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3BYK KOJIOKOJIOB 3XOM PA3HOCHIJICA II0 BCEMY OBOpPIY.

— HimmepaTop BepHYyJcs! — ConmaThl TPOMKO 3aKpU4aliy U CUJIbHO 3a0apabaHuiim.

HeoxumaHHO g YCIIBIIIalia I‘pOMKHI:I mIyM, TaKOH Xe FpOMKI/IfI, KaK 1 3TOT.

910 OBIN 3BYK CKauymux Jyiomazeii. OH OB B IEPBHIX Psiflax KOHHBIX phillapei. Momomgo# MmnepaTop
Vimnepuu Bepona, MMmnepatop Bactran. Mot Gpart, yiienumi Ha BOWHY BEpHYJICS ¢ nobemoi. Emiée
[I0 TOTO KaK OH BOCCeJl Ha TPOoH, bacTuaH mpuBen 3Ty UMIiepuio K MHOTOYKCIIEHHBIM 1T06emaM.

Kak TonbKo 51 yBUAesa Ul FMiMmepaTopa, BCce BO IBOPIIE XOPOM Hadajy KPUdaTh:

— Bame Benuuectso!

— Ila 3gpaBcTByeT MMnepus BepoHa!

BEINT NUIIL OOUH YEJIOBEK, KOTOpBIfI CTOSAJI B YI'JIy B IIOJIHOM OOJMHOYECTBE C MPAYHBIM BhEIPAKE€HUEM
nuiia. ¥ 3TuM 4enoBeKOM SBIISIOCH . Tenepb s Ha Iar O01mMxe K CBOeH CMEpPTH.

— Ilpunnecca Knapa, pa3se Bl He CYACTJIUBLI? — CIIyXKaHKa CTOgBIIas PAOoM, IOCMOTpesia Ha MeHs
¥ 3apaja BOIpOC.

q KHWBHYIIA el B OTBET C MTOJIaBI€HHBIM BEIpazKE€HHEM JIUIa.

— 4 papa.

«Jla yx, Oymelib TyT PafoBaThLCS.»

Moé aKTépCKOG MaCTepPCTBO, OCTABJIAJIO 2K€JIaTh JIYUIIEro.

«TBI HEUCTBUTEIILHO IIPUBES3 €T0 C COOO0H?»

Ha maHHEBEI MOMEHT 3TO ObIJIO €IMHCTBEHHEIM, UTO MEHS BOJTHOBAJIO. BepHysics mu Mol 6paT BMecCTe C
HUM... 51 B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha BacTuaHa ¢ CepbE3HBIM JIULIOM.



‘Iepe3 HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsdA, BOUHEI, YTO CTOSAIIN 3a Bactuanom OTCTYIIUJIX U PA30IIJIMCh B PAa3HEIE
CTOPOHEI. W B 3TOT MOMEHT 4 YBHUEJIA €T0.

«YEpPT, TH IEHUCTBUTEILHO ITPUTAIIUIT €T0.»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOorfia 51 yBUf€Ja ero, MOU Tjla3a ObICTpo 3aberanu. OTo ObLT MOJIONOM YeNIOBEK,
KPEIKO CBSI3aHHBIM BEPEBKOU. 71 CKIIOHMIIA FOJIOBY, TaK KaK HEe paCCMOTpeJia ero JIuiia OOJIXKHBIM
obpa3oM. Ero pyku Oblyid CBSI3aHBI 3@ CIIMHOM, a Ha HOrax Oblyla KOPOTKad 1ielb. BrIo TpymHO
pacmo3HaTh ero eCTECTBEHHBIN IIBET BOJIOC, IOTOMY UTO C HUX CTeKasa rycras KpoBb. Ofexpa,
KOTOpas Korfaa-To OblJla aKKypaTHOM, Takxke Oblla M30[paHa MedaMu. Bce B3T/gabl ObLIM IPUKOBAHBI
K 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY.

— Bamre BenmnyecTBOM, KTO 3TO? — CIIPOCUJI OOUH U3 €r0 CIIYT.

