"CecTpa, 4TO Takoe 60eBoM Mup?"

"9T0 MacTep 00eBHIX HCKYCCTB, KaK M Te JIIO[U, KOTOphle ceivac MPaKTUKYIOT TO, YTO TOBOPST B
OHJIaMH-POMaHYUKax".

"A? [1eCTBUTEJIHHO JIN OHU CYLIECTBYIOT?"

"Ila, ecThb, CETONHS 30eCh OYOyT cpaXkKaThCs [[Ba BOWHA, II09TOMY IONULKS [[:KUHIMHTA Olle4yaThIBaeT
ropy Xand Ckama". "

OHu BOBOEM ITOJOIINH K BepIrHe I'OPLI, KOTrga 'OBOPHUJIN.

Buesanno 0# Jlene cinpocun: "Mory nu 4, rocrnoxa Ly, cnpocuts, He 6611 i Lu Ilao Takke yOuT
60eBBIM UCKYCCTBOM?".

Lu TaubcuHb yOuBneHHo nmocMoTpen Ha O Jlenme u kuBHyN: "a, Tsaub FOHB OBl yOUT BOMHOM".

"Torga moueMy ceMbsi LIy He oToMcTHUIa 3a HEro? Tak Kak BH 3HaeTe 0 00eBHIX XYHOXKHUKaX, Mucc
Llu, To c aHepruei cembu LIy HETPYIHO 0OPATUTHCS 3a TIOMOIIBIO K O0EBBIM XyIOKHUKAM, HE TaK
au?"

u TssHBCUHB TOPHKO YILIOHYIAaCh, KaK OHA MOTJIa He IOHSATh TaKyIo MPOCTYyI0 uCTUHY? Ho ecnu OBl
CaMBI¥ CHUJIbHBIN 4sieH ceMmbu Llu, Mactep Lu, He cMor moOenuts YkaH X9Ha, K KOMY OBl OH
obpaTuics 3a ToMoIb0? M KTO X04eT IIOMOYb?

"Ileso He B TOM, YTO MHEI €70 He UIIeM, HO MBI HE MOXKEM ero Mo6eauTh, MHaYe KaK MBI MOXKEM
II03BOJIUTL €My yOuTh Moero 6parta.”

Iy TaHbCUHB YKa3aJ Ha BeplIuHy ropkl: "Ha caMoM fesie, CerofHAIIHAA AY3JIb 30eCh - 9TO TOT, KTO
yOus moero OpaTa, s HeHaBUXKY BUETh, KaK OH YMUpaeT, HO U He Xouy. Hameroch, oH yMmper."

"TTouemy?" [110 buHIly He TOHKUMAJ 3Ty UAEI0 XKeJlaHUA OIPYroro 4ejloBeka yMepeTh U He XKeJlaHus,
4yTOOBI OH YMep.

Llu TauscuHb B3goxHYI: "Haenune oH youn moero 6paTa, 1 Xxo4y, 4TOOEl OH yMep, HO Ha JIIOASX OH -
Mos1 CTpaHa B KuTae, HeT, BOUHCTBEHHBIN JayH HOMep OfUH B Mupe". 'eHUl, CpaBHUMEBIYA C MUPOBLIM
IIEMOHOM, 3TO BeJIMKUY ITOIBEM Halllel CTPaHBl, I09TOMY 5 He X04y, YTOOH OH yMep, KakK U CTpaHa
Kurtan".

"Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 ero MpoOTUBHUK - yXKacalolllee BLICIIEe CYIIeCcTBO IlapcTBa Cakypa, HeCpaBHEHHO
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE, U laxKe XOOSAT CIIyXH, YTO OH II03aMMCTBOBaJ 00KeCTBeHHbIH Meu CIIOMaHHOTO
IToTtoka, KoTOpPEIM bUTBa, MAHCH IPOTUB Hac!"



