BHe3amHo Ha4yaa0Ch KPOBOTEeUeHHE. f IMEITaach OCTAHOBUThL KPOBb, HO TINETHO. f IOYYBCTBYBasIa
Kak cepauedreHre BHYTPU MeHS 0CJIa0uIIoCh.

— KTo0 651 MOT ImogyMaTh, 4TO 4 TaK OI.T.II/IGYCB.

Octpas 60mb, UCXOOAIIAs U3 UpeBa, TPOH3ajia BCE MOE CO3HaHUe. ¢ ymana Ha KOJIeHU U CXBAaTUIIaCh
pyKamu 3a KHUBOT.

— ... Ommbyce?

K rybam xsbiHyJ1a KpOBb. BCE TOHYIIO B a/loM IBETE, pa3yM 3aTyMaHUJICSA. B ylIax 3BeHenu CIoBa
I'ycro.

OnuBuio PBaAIO KPOBEIO, OHA U3 MMOCIIEIHUX CHUII ITOOHSTIA T'OJIOBY.

"IlaTte MecsueB Ha3an. HecmoTps Ha 10, 4TO ['yCTO B3s/1 MeHS B Ty HOUb CUJIOH, S HE MOTJIa
HeHaBUIETh TOT J€Hb, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO BCEMU CUJIaMU CTapajach 3a0bITh... B MOEM XKuBOTE
3apoaunach HOBas XKU3Hb."

— W3HayvanpHO 4 AyMall O TOM, YTOORI ITO3BOIUTE Tebe CylIeCTBOBATE A0 CIIEOYIOIIEero roaa.

[Tocne atux cimoB OnuBUS MPUKPHIIA T1as3a.

— Ho, nockomneKy, T GepeMeHHa.

['ycTo cen Ha CTyN U CBHICOKA IIOCMOTPeT Ha OIuBHIO.

Kenauue xkuTh. OnuBust 6€3HANEKHO MBITATACh OOMOI3TH A0 ABEPHU, YTOOLI OTKPHITH IBEPD U
II03BaTh Ha IIOMOIIIb, HO TIIETHO. ['yCTO CMOTpeEI Ha 3Ty KapTUHY C HacMeInKou. OH YCMeXHYIICS
TOMY, HACKOJIbKO BCerfa upeanbHas Mmmeparpuria OnuBus cedyac Kankas 1 6€CIIOMOIIHAs.
ViMmepaTpuiia mopHssIa TOI0BY.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, 3T0 Beap Ballu Iy10Th U KPOBB.

OnuBusi, 0oT6pocuB 6e3HafEKHbIEe TIOMBITKY H00paThCs M0 ABEPH, BIenmuaach B ['ycto. OHa mogHsna
TOJIOBY, B3TJITHYB Ha My2Ka U OTIIa €€ peOéHKa. [laxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4To MMmepaTpulla uCTeKasia
KPOBBIO, YTO CITPOBOIIMPOBAJI OTPABJIEHHbIH Yal, OHa He XeJjlajla TePSITh CBOET0

IOCTOMHCTBA. BrIpaxkeHnue nuiia ['yCTo IoMpayHero.

— OTOo He UMeeT 3HAUeHud.

YBUpeB Kak XKalko BHIIaguT UMnepartpuiia, ['ycTo 3acMessics.



— IIpomty. 4 ommbnack, 3TO BCE MOSI BUHA... Pe0EHOK... CItacuTe TONhKO peOEHKA, ITPOIITY.

OmnuBus CKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY U Ge3yTeInHo Monuia MMneparopa.

"HeBaxkHO, 4TO 5 cfiejialia He Tak. {1 MOIKHA BCEMM CUJIaMU COXPAHUTh MOE IUTS".

— Axax. Takoe noBepienue He nomobaet MMnepaTtpuile. Pa3Be TH He HOJIKHA BO BCEM CITyIIAThCS
HWwmnepartopa?

— JTo0 ouTs Bale, MOIIIO.

2Kusnb B yTpoOe yracaina Bcé OricTpee. OnuBUS MOTIa YyBCTBOBATh 3TO, €€ Cepfille Pa3pPhIBaoCh.

— W gto ¢ Toro? EBa coBceM CKOpPO pomuT MHe pebéHKa. MHe He HyXKeH peOEHOK OT Tebs.

Cné3nl oTUasgHUA TeKIIu u3 ri1a3 OnuBuM.

"Iuts, uTo OpoIieHo. BEIKUB nocye ToM HOYH, 51 oOeperasna Tebs Kak Morja. B utore, Thl yMpEIb OT
PYK COGCTBEHHOTO OTIIA."

— 3moBeitie. Bumenu OB TIOOU UMIIEPHH KaK BHITISOUT HOeadbHas MMIepaTpulia ceiigac. ITo
0eclieHHO.