MHe He HyXKHO OBIIIO HUKaKUX 00BbsCHEHUM, Ka3al0oCh, 51 yXKe 3Hajla KTO 3TO, HO BCE XKe...
[Toxanyicra, CKaXuTe MHE, 4TO 9TO He OH!

Bactuan orBeTHN XdPaKTEPHEIM €My BEICOKOMEDPHBIM TOHOM:

— AX, BHI IIPO HEro? 3TO MOM IIJIEHHUK, IPUHI] [laHUSIb.

9T0 OBLI HE TOT BOIIPOC, 0 KOTOPOM HYKHO OBIII0 O€CIIOKOUTHCS. bacTaH CXBaTUII MOJIOOTO
yeJioBeKa 3a MoA00pPOI0K, YTOOH BCE MOTJIU BUIETH €T0 Nuil0. CTaly CIIBIIIHEL 3BYKU TSIXKEI0
OBIIIAIIX XKEHITWH, BKII0OYas U Ty TOPHUYHYIO, YTO CTOSIIA PAAOM CO MHOU. OH OB 0UeHb KPaCus,
IaXke MOXKHO CKa3aTb ITpekpaceH. ETo ry0sl pacTsIHy/IHUCh B CTPpaHHOM u3rube, 6ynTo ero u3buiu, HO
JIUIIO BCE ellé OBITI0 HeTPOHYTHIM. [lake 4eHbl apUCTOKPATHYECKUX ceMeil 00paTuiIu Ha Hero CBoé
BHHMaHUeE.

«Het!» — 3akpuyana s mpo cebs. — «51 0TKa3hIBAOCh OT TAKOM CYObOBI»

[TomoOHO HabmMIOmEeHWIO 3a 00€3bSTHKOM B 300IapKe, MBOPSIHE C OONBIIMM MHTEPECOM Pa3TIsIbIBaIM C
HOT [0 TOJIOBBI MOJIOIOTO YeIoBeKa. bacTraH, KOTOPHIN CJIe3 C JIOIIAAN, MeIJIeHHO MPUOIU3HUICS K
HEMY.

Ero ronyOble rnasa ¢ yCTalbIM B3TJIAOM CMOTPeI OYATO B IIyCTOTY.

HHTEpecHO, 0 4éM OH nyMaeT? B moboM ciydae, oH 61aromnonyyHo c6eXkuT 0TCIofa, IIOTOMY YTO OH
TJIaBHHIM Tepoii B 9TOM poMaHe. B OyayieM 3TOT 4eloBeK 3axBaTUT 9Ty Mmmnepuio. Moé Oymyliee
oTpeneneHHO OymeT MpayHbIM.

«Hy nouemy g monxkHa ObITH UM ofjepxkuMa...? [IogeMy 5 cecTpa rjIaBHOTO 37I0f€s...?» — UMEHHO C
TaKMMU MBICJISIMU 5 IOFHSJIa CBOXO T'OJIOBY BBEDX.



X X

Vi3HauanbHO s Oblia 22-1eTHel 00BYHOM CTYOeHTKOM YHUBEpCUTeTa. & OTIpaBiisiia OeCsITKU
pe3ioMe, YTOOHI TOIY4YUTh paboTy, KOTOPYIO 5 TaK XOTeJa, ¥ IOC/ie HECKOIbKUX HEYauHBIX MTOILITOK,
s, HAKOHEI], TIoTlajia B KOMIIaHUIO, B KOTOPYIO CTPeMUIach. ITO ObI MOMEHT, KOT[Ia YCHJIKS IIPOLIIIOTO
HaKOHeIl manu o cebe 3HaTh. Ho MO€ NMMKOBaHUE [JINIOCH HEOITO.

— 4 momXkHa MOAETUTCSA 3TOU HOBOCTBIO C MOUMU I[py3b5{MI/I! — HUMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT A Ha3Ha4MJla
BCTpe4Yy C HUMHU, HO HEOXKHNIAHHO OCTAHOBHUIIACh Ha IIyTH.

— Aaaax!!!

