOJIBKO ITOTPSICEH, YTO KUBHYJI TOJI0BOM U 3akpuyas: "KpacuBo, CIUIIKOM
Kpacuso".

4 Bupen, kak Py KOKeT/IMBO y/bI0asicst, TOTOM CHOBA HaxKajl Ha KYPOK U ellle OOUH YeJIOBEK yIas
B JIy2KY KPOBH, 3Ta CIieHa CJiejiajla BCeX I'IYIIbIMHU, JII0OOU SBHO TOBOPUIIM, UTO OHA KpacuBasi, Io4yeMy
OHa [I0 CUX IIOp CTpenseT?

Ho Pyx ynbiOHyICS: " IpoCTO CIipalirBaio, KpacuBo JId 9TO, He TO, YTOOHI S OTIIYCTHUJI €T0 3a TO,
YTO OH ITOXBAJIAJI MeHs. JIagHO, IIOTOPOIKCh U pa3bepuch ¢ ITUM, KaKuM Obl HU ObLIT KyNbT bora".

Kaxk TobKO OHa 3aKOHUYMIa TOBOPUTH, IPYIINa JIIofel 03agy Hee cpa3y Ke OTKphIa oroHb. OnuH
3a ApyruM, KynbT bora MuH, KOTOPEIY OO CUX IIOP CpaXaJscs C TPYNIUpPOBKON auHacTtuu Jlu TaH,
ymaja Ha 3eMiIio, 0e3 COmpoTuBIeHus. PyXK mepkKasia MUCTOJIET ¥ HallpaBUJjia ero Ha JIIofel, KOTOpke
cMOTpenu OUTBY, OHA C YNIBIOKOM cKa3aja: "IlouyeMy Tl CTOHIIE 3[1eCh, cerogus 60-1eTue qUHACTUU
JIu Tan! Bce OBICTPO CafUTECh, TIOPA €CTh U MUTH".

['maBa ceMbu LI351H IPOTTIOTUII CBOIO CIIIOHY, OH CKa3asl HECKOIbLKO HEYBEPEHHO: "PyXK, eCcru MBI
csifieM, TH He IOJIXKEeH ycTpauBaTh 6eCrmopsimok".

"Kak 9T0 MOXKeT OHITE..." cKa3an Pyxk Tak ke MeJIouHO, "{ Bce ellle COTPyaHUYAI0 C ceMbeii 1[34H,
HAC CYUTAIOT ceMbei". A asmu, BB BUAUTE BO MHE TOTO, KTO OyHeT BalsiTh gypaka?"

Atmocdepa Oblsia X0M0AHAS, HUKTO He OCMEJIUBAJICSA CKa3aTh 00JIbIIe, MbI He IOBEPSiEM XapaKTepy
Pyx. Ho ceituac npo6nema B ToM, 4To y Py Py B pykax mucTosneT, OHa IIpocTo He GymeT UrpaTh C
BaMHM "Ma0CCKYI0 TOPAOCTh" 9TOro Habopa, I MOTYT TOIBKO CeCTh! He CKa3aB HU CJIOBa.

Py He B3si71a MUCTOJIET, BMECTO 3TOTO OHA JiepKaJlla ero B pyKe U C yIbIOKOM cka3ana: "f 6blta
ele pe6eHKOM, KOTfia uc4e3 rocnofuH Xya. f cblman MHOTO JIETeH]] 0 HeM, U II0X0XKe, YTO MHOTHe
13 IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX 3[eCh OBbIIYM 6J1arOCKIOHHH K TOCTIOOUHY Xya. 9TO He UMeeT 3HaueHus, MBI He
[OJIXKHBL BO3BpAIATh YCIYTY, [I0Ka MEL He BTUpaeM ee HellpaBU/IbHO. HEKOTOphle CMOTPAT Ha JIULIO
rocrnopuHa Xya, HEKOTOphIe Ha u10 YxkaHa Xyaxya, HO B I1€JI0M, CETOOHS 3TO He TaK YK U BaXHO,



TaK 4YTO 3TO He TaK yX ¥ BaXHO. Bce B HacTpoeHun".
4 rnyno nocMmotpen Ha Pyx PyXk, 3To OHa, 04€BUOHO, YCTPOUJIa CaMbIi O0JbIIOoN 6eCIOPSAIOK.

