OOBIYHO 5 SAPOCTHO BEICTYIIAIO ITPOTHB BPara, HO 3TO 3aBUCHUT OT CUTyadllUH.

C ogHOI1 CTOPOHEI, HE MOXKET ObITh CIMIIKOM OOJIBIIION Pa3HUIIL B CHJIe MEXK/Y ABYMS CTOPOHAMH,
MHaye 3TO XKeJlaHWe YMepPeTh. {1 He UAKUOT, IPUYUHA, II0 KOTOPOH 51 CTAIKUBAIOCh, B TOM, YTO 5 MOTY
BBIXKUTB, TAK YTO €CJIU S CMOTY BBRIKUTh, IPU3HAB 3TO, 51 0e3 KonmebaHui npu3Haw. Crnabak. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, KH3Hb IIPUXOAUT TOJIBKO OAWH pa3, ¥ BCe BOKPYT TOBOPST MHE, UTO JIy4llle, Y4eM HUYETO,
€CJTH 51 CMOTY KUTb.

C mpyro# CTOPOHBI, 9TO HOJIKHO OBIIIO UMETh YPEe3BbIYaNHO BaKHbIE IPUUMHEL. TaK ke, KakK u
3ammrTa Bcex oT JIyo Y UxkyH, u g Toro, 4ToOnl npuBecTH Llao [la MpOTUB IbLIK, OOJIXKHA OBITh
IIPHUYMHA, TOCTAaTOYHO BaxXKHas [IJIsT MEeHsI, YTOOBI OTIATh MO0 XKU3Hb.

9ta mryKa ¢ YepHbIM [IpakoHOM... f He AyMalo, YTO CMOT'y IOTEPSATh CBOIO XKM3Hb U3-3a 3TOTO, H,
KaK TOJBKO 4TO cKalan FOHb CIHbIL3H, KaxkeTcs, 4To YepHHH [IpakoH BHI3IOPOBEET Yepes
HECKOJIbKO JHEH.

4 rayno cupen Ha Kpaio KpoBaTd, Pes O061aKoB B 3TO BpeMs TOXKe BHIIIIA B KyllaJIbHOM XaJaTe,
yNBEIOHYTach JOBOJIBHOM U MPOIIenTana: "Xopounii Manbunk! JIexkKy CIIOKOMHO, ¥ €CJIU Thl Oy[Iellb
menaTth TO, 4TO Tebe TOBOPST, s obela, 4To He yObio TeOs".

"3aueM 3a0KMpaTh MOETO YEPHOTO ApaKoHa..." u 1 cKpexelan 3y0amMu: "UTo, 4epT BO3bMHU, 3TO
3HauuT?"

"TvI elle HUYETO He 3Haelh?"

OHa nopotiyna, 4ToOb CECTh CO CKPEIlleHHBIMY HOTaMy PSIIOM CO MHOM, TIoTIaguia pyKoi Y4epHOTo
IOpaKoHa 110 MOed rpyau u mpobopMoTaa: "ITo TOTeM, YHUKAJIbHEIN Ta0CCKUM ToTeM". ITa IITyKa
IIUTAETCS SHEepPruel siHb, HO caMa 110 cebe SIBIsIeTCs oueHb papUHUPOBAHHOM SHEpTrue siHb, U eCJIH
3Ta pabuHUPOBAHHAS SHEPTHUS SHb IIOTJIONIEHA, TO OHAa MOXKEeT UMeTh 0obIyio [IperMyIiecTsa.
[TpocTo THI BCe elre cab, Tak 4To 51 He Oyy BOaBaThCS B MOAPOOHOCTH O TOM, KaKue
[peuMyliecTsa."

"3HAYUT... THI IOTJIOTUJI MOET0 YEPHOTO ApaKoHa?" f MPOrIOTHI U CIIPOCUIT MaJIEHbKUM T'OJIOCOM.

