Ha cnepyrouuii feHs s B35 ¢ COO0U ITaKeT C PUCOM, IIOJI0OKUT B HETO IBe HOBble MUCKU U Hafen
YepHBIYA 30HTUK B CTapHIY JOM Yepe3 OOpOory OT MOero AoMa.

CTapBIfI OOM OOJITOE BpEMS OBIIT HEPSAMIIJINBEIM, d COPHSAKHK BO IBOPE ObILIIM HeOObIYaliHO BEICOKH, 0o
Tanuu. f mociaengosan ciaoBaM L3sH Ciog ¥ Havall XOOUTh 110 CTapOMy AOMY C YaCa HOYH.

CuHauara 3T0 paboTaso, HO II0CJe OONToM XO0Ob0sl y MeHST 04eHb 007aT Horu. [TocTosiHHAs xoab0a B
TeYeHHe TPeX YacoB 3aCTaBIIsgeT JII000r0 YyBCTBOBATh YCTANIOCTh. BIIOTH OO YETHIPEX YACOB [IHS,
KOTTIa COJIHIIE OBIJT0 HAMHOTO cjlabee, KTO-TO IPUIIETT.

B TOT MOMEHT § cy4aiiHo 00oIies ABeph CTAPOT0 OMa, KOTla BAPYT YCIIBIIIA, KaK KTO-TO 30BET
1131 YsHa, ¥ MONO3PUTENIbHO ITIOBEPHYII T'OJIOBY, YTOOH 00HAPYXKUTh, YTO HAa CAMOM fefie 3TO OBLI
Tan oxr HO.

Ero numo 65110 myratoie 6enoe, ry0sl 6eCKPOBHEBIE, OH, Ka3aJI0Ch, TIOTEPSIJT MHOTO Beca, He BU[S
HY [IHS, ¥ er0 IIaThe OBIIO BCe elre HeakKypaTHO. OH CTOsT Ha 0604YKMHE JOPOTH, €T0 TEJ0 IPSIMO,
OIUH T7la3 CMOTPEeI Ha MeHs, KaK IepPeBsSIHHbIN YeoBek 6e3 yma.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 4 BCe ellle XOAUJI KpyraMy U He OCMeJIMBaJICs OCTaHaB/IMBAThCS, CIIpalllvBas, Kak
3TO0 OBIIO, TIOKA MOE TeJI0 ITPOJ0JIKaJo XoOuTh Kpyramu. Y Tan [JoHTI0O HUYEro He CKa3all B OTBET,
IIPOCTO CTOSIT Ha 000YKMHE MOPOTH U CMOTPET, KakK s KPy4yCh BOKPYT, €ro BeIpaXxkeHue eaBa
MeHsieTcs. f 9yBcTBOBai ce0st 03aJaueHHbIM, HO He CIIpPAIIXBajl MHOTOr0, IoIarasi, 4To TaH [[oHBIO,
CKOopee BCero, OblJT OlepKKUM, TaK YTO JIydllle C HUM He Pa3roBapHBaTh.

A Toxe He YYBCTBYIO cebs BHHOBATHIM, 3TO €TI0 OTIIOBEb.

o camoro 3axofa conHIia TaH [IOHTIO TOXKe He ye3xkKal. B 9To BpeMs s IOAOLIEN K IBePH AOoMa U
He MOT He OTJISIHYThCSl Ha TaH [OHBIO, ero Iia3a BCE elleé CMOTPEJIM Ha MeHs, ¥ POT CJIerkKa
IIIEBEINJICS, HO OH HUYero He CKa3ajl. B 3TOT MOMEHT g cKa3aJl, YTO IIpepBal U BOILIENI BHYTPb.

Bo#ins, s BHITAIINMII 30HTHK U3 IIOIMBIIIKY U B35/ 1B HOBhHIE MUCKH, aKKYPaTHO 3a/IMBasi PUC,
HaIoJHUB 00 CTOPOHBEI MHUCKOM.