B 9T0 Bpems crapeiiumHa BopoT Llua M He MOT He cKa3aTh rTy00KKUM ronocoM: "Pyx Pyx, 4ero Th
Xo4emsb?".

"Huuero..." yneibHyncs Pyx, "Bbl Bce GobIne IMUIIKK OOUH 3@ APYTHUM, e Obl S OCMENIUIICS YTOo-
HUOyOb coenaTh". Bee, 10Has Jiefu TOXe OYeHb 3aCTEHYMBas, HO 5 IIPOCTO XOUY IIOMPOCUTh Bac BCEX
COXPaHATH CIIOKOUCTBUE, €CTh KOE-4TO, YTO S X04y BaM I10Ka3aTh".

"Kakoro poga Bemu?" KTo-TO CIIpOCHII.

JIu Tan Yao cka3an B 3TO BpeMs TTTyOOKUM TOJI0COM: "ITO HOBHIM BU [a0 HHCTPYMEHTA, KOTOPHII
s HeJJaBHO CO3[aJl, U 5 X04y IT0Ka3aTh ero BaM, pebsita. [Ipexkpe Bcero, o6paTuTe BHUMaHKe Ha 3TO
I1aThe, KOTOPOe HOCUT MUCC Py, ¥ TOCMOTPUTE, HET JIM B HEM 4ero-To 0COOeHHOr0".

Mt Bce mI000IBITHO IOCMOTPEIH Ha XalaT Py, 4yBCTBYS, YTO HUYETro 0COOeHHOr0. B 9T0 Bpems
JIn Tan Yao HapuCoOBaj 3aHABECKHU, U OTEJIb ITOTPY3UJICS B TEMHOTY. B 9TO BpeMs cUTYyallust BHE3AITHO
M3MEHMIACh, TOJIBKO M7 TOTO, YTOOH YBUIETh, KAK YOHTCaM Ha Tejle Py meiCTBUTENIbHO U3/Iydall
CBET HOYbIO, & CBEPXY OH OB cpsiTaH. TaMm OBITA PYHHI.

J70... moxoxe Ha omexay Llao Cso Cso.

JIu TaH4YKa0 CHOBA HApHUCOBAJI 3aHABECKH, U OH YIBIOHYICS MHe: "LI3sH YaH, s mpocun Teds
3a0parTh ellle HEMHOTO ITOfabllle, Kyaa TH ee 3abpan? ?"

4 cka3zan cepre3Ho: "OHa ceryac Ha Kphie".

JIn Tan Yao kuBHYJ ¥ cKa3ai: "O4eHb XOPOLIIO, BCe, MOU MaJjleHbKUY y4eHUK, Llao Cgo0 Csio, panee
OBLT 3aMeYeH MHOTMMHU JTIOIbMH, S IoJiaraio. [1o mpaBae roBopsi, KOrga 3Ta OMTBA TOIBKO Havanach, s
cKasas el 6exaTh OBICTPO, YTOOLI He TIOBPEIUTh MOE HOBOE MAOCCKOe OPYXKHe, a TaKxke, YTOOH! B,
pebsTa, BepuTe, YTO 51 He UTpaio B UTPH. KOHEYHO, rjaBHOe... 3TO TO, YTO 5 60I0Ch, UYTO OHA MOXKET
CIy4ayHO mocTpafaTh B 6010. Tak YTO s MIAHUPYIO PEUIUTH MPo6IeMy, MPexkae YeM MOKa3kBaTh ee
BaM, pebsrTa."

"HoBoe maocckoe opyxue?"

JItomu ¢ mM0OO0MBITCTBOM CMOTPENH Ha AuHacTuio JIu TaH, TONBKO [ TOT0, YTOOH YBUOETH, KaK
nuHactus Jlu Tas KuBaeT rosoBoi B Pyx, u Pyx Bapyr npoussec: "l[lepBrlii uMIepaTop HaBepxy"!

BresanHo 3a PyxeMm nosBunace yepHas IIyCcTOTa, TaKas XKe 3j1asd, Kak ¥ BpaTa IIpu3paka. B
CIeOyIoIIyio CeKyHAY PyX yke ObUI 3acocaH B 9Ty YEPHYIO OBIPY, HO HEHAOJIT0 MIPOU30III0 HEYTO
IIOpPa3UuTEJIbHOE.

