I'maBa 547 - PuBep Ctukc!

Touka ¢ochopecuupyroIiero ceeTa, NepenoiHeHHas X0I0I0M.

3a Geol oBEpbIO BHE3AITHO Pa3fasics IIyM BOJHI.

O

I'masa HMe 1[3e1haHa mepecekny 67IeCK, CAemany HeCKOIbKO IITaroB K IBEPH ¥ 3ariIsSHyH BHYTDb.

TonpKo 4TOOB! YBUIETH OTPOMHBIE CUHIE BOJTHBI ¥ MEPLAIOIIYI0 BOAY IIepel HUM, KaKKe BeJINKHe
TOPHL U PeKu!

"f He 0XKWUIan 3TOr0, HO BHYTPU 3TOU IBEPU €CThb YTO-TO elle."
"ToT, KTO CKa3aJ, YTO He 0XKUJAeT, 4To 3To Oymy 5"

Nie Zun cnerka nornagumia rojioBy ¥ HEJIOBKO YIBIOHYIacCh, y2Ke He BBITJIAMAS TakK XKeCTKO, Kak
BHayale.

OH M30THYJ PYKH U TOPKECTBEHHO TOTHSIIT TOJIOBY.

"Ue 3ud3H, TOJBKO YTO, 3TO 5 HefooueHun Teds, u s 30ech, YTOOH 3arIafuTh CBOIO BUHY. {1 He
0XKHAal, 4YTO Thl CMOXKEIb TPOPBaTh TPAHUILY U OTKPHITH BOPOTA TOIBKO C OOHUM Y€JI0BEKOM, THI
IeNCTBUTEIbHO pelKuil TanauT B [lao ®opmetiinH. Panbliie, mpecnenys 6ernena Luuab Cst0, TOMUMO
OtuasBierocss Macrepa, BBl HOJIKHEI ObITA CHITPATh HEMAJIOBAXKHYIO POJIb".

ITo cpaBHenuto ¢ I'y Hau Hy, Hu L3toub Opin1 HEMHOTO cunbHee I'y Hsu Hy, Ho Bce elie Ob1I0 4TO-TO,
4yero He XBaTajo B KOHTPOJIe Haf (OpMUPOBaHUEM U Tak fasee.

He 113b1(h3H BCe ellle myMall, YTO COOMPAeTCs YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OH YIBIOHYIICS U TOMaxall PyKou 6e3
KOMMEHTapUeB.

"HerT Bpefa, HET I'PS3U, KAKOM CMBICIT OBITh TAKUM BEXKJIUBHIM? JTa mmoe3nka B Star Perishing City
TOJIBKO [IJIST HAaC OBOUX, ¥ B OymyIleM MBI He MOXKeM CKa3aTh, YTO HaM IPuAeTcs 060bine 6eCIIOKOUTh
OpaTta Hu".

Hu LI3t0HE TPOMKO 3aCMessiach U yBUAEIa, 4TO C He 1I3b1)9HOM JIETKO Pa3roBapHBaTh, [I09TOMY OH
Oosbllle He HampsraeT auio: "JlagHo, magHo". OgHAKO He TOJIBKO s OTIIPABUI HAc B "3Be3MHEIHM TOPO.I
cMepTH" Ha 3TOT pas..."

"EcTb KTO-HUOY b ele?"

He 113b1doH BHTTIANEN CIIETKA OIMETIOMIEHHBIM H OTJISeNICS BOKPYT, HO HUKOTO He CYIeCTBOBAIO.
IIo 3TOTO OH TOXKEe HUKOT'0 He Halle].

HTak, rae OB 9TOT Y€JIOBEK?

MrHoBeHMe CIYCTs, KaK OyITO OH YTO-TO MPUAYMAJl, OH IOUYMHMII CBOM B3I Ha BHELTHEH CTOPOHE
Oeroi gBEpH.

Co cmaboi yneiokoit, Nie Zun mogorimesn K 6e10¥ IBepH, HAKJIOHUIICS BHU3, ¥ JIOTSHYJICS [0 XOJIOTHOM
BO[IbI, Me[IJIEHHO 00Jierdast pyKy B CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO aypy.



"Crapuk CTHKC, TOCTH 3[€Ch..." - CKa3ajl OH HETOPOIIJIUBO.

CrnoBa ymanu, ¥ B MO CEKYH/H, psiOb CTajla paclpoOCTPaHSATHCS IO BCEMY OKPYTY,
cocpemoTo4uBIINCH Ha Nie Zun 1 Hecs IocjiaHue CBoel COOCTBEHHON aypHl.