3aTeM s 3allell BHYTPb, YTOOB IOCMOTPETH, ¥ XOTSI HUKTO HE yXaXKMWBaJjl 3a JJOMOM IOJIT0e BPeMs,
HUKTO HEe OCMEJIUJICSI BOMTH B CTAPHIM IOM, KOTOPHIH OBIJT JOBOJIBHO YMCTHIM. £ jTexKal Ha KpOBaTH C
PBaHBIM ITOCTENTBHEIM OeJibeM U IIPUBsS3all 30HTUK BEPEBKOM K KOHITY KpoBaTH. Mol 30HTUK
[IOCTaTOYHO OOMBINOM, YTOOH I HEe MOT IIEPEBEPHYTHCS, He OyIy4du IPUKPHITHIM UM.

[Tocrne Toro, KaK OH JieXKas, HaCcTynuia TUnruHa. CTaHOBUIOCh TEMHO, U OBIIIO OKOJIO ITOJIOBUHBI
IIeCTH UJIM CeMH 9aCoB, KOTZia 5 YCJIBIIAN IIIyM CHapyKu JoMa, KaK O6y[ATO KTO-TO IIOCTOSSHHO
nepenBuraics. JIIoOOMBITHO, ST HE MOT HE ITIOCMOTPETh B OKHO, TOJIbKO YTOOH Y3HATh, UTO 3TO OBl TaH
Ilon V, BEIXOOAIINUY Ha ynuly. M OT TOro, Kak OH XOAUJI, Y MEHS MypallKy 10 KOXKe.

OH 11en B CTOPOHY, Kak Kpal, ¥, KaK ¥ 5 paHbllle, KPyxKui mo gomy. OqHAKO ero rjiasa CMepTeIbHO
CMOTPEJIU Ha MeHs, TI09TOMY OH IIIeJI B CTOPOHY. JTOT T'Jla3, KakK pajap, CMOTPUT Ha MEHS, He CMOTPS
HUKyna. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KaK OH OKPYKHUJI IOM, s IyMalo, OH CMOTPHUT U Ha MEHS TOXKe.

B rimy6uHe mymy s HEMHOT'O UCIyrascs, 94To TaH [JoHBbIO IeHCTBUTEIBHO OlePKUM, BHITTISAUT KaK
mcuxomar. B 9To BpeMs U3 JoMa JOHOCHUJICS ellle OfUH IIyM, HO TaH [JOHBIO BCe ellle BRIXOAUII Ha
yIIHILy, IO3TOMY S Cpa3y IOHSJ, YTO B IOMeE, HaBepPHOe, M3 HUOTKy/la IIpHUIIe KTO-TO elle.

BHe3anHo MosBUIKNCEH IIaTy, KOTOPhIe 3By4aH Tak, Kak OyaTo OHU MpubIuKaIuch Ko MHe. f
BHITJISIIE] MEPTBBEIM B IBEPHOM IIPOEME KOMHATHI, ¥ Yepe3 MIHOBEHME Ha I10J1 loMa HajeTesa TeHb, a



MYy2XK4YKHA BCE ellle CTOAJI CHAPYXKH, U3-3a 9Yero OBIIIO TPYOHO PA3rjiisageTh, KTO 3TO OBII.

TeHb, 0TpaxkaroIiascs Ha 1Moy, Osis1a COOKY OT Yel0BeKa, a 3peHHe 3aCTaBIISII0 TOJIOBY
KPYKUThCS. TeHb Oblsla ATMHHAS ¥ BBICOKAS, C OOJIBIION TPYabI0, U HOJIXKHA OblTa OBITH XKEHIIUHOH, C
XBOCTHKOM Ha I'oJioBe. ¢ TOMHIO0 HeBECTKY, KOTOpasl HellaBHO IIOBECUJIACh 3[1eCh, OHA ObIa
XBOCTHKOM M y Hee Oblyla 04ueHb O0JIbIlIasi Tpyab. Bombllle BCero el myraeT To, YTO TEHb XOOUT Ha
IIBIITOYKAX HACTOJIBKO MpeyBenudeHa, 4To 6/113Ka K ToMy, 4TOOb XoquTh 6e3 60IbIIOTo masiblia HOTH.