B TOT XKe meHs, MeHsI HacMepTh cOua MaluHa... M Korga s CHOBa OTKpPBIIA I'J1a3a, S CTajla yke
IpyTuM demoBekoM. [Touemy s ymepsa?! ITo ObII0 HECTIPABEIJIMBO U TaK MyTallo, YTO S He MOTJIa
HEKOTOPOE BPeMs IPHBECTH CBOYM MBICITH B ITOPSIOK. HO YUTO 3aCTaBUI0 MEHS MOYYBCTBOBATE CEOS
eIlé yKacCHeH, 9TO TO, YTO s IOHSJIA, YTO IoIaja B POMaH.

Knapa Benacko, ona Gvl1a MypaBbheéM, KOTOPHIM YIIOMIUHAETCS TOJIBKO OfKH Pa3, KakK pUHIlecca
Bepontl, B poMaHe «AfipraHa» ¥ OHa BCET/a MOAepKKUBaa IIPUHIIA, BOT e g U CTasa.

BresanHo s crana npuHieccou. [Ipuniiecca Knapa, He uMena ce6e paBHBIX 10 OPUTHHATBHOMY
poMaHy, HO 4YTO fieJlaTh C TEM, UTO OHA CeCcTpa TupaHa? UTo 3aMeyaTebHOTO B TOM, 4YTO e
IOoCTasach POJIb BCIIOMOTATENILHOTO ITePCOHAaKa, KOTOPHIM axke He MOHOeT Oo KOHIa poMaHa? YTo
On1m0 OBl ecniu Obl bacTuaH, He cOoenan Ovl 3TOTO... OBIIO OB CEMYAC Ta JKe CUTyallus, YTO U B
OpUTHHAIBHOM poMaHe? [ToueMy s He MOT'y He mymMaTb 06 3TOM?

ITaHma1b, TIABHLIN Trepoil «AmpuaHbl», ABasIcS npuHneM MMnepun Hepxa. OH TakXke SBISETCS
OIHUM U3 TPEX OpaTtheB. [Toka MMmepaTop nexai B IOoCTeNu 13-3a 6071e3HY, HAaCIeOHbIN ITPHHII
Oepét Ha ce0s1 KOMaHOOBaHKe M OTChUTaeT [laHuasa Ha GpoHT. U BacTuaH, KOTOPHIN pelnaeTcs
3axBaTUTh MMmepuio, moxuinaet [aHusss. 9To Oblla CUTyalusi, KOTopas He HoJKHa Oblia
npou3onTy. KaxkeTcs, y IpuHIla He ObLJIO 3aIuTH MIepun.

ITO UMEHHO TO MECTO, ITle BaM MOXKET YI'POXKaThk Bpar B moboe BpeMs. Heoxumanuo bactuan
T'DOMKO 06paTI/IJ'[CH B CTOPOHY IaHuamd.

«YEpPT ¥ 9TOT YEJIOBEK MOW OpaT?»

Korga s BoccTaHOBHIIa CBOIO ITaMATh, 5 HCIIyTraJiaCk.

— Hy BoT mouemy THI Takoy IIynuii? f BoBce He TUpaH. Eciu Obl He TBOE KpacUBOe JINYUKO, TO S OB
He IpuBE3 TeOs ciofga. U g He 6010Ch BO3Me3qusl UMIEPaTOPCKOM CEMbH.

ITocne monroro Mmom4daHus, [JaHNSIb KaXXeTCSI XOTe BO3pPa3uTh, HO OH TOJIBKO (bepKHy'J'I.



— Tol geliCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, 4To 5 0010Ch MecTu TBoel Mmnepuu? Kak ke BooOIIe MOXKHO
cpaBHUTH Beponckywo Mmneputo ¢ 500-netHeir Mmnepueir Hepxa?

Brnarogaps BacTtraHy, KOTOPHIY CllelMaai3upoBasICs Ha BoMHe, TeppuTopusi MIepuu 0CTOSHHO
pacCIIMpsIIach.

