II>KOH He MOT OTBECTH B3TJsifa. ETo pa3ym O0TKa3kIBAJICS OXBATHIBATH TO, YTO OH BUMAEJ, OTKA3KIBAJICS
TIOHMMATh 9T0. M Bce XKe 3TH KPOIlleuHkle, CTPAaHHbEIe MaJIeHbKHEe CYIIeCTBa IIPOIOJIKaIN
npubnuKaThcsa K Hemy. OH MOHSIJI, YTO He YYBCTBYET OT HUX HUKAKOM yrpo3bl. OH IOHSATUS He UMeT,
IIOYeMy TaK pelusi, Ho 3Hajl 00 3ToM. OH HUKOT/Ia paHbllle He BUEIl HUUero MmomobHoro, y Hero He
OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH ITOHSATE HX.

"IpakoHsl", - BEIIOXHYT JIopac. Ero ronoc OB HACTOIBKO XPHUIIIIBIM, YTO €T0 eBa MOXKHO ObIII0
pa3obpaTh, ¥ CII0BO 3aKOHYMIJIOCH COABIIEHHBIM KalieM. Ero pyku Kpemnde cxkanu 1mieuu [IxkoHa. Ho
I>KO0H, gaxe He 3aAyMbIBasiCh, BLICBOOOAMIICS U, IPUCEB Ha KOPTOUYKH, IIAaTHYJ K MaJleHbKAM
CyIIeCTBaM.

Campbili 60/IBIION M3 HUX, KPOIIEYHbIM YePHBIM JPAaKOHYMK C OeNIbIMU INATHAMHU, IPHITHY Ha PYKY,
KOTOopyio [I2KOH [aXKe He 3aMeTHII, KaK IPOTSAHYI eMy, ¥ BAPYT [I2KOH ITOYyBCTBOBAJ, KakK KakKoe-To
Yy2K0e 4YBCTBO OMBII0 ero. OH OB Ha3BaJjl 3TO HEKHOCTHIO, ec/iu ObI He 3HaJl, KAKOBO 3TO - 00HMMATh
cBOI0 Jleu-K€eHY ¥ 4YyBCTBOBATh, KaK MX PeOEHOK OBUTAETCS I0J] ee KOxKel. ITo Oblyla HE3KHOCTS.
910 OBIIIO COBCEM [IpyToe Hefo. Toxke CUIbHOE YYBCTBO, HO fipyroe. boree... fukoe. MHCTUHKTUBHOE,
KaK ¥ HEeXKHOCTbh, HO TOJIbKO... He Takoe T1y6okoe. OHO JOCTUTJIO APYTOM YacTH ero CyIlecTBa, TOU
caMoO¥M, KOTopas BIEpPBHIE CKa3ala eMy, 4To [IpakoHui KamMeHb OBIII €ro JOMOM, TOM caMo#, KOTopast
3BaJla ero BHU3 B KaTAaKOMOHI B TEYEeHHE MHOTHX JIET, TOM CaMOM, KOTOpas Bejiejla eMy IIPOIUBATh
CBOIO KPOBb Ha KaMHHU-sIHIIa, OHY OBITM SUIlaMK, Bce Te Hourd. COOCTBEHHUYECTBO. OTH CYIIIeCTBa
IpUHafJIexanyd eMy, ObUIM 4aCThi0 €70 CAaMOT0, HO ¥ OH TOXKe IIpUHajexas uM. Y elfe 4To-To, 4TO
peBeso 1 OyIeBaso Ife-To BHYTPH HETO, YTO-TO, YTO OH He MOT ONKCaTh CJIOBAMU.

OH 103BOJINII OCTAJIbHEIM TPOUM B300paThCs Ha ce0si, yCTPOUTHLCS Ha Ijiedax U MpeArieybsx, a
3aTeM BCTaJl, BCe ellle JepxKa B pyKe 1mepBoro u3 Hux. OH YTKHYJICS B HETO HOCOM, KakK IeHOK UJTN
KOTEHOK, PacClpaBUB KPBIIbsS BIOIb €ro JaJOHH. [I3KOH e[IBa MOT 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s OBIIIATh, HE MOT
BCIIOMHHUTD KaK, Ka3aJIoCh, HE MOT BCIIOMHHUTEL HUYET0, KPOME OTHSI ¥ KPOBH, KOTOPHIMHU OH KOPMMUIJT UX
B TeUeHHEe MHOTHUX JIeT.

