"CerogHs s ympy..."

M3-3a cOOCTBEHHOT0 BHIOOPA U TJIYIIOTO YIPSIMCTBA. BCE 3TO MpOM3011II0 110 MOel BHHE, HO KaKoH
CMBICJI COKaJIeTh O TOM, Yero yKe He U3MEHUThH?

"4 6ria goueprio MmmnepaTtopa. M Morya mony4uTh BCe, UTO TOIBKO 3aX0Tesia Ok, HO HUYEro He
MOTJ1a CHeaTh 110 CBoeMy coOCTBeHHOMY keflanuto. Ho BpeMs He BeuHO. M B HOKa3aTeNbCTBO 3TOT0
Moii 6pat u umnepartop JIpiouc, yMmep ucTeKas KPOBblO, y MeHs Ha pykax."
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- Ax, HeT... - BEIIOXHYJIa AEBYIIKA, 3aCTHIB Ha MECTe M3-3a OTKPHIBIIET0Cs Iepes Hel yKaCHOT0
3penuiia.

4 mpubbiyia B UMIIepaTOPCKUI JBOpeEI B oucKax JIbionca, HO OBUIO yKe MO3AHO... Mo 6paT 651
IIPOTKHYT HAaCKBO3b Me4oM Xepeca.

C Oe3yMHOH yIbIOKOM, OH CMOTpE Ha JIeKaBIEro Ha IOoJIy yMupariiero MMmeparopa.

<Kamn-gamn>

KpOBB Karaja c JIbrouca; OH, Jep2Kall TO MeCToO, rage OBLTT BOH3EH Mey.

- O... 9TO He IIpaBMa... 3TOTO He MOXKeT OLITh! - He Bepsl CBOMM Tjla3aM IIpolIernTana 5.

C GONBIINM TPYIOM MHE yIaJoCh COBUHYTHCS C MECTa, ¥ 5 mopolia. C KaxkKgeIM IIIarOM MOE TeJjio
BCE Gostbliie ¥ OOJIBIIE MPOKA0, HO BCE XKe, 5 MIPOMOJIKMIIa UATH BIepen. [Tpoiass MUMO CTOSIIErO
HETIOABUKHO, CJIOBHO CTaTys, Xepeca, s moubexkana K JIbIOUCY, HO ero ria3a OblId yKe 3aKPHITHL.

- Bame BenuyectBo! Bame Benudectso... Baie... Benuuectso. [Ipomty, oTKpoiTe ria3a! Ymonso...
OpaT, OTKPOIi r1a3a... - HCTOIIHBIN KPUK BHIPBAJICS U3 MOEH I'PYOH.

HeB03MOKHO OBITH CITOKOWHOM, B CTOJIb CTPAIITHEIM MOMEHT XHU3HHU. Y3HaB, 4TO JIBIOWC B
OTIACHOCTH, 5 MaXKe He ITOMHI0, KaK MHOTO pa3 Iafiaja 110 JOpore Ciofa, CKOIbKO Iperpaj
mpeomonesna. BecTs 9TOT myTh ciofia, s Ovlna He B ceOe. [lyMasna TOJTBKO O TOM, UTO MHE HYKHO
npuOBITH CIOMA KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, MO3TOMY CMOTpesla TOJIbKO Biepen. M Korga s 0Ka3anach 3[ech,
MOH BOJIOCHI OBITIM PACTPEIaHEl, a Ogexkaa pa3opBaHa ¥ UCIaYKaHa.

Ho 3T0 BCE OBIJIO HEBaxXHO. Moero OpaTa, eIMHCTBEHHOI'0, KTO BCerma OB Ha MOEW CTOPOHE, PBAJIO
KpoBbI0. [TpsiMO ITepen MOMMM T'Jla3aMU OH YMHUpAJ, a S He MOTjla HU4ero caesaTh.



BI[pyT, IIOYTHU 3aKPHIThIE BEKU JIpiouca 3a0P0ZXKaJIi U Ha MTHOBEHNE IMIMPOKO OTKPEIIIUCE. Ero rnaza
CMOTPEJIX IIPSAMO Ha MEHS.