MrHoBeHuE CIIyCTA.

TonbKo r11y60KO0 B 3e/IeHOM TpaBe, IIMHHBIN MTOII0C AePKUT 0aMOYKOBEHIH IIJIOT IJIaBajl U3 HaJIEKUX U
O/1M3KHUX, U3 TYCTOr0 TyMaHa, B HanpaBneHuu HMe LI3p1oH U ero AByx 4eoBeK.

Ha BepmrHe 6aMOyKOBOTO IIJIOTa ¥ CTapuKa C KypaBjieM OBbIJI0 MpaYHOe JIUI0, ¥ BCE €T0 IOBefieHNE,
Ka3aJioch, OBIJIO CIIPSATAHO BHYTPU IIKPOKOTO XaiaTa.

On xpumro roopunl: "Pegkuii mocetutenb, Nie Zun. {1 IOMHIO, YTO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM IPUXOMINI B
atoT 3Be3nHbI Beuepuuit Ctukc u3 [yxoBHOU BoeBoi CekThl, OB MajleHbKUM OpyroM Hueny, HO
Ky[a OH IIOIIeN CeromHs?".

"Om..."

Nie Zun HenoOBKO yIBIOHYJCS ¥ TIOKaydas TOJI0BOM: "IT0?... Y HEro ecTh OApyrue IiaHb 0 paboTe, Tak
4YTO OTHHIHE 51 OyAy TeM, KTO BO3bMeT Ha cebs Bompoc o npuesfe B Star Perishing City".

"Heyxemnu 9T0 Tak..." CTapuK M3 IPEenCIOgHeN IPUCTaIbHO ITOCMOTpen B rta3a Nie Zun u crerka
HaxMypHJcs, Kak OyATO C IIePBOTO B3rIsAfa yKe Buaen Meiciau Nie Zun.

Bce momkHO OBITH HE TaK IIPOCTO.

"IIy4y, 4T0 MeHs 6ECIIOKOUT B 3TUX MYCTHIX Aesiax? 1o Tex mop, moKa 3TO KTO-TO U3 [[yXOBHOMU
BoeBoii CekTHl, 5, eCTECTBEHHO, TIOJTy4y UX HOJIKHBIM 00pa3om".

OH HEMHOTO B3[10XHYJI ¥ IIOJHAJI T'OJIOBY, €ECTECTBEHHO 3aMeTHUB 4YeJloBeKa, CTosero 3a Nie Zun.
"Hy 4T0, Ha 9TOT pa3 OH rocTh?"

II']:[aII

Nie Zun cnerka yneiOHyach ¥ KMBHYJIa TOJI0OBOM, TOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY U IToMaxaB Me 3udaH.

"Me 1136131, moueMy 65l Te6e GEICTPO He IIpHexaTh X He MO3HAKOMHUTHCS o CTapukoM CTHKCOM, OH
y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO IeCATUNIETUM PYKOBOAUT 3arPaHUYHLIM [TI€PEX00M, OH abCOJIOTHEIN NHCAUAED B
aTo# 0071aCTH, ¥ MHOTO CHeNan AJs TOTro, 4ToOsl moMoyb MoeMy [JyxoBHOMY BoeBomy CekTy
00IIaThCs C BHEUTHUM MUPOM, THI JOJI)KEH OTHOCUTHCS K HEMY C yBaxKeHueM".

HexkoTopele nogu, Ha NepPBBIN B3I, CMOTPENIM CBBICOKA Ha cTapedlunHy CTHUKCa, KaK Ha
JIOMOYHUKA, U NIPe3Upai ero B CBOUX KOCTSIX.

HeynuBuTenbHO, 4YTO MECTO, Te ONepKUBAeTCs JIOAKa, 3TO He 00BIYHas peka, a peka CTHKC, rae
OOBIYHBIE JTIIOMU MOTYT MOAMEePXKUBATH JIOAKY, HO TOJIBKO C IyXOBHOM 3HEPTUEH.

[ToaTOMy CTapHK OINpefeeHHO TTTyO0KO0 CKPHITEINA 9KCIIEPT.

Boree Toro, eciu 4enoBeK mafaeT B BOAY, Kak OBl OH HU OBUI XOPOIII B BOLe, OH 0653aTEIFHO yMpeT.



Haxe ecnu 6l cynp0a KOHTPOJIXPOBAJIACh KEM-TO OPYTUM, CPeJHECTAaTUCTUIECKUY YeTI0BEK [OJIKEH
OB ObI OBITH BEXKJIUB CO CTapUKOM CTUKCOM.