Jlopac cHOBa 3aKallJIsICS, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 Kallle/lb IIPO3ByYall INyO0KO U MO-HACTOSIIEeMY
6one3HeHHO. [[3KOH BHIIIET U3 OlleTIEHeHUs Ha OCTATOYHO HOJIr0e BpeMsi, YTOOH B3TJISHYTh Ha
cBoero gpyra. bornbiast yacTh ofgexkabl JIopaca Obinia onaneHa. OH 61 6/1efeH MO KOTIOThIO,
6megHee, yeM [12KOH Korma-mu6o ero Bupmenn. Kaxkabeiid BOOX, KOTOPBIA OH [eJIajl, 3By4asl TSXKeJo, CO
CBUCTOM BHIPHIBASICh U3 €T0 TPyOH. [I2KOH MOHSII, YTO OH MPUAEPKUBAETCS PYKOW 3a CTEHY U faxe
TOTHA efiBa IepKUTCS Ha Horax. OH CHOBA 3aKAalIUISJICS, ¥ U3 YroJIKa ero PTa MOTeKsIa Karisi KPOBH.
B ToT ke Mur padymHas 4acTh Mo3ra [[2KoHa CHOBa 3apaboTana, u oH 6pocusicst o6paTHO K Jlopacy.
I paKkoHHI, CJIOBHO TIOYYBCTBOBAB €T0 HAMEPEHHUS elrle 0 TOr0, KaK OH Hayasl IeHCTBOBATh,
MUTPUPOBAIM B T€ YaCTHU €0 Tela, Iie OHU He Memraau Obr emy. [12koH 06Hs Jlopaca 3a mieyy,
TI03BOJIMJI €My IIPUCIOHUTHCS K 60Ky [I2KOHa, 1 [[2KOH ToIIen Tak 6bICTPO, KaK TOJIbKO Mor. OHHU
MOJI2KHEI OBITM BEPHYTHCS Ha MIOBEPXHOCTH, ¥ 9TO HOJIXKHO OBIIO MPOU30UTH OBICTPO. JIopacy HyXkeH
OvLT MeticTep, u moObICTPee. [I2KOH Jaxke He XOTeJl 3HaTh, YeM OH MHIIIaN 3[IeCh, BHU3Y, YeM OH TOXKe
OBIIIA, HO 3TO He MPUYMHSIIIO eMy 00T paHbIlle U, TI0X0XKe, He TIOBPEeAUT U Ha 3TOT Paa.
Becnoko#CcTBO MyIbCHPOBAJIO B HEM, 3aCTaBJIsAS €r0 COOCTBEHHYIO TPYOb CKUMAThCs. OH 3aCTaBUIl
ce0s mpubaBUTH IIary.

Y Bce ke KaxXAbli 1Iar, Ka3aloch, JIUJICS LeIyl0 BEYHOCTh, a JlIopac TONMBKO CUIbHEE MPUKUMAJICI K
HeMy. Bpemenawmu [I2K0OH HAIIOJIOBUHY HEC €T0, €[Ba yIepXKUBAKILerocs Ha Horax. HecmoTps Ha To,
yTo JI2KOH TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIEN U3 HEOOBIIIOTr0 CKavyka PocTa, JIopac Bce elrle OBIT BEHIIIE €T0 U
OTIpefieIeHHO TsXkKeJlee, HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO CBOIO CTPOMHOCTh. OOpaTHHIM MyTh Ha MIOBEPXHOCTH ellle
HUKOTJa He Ka3aJiCs TaKUM [J0JITUM U TPYOHBIM.