Ona 1mozaJja njnedaMu ¥ HeOpexkHO cKa3asna: "EcTh fBa crmoco0a BIUTATh TOTEM, OOUH - 3aHAThCS
CEKCOM C MYXKYHMHOM, a APYToH - C JKEHIIMHOM, TaK 5 U roayMasia. HeMHOTO ypaBHOBeIIMBaET Te0s.
KTo 3Ham, 94T0 B MOJIOOOCTH ThI 3aBSHEIb, TaK YTO MHE IIPUAETCS BOCIOIb30BaThCI BTOPHIM
MEeTOJIOM, KOTOPHIHM 3aKJII04aeTCs B TOM, UTOOB OCTaBUTh Te0sI Ha rpaHu cMepTu. Korga o6nagaTenb
HaXOOUTCS Ha I'paHy CMEPTHU, TOTEM YAapHUT, ¥ I CMOTY IOTJIOTUTh TOTEM B 3TO BpeMs. He
BOJIHYHTECH, TOTEM 3aTEM CIIPSUETCs, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUTh Ce0sT 1 BOCCTAHOBUTH CBOIO XKM3HEHHYIO
CHUJTy, ¥ OH IIOSIBUTCSI CHOBa, KOTfla KHM3HeHHas cujia OyJeT BOCCTaHOB/IEHA".

"Tak TH Tak 700p Ko MHE?" 4 cupocun.
"TlocMOTpPH, YTO THI TOBOPUIIIL".

®est O61aKOB IPUKPBITIA POT U 3aCMesIach: "ITO HEXKHOE MECTO, KTO-HUOYIb OBl OBl BEPEH KOMY-
HuOynb? Bel gaguTe MHe CUJTY TOTeMa IIOTJIOTUTD, ¥ 51 IMPOKO OTKPOIO [JIS1 BaC BEPb, U MBI
SIBJISIEMCS CIIPaBEOINBOM COENIKOHU. A Telepsb..."

Eé pot roBopu, a IMII0 CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MpadyHee M MpayHee: "A Temeph HaM Iopa MPOI0JIKaTh".

BHe3anHo OHa cxBaTujia MeHd 3a LIEe U TOJIKHYJIa BC€ MO€ TeJIO Ha KPOBATh. A 60pOJ'IC${ nu



6ecn0pﬂnqu0 Ppa3MaxuBall PyKaMu U HOTaMH, B TO BpeMs KaK ym;16Ka Ha nuie ®Peu O611aKoB
CTaHOBHJIACh BCE CHACTIINBEE U CHACTIIUBEE.

Kak pa3 TOrha y MeHs CHOBA IIOSABUJIACh OCTPasA 0071b B rpyou, ¥ 3TOT t-IepHBIfI OPaKOH CHOBa OBIIT
aktuBeH. O6naunas Pes nexasna Ha MHE, Ka[OHO IIOTJIOIIad 9YePHOIr'0 APAKOHA.

¢ TOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOE 3pPEeHKEe HauWHAeT PAa3MBIBAThCS, TOJIHKO YEPHBIN IPAKOH MOT OBITH
XOPOIIIO BUEH, HO 3TOT YePHHINA APAKOH CTaHOBUJIICS BCe ciabee u cinabee. Bckope Mos Tpyfb
HAKOHEI-TO BEPHYJIaCh K CBOEH HOPMaJlbHOU (OpMe, ¥ s He BUAEJ HY KaIlIu TEHH YEPHOTO JPaKOHa.

Tomnpko Torga ®ess O671aKOB HAKOHEI[-TO OTITYCTUIa MEHS ¥ JOBOJILHO IOBOJIBHO CKa3asla:
"Hemmoxo, Hemnoxo". XoTs 51 He 3Hal0, OTKy/a ¥ TeOs 3TOT YepHBIM IPaKOH, 9Ta TOTEMHAs 9HEPIus
SIHb IEeMCTBUTEILHO JOCTATOYHO uncTa. Bce B mopsifke, 1 6ymy uckaTh TeOs CHOBa, KOTHa TOTEM
OymeT BoCCTaHOBJIEH".