- Bame BenuuecTBo... - BRIJOXHYTIA 1, TOfi0€KaB K HEMY ¥ CEB PSIAOM TaK, YTOOH OH MOT BUMIETh
MEHSI, U3JIUIITHE He HaIlpSrasch.

Ero Beku cHOBa 3afipoxkanu. C TPyIOM OTKPHIB I'Jla3a, OH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha MEeHS IPUCTAJIbHBIM
B3TJIsimOM. Ka3amoch, 4TO eMy eCcTh, 4TO CKa3aTh. Ho Cl10Ba JaBanucCh TSKEIO0, TO3TOMY pedb Oblla
Hepa30opuuBOi. 4 coCcpemoTOYnIach, YTOOH He IIPOIYCTUTh HU €AWHOTO €T0 CJIOBA.

- THI... KaK THI 3[ECh... - TIOYTH OECIITYMHO TPOU3HEC OH.

Ho 3akoHYUTh IpensioxkeHre JIbI0UC yKe He CMOT: KakK TOJIBKO OH OTKPBLI POT, U3 HETO XJILIHYIa
KPOBB.

- KpoBb... 3-3T0 KpoBb! - B3BU3THYIA 5, B UCITyTe OTIPSIHYB OT OpaTa.

Ona OpBI3HYJIA MHE B JIMIIO0, TaK KakK s HAaKJIOHUIACh 0YeHb OnMu3Ko K nmuiy JIstouca. [Tpuns B cebs,
s1 TIOTIRITAJIAaCh BEITEPETh POT OpaTa, HO YyeM 6OJIblile s 3TO [eJiana, TeM 00JIbllle KPOBH JIMJIOCh: BCE
MOU PYKH yKe ObLIM B HEH.

- Bame BennuecTBo... KPOBb... KPOBb HE OCTAHABIIUBAETCH... OHA... 1 HE yMalo, YTO CMOTY
OCTaHOBUTH!

- Ocra... KX... KX... HOBUCb... - IIpOIIeITan OH, 3aAbIXasiCh, XBaTasd MEHA 3a PYKY.

bil YXKe He KOHTPOJIMPOBAJIa cebs1, Ka3asochk, 1 obeccuiena U He MOTJla IBUTAThCH.

"KaxeTcs, 1 9yBCTBOBaJia, KakK TEPSIO PACCYHOK, S eOBa MOTY OCTaBaThCs B CBOEM yMe!"

Ocnabnu He TONMBKO MOM PyKHU. ToXKe camMoe IPOUCXOOUIIO U ¢ nuioM JIbiouca. d 6yaro
OBl ITOTEPSINIach B IPOCTPAHCTBE.

- [Toxanyiicra, mOTepIu HEMHOTO... f Kak-ToO... - He YyHUManach 4.

- OTO He TOMOXKET, - 37I0PAHO 3aMeTHI YOuIia.

B MOMeHT, Korfa 1 0TYasHHO IbITaJach MOTOBOPUTE C JIptoncoM, Xepec mpepBai MeHs.

JIptouc mepeBe B3TJIAL ¢ MeHs Ha Xepeca. B oTnuune oT MeHs, cupeBlIed Ha 1oy, gabsl JIbioucy
ymo6Hee OBIII0O CMOTPETDH, Xapec BCe Tak Ke CTOSJI BO3Jie Hac, TTIAAs C BricoKa. Kaxkercs, 6paTy Obl10



TSI2KeJI0 CMOTPETh Ha Hero, ¥ OH HaxMypuics. Ho MHe GbIJTO BCE paBHO, s IPO0JIKajla CMOTPETh
nuiTh Ha JIprowca, He 3aMedast HUKOro 6osbie. Bygro 651 B 9TOM MUpPe CYIIECTBYEM TOIBKO MBI
BIBOEM.

- Mecro, roe moru6HeT MnepaTop, Oymydu THPAHOM B TeUEHUE MTOCITIETHUX HECKOIbKUX JIeT
- UMIIEPATOPCKHUY mBopel. Pa3Be He Gbio Gb GoNlee MPUCKOPOHO YMEPETh OT PYK Hapofa, KOTOPHIEe
1103Ke MPUOYAYT CIOfa, YTO CKaXKelb? - XJIaJHOKPOBHO MTPOMOJIZKAI CBOIO TUPAAy Xepec.