Kaxk Ttonbko KOH IMOYYBCTBOBAII HepBbeI JIETKHUH BETEPOK Ha UX KOXKeE, BTAHYII CBEXMWH, YHACTHH



BO3MYX, OH IT03BOIUJ cebe mepenoxHyTh. OH He ObINT yBepeH, uTo JIopac BooOIe CMOXKET OTABIIIATHCS
10 TOTO, KaK MeicTep 3aKOHYHUT CBOE ejI0, HO ecu [[2KOH JacT eMy IepPebIlIKy, YToOs BCTaTh Ha
HOTHY U TIepPecTaTh TPSICTUCH, BO3MOXKHO, BCce OymeT nyuire. JIuo Jlopaca cTaso nemenbHO-cepriM. OH
BCe ellle Kamuisiy, ¥ [[KOH ITOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero OXBaThIBaeT YyBCTBO BUHHI. OH BOPYT IIO-
HACTOSIIEMY UCIIyTascs. A 4To, eCy C HUM AeNCTBUTEILHO YTO-TO He Tak? A 4To, ecnu Meiictep
Kpeccen He 3HaeT, Kak emy momoub? Eciu Obl [I3K0H He OBITT TaKUM pebeHKOM, YTOOH yberaTh 1
OYyThCS, KOTMa OH AOJIKEH OBbLII 0OCTAaThCS U TPeOOBATh OTBETOB, €C/IM OBl OH cHepzkarn cebs, JIopac He
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI OBl HeoOxoguMocTHu OexXaTh 3a HUM, U OH He BHITJIsIAes Obl Tak, Kak O6yaTo ceryac
CTOUT Ha Iopore aBepu K HeBemomomy.

OnuH U3 OPaKOHOB, MOJIOYHO-0eIbIH, C (HUONIETOBEIMHU MTPOKUIIKAMU Ha Yellye U SIPKO-QHOIeTOBEIMU
r7a3aMu, u3fan 3BYK, IOX0XKHUHM Ha YUPUKAHbE, IIPSIMO eMy B yX0. [[2KOH KPENKOo 3axKMypHUJICS Ha
HECKOJIBKO IOTUX MTHOBEHUM. Y HEro 3akpyxKuiack ronosa. OH He 3HAJI, YTO C 3TUM fAenath. OH He-

Emy HyxkHO Ob17T0 TOMOYE JIopacy. O00 BceM 0CTaJIbHOM OH CMOXKET II00eCIIOKOUTHCS TTO3KeE.
CrucHyB 3yOHI 1 He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha 60Jb B IJIede U CIIMHE, OH CHOBa 00HsI JIopaca u
TIOTAILUJI eT0 BBEPX U BIepen. EMy maxke He IPUIIIOCH AyMaTh 00 9TOM, KOTHa €r0 HOTM CaMH HaIllTd
IIPOXO, KOTOPHIM MPUBEHET ero mPsMo B MoKou Jlopga. OH IPOTHUCHYIICS BHYTPD U ITOIOKUIT
IPaKOHOB Ha CBOIO KpoBaTh. OH pa3bepeTcs ¢ HUMU mo3xke. "OCTaHbTECh 3[eCh", - CKa3aJsl OH, caM He
3Has [T0YeMy, HO ITIOYEMY-TO OH OB IIOYTH YBEPEH, UTO OHM YCJIBIIIAN €T0 M HaMepPEeHHI
MIOOYUHUTHCS, I1I0 KpalHell Mepe ceilydac.

3aTeM OH HalpaBUJICA K ABepH, npoTamun Jlopaca yepe3 CBOU IOKOU U BHIIIEN B KOPUAOP, TUHKOM
3axXJIONHYB 3a co00l IBepb. OXpaHHUK, CTOSIBIINY Y €r0 IBePU, B3APOTHYII U TOBEPHYJICSA K HUM, HO
3aTeM, Ka3aJjioch, HOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIO OIL[eHUT CUTyaluio, 4To0k B3sATh JIopaca 3a CBOOOLIHYI0 PYKY U
noMo4b [[3KOHY HoOpaThCs IO IOKOEB MelcTepa.

