"HepoTpora!"

YcnwimaB cimoBa Lao [Ta, [JacTu BHe3anmHO U3MEHUIIa IIBET, ¥ OHa yJapuila 1afioHbio 0 HeOeCHYI0
KpriKy [Hao [a. f Ovln momco3HaTenbHO 3aHAT 6710KUPOBKOi epen TesioM Lao [Ia, u Ilao Ta Takxke
IIOACO3HATEJIbHO TOJIKHYJI MEHS B CTOPOHY.

YBupeB Halu mencTBus, [1bTb TepecTalia ABUTAThCS, OHA HaXMYpPHUJIach Ha MeHs ¥ mpobopMoTara:
"V Tebs... Bce ellle eCTb APY3bs IO XKU3HU U CMepTH?"

"TloueMy He MoxeT ObITE?" Kao [Ja CIIpOCHIT pUTOPUYECKH.

[TeImbHAS TOCMOTPENIa Ha MeHS C HeIpyKeJTI00OHBIM B3T/IAI0M, KaK OHa CKa3asla TJTy00KUM
rojiocoM: "IIyTk K TOMY, 4YTOOBI CTaTh CUJIbHBIM, OMUHOK, ¥ €CJIH y TeOST €CTh CEMb ITOXOTEM, TO ThI
Oymerb TonbKO CleguTe 3a CBOMMHU yCliexaMu. MoJI0fIo¥ TOCIIOAMH, Bl HOJIKHEI IIOUTH CO MHOH, U 5
BO3bMY BacC Ha BCTpPedy C YETHIPbMS APYTHMH MyXK4YWHaMU, IOBepbTe MHE. [IpOCTO mail MHE T'Ofl, U THI
Oymelib HaBepPXy, IIOCTPOEH HaUIy4IIUM oOpa3om".

"A moce TOro, Kak Tel oOKpenHerb?" Kao [la cmpocun.

He 3agymeiBasice, [JacTtu ckasan: "KoHeYHO, UATH 110 CTOIIaM TBOETO OTIla, YTOOH HAlTH €ro, a
TaKXe 3aBoeBaTh 0r". Korma xo34uH eltle OB 3eCh, BECh 10T CKJIOHUJICS IIepel HaMu, BCe PYKH
ObL1K y BeTpa'.

"Korpma Thl TOBOPHIIB, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIL PyKa K HeOY, pa3Be 3TO He YeTHIPEXCTOPOHHEE
pa3peseHye C OpYTUMU CUI0BUKaMu? Thl IPOOOJIXKaellb TOBOPUTH, YTO Xya XOH CUJIbHBIM, YTO ThI
X0Yelllb, YTOOH g CefoBal 3a HUM, YTO TH XOUelllb, YTOOH S UCKaJ ero, HO 3TO He BCe, UTO g X04y.
y2Ke SICHO [ajl IOHSATh, YTO He 3Hal0, KTO TaKou Xya XyH, 1 y3Halo TonbKo auHacTuio JIu Tan". Kao [la
CIIPOCUIIL.

HacTtu mocmotpena B rina3a Ilao [la, kak OynTo meiTanach Halitu ciabocTs B rima3ax Lao Ta: "Jlu
Tan Yao, 3T0 1Mo KOMaHOOBaHKUEM X035iMHA". BrIrymuBalomas cofaka".

Ycnblmas 9To, s1 YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 HEYIOTHO U ITOACO3HATENIbHO fepKascs 3a Munocepaue. XoTs B
OOBIYHBIH fIeHb 51 Obl moccopuiics ¢ JIu Tan Yao, 9T0 OBUT MO X035HMH, ¥ He OBITI0O HUUbeH ouepenu
TOBOPUTH O HEM.

HacTu MoCMOTPESI Ha MeHs U 0e3pa3IuyHo cKa3ai: "HemoBonbHEINR".