Ha camowMm perne ero cioBa Oblu BepHHL. Benpb JIbiouc 1 BIipaBAy He OBITT XOPOIIUM IIpaBUTeNEM. B
3TOT MOMEHT, 6paT IoCMOTpesl Ha Xepeca U 37100HO IIPOLIUIIENT:

- Bce xe...

B sTOT MOMEHT Yy 6paTa OBIIIO Tropaoe n HEIPUHY2KAEHHOE JIAIIO, ITI0 KOTOPOMY HUKAK HEJIb34 OBIIIO
CKa3adTh, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK UCTEKAET KPOBEIO. JIptouC OOHST 6p0BI/I.

- Tol MHe He HPaBUIILCS, - C OMEP3EHUEM IIPOMIOIKHUIT TOT.

Ha mutie JIbionca mosiBUJIach yabI0Ka, O3HaYaBIIasi, YTO OH NEUCTBUTEIbHO HEHABUAUT €T0.

- Munas cecTpa... IOMHHUIIb BeIb, UTO S CKa3as Tebe Torma? Ecnu TH BEIAENIH 3aMyXK 3@ 3TOTO...
TapHs, TO 00513aTENbHO I0XKaJjeellb 00 3TOM.

- IIpocTu... MHe o4eHb XKab... { CoBepIuIa OMWKOKY... TPEKPAaTH... - BCXJIUIIbIBAJIA 5, KUBas Ha BCE,
YTO rOBOPHUII JIbIOUC.

4 xoTena XO0Tb HEMHOTO OCTaHOBUTh KPOBb, HO TaK U HE CMOTI'Jla HUYEro CaeiaTh, KpoMe KakK
IIPOOOJIZKUTE JINTH CIIE3HL.

Ho 6pat He mepecTaBasl TOBOPUTh, X KaXKIHIN Pa3, OTKPHIBas POT, OH U3BEPTasl Bce GOJIbIIe KPOBHU.
HecMoTps Ha 3TO0, OH NPOMIOJIZKAJ TOBOPUTE, UCIIOIB3Ysl BCE CBOU MOCJIEHUE CUJIEL

JIptouc HUCCTYIIJIEHHO II03BaJI MEHA I10 UMEHH:

- OUNHUH...

4 Kpemnko cxBaTHIa ero 3a PyKy 4 IloKadasa rojaoBoi. OH HaKPHLUI MOIO JIalOHb CBOEN
XOJIOOHOU PYKOM.



- BpaTeu;... IIPOCTHU MEHA...

- Ho He xkame# 06 3ToM. IT0 OBIIT MO¥ BEIOOD.

OTu mocyeNHMe CJI0Ba OH Mpou3Hec 6e3 3amuHKU. Ho 51 moHMMaJa, YTO OHY OB CKa3aHHI JIUIIIb
[I7IsI TOTO, YTOORI YCIIOKOUTh MEHSI, YTOOHI 5T He BUHMIIA cebs B ero cMepTH. ITocye Toro, Kak JIbouc
TIPOM3HEC WX, er0 TOJI0Ba yIaja Ha 6OK.

"Her... 3TOr0 HEe MOXKeT OBITL!"

KpoBb mepecTasna nUThCS, U JIblouc 60JIble He JBUTAJICS.

¢ TpOTSHYTIa CBOIO APOKAIIYIO PYKY ¥ KPEIKO IMpuxkKaia K cebe X0JIomHy0 pyKy 6paTa. 1 BCé Xe,
3TO MeHs He yCIIOKous0. Ha BCSIKMIA CIy4al 5 IOJI0KMIIA Tajel] Mo Hoc JIbouca.

IrIxaHMe He YYBCTBOBaIOCh. Mot 6paT Gosnblie He abimain. OH Goblile He MIEBETUICS, CIOBHO GBI
B YMUPOTBOPEHUH. & HE MOTJIa B 3TO IIOBEPHUTH.