[>KOH I'POMKO ITOCTy4aJl, KakK TOJIbKO OBEPh OKa3ajlach B Ipefenax focsaraeMoctd. OH Bce CTyda u
CTy4aJl, HO HUKaK He MOT B35Th Ce0s B PyKH, YTOOBI IIPSIMO celyac yTPyXKaaTh cebs 100e3HOCTIMHU.
Y Hero nepexBatuso ropino. Ero ceobonnas pyka gpoxasna. CI0BHO KakKas-TO 4acCTh €To0 Tejla
Habmlofasna 3a IPOUCXOASIIIM U3BHE, OH BUMIEN CBOe COOCTBEHHOE N3HEMOXKEHUe, BUMell, KaK BCe
BOKDPYT TPO3UT 3aXJIECTHYTh €ro. BhII0 TPyIHO HOPMaIbHO [bIIIATS.

Meiictep KpecceHn HakOHEL OTKPHII OBEPD, U pa3apaxkeHre Ha ero JIUIe TYT Ke CMEeHHUIIOCh
0eCIIoOKOMCTBOM, KOTIa OH YBUAEJ OTKPBIBIIYIOCS Ilepel HUM KapTuHy. "Bxonute, Bxogute", -
IpuKasas oH, OBICTPO MPOIMYyCcKas UX B KOMHATY [ 60nbHEIX. [[2KOH U TBapfeel moioxunu Jlopaca
Ha KpoBaTh, ¥ BHe3allHO [[JKOH efiBa yoepzkaicsa Ha Horax. OH omycTuics B OuzKaliiiee Kpeco.
KoMHuaTa, Ka3ai10Ch, 3aKpyKHUIach BOKPYT HETO.

"TTo30BUTE MOIO KEHY", - CKa3an OH rBapAeuiy. "[Toxanyrcra".

Y TonbKo KoTrfa raappeel], ObICTPO KUBHYB I'OJIOBOM, yOanuics, [[2KOH MOHSJ, YTO eMy TOXe
cnepoBarno crnpocuts Jlenu Onerny. OHa ToXe xoTesa Obl OBITE 3ech. A Jlopac HaBepHsSKa 3aX04eT
ee IpuUCyTCTBUA. HO TOorma, BO3MOXKHO, OH I103Bajl Maprepu He u3-3a Jlopaca, He TOJIbKO U3-3a HETO.

CoBceM.

"Munopg", - ckazan MeiicTep, IpoBeAs HECKOJIBKO MUHYT 3a 0CMOTPOM JIopaca, KOTOPHIH, I10-
BUOVMOMY, 3aCHY/. Mnu Obisl B 6€CCO3HATEIFHOM COCTOSIHUM. [I7KOH HaflesJICsl, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIh
coH. "He mornu OBl BHI paccKa3aTh MHE, YTO CIIy4YusI0ch ¢ JIopmom Jlopacom?"

J2K0H r1y00KO B3[IOXHYJI, IIBITASCh B35ATh Ce0s1 B PyKH, COOpPAThCA C MBIC/IAMHU. ['Ie-To B rinyOuHe
MyIIX OH He MOT He 3afaThCs BOIPOCOM, 3Hau u 06 3ToM Kpeccen. Hert, oH He MOr 3TOro 3Harth,



ecnu gaxke BeHIXKeH y3Han TOJIbKO 4T0. He MOT OH OBITh eQUHCTBEHHBIM KTO 3TOT0 He 3Hal. OH
CYHOOPOKHO CTNIOTHYN. A uTo, ecnu Jlopac 3Han? UTo, eClIM UMEHHO ITO3TOMY OH TTOCTIEN0Basl 3a HUM?
OH OTOTHAM 3Ty MBIC/Tb TPOoYb. Kak OB eMy HUM XOTEJI0Ch He IIPU3HABATLCS B 3TOM, OH ITPEKPACHO
TIOHKMMaJI, 94To Jlopac mocienyeT 3a HUM Ky[a YTOIHO, TOIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO CUMTAET, YTO [IKOH
HyXmaeTcs B HeM. 3HaeT i1 06 aToM Maprepu? OH cHOBa crioTHyJ. Ha 9ToT pa3s Owio 601bHO. U
B00OI11e, 4TO 3TO OB1IO? [la ¥ YTO TYT OBUIO 3HATH? OH MOT OCJIBIIIIATHCS, MOT HETIPABUIIBHO TTOHSTh.