BJIpyT g IMIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HEBUOUMAA CUJIA YOAPHUJId MEHS B I'PYAb, 3aCTABJIsAA MEHS BEIJIETATH OT
0oy u B KOHII€ KOHIIOB CHUJIBHO BPE€3aThCA B NEPEBAHHYIO CTEHY.

[lao Ja maxe GPoCHUIICS Ha MO0 CTOPOHY, YTOOBI ITOMOYb MHE IOJHSTHCS, OH THEBHO IIOCMOTPET Ha
[lacTu 1 3aBOIIMJI HU3KUM rojiocoM: "UTo TH gemnaemb!".

"9TO TO, YTO THI MOJIXKEH AenaTh!" [IacTy ¢ HEHABHUCTBIO CKa3aj: "THl 3Haelllb, YTO ecjIu OBl 9TO
OblIa CUTyaIus KU3HU UK CMEPTH, TO V Te0s OBbIII0 OBl JTyUlllee BpeMsi, YTOOBI HanacTh Ha MeHs". Ho
B 9TO BpeMs Thl OyZellh 3allUIlaTh ero, Thl IPUHECEIb TOJIBKO OMAacHOCTh A1 ce0si. Mosomoi
MaCTeDp, KaK 49€eJIOBEK, BHI JOJIZKHEI CHAa4YaJla OTJIIMYUTH FH&BHbIﬁ IIOPAOOK BGI.[IGfI, BEI HE CMOZKETe
CTaTh CUJIbHBEIM, KaK 3T0".

Llao [Ja moMor MHe BCTaTh, OH CKpuIien 3ybamu: " roBopusn Tebe paHbIle, I HE X04Yy CTaHOBUTHCS
CUJIBHBEIM YeJIOBEKOM, Thl TOBOPUJI, YTO AuHAcCTUA JIu TaH - makeu nog Xya X0HOM, TOTHa S OTO CHIH
Oerymeit cobaku. He cBogu MeHs C yMa, He CBOU MEHS C yMa, 1 TaK YIOpPHO uckan Benukoro MHs,



IIPOCTO YTOOHI OCYIIIECTBUTDH €TI0 JaBHIOI MeuTy. Temneps, Jaxke eClii Thl He ITIOMOXKEIlh MHe
BBITIOJTHUTD €T0, TH BCE PABHO X04eIllb 3a0paTh MeHs Y Hero... OH 00bIlle He MOXKET 3TO BHIHOCHUTH,
cepAle 3TOro cTaprka, yxe... He cMor BeIiepKaTh ellle OAHOT0 pacCTaBaHUS OTIa U ChIHA'.

"HagzeiBaels ce0st OTIIOM ¥ CBIHOM?" ITBITbHEINA CXKUMAJT eT0 KPAaCHBHIHM KyJIaK, ero rjaasa Obiu
IIOJIHBI Pa304YapoBaHusd.

M3-3a 6071 1 He MOT He KallUISATh ABAXKOHI U InenTast: "Mucrtep [actu, muapmui [[3sH YsH, ¢ Moen
CII0COOHOCTBIO O0POTHCS ¢ Bamu. OIpenenTeHHO HeT HUKAKKUX IIPABUII [IJIST TAKUX Pa3rOBOPOB, IIPOCTO
y MeHSI eCTh HECKOJIBKO Bellleld, KOTOPHIe 51 X04y CKa3aTh'.

IacTu mocMoTpesia Ha MeHs JOBOJIBHO MPeHeOpexXuTeNIbHO, KaK THXO0 CKa3aja: "A 4To, eClH 5
CKaxy, YTO He X0y CJIBIIIaTh, KaK Thl TOBOPHUIINL? He myMaii, 4To KTO-HUOYIb MOXKET CO MHOM
pa3rosapuBarth."

4 npomenTana: "Ecnu TH He X04ellb CHHIIIATh, KaK 5 TOBOPIO, Thl MOXKeIb YOUTh MeHs".