Du Bingxue u it Jlene 6btu B 061aKaX, YTO BRICIINH apTedakT, OHU He MOTJIU IIOHSThH BOOOIIIEe, HO
OHUY TTOHMMaAJIX OFHO, YTO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIN cpaxkarncs ¢ Cakypa 60eBoM XyOOXKHUK ObLT BaXKHBIM
YeJI0BeKOM KHUTalCKOT0 KOPOJIEBCTBA U HE MOT YMEPETE.

"He BONHYyMCS, CECTPA, 3TOT YeJI0BEK TOYHO He YMPET. Pa3Be B poMaHax He TOBOPUTCS, YTO TeHUU
JKUBYT J0ONr0?"

YcnrimaB Heykmoxee yremenue [[10 buniry, [y TIHbCUHD TOPHKO YIBIOHYIACh U IIOKayvasa IoJI0BOM.

"Ila, KaK OH MOT yMepeTh Tak JIeTKO, KOTZla s IyMalo 0 er0 BO3pacTe U ero Cuje, eciiu Okl He 3TO
CYIIECTBO peayibHOCTH, 51 60I0Ch, UTO 51 mOonkKeH Obut Obl ObITh Tereps OH TIaBHBIM repoit poMaHa".

YcnrimaB cimoBa Ly Taubcuus, [y bunuxios u FOu Jlene ctanu eie 6ojlee 3aMHTEPECOBAHEL B TOM,
YTO KUTalCKue MacTepa 00eBBIX MCKYCCTB HUKOT A PaHbIlle HE BCTPEYAHUCH.

Bckope oHU BTpOeM MOAHSIIUCH Ha BepInHy rophl Xand Ckaa u ObUIM MOTPSICEHB], HE TISS.

B xakoii-To MmoMeHT B Xand Knudd MayHTuH Ha caMoM fejie ObIJI0 MHOTO JTIOfeH.

"IloueMy Tak MHOTO ogeu?"

"OHHU BCce y4eHUKHN Moel 60eBOM ceMbH B [[KMHINHT-CUTH, BCE OHU MPUIIIN IIOCMOTPETh Ha AY3JIb
IOBYX BEPXOBHBIX."

1o BunIny OB B IIOKE.

"OHu BCe apTUCThI O0EBHIX UCKYCCTB?"

IIJ:[a! n

I Buniy mocMoTpen Ha Tonmy, a KO Jlene ¢ usymmeHueM mocMoTpesa ApyT APYTY B ra3a.

OHu HUKOTfla He 0XKUJasy, YTO Y MaJIeHbKOr 0 [IKUHIUHTA CIPSIYETCsl CTOJIBKO MacTepoB 00eBhIX
VICKYCCTB.

"MoryT nu BOKPYT HacC CIPSATAThCS U O0EBBIE XYIOKHUKUA?"

MEICIH B UX cepamax OBLTIH B penoKoM eOuHCTBE.

Mexny meicnamu [y BUHYXKY, OHa BOpYT mogyMasa o YxkaH XsHe.



"MoxkeT 51 OH OBITH XyOOXKHUKOM 110 60aM?"

"Tlogoxxmu!"

Cepane Iy buruxy Oumoch, KOrfa OHa SIpPOCTHO BCIIOMMHAJIa HOYb BOCCOEIUHEHU ST KOMHATEI
obmexuTus ¢ Ykan XsHoM, Korfa Uxan X9H ckasan uM, 4yTo 3T0 L TaHbII310Hb YOUI €ro.

"Heyxkemnu 3TOT0 YejioBeKa IeCTBUTENbHO youn Ykan Xou?"

,Hy BbuH4XK103 IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha v TSHLCUHD U OTKDPGEIJIA POT, 3aX0TEB CIIPOCUTH KUMA 3TOTO
KHATalCKOT0 BEICIIIETO CymecCTBa, HO II0 KaKUM-TO IIPHYKXMHaM He CMOI'JIa OTKPBITE POT U UCIIyTraJlaCk.

Ona 6osnack, yTo YkaH X9H, KOTOPHIYA HEXKHO ybI0ascs ed Ha Tla3ax, OBl JeHCTBUTEIbHO CUJIBHBIM
BOMHOM, BEICOKO HaJl OCTAJIbHEIMU.

"4r1o cinyuunocs?"