Ko Bcemy ocransHoMy BacTuaH pemus no6aBuTh: «3TO HEBO3MOXKHO»

HWMeHHO 3TH C/I0Ba U CIIPOBOITMPOBAJIXA IIPHHIIA. Bupumo, bactuan KOTOpBIIZ CaM U CIIPpOBOIIXPOBAII
€ro, He 3HaJI 00 3TOM.

[TepBas clieHa U3 poMaHa «AgpuaHa» — 3TO ObIJT MOMEHT, Korfa J[laHuaib cOexkan u3 BepoHHI.

Ho BEI cITpocUTE Kak Ke eMy yOoanoch n3bexkaTb KPOBOIPOJIUTHS B OOUHOYKY? IT0 Obls10 Graromapst
oMoy Kapsl.

OHa ormyumumia phillapei, OXpaHSIomux [JaHuaIs, ¥ BHIIYCTUIIa ero. YBUOEB NIpHHIIa, IPUHIIECCA C
IIepBOT0 B3TJIsAMa OTHala eMy CBo€ cepate. OcnenneHHas 1000Bbi0, OHA BhiOpasna [JaHuasa BMECTO
CBOETO CTaplero 6para.

— IToxany#icTa, BOCIIONIB3YUTECh ITUM KHUHKAJIOM, — B35IB KMHKAJl B PyKH, [laHN3Ib yOUBaEeT CBOUX
BparoB u cOeraet B cBow0 MMmmneputo. CrycTst HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OH BHOBb BO3BPAIIAETCS, Ha6kI
3abpaTh Knapy, Ho, y3HaB, 4TO OHa OblJla Ka3HEHa 3a U3MeHY POoAuHe, OH yOuBaeT bacTuaHa.

OTUM MIPHUHII TaKXkKe MOIHSII CBOIO MO3UITUIO KAaK repoi, KOTOPHIK mo0eaus TupaHa. M 4To ke mocye
3TOTO ciy4daeTcs ¢ BepoHoii? B opurruHase 66110 KpaTKO CKa3aHO, YTO IIOCJIE TOTEPH CBOETO
VimmepaTopa, BCE€ OBII0 B OOJIBIIION CyMaToXe.

IaHuaIb ¢ caMOro Hayasia He X0Tell UCKyllaTh IpuHIiieccy. Ho uMeHHO u3-3a aToro Mmnepus BepoHa
packosojachk Ha TpU YacTu. bactuan HU4ero He 3Hasn 06 3ToM. M1 *MEHHO B TOT MOMEHT [[aHU3JIb U
pelaeTcs ero youTh.

— HeyxTo0, THI coOupaeribcsi yoUTh MeHsI? — 3afajl BOIPoC bacTuaH, yXMBIISIOUEMYCS TTPUHILY.

Ha 4to [JaHu3Ib OTBETHUII C Y/ILIOKOW OO CaMBIX VIIEH:

— Jla g Tak ¥ MOCTYILIIO.

)%k

— Tak 3T0 4TO, 1 €CTh Ballle OTHOIIIEHUS K apHUCTOKpaTaM?



OTO IPOMU30IIIO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTHIa 51 CMOTpesia Ha bacTuaHa ¢ 3aCTHBIIUM JUIIOM. bacTran
I'POMKO KPUKHYJI B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— Kmnapa!

— ITa? — s melCTBUTENIBHO YOUBUIIACh. MHE Ka3aj0Ch, UTO 5 He Obllla BOBJIEYEHA B 3TOT PAa3roBOp, HO
OH BC€ XKe II03BaJl MEH4.

— OcraBs npuHIa cebe, nyckai OymeT TBOUM CIIyTOM.

Temeps 51 3HA0, KaK OpUTHHAJIbHAS IPHUHIIECCA U3 POMaHa, CMOTJIa TakK OJIM3K0 IPUOIU3UTHCS K
ITaHusmIIO.

«THI Begb CaM ero KO MHe OACTaBUII, BepHo?»

4 xuBHYyIa.

— Jla, KaK BHI TI0KeJlaeTe, — HO KaK TOJILKO 51 OTBETHU/A, bacTuaHy, TOT cpa3y XKe HaxMypUJICs.