4 Tak ucmyrasnack, 4YTO 3aX0Tejla CIIPOCUTh, KTO HAaXOMUTCS CHAPYKU, ¥ BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO 1I35H
Cioli mopy4un He TOBOPUTb HAYETO JIUIIHET0, I03TOMY 5 cliepkKasiack. B 9To BpeMs OT 4esloBeKa 3a
mpefeaMy KOMHATH OHOCUIICS TOJIOC, 0COOEHHO OCTPHIN, HACTOIBKO OCTPHIM, YTO 3TO OBIIO IOX0XKe
Ha [[apanuHy HOT'TSIMU CTEKJITHHOTO OKHA, ITOCHUTasl TYCUHbBIE YOAPH TI0 TETY.

"Iloporasi, TEl BEPHYJIACh".
9Ta ¢pa3a Halyraiaa MOU HOTH, U 51 He OIJIAABIBAJICS Ha3ak, 3TO [eUCTBUTENIBHO Ta HEBECTKa?

MHe He Tepnesoch YBUAETh, KaKue JIIOAX CTOST CHAPYKH, HO Y MeHS He XBaTUJIO0 CMEJIOCTH
cOenaTh 9TO, II03TOMY S IIPOCTO MPUIMIIIA K TOJIOBE U CKa3aa, Kak Besen LI3sH Ciou: "ToT, KTO
OOCTaBUJII PUC, OCTAHbLCA 30eCh HEHaA0Nro".

IIOII.

[TpoH3UTENbHEIN 3BYK OBITT HACTOJIBKO 0-0-0, YTO S YBU[EJI, KAK TeHb YXOIUT, U U3 TEHU YeJIOBEK
IEeNCTBUTEILHO XOOWI Ha I[BITOYKaX, CJIeTKa, Kak 0yaTo 6e3 Beca. Moe cepplie IUKO OHUIIOCH OT
CTpaxa, ¥ s MOCHEILTHO CXKUMaJl PYKU CKBO3b 3y0Obl, 605ICh, YUTO HBIIIY CIIUIIKOM T'POMKO. B 3TOT
MOMEHT §I BBITJISTHYJI B OKHO B YT'OJIKe T'Jla3a ¥ CHOBA OBII [IOCTATOYHO HAIMyTaH.

Tonbko mst Toro, 4ToOH yBUAETh, 4To TaH [loHT FO# youBUTENTEHEIM 00Pa30M 3aCYHYJ TOOBY B
OKHO ¥ ITOCMOTPEN Ha MEeHS IIUPOKUMHU Tla3aMu. BEIIO yKe 030HO, ¥ ero JIUI0 BEITISAETIO0
nyraille TEMHEIM. f 3aKphUI I'J1a3a U mogyMai 00 3TOM.

B To Xe BpeMs CHapyKK pa3faBaJiCs XPYCTSIINN 3BYK, KakK OYITO KTO-TO 2K€eBaJl PUC, XPYCTEI U
XpycTenl. 4 He gyMar, YTO 9TO BO3MOXKHO, 3TO PHUC, @ HE MPUTOTOBIIEHHEIH PUC, KAK KTO-TO MOXKET UX
eCTb.

OHa Me[JIEHHO TTIOTEMHeJIa, U S 3aKPhUI I'JIa3a, 30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh 3aCTaBUTHL CeOsl CIaTh.
Cnauasia MHe OBITIO CTPAIIHO, OBIJIO OBUKEHNE BHYTPHU U CHAPYKU AOMA, HO IOTUXOHBLKY 5
IIOYyBCTBOBaJI 00JIer4eHre 0T TOT0, YTO HUKTO He 3aXONUT B 3Ty KOMHATY. [1o3xe s OyKBaJbHO
3aCHYIL.