"Tak BOT Kak 006CTOAT mena, 3udeHr no3Hakomusics co CrapukoM CTUKCOM."

e 113b1daH 6e3pa3muyHo YIALIOHYJICS ¥ IOTHSI CBOM (paKeNbHbIM T'Ja3, TTIIAs BriyOb B CTOPOHY
crapuka CTukca.

"JlagHO, JTagHO, UOHU croma".
"Bomnbioe cnacubo".
KpyTsice BOKpyT, e 3udsH OpEIrHy Yepe3 O6esble BOPOTa U IPHITHYII Ha IJIOT cTapuka CTUKCa.

OH Me[IJIeHHO TTOMHSII TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJ BOKPYT Ha TyMaH, [JasibIlle HU4ero He ObIIO BUHO, KaK
OynTo OH OBIJT B TapOBOM 3aMKHYTOM IIPOCTPAHCTRE.

Crapuk CTHKC TOJIBKO TIOHA4YaJly BeKJIUBO yNIbIOAJICS, OMHAKO, ero SICTpeOuHOe 3penullle, Kak TOJIBKO
OH cTonKHYyJCS ¢ e LI3b1(oHOM.....

OH OBIJT BHE3AITHO OIIEJIOMJIEH Ha MeCTe, I0Ka3aB Y2KaCHBIM IIBET, U faXKe [ABUKEHUE MOAIePKKY
JIOOKH 3aCTHUIM Ha MECTe.

YBupes, yto Crapuk Ctukc nongug Monyas, Hu 3yH Beirngaena o3agadeHnon: "Crapuk CTUKC,
Crapuk Ctukc? Yto ¢ To60i#?"

"MarneHnbkag nogpyxka Hu..."

"Crapuk CTHKC, S BUXKY, Thl BHE3aIlHO OllIapallleH, s He 3Hal0, YTO IPOUCXOOUT, UJIU Thl JyMaellb,
4yT0 MaHepH e 3udsHa HempaBuabHEE?"

"KOHEYHO HET, B 9TOM HET HUYero rpyboro, 1 KpoMe TOTO, 51 IPOKUII CTOJIBKO JIET, TAK YTO MHE yXKe
[aBHO HaIlJIeBaTh Ha 3Ty IYCTOTY".

CTapuk U3 IPEeuCIogHel Ipuies B ce0s 1, IPOmoKasi epXKaTh IJI0T, Kadas TOJI0OBOM.
MarneHbKUY IJIOT, BMECTE C TOJTyORIMU BOJTHAMH, ITPOAOJIKAJ Ka4yaThCs.
910 OBINIO TOTIa, KaK OyATO OH HUKOTIA He IBUTAJICS B OTPOMHOM peKe ¥ Mope.

"¢ BUOen, KakK OH BBITJISIEN OIIEJIOMIIEHHBIM, II0 IPUYKMHAM, B KOTOPBIE BBl HE IIOBEPUTE, 5 ITPOCTO
TI0AyMaJl, YTO OH ITOXO0XK Ha GOJIBIIOro YeioBeKa, KOTOPOTo S BUEJ PaHbIIle, U IO3TOMY V MeHs Oblna
TaKas peakuus".

"Me 3udaH, 607bIII0i YenoBek?"

3yH Hu Obln omeIoMJIeH Ha MTHOBEHHeE, @ TOTOM IIOYTH He CMeSJICS BCIIyX, KOTAa yCIIbIIal
"IIyXOBBEIX" 3BYK.

C HecpaBHEHHO OnecTsimel yIeI0KOM Ha JIuile OH OTJIsiHyics Ha Me LI3bidaH, a 3aTeM Ha Old Man
Styx.

IICTapI/IK CTHuKC, OH TOJILKO HEJaBHO IIOTHSJICS Ha NEBSITHIA YPOBEHB BoeBoro YueHuka, 1 OH B CTa
BOCEMUIECATH THICAYaX MUJIb OT BEJIMKOI'O YE€JI0OBEKd, O KOTOPOM BEI 1"OBOpI/ITe...II



"9TO0 TONIBKO AEBATHIY yPOBeHb b0oeBOro YueHuka, Hy, 3T0... 9TO, HABEPHOE, IIOTOMY, YTO MOU CTaphle
rJ1a3a TYCKJIblE U 1 HEelIPaBUJIBHO IIOMHIO."

B T0 ke BpeMs OpoBu cTapuka CTHOXKaHa Bce elre cMoTpend Ha He LI3r1¢aHa, Kak O6yITO OH BCe ellle
OTKa3bIBAJICS CHaBaThCS.