[Ton okpacuncs KpacHeIM. A7 MPOHUKAET B KPOBh U IIPUHYKAAET OPraHu3M camopa3spyiiaTbes. OguH
13 caMbIX 00JI€3HEHHBIX U MIOUCTUHE y2KacalollKuxX CIloco60B yOuTh KepTBy. BHe3anHo OnuBus
IIOYyBCTBOBasia 60/Ib B UpeBe, HO OHAa He MOTIJIa Tak IIPOCTO CHAThCS. BBIIO SICHO, YTO peOEHOK X0UeT
JXUTh ¥ BCEMU CUJIaMU IIBITAETCS HepXKaThCHl.

— IIpotiry, mTOMOTH MHE... 9TO HEBEIHOCUMO.

[Tose 3peHus CTAaHOBHUIIOCh KPacHBIM. 30 pTa Tekia KpoBk. I'ycTo ycTaBuics Ha OnuBuio. Ero
B3TJIs1 GBI ITOJIOH OTBPALIEHUS U IIPEe3PEHUs, CJIOBHO OH CMOTPEJ Ha YTO-TO IrpsidHoe. YeTkIpe rofia B
Opake... KpoBs BnmTanace B mo1. OJIMBUS MOMBITAIACH IOTHSTH TOJIOBY.

"9 momkHa BRIKUTE. A moxHa."

Mup B rrasax OnuBUYM yMUPal B YEPHBIX U OEJIEIX OTTEHKaX.



— IIpe3penHo.

— Arx!

OnuBus BCKIIMKHYJIA B IOCHeOHUM pa3. 2Ku3Hb B yTpobe COmporHynach u 3aMepia. YMupas, oHa
OTYETIIMBO CIIBIIIIAJIa CBOE TUTS.

— JuTs... [TpocTu. 9 He cMoriia 3alUTUTE TeOS.

— Kak xe Tax...

[Tocnennee, uTo yBumena OMuBUS — MepPeKOIIEHHOE U YXMBIISIOmeecs auIo ['ycTo.

"1 HuKorga He 3abyny. [Jaxke mmocjie CMEPTH ST OTKPOIO I'Jla3a, YTOOHI He 3a0bITh."

Marbilll Tak e u3Aall MoCIemHuN B310X. B MUpe, KOTOPHIH CTan YEPHHEIM U O€JIRIM, OBIITO
COBEPIIEHHO TEMHO.

— Tloxmém Hecnema. Tak, YTOOB! s CMOTJIAa IPHUCMATPHUBAThH 3a TOOO.

OnuBHST HAKOHEI] COMKHYJIa HAaBEKH I'JIa3ad. XKentast 6abouka TaHIleBaJla B IIyCTOIIH. I/IMHepanI/ILIa
yMepIia, TaK U HEe OCTAaBUB 3aBEIldHU .

— Arx!

Pe3kuii u rimy0oKu B3M0X. IIpsiou BOJIOC IPUIIUIIIN K BCIIOTEBIIIEMY JIHITY... ByaTO peOEHOK,
KOTOPOMY IIPUCHUJICS KOIIMap, XKeHIIIMHA XBaTajla XKagHo BO3MAYX.

— Xaa...

HGBYI.HKEI 3aXBaThIBaJla PTOM BO3AyX XU HE MOT'JIa HAaOBIIIIATLCA.

— Yto Brl menaete 3mech mocpenu HOUU?!

Pa3pascst cunbHBIM 1yM, KaK-0yITO KTO-TO YOAPHUJI KyJIaKoM I10 rojioBe. 2KeHI1MHa MeIIeHHO
TIOJIHSIJIA TOJIOBY.

— Koserl...



Korpga grixanue BEPHYJIOCH, KEHIIWHA 3aKallljIsAiacCh. Ot aToro 3BYKa OPO2KaJIn CTEHEI BOKPYT.

— Jla npekpatute Bol yxke! Jltogu 3mech ToXKe CliaTh XOTAT.

"4l He MOTy nepecTaTh KallIATh."

KeHmuHa JepzKaJlla PYKY Ha X KHUBOTE U TA2XKEJIO ObIlIalia, CKDYTUBIINCE.

— Ox...

OHa OBlzla paCTPENIaHHOM, Ha TOJI0Be TBOPHIICS Oecropsamok. HecauTHoe, MOKpoe OT
CJE3 NUII0, TOKA3aJI0Ch IIPY JIYHHOM CBETE.

— Kaxk 910 moHuMarTh?...

OnmBusST MEJIEHHO MOTHSJIA PYKH, TOCMOTPEB Ha HuX. OHa ompeenéHHO yMepia oT pyk ['ycTo.
XKu3znb maona Takxke Oblla YHUUTOXKEHA, KaK OH 3apaHee U CIUIaHWPOBaJl.

"[lepen cMepThIO 1 YBUAEIA CAMOT'0 AbSBOJIA, IIOTEPSBIIETO BCIKOE JOCTOUHCTBO UJIXA YeCTh."

— Moii peGEHOK...

Onupus oOHsIIa CBOM KUBOT. TaM He OBIJIO HUYETO.

— I'me a?

— Ou! YMepeTs 3aX0Ten0Ch?

