MmMnepaTop X04eT MOyKUHATh CO MHO!

4 mocMoTpen Ha UMIIepaTopa BPacIUIoX, HO 00HAPYKUJI, YTO BhIpaXKeHue ero Juia 0bUI10
HACTOJIBKO CePbe3HBIM, UTO Ka3aJI0Ch, 4YTO OH BoOOLIe He nrai. Tak 4To s faxXe MOKJIOHUIICS
VMMIIEPaTOPy U MATKO CKa3al: "9TO MOs 4eCTh, MeHs 30ByT LI3sH YaH".

MmMnepaTop KUBHYJ ¥ CKa3all C yIbIOKOM: "BrixoguTe, yOUB OMHOTO UM ABYX, BBl MOXKETE TOMOYD C
BECEeJIbeM, HO €CJIM BHI IeMCTBUTENIHHO YObEeTE CIIUIIKOM MHOT0, 3TO ITOBJIUSIET Ha MOIO PelyTaluio".

C Tex II0P KdK OH 3aroBOpuIl, i, €eCTECTBEHHO, HE OCMEJINJICA HUYEro CKa3aTh, ¥ IIOCIIYITHO BBIIIE]I
N3 OXOTHHUYLETO YIroabd W BCTAJI PAOOM C UMIIEPATOPOM.

TonbKo B 3TO BpeMst 1 00HapYKuUJ, UTO 3a IIPefielaMi OXOTHUYHETO YIOObsi €CTh BooOpaxaeMas
CIleHa, KOTOPYIO s MOT BUZIETh BHYTPU OXOTHUYLETO yrombsi. OmHa 3a APYroM XKeCcTOKO yoruBanu
MOJIOJBIX IEBYIIEK, B TO BpeMs KaK UMIIEPaTOp CMeSJICS Hall 3TUM 3JI0leTHUEM.

¢ He MOT BHIHECTH, YTOOBI HEMHOT'O IIOCMOTPETH, TI09TOMY 3aKPHUI I'7la3a. YBUIEB MO0 PeakIIuio,
¥“MIIepaTop 3afascs BonpocoM: "LI3sgH YaH, HeyXKelu Thl He MOXEIIb CMUPUTHCS C TaKOU
cutyanueun?"

"Ila, Bamie BenuuecTBo".
"Bl HUKOTA PaHblIlle He CTaJIKUBAIKUCh C TaKOHU CIleHOu?" MMmIepaTop MOIPOCHI eIrle pas3.

4 yecTHO cka3an: "4 6b1 TaM, U g OB TaM MHOTO pa3". Ho mocie Bcero aToro BpeMeHH, 5 Bce
ellle He X04y UX [eaTh. Bame BennuecTso, s gyMalo, 4TO [10-HACTOAIIEMY CUAJIBHEIN YeJIOBEK - 3TO
TOT, KTO HUKOTa He TEePSAET CBOET0 HCTUHHOTO cepana”.

"9T0 Xopo1iee HapcTBo..." UMnepaTop KUBHYI, "{ TOXKe HUKOrJa He MeHsJI CBOEro 1lapCcTBa, A
roBopu cebe, YTO KOrma s TOJIbKO HaYKMHAJl TPEHHUPOBATHCA. .. ... YTO YTOOHO - MO€, ¥ HUKTO y MEHS
3TOTO He oTHHUMeT. Ho co BpeMeHeM, ¢ OOIbIIUMY paHaMH, S HAKOHEeI-TO HaX0XKYyCh B KOHIIE CBOETO
BpeMeHU. CMeX0TBOPHO, YTO BCE MUKAIIH IOJIXKHEI yMepeTh. ['0Bopio Tebe, eciiu Obl He IBa APYTUX
HUKepa, KOTopbie ObIIM MOMMH TTOCTIENOBATENISIMU, MeHs ObI JABHO y3yPIUPOBaIn".

4 maArko ckaszan: "Tak e, Kak JIeB YKYCUT HOBOPOKIEHHOTO JIbBa-caMlla, YTOOK OH He 3a0pan y
Hero Bce B OymymieM".

"Xaxaxa, To4HO".

ViMriepaTop CHayasa 3aCMesyICs, II0TOM eT0 I'Jla3a CTa/lu ellle XojiogHee: "OTu Oesoriia3bie BOIKHY,
OHM (haHTa3UPOBAJIK O TOM, UTOOH YHACIENOBATh OT MEHS BCe B OyIyIIeM C TOTO JHS, KaK OHU
nousnu". 113sH YaH, yBaxKeHWe 3TUX XKUBOTHHIX KO MHe Bcerfa OymeT TulleMepHBIM, OHU TOJIBKO
XOTST 3a0paTh y MeHd BiacTh. O... Mol OegHbl YxyH'sp."