Ly TsubcuHb yBUAEN, 4To [[10 BUHIITY OTIMYaeTCs: OT OAPYTHUX, ¥ CIPOCHII C 6€CIIOKOWCTBOM.

"Hert... Huuero".

[0 buHXBI0 HEpBHUYATT.

"Hu4ero CTpAIIHOro, eCJIM 3TO MYCTAKH, flaBalTe IOOOUAEM U IIONPUBETCTBYEM UX, 9TO CEMbS
3unbnunar-KoHT, BTOpas o cuiie TONIbKO OJid Hallel ceMbu LIu. Bonbiias ceMbs".

TawMm, roe [0 buHIy BCe ellle ciyIias 9To, BCE, YTO OHa MOTJIa CJIBIIATh - 9TO OGUH I'0JI0C.

"OT0 He momkeH ObITh OH, He [IOJIKEH ObITh, I, HAaBEPHOE, CITUIIKOM MHOTO AyMaro."

Iy BurYXy BAPYT O4YyBCTBOBAJIa, 4YTO BpeMs UAET TaK MEeIJIeHHO, U, IOTEPSAB PACCYAOK U
IIOIIPHUBETCTBOBAB ceMbi0 KoHra 3a Llu TsIHRCUHD, OHA CTOSJIa Ha MeCTe ¥ XKaajia IpuObTus YkaH
X9Ha U ero CEMbH.

[Io mpoiecTBUY HEU3BECTHOI'O BDEMEHU KTO-TO BAPYT 3akpuyast: "llects Meuel BepxoBHEIN 30eCh".

YcnrliaB c1oBa, TOJIMa II0CMOTpesia ¢ 60IbIIMM BOTHEHUEM U YBU[Ie/la CTapUKa, BEIXOMSIIETO U3
MalllMHE y TOJHOXKUS Tophl Xand Ckana. HecMOTps Ha To, UTO ero BHEIUIHUM BUM OB HACTOJIBKO
CTaphHIM, YTO MIPHU B3TJIsAMie HAa HET0 MOXKHO OBIJIO IIOYYBCTBOBATh, UTO OH BOT-BOT BOMIET B I'Po0,
UMITYJIbC, KOTOPBIM pacIBesl Ha ero Teje, ObLI CJIOBHO OH CTOSIJI ITepef BBICOKOM ropoit! BeTo TsXeso
OBIIATh.



"ITOCTOMHBIN BBICIIEH CHUJIbI YEJIOBEK, TONIHKO JaBJIeHKE BO3[yXa 3aTPyAHSAET AbIXaHUe, U OHO TakK
oajexo."

Oy bunmy u 0 Jlene ObIK IIOKMPOBaHbL, OHU AYMaJil, YTO 3TO U3-3a H3MEeHEHUS NaBlIeHUs BO3OyXa,
KOTOpOEe 3aTPYOHSET WX OhIXaHWe, HO OHU He 0XKUIANIM, YTO 9TO M3-3a CTAPUKA Y MOTHOXKUS TOPHL.

"Cectpa, 9710 TOT caMbiu lllectepka Meu LlapctBa Cakyps?"

"A xak xe Cexnus meuedd UepHou JIynel? [Iouemy OH elle He 37eCh?"

IIBO€ MYKYUH CIIPOCUIIH THUXO.

"Botock, camoe BpeMms". He mogxonurte, "lllects Meuelt BepxoBHoro" npubnuxaercs!"

Iy TaHBCUHB OTTAHYJ ABYX XKEHIIWH Ha3al, U BepxosHbil llecTs Meyell y NOOHOXKUS TOPHL Ha
caMoM fejie TIOOHUMAJICS B BO3MYX, €ro0 Iaru ObIJIM MaJleHbKUMU, HO OHU Kak OYATO CXKUMaJK 3eMITIO0,
mepeMelnasich Ha XOpolllee PacCTOsSHUE B MTHOBEHME OKa.

Tonma Ovlna IIOKUPOBaHA IIPU BUTIE.

"Ilectoit BepxoBHEINM Meu elre OLICTPEE, 5T €T0 JaXe He BuOen."

