"He 3Ha0, HaX0XKYCh JI S B JIOBYIIKe MK HET. Ho ompenenéHHo siCHO OOHO - HY2KHO yY3HATh, KakK
3mech, YEPT BO3bBMH, OUYTHUIIACH U Y2Ke OT 3TOT0 OTTAJIKUBATHCS!"

4 momeiTanach BCTaTh C KPOBaTH, Nabbl pa3y3HaTh, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. KakK BOPYT 3aKphITas ABEPh
pacmaxHynach, ¥ KTO-TO BOLIET.

— Yo 3TO0 OBLT 3@ 3BYK, rocrnoxa? — cupocusna Imunusi. OHa Oblyla HIHEMN, TPUOBIBIIEN CO MHOM U3
HWmIepaTopcKoro gBopiia.

— OMunuL... — OpaXkKEHHO BRIIOXHYA .

"Kak oHa 3mech 0Ka3anack? Begb IMu abCOMIOTHO TOYHO Oblyla MepTBal"

Korpa 51 y3HaJia 0 BCIIBIXHYBIIEM BOCCTaHUU, TO OBLIO YK€ MO3IHO. MHE IIPUXOAUIIOCH CUJIOH
npobuBaThCs B VIMIlepaTopcKuii ABOPEL, a IMUINS, MONBITABIINCH 3aLIUTUTh MEeHS, TOTU0Ia OT PYK
0e3BIMSHHOTO PHIIaps... B To BpeMs g fyMajia JIMIIL O TOM, YTO OOJIKHA OBITh psimoM ¢ JIpoucoMm,
II09TOMY He yCIiesla laXe KakK CJieflyeT OIljlaKaTh €€ CMepTh.

"He 3Halo B yeM IpUYKHA, HO AyMalo, YTO IMU TaKXKe, KaK U S BEpHYyJach K kKu3Hu. Cnasa bory!"

4 Marko ynelOHyIach eil. BHe3anHo B riaszax OMUIKY D0SBUIOCH OecniokorcTBo. OHa mopgbexarna
KO MHE CO CKOPOCTBIO CBETa, a 3aTeM, IOCMOTPEB Ha MOE JINIIO, CIIPOCHUIIA:

— Jlemgu! YTo 3a CMHSKM Ha BalleM Juie?!

Eé PYKHU HE HaXOOUIIN cebe MecTa, TPACACH BO3JIe MO€ET0 JINIIA.

— AX... 9TO...

CKopee BCEr0 3TOT CJIEM OCTAJICS OT TOTO, YTO 5T HEJABHO fana cebe TIOMIeYnHY, ITbITAsACh IIOHATH
COH 11 3TO0. KOHEeYHO, 3T0 He TaK CUIBHO 6p00&6‘TC5{ B I'JIa3a, HO THEB OMU YZXKe OOCTHUT CBOETO IINKa 1
€ro HeBO3MOXKHO OBITI0O OCTAHOBUTh.

— KT0 mocMmern coenath TakKoe ¢ MOl IOCIIoZKOom?!

— Her, 970 51... — Havana roBOPUTh JUKH, KaK BOPYT OLICTPO MpPUKYCcuia ryoy.

"Her... 5 He MOT'Y paccka3aTth el 0 CBoeii mpobiemMe, TOTOMY 4YTO 9Ty CUTYaIMIO caMa ke TOJIKOM
IIOHATH II0Ka He B CUJIax."

— A? B cMEICTIe... IEOU, HO TI0YeMy... MOXKeT... — 3aMKach Hayasla HAHS.



4 xoTena o0ObSICHUTHCS, HO HE yCiiejla HU49€ero CKa3dTh, TdK KaK 3aMeTHuJjia, 4TO OMUNUI
octonbenesna. OHa CMOTpPe€EJIa Ha MEH, XU U3 €€ I'lla3 TEKJIN CJIEe3HI.

4 Ovlna ynuBneHa ee cime3aM. [loueMy XKe OHa Tak BHE3allHO 3alljlakana?

"TIpexkme, yeM IIakaTh, gajna 6bl X0Th 00bsAcHUTECS! CaMa cebe YTO-TO HAIPUAYMBIBala, a
IIOTOM IjiayerT."