Ynas cnats, g YCIIBIIIAT, KaK KTO-TO Ha3Ball MOE UM, U B OllEIIEHEHNH OTKPHIJI I''la34d, B IOME OBLITO
TaK TEMHO, 4TO 51 HU4Yero He Mor BUJIETh.

"[I3sH YsH, nmoexann."

4 cpasy ycneimarn ronoc TaH [IOHTIO ¥ IIOCIEIIHO TOCMOTPEe B CTOPOHY, I'Ie IOH TEMHOTOU CTOSIIT
CHJTy9T YeJioBeKa, HO OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM TEMHO, YTOOH! SICHO BUTETh.

4 mepxan poT Ha 3aMKe 4 He CKa3all HY CJI0Ba, B TO BpeMd Kak TaH [loH O mpomonKai I0BTOPATh
(dpa3sy. OH Bce BpeMms rosopui, L3 YsH, nouumm. L3gx YsH, nomu.

Y Mens 651710 HCKYyIlleHre CIIPOCUTD €ro, Kyoa OH HAIIPAaBIIAE€TCA, HO 4 HEe OCMEJIUIJICA CIIPOCHUTD,



notomy 4To OblT yBepeH, 4To TaH [lonr FO# Obl1 omepxkuM. [lyMaio, CMMIAaTHYHAs CeCTpa He CMOTrJIa
IprexaTh, ¥ Ha Hee [laBUJia Tellla, T03TOMY s IIOMIPOCUTIA €T0 IpuexaTh U 3abpaTh MeHs. 4 mMpocTo
7exarn B IIOCTeNIU U He IBUTAJICH.

Tan [I0HBIO HEYCTAaHHO TOBOPUJI MHE B YIITH, TPOU3HOCS TOJIBKO OHO IpeaioxkeHue. B utore s
3aCHYJ ¥ yIIeJl CIaTk.

Bo BTOpO#1 pas, Korga s MPOCHYJICS, 5 IKCaJll, Ha YIuIle yKe OBIJI0 CBeTJIO0, U COJTHIIE CBETHUIIO B
IIOM, ¥ 3TO OBIJIO TOBOJIbHO KOM(OPTHO. f1 TOCTeniI oCMOTPETLCS U 00HAPYKUJI, YTO TaH [[OHBIO
yXKe OaBHO yuIEn. ¢ B3moXHYI ¢ 06IeryeHNeM U HallpaBUJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY C 30HTUKOM, U KakK
TOJIBKO S BHIIIEJI U3 KOMHATHI, 1 YBUAET ABe HOBBIE MUCKHU C PUCOM B HUX. PAOM C HOBOU 4alllei, Ha
yOouBeHue, nexasn TaH [IOHTO.

4 o3agauusics u Iollles IOCMOTPETh, ¥ 00HAPYKWUII, UTO PHca BHYTPHU Ha yAUBIEHKe OO0JblIe HET,
HU OJJHOTO 3epHa He 0CTaJIOCh, ¥ 3TO OBIJIO YAUBUTENILHO BUAETh. ITOT PUC €OAT UMK KpagyT? 7
M00O0TBITHO TPUCEN U mobexkas pykaMu B KapMaHH TaH [[OHBIO.

Tan [JoHBIO IPOCHYJICS OT MOEr0 MPUKOCHOBEHUS, ¥ OH ITpo6opMoTas U NpoKisan: "1I3sgH YaH,
noyeMy Obl TeOe He IPUCMOTPETh 32 TBOUMU MEPTBEIMU POAUTENSIMU U HE MTOTPOTaTh MOM KapMaH?
He noxoxe, 4TO y MeHSI eCTh JeHbI'M, YTOOBI YKpacTh Ojisi Te0s".