"KaxeTtcs, uto lllects Meueii-Briciuii He Oe3qe/TbHUYAI BCEe 9TH T'OMEI, U €T0 CHJIa PacTeT
IPBIKKaMu".

"OTa OUTBA, ST BUXKY, KaK OHA BUCUT Ha BOJIOCKE".

"TleMCTBATEIIBHO, 1 chablmma, 4To [llects Meuen-Bricimii 103auMCTBOBAJI BOXKECTBEHHBIN
Opyxeiianit Meu Pa36uTtoro [ToToka, KOTOPHIY SBISETCS CTPAIIHLIM JIe3BUEM, CIIOCOOHBIM O0Tpe3aTh
PEeKH, maxe eClid ero fepxkaT B pyKax TpaHchopmanuu."

"ITO CKpallKBaeT ero U OH HapaBHe ¢ CekToil Meueu YepHoii JIyHEL, Tellepb OHU BOBOEM YBUIAT, Ha
YTO CIIOCOOHEI HA caMoM feje'.

[Toka Tonma rosopuia, lllects Meue-Briciuii y:Ke HaCTYIIUII ¥ BCTajl Ha BEPIIUHY ITOIYKPYTON
TOpHL.

OH ckaHMPOBAJ JII0Ael XOIOOHLIMY I'JIa3aMU U He Halnes purypy Yxax XsHa.

"XM, BHI 4TO, KUTalCcKKe 60eBhle XyIOKHUKH, BCe CKUMAIOIIMEeCs Yyepernaxu? 1 mpuexan u3
asponoprta, a YepHasd JIyHa elle He mpuexajna? MoxkeT ObITh, OH OyMaeT, YTo 5 yCTyIaio eMy?"



Ero MHBCKUY Yepemnaiui B3TIsa Ipu3eMuiics Ha [110 BUHYXYy, 1 ero ria3a CMOTPENH, a 3aTEM OH
BOCKIUKHYI: "ECTb T1 B MUPe TaKas KpacuBas XeHIMHa? Hy, Moxoxe, 4TO He 3ps 5 Ipuexal u3
creIranbHON Moe30Ku B KuTalickoe KOpoiIeBCTBO".

"XKeHuuHa, mocsue Toro, Kak g yorio CekTy Meueir YepHoii JIyHBI TBOEM KUTaWCKOM CTPAHBI, TH
Oyneurs moe!"

Ly THBCUHB OBII B IPOCTH OT HOBOCTEH.

"Bailie TpeBOCXOOUTEIBCTBO, TOXKaIylcTa, OyIbTe OCTOPOKHEL B CBOMX CJIOBaX, 3TO CTpaHa Kurasd, a
He Ballla CTpaHa IL[BETEeHUS BULIHU".

[IlecToir BepxoBHBIM Med XxTagHOKPOBHO 3aCMeSIICS.

"Kakas 1mryTka, 3TOT LI3uHbIUHE cCUNIbHEUIINY - TPoCcTO Llu M Cuansk, 0H TOXKe BBHICILUN, HO HE MOS
TOPHOCTh, He HyXKeH 00KeCTBeHHbIH apTedakT, Med MoxkeT... OTpexsb ero".

"BricokOMepHBIN!"

"Heyxenu Bce xkutenu Cakypsl Takue BEHICOKOMepPHEIE?"

Tonma Gbiyla B IPOCTH U LIeJIKasa OPYyT Ha Apyra.

JlegsiHo¥ xonomuelit B3rman lllectoro MeuHoro BepxoBHOTO ITPOH3UIT TOMITY, ¥ OYHTYOLIAS TOJIA
CHOBA CIOXJIA.

OHY HMYEro He MOTIJIU CHejlaTh, OHU MOTJIM TOJIbKO CKJIOHUTH 'OJIOBH Ilepef cTpainHou llecThio
Meuom BepxoBHEBIY U apTedaKTH B €T0 pyKax.