Mou rnasa IMAPOKO PACKPEITUACE OT YOUBIIEHUA, 1 5 IIOIIBITAJIaCh YCIIOKOUTDH 9MH, HO ee cJIe3H U He
OyMaJii OCTaHABJIMBATLECA.

— IomXKHO OBITH, TOCIIOXKA, TOTPSICEHKE TI0CIIe 0TKa3a OT IePBOM HOYM OBIJIO BEJIMKO... aX, MOS
OenHas nemgu! — elllé mylre pa3pbigaiiach OHa.

"Jlemu? KaxeTcs, B rllazax DMUIIUK S BCE eIIé MOJIofast TOCIoXKa... — Yas0asch ogyMara
OeByllIKa. — Ho momoxpauTe... 4TO OHa MMeJia B BUAY IIOJ «OTKa30M OT IIEPBOX HOYU»? DTO UCTOPUS,
KOTOPYIO {1 CJIblllIajia MHOT'O pa3, HO OTKypha..."

BHe3amHo BOCIIOMUHAHUSA HaKPHBIJIX MEHS C TOJIOBOH.

"9Tu cnosa...d cnbimana ux yxe. Ho Kkorga 3To 05110?"

B mpomioM OMuIKs TOBOpUiIa Toxe camoe. OHa TOYHO TaKXKe MPHUIIIa B MOI KOMHATY IIOCJIe
TIePBOM HOUM M CKas3aJla TO XKe, YTO U ceHdac.

— Ho 3T0 He uMeeT HUKAKOT0 CMEIIA... — BCJIYX Ha4aJla PaCCy2KOaTh 4.

— Koneuno! Kak Takoe MOXeT UMETh CMBICII?!

IOMUNUs IIpHUIIia B APOCTh, YCIBIIIAB MOHX CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE HEBOJILHO BEIPBAJIMCH U3 MOHUX YCT.

Her, g He ©MeJa B BUY, UTO Xepec, MCUEe3HYBIINH B HAIlly TePBYI0 OpayHyI0 HOYb, HE UMEEeT
HUKAKOro cMbIciia. Ho 9Ta cuTyanus npou3solwia 5 jieT Ha3an!

— Jlemu, Ballla KpacoTa HACTONIBKO OCJIEIIMTeNbHA, YTO faxke MMIepaTop, CYMTAIOUINHA BCEX TI0IeH
Ha 3eMJie MypaBbsMu, 3a00THIICS O BaC TaK, CJIOBHO CMOTPHUT B HEGO*...

I1/m: TYT IIOOPA3yMEBAETCA, YTO OH CMOTPHUT HAd HE€ C YBaXKEHUEM «CHU3Y BBEPX», XOTA Ha BCEX
OCTAJIBHBIX «CBEPXY BHU3»



— Tak moyeMy e BBl PEIINIIN BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a 3TOT0 MTOJI0OHKA?! — He YHUMaJach XKeHIIUHA.

SMUus CI0BHO IIpUYHUTallda O TEX JOCAAHBIX YyYBCTBAX, YTO ObLIH Y MEH{ Ha OyIre.

"Ho, 9Mu, 9T0 He Tak. HeT, 3T0 mpaBma, uyTo Mo 6paT 3a6oTutcs 060 MHe. Ho 3T0 He moToMy, 4T
oH 000 MHe TaKOT0 MHEHHs... Eciti 6paT 9TO YCIIBIIINT, TO OH BECh AyX U3 HeE BHIOLET."

E€ 3asBneHue CUIbHO IIpEyBEJIN4Y€EHO. TakuMu cl10BaMM OHa MOIMLITaIach BEIPA3HUTH al"peCCI/IBHbII;I
XapakTep JIptouca, a Xepeca o0o03Basa «momoHKoM». Ho, K MOEMYy COXKaJIEeHHUIO, moCada OMunuu Ha
9TOM HE€ 3aKOHYHUJIACh.

— V HSIHU TOPUT cephlle YEPHBIM IIJTaMeHEM OT PaCCTPOMCTBA, TOCIoXKa! — ropopuna IMUIUSI B 3-eM
nutie. — OH - njoxas napTus A 6paka! Bemb ecTh KOpoNK U3 OPYTHX CTPaH, ¥ €CTh IPUHIIH 3a
MopsiMu. Ho BEI OTBEPT/IM UX, ¥ BRIOpasu 3TOT0 "KxMm"!