B ero cmanpHe ObUIH OPaKOHEI. OH He oyMall, 4TO 3TO OBITIO YTO-TO, YTO OH MOT HEeIIPpAaBUIIBHO IIOHATH.

"Munopn?" HacrauBan Meiictep KpecceH, HeBOIbHO BRITaCKKUBas [I2KOHA U3 TOTO MECTA, T'Ile eT0
CcOOCTBEHHBIN pa3yM yrpozxkal 3aTSAHYTb €eT0 B CBOM IIYYKHHI.

"MBI CITyCTUITUCH B KATAaKOMORI", - BhIlaBu [I2k0H. ET0 ropso cagHuio 1 00J1eso, ¥ OH 3Hall, YTO ero
TOJIOC BRIXOOUT 00Jiee XPUIIILIM, YeM 00BIYHO, C OOJNIBIIMM aKIIeHTOM, YeM 00buHO. Ho 3T0 OBINIO HE
TO, 4TO Myuno Jlopaca. 3To Ovl10 MPoCTo... bory, Kak ke oH ycTasn! OH Tak ycTall, ¥ YTO-TO BHYTPHU
Hero 0071e710, KaK OTKpbITasl paHa. "BHU3Y, B 1aBOBHIX TyHHENAX. B camoit [Tactu [IpakoHa, s mymaro.
A notowm Jlopac 3akalligaics,u eMy CTajo TPYAHO OblaTh. [10 Mepe TOro KakK MBI BO3BpalllajuCh Ha
II0BEPXHOCTD, BCE€ CTAHOBUJIOCH TOJIBKO Xy2Ke. BOJIbIIy10 YaCTh IIyTH MHE IPULJIOCH TAlllUTh €ro Ha
cobe. OH B3T/ISIHY/ Ha CBOETO IIypHUHA, HA €ro IeleIbHOoe JIUI0 U 02KOTH Ha pyKax U nuile. [I3KoH
maxe He OB yBepeH, Korfa U Kak oH ux noimyuni. Y Boru, ecnu 6b1 [I3KOH TOJIBKO cooOpazkar
OBICTpee, CpearupoBal yxke Torga, Koraa Jlopac BIepBrle Havas KaunaTs. Uy 06epHyIcs, Korga
BIIEPBBIE MOHAI, 4TO Jlopac ciefyeT 3a HAM, XOTS TaM, BHU3Y, OH He MOT AbllaTh... OH OTOTHAJ 9TU
MBICTTH TTPOYb. [la, oH OvLI IITyT, GeclieyeH U OYeHb IJI0X0M APYT, HO Teleph eMy HUYero He
0CTaBaJIoCh [ejlaTh, KpOMe KaK MOJIUThCS, YTOOH JIopac IMoCKopee IPOCHYIICS, U U3BUHUTHCS.

Meiictep KpecceH nepeBomui B3TJIsf C OGHOT0 co0eceHUKA Ha OPYroro, u BUM y Hero 0w 6osee
yeM pacTepsHHbIH. "M BB 3allIM Tak ke Iy60Ko, Kak ¥ oH?" CIIPOCHUII OH.

"Ia", - nogTBepaun [IxkoH. ['my6:Ke, HO He ObIIO IPUYUH HEe YMOJTYaTh 00 3TOM.

Meiictep Kpeccen xxecToM yKa3al Ha OpPYT'yI0 KpOBaTh B KOMHATE, LOJITO OrJigAbiBas [[2K0Ha C HOT [0
TOJIOBHI, CJIOBHO IIBITASICh PA3TJIAeTh er0 IOYTH CTOPEBIIYIO ONEeXAY U caxy Ha Koxe. "JI0XKUCH,
Masnb4uK", - IpUKa3ajl OH, TOPOIJINBO HANPaBMIASACh K IKady B YLy, Toe, Kak [I2KOH 3HaJI 10 OIIHITY,
XPaHUJIMCh €T0 Ma3u U OTBAPHI.

"¢l B nomHOM mopsapgke", - ckasan [IKOH.

Metictep Kpeccen ¢uipkHym: "Ecnu Bbl 3HaeTe, 4TO [AJIg BaC XOPOILO, TO JIOXKUTECH CaMH, ITI0Ka He
IIpUMeT Ballla XXeHa, U 5 IOIPOIIy ee ChoelaTh 3T0", - CKa3asl OH.