— Heyxenu?

A mouyemy OBl U HET?

[TepBHIM mesIoM 51 BCIIOMHIJIA CBOO IPOIIIYIO XK1u3Hb. Korga 6ynyuu B Tene Knapsl, s BRITyIuBaa
co0auKy.

Bepso.

4 He Hacrosmas Knapa, a COBepIIEHHO APYToi YeoBeK. B oTiuune 0T MeHsi, KOTOpast OTBETHUIIA
OBICTPO ¥ C JONKHEIM yBaxkeHueM, Kiiapa maxe He MOTJIa 3aTOBOPUTDL C HUM, IIOTOMY 4YTO 00s71ach
ero.

— OpHako... Tel caMa BHfena, Kak 5 youBas Halux OpaTheB, Kak Ke Thl MeHs He OOUIILCA?

4 Morya moIHOCTHIO MOHATH YyBCTBa Kitapsl. OHa BeIXKMIIA TOIBKO G1aromapsi ToMy, 4To Oblyia
IIPUHIIECCOU, HO TaKxKe BceM Oblila U3BeCTHA UCTOPHUS O TOM, Kak bacTuaHn youn cBoux 6paTheB, HO
[aXke TaK OHA HUYEro He MOIJla eMy CKa3arTh.

4 cHOBa OTBeTHIIa Ha ero BOIIPOC:



— 4 He 6010CH Bac.

— Heyxenu? — ¢ He6ombIINM UHTEPECOM CKa3an bacTuaH.

— HmMeHHO Tak.

— 4 pap, uTo Mory moBepsATh Tebe, BIipenb Oyay yaensaTh Tebe Oombllle BHUMaHUs, — bacTuan
IbSIBOJTbCKY YITRIOHYIICS.

Pa3Be Takue cinosa HY2KHO 'OBOPHUTE 9EJIOBEKY, O KOTOPOM TEL 3a00THIIbCS...?

X X X

Celiyac s HaxogusIach B KOMHaTe psagoM ¢ MMmnepaTopoM.

U sTa KOMHaTa NprHaaIexkana He KOMy HHOMY, Kak bactuany.

4 XoTena Kak MOXKHO 6I:>ICTpee BCTPETUTLCSA C IIPUHIEM JIMYHO.

— Tebe Bemb He HYKHO Ky[la-TO UATH BePHO? — PABHOAYIIHO crpocui bacTuaH.

Huuero Begpb He JOJIKHO MPOU30UTH... OHM BCE pPaBHO OYAYT CIEOUTD 3@ IIPUHIIEM, ITI03TOMY 5T MOT'Y
OJHUM TJIa3KOM B3TJIIHYThH Ha HETO.

— Ecnu TH YBUOUIIIBL YTO-TO IIOOO3PUTEIJIEHOE, may MHe 3HaTh, — CKa3aa bactuaHs.

Yeprt, mai MHe coenaTh 3T0. bacTuaH OelCTBUTEIbLHO TUPAH.

— Ila, mPOCTO OCTaBbTE 3TO Ha MEHSI, — IIOCJIE MOUX CJI0B, bacTraH CHOBA TOCMOTPET Ha MEHS
IOIO3PUTEIILHEIM B3TJISIAOM. ¢ HEJIOBKO YIBIOHYIACh.

TsKeno 3aMeTUTh, U3MEHUIOCH JTM BhIPaXKeHHUS NTUIa YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM IPSIMO ceildac CUMEN B
39TOM KOMHATeE.

CnaBa 6ory, oH HU4ero He 3amomo3pui. Korma bactuan MaxHys pyKoit B MOIO CTOPOHY, S
IIOYYyBCTBOBaJia HeKOe o0neryenue. Beob 3To 3HAYUT, YTO ST HAKOHEI-TO MOTY BCTPETUTCS C
[aHU371eM TULIOM K JIULY.