OMunIMu Cc caMoro Havasa He HpaBuics Xepec. OHa cyuTasa, YTO OH UIIET BLIrOy B 6pake co
MHOH. [T03TOMy BCSIKUY pa3, Cibllllajza, KaK OHa Ha3bIBaeT ero «IOAOHOK», I HauuHaa 3JIUThCS.

Ho BciomHuB MHUHYBIIXE OHHU, 51 HEBOJIBHO YJ'IBI6HYJ'[8CB.

OMunus Nuillb BhICKa3aja CBOM YyBCTBa, HO Oriarofaps ey s IpUMepHO IIOHSJIa, YTO celdac
ITPOUCXOTUT.

Ha camowm fmere s He BeIKKIa. [I0x0xXKe, s yMepiia ¥ BEepHY/ach B MIPOILUIOE HA MSTh JIET. A 3HAYWT,
y MeHs MOSIBUTIACh BO3MOXKHOCTb OTOMCTHTh!

Ecmu Bcé IIPABUJIBHO IIOHSJIA, TO HGOGXOI[I/IMO Y3HAThb TOYHHIHN IOEHb, B KOTOpBIﬁ S BEPHYJIACh. U
IIEPBLEIM OEeJIOM HY2KHO IIOHATH B KaKoH CUTyalluu 4 cenyac HaXO0XYChb.

"HeoOxomumo mpoBepuTh!"

— OMH, Kakoy CerogHs OeHb?

— B cMrpICTe KaKoii eHb?! ITO IepBLIY JeHb Balllero 3aMyzKeCTBa 3a HeyAauHUKOM T'epI[0oTOM
Xepecom!

HsiHsI BOCITO/Tb30BaIaCh MOMEHTOM, YTOOR CHOBA OCKOPOHUTE €ro. YBUIEB, KaK e€ X035HUKy OpoCHIu
OJIHY, €€ pacnupaia 3yo0a.

"Kak g u gymarna..."



9T0 OBII TOT CaMBIX OeHb. f OblNla He YBepeHa, HO BCe XKe...

"He 3Halo, KTO ¥ [JI 4€ro Jaja MHE 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTH, HO {1 IyMaJla, YTO eCJIA JaeTCs TaKOU LIaHC,
TO He Jy4lle U OblJI0 IepeMeCTUTh BO BpeMeHa [I0 cBagbObl. B HEKOTOPOM CTeleHU S HaflesJIoch Ha
3T0."

4 O6rina Bo3MmylleHa. Ecnu BB cOOMpaNuch BEPHYTh MEHS B IIPOIIUIOE, TO II0UEMY He OTIIPABUIIU B TO
BpeMsi, KOTfia s elré He OblJla 3aMyXKeM.

"Hy nouemy umMeHHO ceidac! [laxe BepHYBIIUCS..."

— Kaxk oH MOT 0CTaBUTh BaC B OMUHOYECTBE. 1 BCe ellle pa3mpazxkeHa 0 CKpexeTa 3y00B.

Pa3rHeBaHHAas IMUIKS IPOK/IMHANIa Xepeca, CIIOBHO Kycajla ¥ pa3KeBhIBajla ero IIoTh. M3-3a eé
THEBHHIX peUYeH, s He MOTJIa IPUBECTH MBICTIH B TIOPSIIOK.

MHe noHamoOUTCSI BpeMeHs HaeuHe, 4TOOb BCE XOPOIIeHbKO 00ymMaTh. 4 mpoliyia 4yepes
MHOKECTBO UCIIBITAHUM, ¥ y2Ke MHOTO Yero 3Halo.

— 9MH, IPOCTH, HO S X0UY ITOOLITh HEMHOTO OJHA.

— Kak ckaxwute, rocmoxa. A 6}7)1}7 Yy ABepH, €CJIk BaM 4YTO-TO HOH&I[OﬁI/ITCH, IIO30BUTE MEHSI.

Pa3mpaxkeHHas XXeHIIHHA BHIIIa U3 KOMHATH ¥, HAKOHEII, ST 0CTaJach OgHA.