I>KOH ITOMOPIIUJICS U JieT. Brlso OBl HEIIJI0X0 HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTb, XOTSI OH U 3HaJl, 4TO He 0oJieH.
Kpowme Toro, yHuKanbHasi cMech pe3Koi 6paHu 1 HexkHoi 3a60Tel Maprepu Onlia 6osee
OEeVCTBEHHOM, yeM io0ble MPUKa3kbl, KOTOPhEIe eMy Korga-nubo oTHaBas KTo-mubo apyroi. OH MOT ObI
3TO MPU3HATH, ¥ cHea OBl 3TO C PafOCThI0. ITO ObINIA ellle OJHA U3 TEX Yepb, KOTOPhIe OHA He
Havasia MpOosIBNIATH 0 TOTO, KaK OHU CcTanu OnuXKe, ¥ KakK TakoBasl oHa Oblila eMy IOpora, faXke ecliu
eMy He HpaBHUJIOCh, KOTHa 9TO IIPOUCXOTHUIIO.

Meiictep KpecceHn cHOBa Iepecek KOMHATY, OIIPOKMHYJI B rOpJio JIopacy my3slpeK ¢ KaKuM-TO
BEI[eCTBOM U MPUHSJICS HaMa3blBaTh Ma3bi0 BUAUMEIE Ha KOXKE PaHHI.

IIBepb OTKPHITIACh, ¥ Maprepu BOIIJIa BHYTPb, ¥ Kak Obl [I3KOH HU OBIT paf ee BUETh, YaCTh er0 TOXKe
WCITBITEIBAJIa TPEBOTY. EMy HpaBUJIOCh, KOTIa HaJl HUM CYETUIIUCh, KaK OBl eMy HU ObIIIO HETIPUSTHO
3TO IpU3HaBaTh. Jlegu KeUTUNIMH ymocyKunach cienaTh 3TO IUIIb OgHaXAw. Y ero Jlopga-otna



penko ObLI0 Ha 3TO BpeMsi. [leiicu Oblyla He U3 TeX, KTO CYeTUTCS U3-3a KOT0-TO, Jaxke 13-3a
coOcTBeHHOTO pebeHKa, a nsanu [IKoHa ObIIN CKOpee U3 TeX, KTO XJIONAI0T ero 110 IJievy UK OBICTPO
KpEeIKo 0OHUMAaIOT, KOTla 9TO COBEPIIEHHO HEOOXOAUMO, a 3aTeM OCTaBIIIOT €0 Ha IPOU3BOJI
cymbOBl. OTO OBINIAa He Ta CyeTa, KOTOpPOU oH Oosincs. 3To Ovino... OH BTSAHYN ee OpaTa B OMACHYIO
cutyanuio, 6e3gymHuo u 6ecreyHo. Y ecnu oHa gymana, 4To [IKOH ToxKe ObIJT B OACHOCTH, TO OH yXKe
TIPECTABIISAN, KaK er0 OTYUTHIBAIOT 3@ PUCK KUIHBIO.

CHauana Hayajach CyeTa, ¥ OH I0O3BOIMI cebe paccinabuThcs, MO3BoNUII cebe 3a0BITh O TOM, YTO 3@
3THM IIOCTIENYeT, ¥ TIOTPY3UJICS B ee TUXUU B3[[0X U TO, KaK ee MaJjieHbKasl, CUJIbHasd pyKa riaguia
€ero BonocHl. Ellle oflHa BOJTHA YCTaJIOCTH 3aXJleCcTHYyNa ero. CIIOBHO M3[aieKa OH yCJIbIIal, KakK OHa
pasroBapuBaeT ¢ KpecceHoM, KOTOPHIY Bce elrle OblT 3aHAT padoToi Hax JlopacoM. OH IMOYyBCTBOBAT,
KaK MOKpas TPSIKa BHITHPAET Caxy C ero Jinila ¥ rpyau. I1ocslmancs elne oouH B370X, HO [[2KOH
yKe KPemnkKo crar.
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