Ycnelas 910 UM, 9 BHE3amHO 3anyTancd. U negsgHou cTapuk pagoM ¢ UMIIEpaTOPOM IIPOoLIenTal
MHe: "UKyHBIP OBbIJT €IMHCTBEHHBIM IIPUHIIEM, KOTOPHIN ITO-HACTOSIIEMY yBaxXKajl UMIIepaTopa, OH
HUKOTa He MeuTall 0 BJIaCTH, ¥ ero Belndaiiasi CTpacTh Obljla B OKa3aHUHU ITOMOIIY UMIIepaTopy".
Ho omHaxk[bl ero yOunau B UMIIepaTOPCKOM ABopIle. YToOb HalTH yOuiilly, UMIepaTop yOum Bcex
IIPUHIIEB U MIPUHIIECC B TO BpeMsi, BKJII0Yas YIEeHOB UX ceMei. Kpome Toro, oH youi BCex Cymnpyr
KOPOJIEBHI, OCTABUB TOJILKO MaTh YKyH'apa".

OH paccBeTHI Ha MEHS, B TO BpeMs Kak MmnepaTop yuxHym: "HukKakoe KOMU4YeCTBO YOUNUCTB 3TUX
BOJTYbMX [EeTEHHIIIEX He BEPHET XKU3Hb YXKYyH 9py".



d nousn...

HeyouBuTemIbHO, YTO 3TOT UMIIEPATOp ObIT 0COOEHHO XTTagHOKPOBEH 0 OTHOIIEHUIO K
COOCTBEHHBIM [ETSAM, IOTOMY YTO BHEJNI CKBO3b CBOIO CTAMKy BOMYBUX NETEHHIIIENH. [0OBOPST, YTO
JKaJIKOT0 4ejioBeKa HaJlo HEHaBUOETh, a 9TOT UMIEPaTOp... TOXe XKaJIKU YeJl0BekK.

91 B3MOXHYJI ¥ BCTAJ PAOOM C HUMIIEPATOPOM M 3aKPHIJI I'/la3a, He XKeJlas BUIeTh, KaK yOUBAOT
pabos.

OxoTa mpoxopuia OJHEM, a KOTrfia HaCTyIuja HO4b, 0X0Ta 3aKOHUYMIACh. [1epBHIM MPUHIT ObII CAMBIM
YKpallleHHBIM, 3@ HUM II0CJIeIOBaId HEKOTOPhIE U3 €r0 II0CIeloBaTe e, a IYHHBIN TPUHI OB Ha
OHEe Ky4H, Kak 5 ¥ 0Kupaas. XoTs 9TO He MMeJIO 3HaYeHUs, 110 KpalHeu Mepe, OH CMOT CIIaCTU CBOIO
COOCTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb.

Korpa KH3bS51 ¥ IPUHIIECCH! BBIIUIA U YBUOEJH, YTO 5 CTOIO C UMIIEPAaTOPOM, OHU BCe OBbIIIN
HEeMHOI'0 HEBOCIIpUUMYUBEL. Y I10CIIe TOro, Kak UMIIepaTop 3aKOHYHUII 3Ty UT'DY, OH Jaxke He
IIOTPYHHUJICS IOCMOTPETH Ha 3TUX AEeTeH, OH IIPOCTO CKa3ajl CTapuKy psSgoM ¢ HUM: "Th
pacupepensents ux Harpagsl, L[3gH YsH, TH UelIb CO MHOU, YTOOH IOyKMHAThH BMECTe".

YV MeHs1 GBITIO YYBCTBO, UTO 9TH IPUHIE! ¥ IIPHUHIIECCHL... TI0 IIPaBIe TOBOPS, OHK OBLIH IIPOCTO
IelKaMy uMIepaTopa. Kak ToJIbKO OHM ITOTEPSITIA CBOIO POJIb B Pa3B/IeYEHUH €T0, OHU OBIIH
0eCIOoIe3HHI.

A nocnemosai 3a HMIIEPATOPOM U3 OXOTHHUYBETO X035 CTBa, OCTAaBUB 03a41 TOILKO
OIIEeJIOMJIEHHBIX ITPUHIEB X IIPUHIIECC. I/IMHepaTop Cupmell Ha CTyJie CedaHa, IIO0Ka {4 IIeJI pAOOoM C
HHUM.