[Touemy ke Torga morofa Tak xopoia cerogus?! Hebo 6e300/mayHo, faxe BeTep He [yeT, YTOOH He
maTh MHe IIaHca 00pecTH HagexXay.

- Bame Benuuectso! IToxanyicTa... IpoIIy, OTKPONTe ria3a. f Oblia He mpaBa. A monkHa Oblyia BO
BCEM CIIyIIaThCS MOero crapiiero 6pata!

¢ Kpuyasa u30 BCeX CHJI ¥ TOBOPHUJIA, YTO HE CMOT'Y IIPUHSTEL €r0 CMEPTh, HO JIbiouc 6osbine He
oTBeyas... Bocctanue Xepeca IpoIUIO YCIELIHO.

- Oii, XKEHyIIKa.

4 oTmanéHHO ycbllIana rojioc, IOX0XKUHM Ha 9X0, 30BYIIUN MeHs, HO OH He JOCTUT MOUX VIIed, Kak
OynTo s Oblyia BO YTO-TO MOTPyKeHa. BCcE Ka3amoch TaKUM HepeasbHbIM. EQUHCTBEHHOM
Belllbl0, CTUMYJIMPOBABIIEN MOU KJIeTKU K KU3HU celdac - MPUCyTCTBUE JIbIouca.

- Bame BenuuectBo. Het, Mot 6pat. Temeps s 6yny cayinath Teb6s. [loaToMy, moxKanyicTa, BCTaBak.
Tel He U3 TeX, KTO MaféT Tak JIeTKO...

¢ He MOorJia OTIYCTUTD €r0 IPOCTO Tak. Temeps s AepxKy Oe3mbIXaHHOe TeJI0 MOEro JII06UMOT0
OpaTa Ha CBOMX PyKaX, ¥ XOUy YATH BMECTE C HUM.



- YBe3ure Moo ZKEHY BO OBOpeEI, - OTOaBad IIPUKA3, IIPOrPOMEIXaJl T'OJI0C Xepeca.

- He tpons! He cmeli npukacateca KO MHe! OTIyCTH ceryac xke!

CosnpaThl, KOTOPEIM CKOMaHIOBAJ Xepec, CXBAaTUIIM MeHS 3a 00e pyku. OHUM HACUJIbHO Havalu
OTTACKUBAaTh MeHs 0T JIbionca. 4 meiTamack 0CBOOOAUTECS, COIPOTUBIISIIACE U30 BCEX CUJI, HO
6e3pe3ynbTaTHO. CONOATH BCe TaK XK€ TAIlUIX MeHs, He 0c/abisis XBaTKy.

BoccTaHue MpoIIo yCIeuHo, ¥ 9T0 03Hayaslo, YTo BCE U3MeHUTCs. JIbiouc, Mou 6parT u
HmnepaTop 3TO# CTpaHH, YMepP IPSIMO Ha MOUX pyKaXx. f Goblie He OblTa MIaflIed cecTpon
npaBuTesid. Tak 4TO B MOUX CJIOBAxX UJIU [AEeHCTBUSAX 00JIbllle He OBIZI0O HUKAKOU CHUJIHL.

- YBe3uTe eé, HeMe[JieHHo!

XornogHele, CJIOBHO €T T'1a3a, ¥ XXeCTOKHe CJI0Ba "MyxXKa" IPOH3UIU MeHs. 4 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO
KPOBb B MOMX XKMJIaX CThIHET. OTHHIHE g Obl/Ia KaJIKUM OCTAaTKOM OT MSITeXKa.
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Bcé B uMIiepuu IepeBepPHYJIOCh C HOT Ha TOJIOBY. ITO OBIJIO eCTeCTBEHHO. IIepeBOPOT CBEPIIIMIICS B
TOT MOMEHT, Korfia younu MmnepaTopa JIbionca, KOTOPHIH, Ka3anoch, OyoeT MpaBUTh BeUHO. [[BOpsSHE
OBLIM CYACTJIMBHI TEM, UTO OfepKaIu modemy.

st HUX s OblyTa He TepPLOTUHEN, a MiTafuiei cectpoit Mmmneparopa. [103TOMy JTOTUYHO, YTO
CIeOyoUmMM Iarom 0ynet Most cMepTh. OfHaKO, ”POHUYHO, YTO MOU My OYHET TeM, KTO YOBET
MEHS.