OiinuH nonpoboBaia IPUBECTH MEICTIU B TOPSIOK:

"WTak, ceryac mpoires poBHO 1 meHb co mHs cBambOu ¢ XepecoM. Pa3BopaynBaIuCh BCe T XKe
COOBITHSI, YTO U B IIPOIIIOM, XM... Mos mepBasi O6pavyHasi HOYb IIPOIIA eIé MATh JIeT Ha3am. Ho aTo
JIUIIb 718 MEeHS, B PeaJibHOCTU 9Ta CUTyalus Obljia TOJIBKO BUepa."

[Tocne cBageOHOI IlepeMOHUY, TIOKA 5 XKJIaja ero B KOMHAaTe IJIs HOBOOPAYHBIX, YYBCTBOBAIa, Kak
MOE cepille pa3phiBaeTcs oT OypHBIX paHTa3ui U oxXumaHus Oynyiied KU3HU MOJIOJOXKEH.
Omnako Xepec, IPUIIEAIINN B KOMHATY HOBOOPAYHHIX, laXKe He B3TJISHYI Ha MEeHSI HU pa3y, U IPOCTO
CUOeN U IUJI B TOPOOM ofuHOo4YecTBe. CIyCTs BpeMsi, BHe3aIIHO PA303J/IMBILKCH, OH YIIIes U O0JIbIle He
BO3BpAIIajCs.

9T0T 6pakK ObIT 3aKITI0YEH UCKTIOYUTEIBHO 110 MOel puxoTy. OH He XOTeJ 3TOT0, HO CHAJICS IO
naBineHueM MMmepaTopa. Xepec OblI n3BECTHHIM 6aOHUKOM, a 3TOT Opak [y Hero OBIJI, CJIOBHO €0
npopasny nobuMoii cectpe MMnepatopa-TupaHa. BelIo TOHATHO, YTO €My 3TO He II0 JyIIe.



3Has BCE 3TO, s BCE pAaBHO HACTOsI/Ia HA 3TOM Opake. HeBakHO KaKUM CII0COOOM KEHUB €T0 Ha
cebe, 51 BepUyIa, 4TO IOCJIe CBAObOBI BCe M3MEHUThCS. Bepuna, uto ecnu 6yny 3a60TUTLCS 0 HEM U
XKOATh €T0, TO OH IPUMET MOM YyBCTBA.

[1/p: Hy BOT U npuyuHa Bcex e€ Oen. CaMa BuHOBaTa. Ha KOi 4€pT ero Hafio ObIJIO 3aCTaBIATH?
MozxkeT y Hero Bo3mo0neHHas Obina, KTo 3HaeT! babHuK 6aOHUKY PO3HB!

BoT Tak ¥ moxeHunuck. Mul ¢ XepecoM JOJIKHE OBIIM IIPOKUTE BCIO XKU3HB BMECTe. f myMaina, 4To
BpeMs Ha Moel cTopoHe. [I03ToMy He X0Tella 3aTOHSTh eT0 K Kpaio 0OphIBa C IIepPBOT0 XKe THS.
4 yremana ero Kak Mora.

— EcTh MHOTO BeIrei, KOTOpEIe ST MOryia OBl CIeaTh [IJIs Bac reprior.

A B OTBET NUIIb TUIIIKHA U HaJIMeHHBII;I B3TJIA[.

4 XoTesna OTIIAaTUTL EMY 3a TO, UTO OH XKEHUJICS Ha MHe. [IbTanach MokKas3aTh, YTO €CTh ¥ YTO-TO
xopoiree oT 6paka co MHOU. 1 Hafesnach, YTO OH MPUMET MeHS X0Ts ObI HEMHOTO.

TeM He MeHee, Xepec HHUYero He TOBOPHUII. 9TO CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe Goree Ppa3gpazxKarIlnuM.

— IMoxarnyiicTa, CKaxXuTe MHE BCE, UTO XOTUTe. YTO CUOUT I'TyO0KO B 3aKpoMax Bameit gymu. 4 Bcé
npuMy!