Korpa s BepHYyJICS BO OBOpPEL], Ha 9TOT pa3 5 He Aenas 6osblle ceMyu 000pPOTOB, a ClIefoBa 3a
MMIIEPATOPOM B TJIaBHEIH 3as1. Korga s BoImes, st 03KKAal YBUOETh BEIMKOJIEIHBIM JBOPEL], HO, K
MO€eMY yKacy, II0 BCEM CTOPOHaM OblIM pa3bpocaHhl Teja.

"TIocMOTpPUTE Ha TOTO0, YTO CJIEBa, CKENET B 30/I0THIX JocIexax..." MmepaTop capIOHNYECKHU
YNBIOHYJICS: "OTO MOM TOBApHII 110 OPYKHUI0, KOTHa Mbl BMECTe CpaKauCh Ha 1oje 005, OH MPUHST
CMepTeNbHLIN yiap 3a MeHS U C TeX IIop HaxoguTcs B KoMme". Ho u3-3a TOro, 4To ero pe6eHoK ObI
HeJIOSIJIeH KO MHe, s YOUIT BCIO €T0 CEMbI0. YUUTHIBAS, UTO OH CIIaC MHE XKU3Hb, 51 CaM Iepepe3an eMy
ropino".

"OTOT crpaBa - MO OpaT, KOTOPHIM IIEITAJICS OTPABUTh MO JIEKapCTBA U B UTOTE OBUT YOUT MHOM."

"0, a 3T0 M0s IepBas xkeHa". OHa MeHsI 04eHb 10011, U S ee 04eHb II00uI. [IoToMy 4TO 5 Tak
CUJIBHO ee JIIo6uI, 4To yOus ee, Korga 6€CIIOKOUIICS, YTO OHA MOXKET U3MEHSITh MHE BO BpEMs OJHOU
U3 MOUX 9KCIeOUlUH. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3Haelllb, MEPTBELEl He XKYJIbHUYa0T."

"OTOT MaJIeHbKUH TPYI OBIJT MOMM IIEPBHIM peOeHKOM. B To BpeMs 51 gpozKaja OT BOJIHEHUS, HO
IIOTOM ITOfIyMaJia, eCyu s TaK B3BOJIHOBaHa M3-3a pebeHKa, TO YBepeHa, YTO B MOeM BOCIIUTAHUM 5T HE
yiny maneko. M Tak, MeHbIlle 4YeM Yepe3 [IeHb II0CJie ero poXaeHus, 1 6pOCHUI ero ymupars".

MmnepaTop Aesnan Bellld, KOTOPhIe 3aCTaBIIsAIA MOIO TOJIOBY KPYKUTHCS, ¥ KOTHA OH BCe ellle
ynbI6asicsi, Korga TOBOPHUII O HUX, 3TO OBITIO ITOX0XKe Ha TO, YTO OH [eJia/l YTO-TO [eHCTBUTEIHHO
BeJINKOe.

MiMIiepaTopCKu¥ CTO HAXOMUJICS B flaJIbHEM KOHIIe 3TOr0 OOJIBIIOrO 3ajla, a CTeHa CjIeBa OT CTOja
OBl7Ia KOCTSIMM €0 XK€eHHI, a CIIpaBa - KOCTSIMH €T0 [IeTel.



¢l cumen HAIIPOTHUB UMIIEPATOPa, KOT{a KTO-TO IOMABal IBe TapeIKK KOPOBhEH TOJIOBEL. A
YCTaBHUJICS Ha HUX M IIOHSJI, YTO OHM NEHCTBUTEILHO KOPOBBY I'OJIOBE. Kak TOIBKO IOJanu rojioBy
ObIKa, UMIIePaTOP OTKPHUT POT U XKECTOKO OTOPBAJ eMy yXO.

4 cMoTpern, Kak XMyPUTCS KOPOBbS T'OJI0Ba, B TO BpeMs Kak MMmepaTop xkKeBaJll yXo0, ¥ OH
3apaBasicss BOmpocoM: "Thl He COOMpaeIIbCs ero ChecTh?",

"OpraHu3aiys, B KOTOPYIO S BEPIO, HEe €CT FOBIAUHY, Ha CaMOM fieJie 1 caM UHOTfa ee eM..." U 4
IIoKayaJl IojIoBOH, "HO s He MOT'Y COTJIAaCUTBCS Ha TaKylo FOBANUHY."

WmMnepaTtop KuBHYN: "KaxXawil momkeH ObITh BepeH CBOUM yO0exkaeHusIM, Tl BouH". [[aiiTe eMy
ele OfIHY XKapeHyio Kypully u mooscTpee".

II']:[aII.