Tonpko Korma [ao Csio BHE3aIHO BHIIIIA U3 YePHOM ABIPEI, KOTOPAs TOMBKO YTO BHIIIIA, OHA CPa3dy
JKe He MOTIJIa He BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHU, TPUKPHIB CBOM KeIyooK pBOToM. ClleHa Obllla HACTOJIBKO
OLIEJTOMUTEIILHOM, YTO T'JIaBa CeMbH LI3sTH OB MOpaxeH: "ITo... Bome6cTBo?"

"Xaxaxa, 9T0 MOe HOBOe Ta0CCKOe OPYKHKe, s TOBOPIO 0 HEM Kak 0... bo6posom Kore!"

JIu Tan Yao ropmo 3acMesisics epen TeM, Kak 00bsICHUTE: "Kak MBI Bce 3HaeM, MUD pa3felieH Ha
WHbL U SIHb, ¥ 5IHb, U IHB". [IpU3paku B MOTyCTOPOHHEM Mupe. Crioco0, KOTOPHIM S [iefialo 3TOT CIYCK,



COCTOHUT B TOM, YTOOHI CJIOMATh SIH K UHb U CHOEJIATh TAKOW 00MeH, YTO-TO BPOJe MTHOBEHHOTO
nBUKeHusI. KoHeYHO, 3TO He COBCeM MTHOBEHHOe IBUKEHHE, a CKOpee UX YepegoBaHre Ha CTOPOHE
IIOTYCTOPOHHEro Mupa. IlocnenctBus ObuIHM GBI OOJIBIIION TOTEPEH SHEPTHUH SHb, @ TeIo ObLI0 OB
cnabee. Kak Bunute, [Jao Cso0 Csi0, KOTOPEIY OBITT HA KPHIIE, BOPYT IOSIBUIICS 3[e€Ch, U MUCC Pyx..."

"ITpuset!"

[Toka 310 IIPOMCXOOHUJIO, BHE3AIIHO PA3A4JICAd 3BYK H3 IIOJIOM OBIPHIL B IIOJIY, KOTOPYIO A4 TOJIBKO 4YTO
B3JIOMaJl, 1 MEI JII000TIBITHO IIOCMOTPEJIN BBEPX YepPe3 OIPY, HO YBUOEIIN Py}K, JieZKalllero Ha BEPXHEM
9TaxKe, U CMOTpPeJIH, KaK BCe€ CHaCTIINBO.

[ToTpscaroie! C IOMOILIBI0 IPOCTOr0 AA0CCKOT0 MHCTPYMEHTA OH OTKPHBII IIYTh B ITIOA3EMHBIA MUD
IJIS1 TIPOTYJIOK.

Benukuit Crapeiimraa HeGecHolt CeKThl HaXMypuiIcs: "Xouellb UCIIOIb30BaTh 3TO Ha MUCTEPE
Xya?"

"ToyHo".

JIu Tan Yao KUBHYJI, OH CKa3ajl CEpbe3HO: "Bce AymMarT, 4TO MECTO, i€ Jaxe rOCIOgUH Xya
MOXKeT OBITH B JIOBYIIIKE, MBI OTIPefie]IeHHO He CMOxKeM cracTtu ero! . Ha camMom ferne, s mOmy4dun
HOBOCTH B IIEPBYI0 04Yepe[b U COepzKUBaJl HOel0 HeMeeHHOro obpalleHus K MucTepy Bamy mo Tex
0P, TI0Ka He nocTpoun LluBeTKa myisg npuHIa. TakuM 00pa30M, MbI C IETKOCTBIO CMOXKEM CIIACTH
MHUCTepa Xya, 3a UCKIIIOUEHUEM TOT0, YTO... [BA YeJIOBEeKa MOTYT ObITh IPUHECEHH B XKEPTBY".

9T0 OBUIO, YTO OBa YesioBeKa OYAyT IPUHECEHE! B XKEPTBY.