Adc TPYCTBIO ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOIO I'OJIYIO I'PyOb, XOTA 5 OBITT HEMHOT'O HE B COCTOSIHUM IIPUHATDH
9TOT'0O YEepHOI'0 APAaKOHAa, KOI'la OH BIIEPBEIE ITOABUIICA, HO KOT'la OT Moei TPDyou HUYETO HEe OCTAaJIOoCh,
S BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 04eHb TPDYCTHBIM.

O6nayHas Pes cugesnia psOOM CO MHOM, OHa PacTSHYJ/Iach Ha KPOBATH U CIIOKOMHO CKa3asna: "dTo
IevanbHO, 9TO aXKe He MPOMaBLUINy KyCcoK Msca". He BonmHYyMCS, 1 BO3bMY OTBETCTBEHHOCTE Ha Cebsl.
B 6ymymuieM y Bac 6ygeT MHOT'O IPEUMYIIECTB B TDEHHPOBOYHOM 3ajie".

4 moTpoHynack [o rojoi rpyau U npobopmorana: "T'ocmopus [ao LI3i0Hb, KOrma S CMOTpPIO Ha Bac
[HEM, 51 He YyBCTBYIO cebs Tak... ... HeMHOTo ycTan, Mory s cCHayaja mouTu JoMon?"

Ona nomaxana PyKOHU U CITy4alHO CKa3ana: "[laBail, HIKOMY HU4YEro He TOBOPU O CETOHSIIHEM
[He, nHa4e Thl TOYHO MoxKaneelb 06 3ToM". KcTaTy, 51 Ob71a TOTOBa KO BCEMY CETOMHS, HO THI TaK
MOJIOfIa, KaK XKe ThHl YBSMaelllb, S 3HAI0 Iapy [OBOJIbHO CUJIBHBEIX JJOKTOPOB, T0YeMy Obl MHE He
I03HAaKOMUTH TeOs1 ¢ HuMH. Korza g mo3BoHI0 Tebe B Clieiyioluii pa3, Tebe He MPUAETCs CTPafaTh OT
3TOM KOXKH, U TH BCE eIlle MOXKEIllb ITOJIeTUTLCS CO MHOM PHIOOM".

4 mokayasn romoBoi u cKa3ai: "He Hafo, s BEepHYCh IIePBBIM".

4 nepeoperncs u Bhiten u3 gomMa ®eu O671aK0B ¢ IyCTOM T'0JI0BOM. Korma mpoxyiafHbIN BETEPOK Oy
MHe B JIULIO, 51 T7Ty0OOKO B3[OXHYII U MPUCEN B IIEPEYIIOK, BHIKYPUB CUTAPETY U YCTaBUBIIKCE.

¢ He MoOT cKa3aTh, YTO MHE TPYCTHO, HO 3TO OBIIO TPOCTO HEYHOOHO. MOXKeT OHITh, 3TO IIOTOMY,
YTO 51 04eHb yBaxkan "®eto O6naKkoB", HO Teleph, KOTAa S 3Hal0, YTO JII0OU HOOPH KO MHE, YTOOH
nornoTuTh YepHoro [IpakoHa, T Heu30eKHO CTAHOBJIIOCH HEMHOTO TOPHKKM.

9TO 1MOX0kKe Ha YYBCTBO NOBEPHS K OPYTY, KOTHa s YUTall, a IIOTOM Y3Hall, YTO 3TOT APYT 4acTo
IIJIOXO OT3HIBAJICS 000 MHE 3a MO€H CIIMHOM.

B aT0 Bpems s Hen3bexkHO cHOBa nogymal o Ilao [la, u oKa3amoch, 4TO OBIIIO BCETO HECKOIHKO
YeJI0BEK, KOTOPhIE MENCTBUTENLHO ObIIN OB HOOPEI KO MHE, @ Y BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX OBIITM HEUKUCTHIE
MBICJIH.

"Tvl IpHUCceaens 30eCh MPSIMO ceidac, YTOOH ONIaKuBaTh?"