OxpaHHUK HEMe[JIEHHO OPOCUJICS BHU3, U Ha 3TOM CTOJIe OblJla BOEHHas KapTa. f ¢ 1000mEITCTBOM
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HET0 ¥ YBUIEI, YTO Tomorpadus 3TOM BCEIEHCKON CTPAHBl HECKOJIBKO II0X0XKa Ha
IPSMOYTONBHUK. C JIeBOM CTOPOHHBI 3TOTO IPSIMOYTOIbHUKA ObllIa TOJIBKO 3eMJIs, HO C TOM XkKe
CTOPOHEI OBIJIa ¥ OTPOMHAs CTpaHa.

Ha rpaHutie, re BCTPETUIIUCH OBE CTPaHEI, OBIJI0 HapXCOBAaHO MHOT'O KPYTOB, ¥ Ka3aJioCk, YTO
MeXIy HUMHU UOeT BOMHA. f I04yBCTBOBAI JIIOOOIBITCTBO U crpocui: "Yto 3T0?"

"TIpOKISITHIE KYyIbTAHIHL..." IMIIepaTop CTUCHY 3y0OHl, "39TO HaIlUs, HaXOASAIIAsICs B IIOCTOSTHHOM
IIPOTHUBOPEYUNH JIeHHOH". XOTeJIOCh OHI OT Th X MMmepar TOJIOBY, TOTTA S IIOIYYHII
OTHBODE co Bcenennoii". He xoTesnocs O 0Tpe3a HWmMmnepato 0710 orga 0

OT Hero paxy."

4 Haxmypurcs: "Kak monro tebe MpumeTcsi cpaxkaThCs, KOTfla 3TO TakKas 00Jblas cTpaHa ¢ 06eux
CTOpPOH?"

WMnepaTop mokadars rojioBoY U cKa3ai: "MEl UCIO0JIb3yeM MOJEIb BOMHEI 110 KOHTPaKTy".

MeHs 0CEHMIIO, UTO 3TO [I0X0XKe Ha BOUHY TaM, B CTpaHe be33akoHUs, U s He MOT He
BOCKJIUKHYTb: "OTO JEeUCTBUTENIBHO XJIONOTHO C TAKUM KOJIMYECTBOM BOUCK".

"HeT!"

MmMnepaTop TOCMOTpPeN Ha MeHs, U BhIpaXkKeHUe ero juiia Oblyo elfe 601ee MpayHbIM, KaK OH
ckasa: "Bcero mecats dyenoBek! Kaxppiii pa3, KOTrfia Y HaC BOMHA 10 KOHTPAKTY, 3TO BCETO OeCATh
yenoBek! M BcenenHasi, u YypauH BepAT B cunbHenmnx. Ho Mos rpynmna Oecrosie3HbIX IeTeil Bceraa
He B COCTOSIHUM 00eOUTh YypOUHIIEB".

"Bcero mecats!?" 4 OB yOUBIIEH.

HWMnepatop 4uxHysl: "HypAauHTY BOCIIUTAIM HEMHOTO JIy4llle MEHS, U S BEIPACTUJI Ky4y KaTHBIX
TPyCOB. Bcero naThaecsT neT Ha3ay y MeHs Ob110 OoJiee BOCbMUCOT feTeid. Ho mocne aTux
IATUAECSTHU JIET BOWHHI Y MEHSI OCTaJIoCh TOJIbKO OO0Jbllle COTHU AeTel. Tpu K ceMu, COOTHOIIEHKE
MeXIy MHOU ¥ YypOuHOM IIPOKJISATO TPHU K ceMu!"

4 mormamun mog6oponok u ¢ 3a6aBoi ckasan: "Brl mpemaraeTe megpoe BoO3HarpaxmeHue?"

HiMnepaTop Mopaco3HaTeNnbHO CKa3an: "KoHeuHo, 3TO IIefpo, M0Ka I MOTy BHIUTpaTh, g gaM 100
MUJIIMapA0B KOCMUYECKUX MOHET B Harpafgy". Ho atuMm tpycam nieBaTh Ha 100 MunnuapmoB, Korga



OHU AYyMAlOT, YTO OHU NPHUHL U IIPUHIEcca".
"Tlomoxnu..."

4 npepBasn uMIiepaTopa, yKasasl majblieM Ha KapTy ¥ 6opMoTai: "Thl UMeellb B BUAY, UTO €CIIH
necsaTh e0y4Yux Jofei MOABATCS U BEIUTPAIOT KOHTPAKTHYIO BOMHY... TH Jalllb, 6J19b, COTHIO
MUJIIMApPA0B KocMoca!?"
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