"Y1pom nykatw..." { pyran, "[locMoTpuM, He yKpafels JIX TH puc.”

Tan [JoHTI0 IEpEBEPHYJICS U IPOMOJIXKAJI CIlaTh, IPOKINHAS 130 pTa: "f yKpan 60/bliie CUCHKH
TBOEU MaTepH........... !

[Ipexne yueMm TaH [JOHBIO CMOT 3aKOHYUTH NPENJIOKEHNE, 1 YIAPUI €ro I10 TOJIOBE, a OH yOapuics
T'0JIOBOM 0 3eMJII0, 3aTeM, Ha YOUBJIEHUE, TPOAOIKAJ 3aChlllaTh, KA3aloch Obl, TUIIEHHbIN CHA.

Trl HE MOXKelTb 3aCHYTh? BCio HOUB s mienTan cebe Ha yXO ¥ He CIal, a 3TOT TapeHb, HaBepHoe, He
CIIUT [0 TIOYAHS, YTOOR BCTATh.

[Tocne ToOro, KaK s BHILIEN, 5 MOWEN McKaTh L3sH Cioit u pacckasan emy 00 3ToM. OH CKa3aJl, 4To
IIPOLIETT TEPBYIO HOYb ¥ ITO3BOJIMI MHE ITPOMIOIXKUTD IOoce. g ¢ HEeKOTOPOM 03a004eHHOCThIO
cmpocu, OymeT N TaK KaXKObIM IeHb B TeUeHWe CIIeAYIOIUX IIeCTH THEHN, U C B3OOXOM OH OTBETHII:
"OTa xKeHIMHa OyneT nepeOopIIUTh IeHb 3a JHEM, IIOTOMY YTO OHA X0YeT IIPOIIyIaTh HUKHIO
rpaHuly 3Toi Temu u HeBecTKu". ToT pakT, uTo Tan [JoHTIO MpUAET BYepa U IMOMPOCUT BacC YUTH,
BEPOSITHO, IBJISETCS IPU3HAKOM 3714, YTO TaKXKe II0Ka3hBaeT, 4YTO Of00HOe TOBeleHue He
HapyllaeT UTOT TELIN ¥ HEeBeCTKU. [lyMaio, cerogHs OygeT HeMHOTO GOJIbIlle, TaK YTO OyabTe
0CTOPOXKHEL. HO 4TO MMEHHO ceryac NPOUCXOOUT ¢ TaH JJOHBI0, 1 He YBEpeH".

4 cnyman ¢ HeKOTOPHIM TPEMEeTOM, HO MOT TOJIBKO CKa3aTh "ma" ¥ 3arpy3uTh ellle OOUH MEIIOK
puca.

Korga HacTynu moipmeHs, 1 CHoBa o0oita foM. TaH JI0HTIO yKe JaBHO MCYe3, HO KOTfa s 060IIén
€ro [I0 YeTHIPEX YACOB OHS, OH CHOBA MOSBUJICS, B TOM K€ CUTYyalldH, YTO ¥ BYepa, CTOS Ha 0004YuHe
TOM TOPHOM JOpPOTH ¥ HabI0gas 3a MHOM.

[To MmouM mmogcyeTaM, 3TOT ITapeHb CTAaHOBUTCSA 3JIBIM HOYbIO 1 HOPMAJIbLHBIM JHEM.

4 cobupancs 060iTH KPYT ¥ IPOUTHOPUPOBATD €TI0, HO OH BAPYT MOJOLIE KO MHE ¥ OCTAHOBUII
MeHS, 9Ta TOoLas PyKa, KaK KypUHBIM KOTOTh, BOPYT CXBaTUIa MEHS 3a PyKaB U JEPHYJa B CTOPOHY
HapyXy, ¥ CKa3aja eMy B poT: "LI3gH YaH, momun".



4 OB HaMyTaH 10 CMEPTH.

4 3Ha, 4TO C KaX[ObIM THEM OYHET XyXKe............
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