B 5TOT MOMEHT pSIIOM CO MHOM BAPYT pa3falics royoc, g faxe 0eCCO3HATENbHO BCTAll U
IIOBEPHYJICS, HO yBUOEN PyXk, cTosiiero ¢ ynel0Kou... OOuH IoCMOTpe Ha MeHs. 71 OBl omIeioMIeH
Ha MTHOBEHME, a IOTOM CIIPOCHJT: "3a4yeM ThI 3[eCh".



Pyx MSTKO cKa3an: "f1 IpoCcTo ClayYyalHO IMPHUILIe IIOUTPaTh C HEW U YBU[IEN, KaK ThlI BOIIIA B 3TOT
IIOM, TaK 4TO 5 IIOAOKIal CHAPyXu. & 3HaJ, 4TOo Tl OyHellb B IJIOXOM HAaCTPOEHUH, TOT, KTO BHYTPH -
aMOMIIMO3HEIN YeJIOBEK, He XO4Yelllhb JIX Thl CKa3aTh MHE, YTO 3TO 3a Jleuenue?"

4 mpomenTana: "Ml MOXeM He TOBOPUTEL 00 aToM?"

"Huyero cTpalrHoro, eCciiv Thl HUUEro He CKaXelllb, MHe BCe PaBHO..." cmesncsa Pyx, "d cibiman o
Bac, pebsiTa, He myMaiiTe 00 3TOM CIIMIIKOM MHOTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB... HeOecHast CekTa, Llao [la
OIIpenesieHHO CMOXKET IMapUTh TaM. TOJIBKO ThI, YTO TH COOMPAEIIbCS JeaTh Jasibiie?"

"TIpomBuraio cebst B IEPBHIH KJTacC A, a 3aTeM [OTOHSI0 €T0, a TaKXKe Paccieny yOunIry, KOTOpPhIi
yOuI Moux pomuTesei." fd ckasan cepbesHo.

"Hy, THI MHe HPaBHUIIILCS, Kaxkaas TPYOHOCTH fenaeT Tebs Oojee 3pensiM”. [laBal, moigeM Kya-
HUOYyObh co MHOM". PyX cjierka 1mocMesijics.

4 ynuBuicst u nmpocnenun 3a Pyxk, oHa CerofiHs Hajfiella CBUTEP, KaK CeCcTpa 1o COCENCTBY, eCJIH Obl
KTO-TO, KOT'O 5 He 3HaJI, BCTPETHUII ee, 51 Obl, HaBEPHOE, He JoTaflajICs, YTO 3Ta KeHIIWHa OymeT
epBoOM 37104 Kpacasullei FOra, Pyx.

OHa npuBesnia MeHs rnyoxe Ha yiauily CTpOHTMaHa, S CIIPOCHUJI, Kya UATH, CKa3all Pyx K Hel
IOOMOH.

¢ Ha MrHOBeHUe ynuBHIICS: "Pa3Be He TBOe MECTO Ha yinulle 6oraya?"

"V MeH$ ecTh II0KUHA MECT, TIe MOXKHO OCTaHOBUTHCS B TeHAepdyTe..." CIIOKOKMHO CKa3al Pyx,
"3Haellb, eOUHCTBEHHHIM pe0eHOK MOXKeT ObITh OMUHOK, HO ThI BCeTOa MOXKeIIb HaclaXkaaThCs K
camoMmy nyymieMy jedeHu0. Tel 1 [lao [la moxoxu Ha chiHOBeX guHacTuu JIu TaH, KOTOphIE
M3HayvaabHO OBIIK paBHHI Te0e, 3a UCKIII0UeHNeM TOro, 4To Korpa Llao [a yiméen, y Hero ObIIA TOJTBKO
THI, 4T00B O4YeHb 3a00TIUBO".