Bo3MoxkHO, B pe3yibTaTe 4 CKa3dja TO, 4Yero He CJIIeOBaJio OBLITO TOBOPHUTE. PYKI/I, JIe2KaBIIIKE Ha
KOJIEHSX, eJle IBUTA/IUCh, S Koyebasack Kakoe-To BpeMd, HO 006pana MY2KeCTBO U IIPpOMU3HeCIa:

— Wnade roBopsi... Bel [omKHEL 006513aTEIHO BEPHYTHCS KO MHE!

Y Xepeca ObII0 BEIpazkeHue uila, 6yATO OH He TOHSAT, 0 4eM 5. [I03ToMy MHe IIPUIIIOCh
IIOBTOPHUTD. 1 yBepeHHa, UTO TOTAa y MeHs OblJI0 MCKPeHHee JIUIIO.

— 4 xouy OBITH ITOCTIEAHUM MECTOM, KyJa BEl BEPHETECH, HOPOTOM.

— M-M, xopouro. Torpma s MOT'Y IIPOCTO YUTH, ¥ BEPHYTLCS YTPOM...

Be3myurHo mpou3Hecs 3TH CI0Ba, Xepec MBUHYIICS K IBepH, KaK BAPYT OCTAHOBHUIICS:



— BHI, HaBepHOE, YCTaJIk, I'OCII0OZXKa, JIYy4Ille OTOHOXHUTE.

Ero mocnepaue cioBa ObLIH TaCKOBEIMU. OH ITOJI0XKHUIT MEHS Ha KpPOBaATh U HATAHYII OEAJIO0 110
CaMyIO I'pyb. B to BpeMs Halllkd B3rJIAObI BCTPETUIIMCE, 1 €T0 I'JIa3a BHITJIANEIIN TaKUMU HE2KHEBEIMU,
4YTO MHE II0OKA3aJIOCh, YTO OH IT€epeayMaeT U JIAXKET PAOOM CO MHOH.

Ho Xepec ymen u3 KOMHATH, ¥ BCI0O HOUb He BO3Bpallaics.

ITocre 9TOTO BCE 5 JIET OH HUKOTIA He MPUXOOUI KO MHE HOYBIO, a s Ijlava, XKaaja ero. OH
BO3BpAIIajICs IOMOM pa3 B IeHb, OYATO COepKKUBas HaHHOE obellaHKue, HO COBCeM HeHamoro. B
TIePBHIM Pa3 OH BEPHYJICS YTPOM, a Ha CJIEOYIOIIHH IeHb OH IT0Ka3aJl CBOe JIUIIO JIWIID K YKUHY U TYT
xKe ymesn. Tem He MeHee, S BCerfa Xjaa ero.

OOHapexkuBaloIast BCTpeya, KOTopasi, Ka3aioch, MOATBEePXKIalia, YTO Ml BCE XKe elré ObITA MyXKeM
U JKEHOH, TPOXCXOXIIa TOJIBKO TOTMa, KOT[a OH X/JIagHOKPOBHO IIPUBETCTBOBA/I MEHS, TOBOPS:

— 4 BepHyIICA.

"Bce B mopsinke. Co BpeMeHeM Bce OyneT xopo1uo." — obHafgéxuBana ceds 5.

Iaxxe 3Has BCe 3TO, 5 XKMOalla, YTO OJHAXKIE OH 00EPHETCS MMOCMOTPETh Ha MeHs. Pagu HEro s
cTapaach OeaTh BCe, YTO B MOUX CHJIAX, ¥ [axKe IIPHBeJIa B IOPSOOK ero JOM.

['epriorcTBo Xepeca 1110 KO IHY. BU3HEC ero oTiia MoTepIes KpaxX, a repLuoruHs Oba
6e3yMHO pacTouuTeNnbHOU. [Tocne cBagbOBl ¢ XepecoM, 51 B3sifia Ha Ce0s IOTH ero CeMbH,
naO®l TOAmepKaTh ero. A Takxe CBsi3ajla UMIIEPaTOPCKuM 6u3Hec Moero OpaTa u 6u3Hec Xepaca.

Y mocre Bcero 3Toro, OH, UCIIOIB3Ys 3Ty CUIy, yous Mmoero 6para, MmnepaTopa JIbtouca. IIpsiMo y
MeHS Ha riasax!
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