OHa MpaYyHO ITOCMOTpPeJIa Ha MeHs, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB HE MOTIJIa He B3[bIXaTh U IIenTaTh: " Obl ¢
pagocThio yOoun Tebsi, Ho ecu g yObio TeOs cefiyac, 9TO CAeIaeT MOJIOOT0 TOCIOgUHA...".
HacTtpoeHue HecTabuIbHOE U MOXKET JaXkKe UMEeTh ITOXKU3HEHHEIN 3G deKT".

4 ckazan Tuxo: "Torga THl YCIIBIIUIIE OT MEHS BCET0 HECKOJIBKO CJIOB".
"MIMeliTe MyXKeCTBO, TOBOpUTE".

4 meITancs cecTh CKpelleHHEIMU HOTaMHy U miernTan: "d pomuscs B 06bIYHON KPEeCThSIHCKOM CeMbe,
MOU POOUTENN YMEPIIH, He Tak faBHo. Ha camoMm fene oHu 06a ObLIM IpefaHHbBIMU ¥ YECTHHIMU
JIFOObMHU, KaK MMEHHO OHU II0TIaJIi B HEIPUATHOCTUA CO CBOUMU BparaMi, 51 caM He yBepeH. Tak 4To 5
BCErMa BepuJ, YTO MOU POOUTENIM YMEPIIM U3-3a MEHS, ¥ B 3TU [HM 5 KUBY B XKaJIOCTH K cebe. MHe
He BCe PaBHO, IOTOMY YTO OHH BBIPACTHJIM MEHS, U S YYBCTBYIO O0/Ib TOJIBKO TOT{Ia, KOT{a JyMalo,
YTO JIIOOY, KOTOPHIE BCerya OblIM PSIAoM CO MHOM, Iy, [10 KaKoH-TO IPUYUHe, S TaKXKe 3Ha0, YTO
OHM CKy4aJld I10 MHE KaX[Iblil IeHb Ilepef] TeM, KaK TIOKUHYTh MeHs, ¥ BpeMs OT BpEMEHU OHHU
doTorpadupoBanu MeHs B IeTCTBe. [ 7Iyno cMesaThCs, faxke 3abbBasi 0 CTpaxe Iepeq IpagyLei
CMEepPTHIO."

JIlacTu CIIOKOMHO cKa3ail: "YTo TH MBITAEIILCS CKa3aTh?"

"BompImnoi 6paT 1 MacTep ToXe, - CKa3aJl s C MpefebHOM NCKPEeHHOCThIO, KOTa CMOTPEJI B I'J1a3a
IacTtu, - IpuyYnHa, 10 KOTOPOU g CKydaw". 9T0 IOTOMY, YTO OT 3IOXH IIJlaya [0 TOr0, KaK Hay4UThCS
XOOUTh, OT KPOIIIEYHOM TeHU [0 B3pOciioro. Kak BH CKa3aiu, Halll XO35IUH... ObII ITPOCTO CO0AKOM II0f
KOMaH[IOBAaHHEM ITOT'0 YeJI0BeKa, IeHCTBUTEIHbHO MTpelaHHoM co0aKoi, s 3HaK0 3T0! U maxe
IIOKEPTBOBaJIl CBOUM CHIHOM pafy I0HOro jophaa. Ho... ogHaXabl OH TaKXKe Jiexall Ha CIIUHE Y
nvHacTuu JIu TaH ¥ CMOTpeJ Ha LBETH B OJIAX, a fuHacTusA JIu TaH ogHaXKAbl fepxKalia ero 3a pyky,
YyTOOBI TOMTH B TOMNIY. basap KynuTh UTPyIIKH, 60sCh, YTO peOGeHOK YTOHET B MOpe JIfofen".