4 He MOHT, YTO Py uMenN B BUAY, T03TOMY YIILIOHYICS HenoBKo. OHa pacTsSHynach yooOHO, ee
KpacHBhIe U3rulObl Tela Ha AUCIJIee, HO S He CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO CMOTpPe. Py B3[MOXHYI B 9TO BpeMsi,
TIOKAQYMBas I'0JI0OBOM ¥ XKypua: "HopManbHbEIe MYKUKMHBI JAaBHO ObI TOCMOTPEJIN HAa MEHS, YTOOBI
BHIIIPSIMUTH I'Jla3a, HO TH 3TOTO He chenan. Ho s Hu4ero He MOTy IOfeJaTh, Thl TaK MOJIOAA, 3a4eM
THl YBSAaemns?"

"OTKypxa Thl 3Haellb! Trl MOACHIyIIXBaeLb! ?"

¢ mIMpPOKO OTKPHINA POT B IIOKe, ¥ Py 3a0/10KMpoBasa MOM I'yOHl ITajIbllaMi, U II0YEeMY-TO, KOTIa
rOBOpHJIA O IIJI0XOM, T'7ta3a Pyx... Tam OBIJIO 0OYeHb 030pHOE CUSIHME, ¥ KaK Oy[ITO OHa CMesijiach OT
BCEro CepAla, OHa CKa3ana: "He BOJHyHCS, s He CKaxXy, ¥ 3TO He Ha3bIBAeTCs MOACTyIIBaHUEM",
[ToToMy 4TO g MOATISABIBAT BO OBOPE. ITO OBITIO TaK BECEJIO, YTO JaJi0 MHE MHOTO BIOXHOBEHUS
menaTh mIoxue Belnu. [IocCMOTPHUTE Ha 9TO MaJIeHbKOe MOXO0TIUBOe KOmbITo O6auHoi dhew,
671aropoIHOM MAa0CKH, HO OHA KPYKHUTCS B ITOCTENIM 0YEHb PACIYTHO, HO BBl CJIMIIIKOM MOJIOMbI, YTOOBI
BSIHYTh ¥ HacCJlaXaaThCd €10. "

¢l HenOBKO OIyCTHUJIa FOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPENIa Ha IajbLbl HOT. B 9T0 BpeMs Pyx BOpyr nmepectan
XOOUTb, MBI OCTAHOBUJIMCH Ilepeq MaJleHbKUM OOMUKOM. OHa focTalla CBOI0 KOMHATHYIO KapTO4KY U
OTKpBIJIa IBePh, yibbasAck: "EnuHCTBeHHBIN peOeHoK xopoill, nuHactus JIu Tan Teneps 6e3 Lao [a,
€ero pa3yM Bech Ha Tebe. CKa3aJjl, YTO TBOW OeMOHUYECKUM KJIMHOK HEJOCTATOYHO XOPOIII, TI03TOMY 5
Hallles BpeMsi, YTOOHI IIOCTPOUTE YTO-HUOYIb MPUATHOE Iy TeOs. [lepBoHaYaIbHO S XOTEN OTAATh
€ro BaM 3aBTpa OHEM, HO KTO 3HaJl, YTO HaM CyKIOeHO BCTPETUTHCS CETOOHs "



X034HH... TOCTPOUI YTO-TO IJIST MEHS?
"IT03HaKOMBCS CO CBOMM HOBEIM ITIapTHEPOM".

Py BBRITQIIXT U3 SIIKMKa IPSIMOYTOJIbHYI0 KOPOOKY M3 KpaCHOT0 fiepeBa U ynbIOHyIcs: "o coBaM
TBOET0 X0351Ha, 3TO BBICOKOKAaYeCTBEHHBIN HHCTPYMEHT fao". [1oy10kuTe ero Cciofa, B 9Ty HEXKHYIO
3eMIIi0, 1 O0TH BOMHEI, BEPOSITHO, OYOYT CpaXkaThCs 3a HETo".

OHa OTKphIJIa KOPOOKY M3 KPACHOTO JIepeBa, TOJIbKO YTOOH YBUIETh BUTHEBATHIM HOKHEI
IyPIYPHO-30JI0TOTO I[BETA, JIeKAaIlKe BHYTPH, HO PSIOM C HOXKHAMHY ObIJT 0TPaXKAIOIIMH XOJTOIHBIH

Jle3Bue.
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