“PIG L[3BI(1)9H, YeCTHO I'OBOpP4, €CTh JIX B Ballleli CEMbEe KTO-HI/I6YI[B, KTO MOXKET IIPUHHUMATh
AJIXUMHYECKHe Ta6J'IeTKI/I, MOXKET 6BITB, 9TOT 3JO0POBSK, TOXKE BaAlll pOI[CTBeHHI/IK".

Ycnrimas cmoBo "anxumusg', Mexnay 6posamu He 3udaHa 0TUETINBO BCIBIXHYIT IPKUY I[BET.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TOT CTapPUK U3 MPEUCIOAHEH, TIepeCceKInii MHOTO pa3HLIX IapCTB, BUAEN CBOE
npexHee "g"?

Ecnu OBl OH IeNCTBUTENLHO YBUAEN ce0s Ha KOHTUHEeHTe CioaHbBY, pa3Be 9TO He 03Haydaso Obl, YTO ¥
Hero Oblta 6bI BO3MOXKHOCTH BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOIO IIPEXKHIO POAUHY, eciiu OBl OH 0TKa3acs?

,HYMaH TakK, OH CHJION IIOOaBJIAII BOJTHEHHE B CBOEM CepAIe U MYPJIbIKAJI TOHKUMU FY6aMI/I, SAPOCTHO
IIPRITA0INUM CepaueM, KOTOPOe KakK GYI[TO BOT-BOT BRIPBETCA HAPYXKY B M000¥ MOMEHT.

IICTapI/IK Crukc, TOrga, €CJikd IIO3BOJIUTE CIIPOCUTH, B KAKOM IIaPCTBE TOT BEJIMKHM YEJIOBEK, C
KOTOPEIM BBEI ITIO3BHAKOMUJIMCE, X OTKYOad ou?"

"CNUIIKOM MHOTO JIIOIel KaXKIkIi IeHb IepenpaBiiseTcs Ha IIapoMe, ¥ KOT[a s CTAHOBITIOChH
crapuie... g He MOTy BCIIOMHUThL HEKOTOPEIE M3 HUX."

BHe3arHo OH IIPOCBETIIEN, MOTIaXkKKUBas JIafloHb U yaeI0asch: "AX, fa, S TOMHIO, OH TOT, B KOTO TEI
no¥enb, 3Be3qHbIM morubatomui ropoxn! IlapcTBo, 0 KOTOPOM s yMar... 3T0, HaBepHoe, B "BoeBoM

Iyxe"."

"9710... [ToHsATHO, 3TO 3Be3mHkIl [Torubatomuii ['opom..."

He 113b13H HEMHOTO B3[[OXHYJI ¥ KMBHYJI TOJIOBOH, €CJIH OH GBI IPOCBETIIEH.

OH He CKa3aJl HU4ero Ha ero rybax, Ho HeOlKUCyeMoe YyBCTBO OOUHOYECTBa IIPOHUKIIO B €r0 CepALe.

TpynHO OBUIO TOAYMAaTh, YTO €CTh ellle OJHA 3allenKa, YTOOb BePHYTHCS Ha3afl, HO 3TO 0Ka3asloch
IIyCTOMU PafmoCThIO.

"Crapuk CTHKC, MOXKeT OBITh, 9TOT 3M0POBSK HOCUT hamunuio Me?" [leBymka 3yH IoCMOTpesia Ha
Crapuka CTHKCa C JIETKUM CMYIIeHUEM.

OH moYTH HUKOTTa He IIpue3XkaJ B "3Be3OHbIN Morudaoluii ropon”, I03TOMY OH, eCTECTBEHHO, OB
He 04YeHb XOPOIII0 3HAaKOM C CUTyallell BHYTPU HETro.

"TToxoxke, 3TO TOT, KOTO 30BYT Me, Tak 4TO g IPOCTO CIPOCUJ €T0, He U3 TBOEU JIU 3TO CEMbU."
Crapuk u3 IIpeucnogHen cKasajl, Kak OH [epxKaJl CBOU OJIMHHBIN IIeCT, €0 HaMepeHUsl 0O4YeHb
OaronpusTHHE.

['naza Ye LI3r1hoHa TPOH3UIIM SIPKUH CBET, ¥ Yepe3 JOJIr0e BpeMs OH B3MOXHYIT: "MoxeT OBITh, 3TO
KTO-TO U3 MOEU ceMbHu".

"Uner coGCTBeHHOM ceMbu He"? Kak ero 30ByT?"



"I me 3Ha10". OtBeT Me 3udeHnra GBI IPOCTHM B YETKHM.