HyXHo OBLII0 TOMEHSTHCS ¢ XyaXOHOM, U Hy2KHO OBLIO BOWTH B MeCTO, TIe XyaXOHT ObUI yCesiH, U
OTHaTh €My 9TO Ja0 YCTPOUCTBO.

Jliomu B 0TeJle 3aMOJT4ajIH, U 1Mocjie KOpoTKoro Monyanus Hebecubii CekTopanbHbi CTapenInuHa
He MOT He XJIOIATh B JIQHOIIH, KOrfa OH Ijtakai: "[loctoiHo ObITh". JIu Tan Yao, felCTBUTEILHO
IIOACTaBUI Hac. YeHT, BOIIPOC O ClIaCeHUHU MUCTepa Xya 3aCUMTHIBAE€TCS KaK 4acTh HaIllero
He6ecuoro Cekra".

"B TakoM ciIy4dae, mocuuTamTe U cembio LI3sH". X03siuH ceMby LI3sH yIBIOHYIICS.

Korpa mBa cTapimux OpaTa 3asBUIA O CBOEM IO3UIIMK, MHOTHE NepPKaBhl BHIPA3UIM TOTOBHOCTh
IIOMOYb TOCOAUHY Xya. B 3T0 BpeMs BripaxkeHue JIu TaHYKa0 0CTaBajIOCh XOJIOAHEIM, U 51 BTalHE
BOCXHUIIAJICS €TI0 CUJION.

BriTalllvB IIUBETTY TOJIBKO B IIOCJIEAHUN MOMEHT, Cpa3y XkKe OIpefesiuB, KOMy MOXKHO IIOJTHOCTHIO
MOBEPSITh U KOMY HYXKHO OBITH OCTOPOXKHBIM, IuHACTHS JIu TaH Oblna MOUCTHHE CTApOU JTIMCOM.

OpHako, B TO BpeMsI Kak JIIOAu OblIM IMopakKeHbl TaKTuKor nquHacTuu JIu TaH, Llao [Ta egBa Bumen
BCE 3TO, M OH HEXKHO ITOMOTaJl XKeHe AuHacTuu JIu TaH... Pa3BsiKuTe BepeBKy U IIeNHUTE: "BEl B
IIopsAaKe, X03uH?"

Kak TobKO BepeBKa Obljla IIOJTHOCTHIO Pa3Bsi3aHa, XKeHINWHA CPEeJHUX JIeT BHE3AITHO MOAHSIa PYKY
u ypapuna Llao [a o nuny!

"I[Tana!"



TpecKoBHI# 3BYK 3aCTaBUJI BCEX IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX 3aMoT49aTh, HO Llao [la, moxoxe, He MOTYYHII
TIOLIIEYUHEI, M CTIOKOMHO TePeJl 3alsiCThe XKEeHIIUHBI CPeJHETO BO3PacTa.

OpHako XeHIIMHa CPeOHUX JIeT He OTHECIach K 3ToMy 0/1arOCKJIOHHO, OHa AI0KUHY pPa3 MOAPSL
ymapuia Llao [a mo nmuIly ¥ 3apeBesia SSPOCTHHIM BhIpaxkeHueM: "Youpaiics! MHe Haioesno BUAETh
Te0s1, youparics!"

Bopyr Llao [Ta cxBaTu1 XKEHIIUHY CPEOHET0 BO3pacTa 3a PYKY, ¥ OH ITOCMOTPEJ BBEPX, €T0 IIeKH
yke OB ITOKPHITH KPAaCHBIMU OTMETHHAMHU, HO eMy ObIJIO BCe paBHO. BMecTo 9TOro oH yBIOHYIICS U
npoturenTtan: "Xo3sguH, Bbl XOPOIIO TOTPYOUTECH B IIPUTOTOBJIEHUH MUY, OHA OymeT IelCTBUTEIhHO
IIOXOPOHEHA, eCJIU Bhl UCIIOJIb3yeTe ee, YTOOH ToOeuTh MeHs".

"4 cka3zain - oen!"

KeHIMHA CpegHUX JIET HaHECIa ellle OAuH ygap B Hoc Kao [la, ¥ OH UCTEK KPOBBIO, B TO BpEMS
KaK JXKeHIIMHa CPeHuX JIeT pepena: "Youina", Otougu oT MeHs!"
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