"Kak ke 9TO0 MPOU30III0?" - 3TH MBIC/IM He IepecTaBaii KPYTUTHCS B MOEM yracalolleM CO3HaHUMU.

XKuss BMecTe ¢ XepecoM, S He TO, YTO He 3amogo3puia. 4 gaxe HUUEro He 3Has, OKasala
COMENCTBUE B €T0 BOCCTAHUHU. Peltasi puHaHCOBLIE TPOOIIEMBI, ¥ TPEIOCTABIAS PAa3/TUUHBIE
IPEeUMYIIeCTBa, TaKue KakK: 9KCK/II03UBHAS N00BYa, MOHOIIOBHOE pacIpeneeHne U YHUKaTbHBIN
UMIIOPT, OH CTaJl MPUbIUXKEHHBIM MMmIepaTopa.

Coycts BpeMs Xepec KyIIUJI HECKOJIBKO BUIOB OPY2KUS Ha [eHbI'H, KOTOPHIE OH MOJYy4Hs C MOeu
IIOMOIIBIO, ¥ BO3BEJI Ha TPOH CBOET0 BTOPOT'0 CBOAHOrO Oparta, MpUHIa AMYyHIa.

B cBoi0 ouepefn, TPUHI] DAMYHI KHUJT B OT[IaJIEHHBIX 3eMJIIX ¥ TUXOHBKO ITPOXKUBAJ CBOIO KU3HbB. Y
Hero OBITIO XKeJlaHKe K IIPaBJIeHuI0, HO He ObIIo criocoOHOocTe#. Kpome Toro, oH 6osinicst JIptouca, u
HUKOTHA He ObLJI 4eJIOBEKOM, CIIOCOOHBEIM 110 COOCTBEHHOMY KeJIaHKI0 B30MTH Ha TPOH.

Bcé kpyTumock BOKpPYT Xepeca U [IBOPSHCTBA. A DOMYH[ BCET0 JIUIIb 3aHsI/I 0CBOOOMBIIIEECS



MecCTO. Jlaxke HUYEero He MOHUMas B IIOJIMTHUKE, MOXKHO OBIJIO 3TO YBUOETE.

B cBom ouepens, Xepec CBePIIUB IEPEBOPOT, UMeJI Tellephb CUJLY, YCTYIAIOLIy0 JUlb MMepaTopy.
Bupumo Toro, 4To s eMy mana, ObII0 HeloCTaTOYHO.

"Ho ¢ kakux nop?"

Korpa oH npupgymai 9ToT IiaH? Kak 0H CMOT OpraHu30BaTh OYHT, HE BEI3BaB Y MEeHSI HUKAKUX
TIOf03peHuit? f HUYero He 3HasA, IO3TOMY U He cyMesla criacTu JIbionca. A MoHsia BCE CIUIIKOM
TI03[IHO, ¥ HUYETo He CMOTJla CHefaTh.

Kak TOnBKO 51 y3Hasa 006 u3MeHe, COIIaTh 61aropoHON KOAUIUY YKe KOHTPOIHPOBAIA
Vimnepuio. U B ieHTpe BoccTaHus OB Xepec - MO JTIOOUMBIN MyXK.

OH CKphIBas BCE OT MeHs. Xepec OblJT HEOOEIKHOBEHHO YMEH U ITPEBOCXOOHEIM PHIIIapeM, HO 5
0CO3HaJIa 3TO TOJILKO ITOCJIEe TOTO, KaK OH y2Ke CBEePIINJI H3MEHY.

[ToHsia BCE, KOTr'la YBHUOEIa YJ'IBIGKI/I OBOPSAH, IIPUBETCTBYIOIIUX 6Hal"OpOJIHBIe cunbl Koanuuuu., OH
C CaMOT'0O Ha4alla IIJIaHUPOBaAJI IIPOBECTHU MEHs, 3aCTAaBUB 0c1abuTh CBOIO 6I[I/IT6J'IBHOCTB.

"Most mo00Bb OKa3asiack 0OMaHyTa U OCMesiHa."
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