Nie Zun BrITNsifena OIMIEIOMIEHHOU U CIIPOCHUJIAa C BePXYILIKYU I0I0BH: "Hu 3a 4TO, pa3 3TO KTO-TO U3
TBOEU CeMbH, KaK Thl MOTJIa fjlaXke He 3HaTh UMS APYTrOid CTOPOHKI?",

"He 3HaTh" - 3TO IIPOCTO He 3HaTh. Hama cembst Me pacmanacs, u s 6010Ch, 4To ropoy JIeiuxoy,
pacIonoXeHHbIN of ropogoM HebGecHast opora, SBisSeTCS MeCTOM XyXKe, UeM fjaxe CelbCKas
MEeCTHOCTbH B I'Jla3aX MOei CeMbH, Tak KakK ke TaKve CTapble U fajibHie POACTBEHHUKU MOTYT
00s13aTeNnbHO 3HaTh Ybe-T0 uMA?". e 3udaH HEMHOTO B3[[OXHYIL.

"JTo0..."

IeBymika 3yH 6ecrioMourHo yaslOHyIachk: "JIafiHO, S He KOHTPOIMPYIO [iejla TBOEH CeMbH He". 4
crpory Tebsi TOJIbKO 00 OMHOM: eCJU TH 3anuinescs B Akagemuto O6paTHoro BeTpa, Korfa npunet
BpeMsi, I'ie Tl OyOelnb KuTh? X04elllb, S YCTPOI Tebe KUTbE B Koytenxe?"

"Cnacu6o, 6pat Hu 3a TBO1 goOPOTYy, HO He MCIOJIb3YH ee MoKa."
He 113519H CTIOKOMHO YIBIGHYIICS U IOKaYal rOI0BO.

"Mos cectpa, E Cio3#, mocne Toro, KakK y3Haja, 4To s eny B Star Perishing City, oHa cpa3sy xke
BbI3BaJia Moero oTiia, E YoHTTSHa, ¥ IOIIpoCcuia ero HamnucaTh IUChMO I'7laBe ceMbt E, a 3aTeM
HaIKCaTh ellle OOHO MUChMO, YTOOHI OITO3HATH MOIO IMYHOCTh, UTOOHI, KOT'/Ia 5 Moedy TyAa, S CMOTJjia
OCTaThCS B IOMe MOel ceMbU, U UMETh OTIeKyHa MJIM YTO-TO BPOfe TOro, Korga mpuaet Bpems". Tak
YTO, €CJIM CMOTY, TIocTapaloch He 6ecriokouTh 6pata Hu".

"TloHsiTHO, TOTHA 1 MIOHUMAI0".

Nie Zun cnerka ynelOHYICS U IOTHSII TOJIOBY, YTOOBI YBUIETh, KAK TYMaH BOKPYT HEr0 ITOCTENEHHO
paccenBaeTCs B 3TOT MOMEHT.

"TaBaTe He OymeM roBopuTh 000 BCe 9TOM epyH[e, S He 0XKHUAaj, YTO B MTHOBEHME OKa CBETOBAS
JI0fIKa yKe Tepecekyia Obl JeCSATh THICSY rop ax'. He LI3b13H, TOGHAME TOJIOBY ¥ XOPOILEHbKO
IIOCMOTPH Ha 3TOT Iel3ax, 110 cpaBHeHMIO ¢ HeGecHbIM ropogoM [lao, Kak T AyMaellb, eCThb U YTO-
HUOyOb ocobeHHOE?"

3eJieHEIE TOPHL U 3€JIeHEIe BOIBI, BOJIHEI CBETa, KaK 3€PKaJlo.
WmMmepaTopckas 3Be3fa, peka [lammas 3Be3na, Oblla MoX0Ka Ha MIaXMaTHYIO TOCKY.

BHYyTpH 3TOM cusIOIIel TUTaHTCKOM KPHIIIKY, 0TPaXkKeHHO! B BOZle, Ka3aJioChk, YTO OHa obrajmaeT
0eCKOHEYHOM KPacoTOH.

I'panuna!

910 OBlNa rpaHulla, KOTOpas JOMKHa Oblyia OBITH OTKPHITA IJIsT 3Be3[omnafaiero I'opoaa, 4ToOw
IPUBECTHU K BHEIIHEMY MUY, U OJIs1 BHELTHET0 MUpPa, YTOOH BOUTH B 3Be3monamaiomuii ['opoy.

"Brl 1BO€, MBI HAKOHEI[-TO puOLITH, 3Be3aHbli [Torubatomuit I'opof..." ciabblil, TOX0XKUN Ha BOJIHY
ronoc crapuka CTUKCa MPUIIET U3-3a HUX OBOUX.
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