[1ao [Ta mocMOTpen Ha MEHS B IIAHUWKE, €T0 I'a3a ObIIM HAIllOJTHEeHBEl HeJOBEPUYHUBOCTHIO, U 5 JIETKO
3acMesics: "Bombinoi 6paT, 51 y&Ke 3Hal0 TBOIO IMYHOCTh, WHaYe s OBl TPOCTO... [loueMy ThI Befellb
cebs Tak CIIOKOHHO?"

HacTu 3agyM4uBO ITIOCMOTPENT Ha IIJIaMs U ITIepecTall TOBOPUTh. f1 OMyCTUII rOJI0BY U MPOLIENTAl:
"MEI TPOCTO... HE XOTeNH, YTOOH 3TOT CTAapUK XUXUMKAJ C poTorpaduedt cBOEro crapiiero 6para, He
xorenu, 4yToOH Llao [Ta Bcmomuuan o6 aTtoM". CTapuKy oueHb 00/IbHO. B MUpe ecThb Bely, KOTOPEIE
HEBO3MOXKHO IIOHSTh 0€3 BCTPeYH, U BEIH, KOTOPhle HEBO3MOXKHO IIOHSATh 0€3 BCTPeYH, HO KOTa Thl



OEeUCTBUTEIbHO HEe MOXKeIllb BCTPETUTHCS, Thl TIOHUMAEIb Bce! ¥ KOTfia 9TO MPOUCXOOUT, TOTAa KU3Hb
OEUCTBUTEIBHO CTPajaeT".

Hactu mocMoTpesia Ha MeHs, ee I'0JI0C OIJIOX K aMoLusaM: "[I0BTOpUTE CBOE UMs, 51 He CIIBILIA
9TOr0 paHblile, Ternepsb BBl MOXKeIlb IOBTOPUTE".

"3sH Yan". { ¢ yBaKeHUEM CKa3all.

OHa KUBHYJIa, 3aTE€M BHE3AITHO BHITAIIIa He(PUTOBHIHM KYJIOH U3 TPYOU U IPOTSHYIa €ro MHe,
MSTKO CKa3aB: "TakK Kak eCTb 3Ta MUCC, S BepPI0, YTO Ha HEKOTOpPoe BpeMsi. [laxke eciu BH 3abepeTe
MOJIOMIOT'0 X03sMHA, 9T0 6eCI0JIe3H0, BH TOJIBKO IMOTPaTUTe BpeMs. OcTaBb cebe 3TOT He(PUTOBHIN
KYJIOH, a Korjia 51 MoHamo611i0ch, COPOCh Ha HEr0 KPOBb, U S MOSIBITIOCH. MaJlbIIl, XOTh TH ¥ c/1a0, HO
9TO BOCXUTHUTENBHO, TH KakK Xya XyH, a MOJIOOOU TOCIIOOUH - HET".

HedpuToBEIil KyJI0H, KOTOPBIA MOXKET BEI3BATh IIBIIb?
Torga 3ayeM oTHaBaTh ero MHe, a He Llao [la?

[1ao a He MOT mOXKMmaThCs, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTE: "A Kak 3Ke Moe kejlaHue? ['me ke MO€E KeJlaHue,
KOTZa s SICHO corytacuics codpath Benukuit UHbCcKui [IpeMeT U UCIIOTHUTE ero!"

Korpa [lacTu BCTas, OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh CIIMHOM M CIIOKOMHO CKa3aja: "HeKoToprle Bely JIyyie
OCTaBUTh He3aMeueHHHEIMU". T pa30YapoBHIBAEIIb MEHS, U S HafeloCh, YTO KOTHa-HUOYOb 51 YBUKY
Te0s1 opyruM. f y3Halo CUJIbHEIX, & He POIOCIIOBHYIO, Ha3bIBAIOUINX TeOs I0HEIM TOCIIOOUHOM, TOJIBKO
M3-3a MOEro yBaxeHus K Xya XoHy".