B crnemke s mokuHysa gBopel bacTiaHa ¥ BEpHYIach B CBOU. PHIIIaph 0XpaHsa KOMHATY, KOTOpast
Obly1a pAmoM C MOeH. 4 ciblliana, 4To UM OBIIO IPUKa3aHo fAepkKaTh [laHu3Is B3alepTH, I00YeperHo



CMEHSISI OPYT OpyTa. f mMOmpuBETCTBOBA/A €r0 M BCTaJla Iepe HUM.

Heponro gymas s ckasana:

— Mory nu g ceryac BOUTH Tyma?

— IIa, BXO[IMTE, — Cpa3y Xke I0CJe 3TUX CJIOB, PHIIaphb OTKPHII MHE OBEPD.

3arnsiHyB B KOMHATY, g YBU[eJla TJIaBHOTO Teposi MyKCKOT0 T10J1a, KOTOPHIN Jaxe He 3aMeTH/l MeHs.
OH Bce emé cBsi3aH?! OT0 OblJIa MajieHbKast KOMHATa B KOTOPOY HAXOAUJIACh BCETO JIUIIH OfHA
KPOBaTh.

IlaHMAIIb JIe3Kaj Ha CBOeW KpoBaTu. Bepépka OblIa IJIOTHO MPHBsi3aHa K er0 BepXHEH YacTH Tea.

Kak onm ¢ HUM obpamaiTcsa?! g 0CTOpOoKHO IOAOIIIa K IPUHITY, TEM CaMbIM CUIbHO YIUBUB €TO0.

— 3apacTByii, IpUHL [1aHUIIb.

[IpuHIT MEOIEHHO 3aTrOBOPUIT:

— Bel... mpuHIiecca Kiapa Bemnacko.

AX, OH CKa3aJsl Tak, CJIOBHO IIOMHHUJT MOE uMs. [IpHHII Iexkan CKpy4YeHHHIH, 6yaTo y Hero 60sblle He
ocTaBasioch cui. CrioBHO OBl TOBOPS: " AX, BBRITAIIM MEHS OTCIOfIA, " — XOTs, II0-MOEMY, OH U XOTeJl
3TOTr'0 HOOUTHCH.

— He mornu OB BB, TOZKaIyHCTa, MOJOUTH U Pa3Bg3aTh MEHS? — OH IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3 U IIOILIEBEIIUT
CBSI3aHHOU PYKOH.

— g7

— [Ia, prIlJapy He OTIYCTAT MEHS, II03TOMY MHe HY2KHa IIOMOIIb IIPUHIIECCHI.

— BaMm HyXkHa MOS TTIOMOIIb?

¢ He 3HaJIa, CMOT'Y JIX g Pa3Bg3aTh €ro, HO MOAOIUIa K HeMy, fabkl moMoub. Ho Korpma s mopgotina
OnuxKe, 1 TOYyBCTBOBAJa ce0s1 cCTpaHHO. KpacuBhIl MyKuMHa NIpHBSI3aH K KpoBaTh. Kak aTo
BBITJISIAIUT CO CTOPOHHI? $1 TOCMOTpEsia Ha HeTro C CePbE3HBIM JIUI[OM.

B TOT MOMEHTHI, KOT/Ia 5 MOAOIIIa K HEMY BIJIOTHYIO, OH ITOMIHSIJT T'OJIOBY.



— [Ipunnecca. IToxanyicTa, IOMOTUTE MHE.

Ero rna3a ObUIM BITa2KHBEIMU U OH BBITJISIAEN KalKuM. Korma s yBumesna 3To, TO B MOEM CEpZIle YTO-TO
€KHYJIO, ero rja3a, KOTophle ObUIM 00pallleHkl B MOIO CTOPOHY, CTaIu CJIOBHO Y peOEHKa.

— Iloxkany#icTa, — OH CKa3aJjl 3TO CTPAHHLIM I'0JIOCOM. A ero [bixaHue ObLIO IPEePHIBUCTHIM. f
IIPOTJIOTHJIA CIIIOHY KOTOPasl CJIOBHO KOM, CTOSTIa Y MEHS B TOpIIe.

— Y10 MHe gejaTh?

)%k

Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €Ilé He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pegakTUpyeTCs
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