"MarneHbKast eBOYKa, Tl TOXKE HEIIoXas, ToKa He mpuOkita YepHas JIyHa, TH ¥ KpacaBHUIla PSIIOM C
ToOO¥ OyIyT COITPOBOXKAATH MEeHs!"

Pykasa [llectepku ®exToBanbliiKa pa3MaxuBaiy, a B CJIeOyIOIyI0 CEKYHAY OH BHE3aIIHO IOSIBUTICS
psanoM ¢ Ly TaubcuHb 1 [y BuHBIO3, TPOTSIHYB PYKY, YTOOB IPUKOCHYTHCS K MATKOMY nuiry [y
buntios.

Teso mpozkasio OT CTpaxa, a ee KpacuBoe JIMIO0 OBIIo elre Geree.

Osna xoTena COIIPOTUBIIATECHA, HO 06Hapy}KHna, YTO ee TeJIo BOOoOIIe He MOXKEeT OBUTaThCS.

"TIsITHO, HA cCaMOM [iesie, He MacTep 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB, MHe 60JIbllle BCET'0 HPABUTCS TaKas



BOOSIHMCTAs XXeHIIuHa!"

"XKeHiuHa, Kak Tebs1 30ByT, OTBETH MHe!"

It Bunuty cxxuMaia 3yObl B CMEPTEJIbHOM XBaTKe, ee JUII0 ObIJIO MTOTHO OTCTaBKH.

OHa ckasasa cebe B cepflle, YTO He [JOJIKHA CHaBaThHCS, He JOJIKHA CHaBaThCS.

Ee pasym HEOOBICHUMO BCIIOMHUI YILIOKY YKaH X9Ha, TAKOM CIIOKOMHEIN, TaKOM KPaCHBHIH.

"¢ 6ynmy 3ansiTHaHa?"

"TomxHa OblNla morafaThCs, YTO S AOJIXKHA Obllla BCTPeYaThCsl C HUM paHbIlle, 110 KpaiHel Mepe,
JIy4llle OTHaTh er0 eMy, YeM 3TOMY CTapUKYy".

JIVHUSA YUCTHIX CIIe3 CTeKasa GGCKOHTpOHbHO, OCTaBJIIAA IIOTPsACAIOIIE KPACHUBO€E JIMIIO OKYTAHHBIM
CJIOEM OIIYCTOIIEHMI.

[Toka3zas rna3sa, Ly Taascunb npotsanyn pyky llectu Meuyam Supreme u 3aBonui: "Illlects Meueu
Supreme, He 3agupay OPYTUX CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO".

"Kakoe mmpaBo UMeET TaKoi MaJlleHbKUY pe0eHOK, KaK Thl, pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOU?"

"V6upatics otcroma!"

He Bups, kak lllecTb Medeii, BEepXOBHBIY BIAaCTEIMH, HUUETr0 He CHeall, BOIHa BeTpa IOAHAIach U3
BO3OyXa M NnpsAMo nopasusa Ly TAHbCUHb.

Ero pyka, ¢ Opyroii CTOPOHHI, IIPOAOJIZKaJja MPOTATUBaTh PYKY BIepeq 1 cobrupanack JOTPOHYTHCS [0
NuIla A0 BuHYXKy.

"9TO NUII0, 9TO TEJO, IIOUCTHHE JTyulllee Ha 3eMiie, HeOeca He MTOABEAYT MeHs, 3Has, YTO S CIYKUII
TOMY CTapoMy OecCMepPTHOMY, g, HAaKOHEI], fla]l MHe KOMIIeHcaluio. ."

Ho Tak Xe, Kak ero pyka BOT-BOT KOCHeTCs nulia [0 BuHIly, rooc, KOTOPHY Ka3ascs THCAYY JIET
XOJIOIHOTO J1bIa, KaK JeMOH, LenyyIui B 6e30Hy, 3By4as c3afu HeTo.

"4 coBeTyio TeOe OTBECTU PYKY, UHaAUe g YObIo CBOM MyTh B LlapcTBo LiBeTeHus: Buiitiu u ucTpebito
BeCh TBOU KJiaH."



"4, YxkaH X3H, coenar, 4To cKaxy!"
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