[lao [a nermna u ymasa Ha 3eMI0, HaOmofasi, Kak [TelIb YXOOUT MeOIeHHBIMY IIaraMH.

4 y6pan HebpuTOBLIX KynoH U noxionan llao [a mo nnedy, cka3aB eMy, 4TOOBI OH He YyBCTBOBaI
ce0s CITUIIKOM IIJI0XO.

HacTu yiuia, He OTNIsigbIBasich Ha3afl, Kak 6ynto Llao [Ja BoBce He MOJIOA0# MacTep, a IPOCTO
IIPOXO0KHUI, KOTOPOT0 OHA He MOTIJjla yBaXKaTk.

"OU, IOJ0XKAN MUHYTKY."
B atot momeHT ronoc Llao [la BOpyr 3a3BOHUII.

¢ moBepHYyJICs, YTOOB IOCMOTPETh Ha Llao [Ta B 3aMeIaTenbCTBe, HO ORI MIOKKPOBAH TEM
CTPaHHBIM BHIPAXKEHHEM Ha ero JIhile, KOTOPoe s HeHaBuOes 60obIne Bcero, u [Tk Toxe OblTa
HEMHOT'0 CMYIIIeHa B 9TO BPeMs.

Llao [a BcTan u mogoiuen K [lacTy, CIOKOMHO CKa3aB: "JItogu, KOTOphIE TOBOPST O XKeJlaHUgX, He
6onee ueM raymiel”. BMecTo Toro, 4To6bl YMOJISTE O TOM, YTOOH XKejlaHue ObII0 UCIIOTHEHO, TyYIle
TIOJ0K/IaTh, ITOKA TH He OYHellb JOCTAaTOYHO CHUJTbHA, YTOOH! CIeNIaTh YTO-TO HEYEeCTHBOE. Thl, OOUH
T'of - 9TO CJIMIIKOM JIONIT0, C MOMM TaJaHTOM, KaK HaC4YeT TOT0, YTOOBI COKPATUTh €T0 OO Mmoyroma?"

¢ OBIT HACTOJIBKO IIIOKUPOBAH, YTO MO€E Cepfille Havyaio OUThCS.
9to On1 mpyrou Lao [Ta!
Kaxk 3T0 ciiyuunocs B Takoe BpeMs!

Y HacTtu Toxe OBITIO UCIIyTaHHOE BHIPazKeHUe JIUIa, U 5 cKa3as: "He oOpalmaliTe Ha HETO



BHUMAaHU, OH IIPOCTO Ha MIT'HOBEHHUE 3aIlyTaJICAd, IOCMOTPUTE Ha IIPOTUBOPEYHUE B €I0 CIIOBAX. The."

"9T0... pa3gBoeHue nuuHOCTU?" IIBITH OOpPMOTasa, a MOTOM ee JuIo ObsIo B BocTopre. OHa BAPYT
npoTsHyna pyKy, ¥ Llao [la, ka3anocs, ObLIM BHITSHYTH Ha €€ CTOPOHY CHUJION BCACHIBAHUS.

4 nocmemHo ymonsn: "OH ceiidyac He B CBoeM yMe, 6ecrofie3Ho 3a0upaTh ero, pa3Be Mbl paHbllie
He J0roBapuBajUCh..."

"Xaxaxa... f1 ;ymaio, 4TO 3TOT MO3T ¥ paHblile ObI1 HEHOPMAJbHBIM, 3TOT JOCTATOYHO YMEH, YTOOH
ynei0aThes, MONMHBIN Xya XoHra." [TlacTu 3acMmesincsi, Korfaa oHa o6Hsna Llao [la, ¥ ¢ MaleHbKUM
KYCOYKOM IIpaBOM HOTU OHA Ha CaMOM [eJle yieTesla C HUM.

4 Tak BOoHOBaNIach, YTO Jaxe MOIIIa Ha OUKYIO IIOTOHIO Ha YJ'II/ILIY!
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