OnuBus 0osiy1ach 3arOBOPUTh, OHA HE MOTJIa IPEKPATUTh 3a0bIXaThCsl. Bo3me cTeHB! OB YE/I0BEK,
KOTOPHIM KyHa-To Toponuics. OnMuBHS HUYETo He BUfela nepef cobol u He obpailllajia Ha HEro
BHUMAaHUA.

KeHmuHa oKa3anack B KoMHaTe. OHa OBI7Ia TOJIBKO YTO Y6I/ITa CBOMM MYZXKEM U OTYETIHUBO TIOMHHUIIA,
KakK TOT BOH3WJ € HOX B CIINHY. Ho oHa BrIKMIIA.

— 4 xusa...



PaccBeTt. OnuBHS IONBITANMACh MOOHATHCS HAa HOTH, OHHU OPO2XKaJln. Pazpancs T'POXOT, OnuBus
CKaTHuJIacCh II0 I[epeBHHHOI;I cTeHe. Ka3anocs, cTeHa BOT-BOT PYXHET.

— YT0, 4EPT BO3BMH, 3TO 32 MECTO?

Ha crone nexasno ManeHbKOe 3epKasblie. ONMBUS CHOellajia [iBa Iara K HeMmy. Pyku, mpoKasImiue Kak
CyX¥e BETBH, CXBaTUJIX MaJleHbKOe 3epKaiio. [1oT cTekas mo niby.

— ... KT0o THI?

OmnuBud ynana Ha I10J1, KOorfa yBumena coOCTBeHHOe oTpaxeHue. Ha OnuBHio cMOTpesia XKeHIIKUHa C
BOJIOCAMM IIBeTa cepebpa. ITO MOATBEPXKAAET TO, YTO CMEPTH OT PyKU ['yCTO el He MPUCHUIACS.

"HenpuBrIyHOE NTHUII0, HE3HAKOMOE MECTO..."

— CMeIIHO BCIIOMHUTE, HO eIIl€ CEerofHs 5 X0Tejla YMEePETh.

Crapblii aBapUUHBIN AOM, CKPUIAIIUKA OT KaXXAaoro apuxeHusd. Korga OnuBusi pe3K0o OTKphLia ABEPS,
Ta yrpoxarole 3ackpuriesa. 2KeHIHa 1111a 110 AIMHHOMY KOPUZOPY.

— OTO 37eCh.

Beskun pa3, KOorga OHa aejlalia 1iar, KaXKpaasd IMOJIOBHIIA B 3TOM AOME CKPHIIE]IA.

B mecre, roe npocHynack OnuBus, ObUIH TPYLIOObI, PACIOIOKEHHbBIe Ha OKpauHe CTOIHULEL ITO OBLIO0
HEIOXOsIIlee U XKYTKOe MeCTO AJIs MOJIONOY KeHIIUHE, Ho ONIKMBUS, KOTOpPas IPOCHYJIAcCh U3
MEPTBHIX, Ka3aoch Obl, He 60syiach yke HU4Yero. 2KeHIuHA CIyCTUIach CO BTOPOTO 3Taxa U
BeIOEKaja Ha yuily. Tpymo0sl BCTpeyasd paccBeT.

— Ax...

2KeH1uHa BOOXHYJa BO3YX, KOTOPHIM OBIJT HAIIOJIHEH PacCBET. XOJIOMHbIM BO3AYX HAIIOJTHUI JIETKHE.
Bocrle Horu OBUTM B rpsisu, HO ONUBUIO 3TO HE BOJIOHOBAJIO.

— TyT KTO-HUOYOB €CTH?

OnuBus OAHECTIA PYKY K CBETY, CIIOTKHYBILIKCH, JKEHIIMHA 1To0peia faibllie BHOIb YIIUIHL.

"¢l moyKHA y3HATH, YTO CIIYYHIOCH CO MHOM. MHe HYyKHO y3HaTh HHGopMaIuio 00 MimmepaTpuile
OnuBuu 1 XKUB JTU PEOEHOK."



— D, THL CJTly4allHO He NMPOCTyAUNIach? Xo4ellb IOUTH CO MHOM?

Mornogas xXeHiuHa, OponuBIas 60CMKOM B TOHKOH IHKaMe, Oblyla OTIUYHOM mo0buei. [TbsHbe
MYXKYUHBI OpoguIu BOKPYT ONUBUH.

— I'me a?

MyxunHa paccMmesincst. CyMacIue/Ias XXKeHIIuHa B Tpyo0ax — He PEIKOCTh. BBIIM KEHIIWHEI,
KOTOpPEIe 06e3yMeINu OT CyTeHEPOB, ObITH TaKXKe Te, KOTOPHIE CTPAJasid OT JOMAIIHEero HaCUIus 1
yberanu oT Myxel. B KOHeUHOM C4€Te, Ha 3ape paccBeTa 00cas XKeHIHHA OblIa IPOCTO HOOkYe
7SI MY2KYKH, XKUBYITUX B TPYII0Oax.

— Brl 3pemnun? Bel, ciy4aliHO, He 3HaeTe 4TO 3TO 3a MECTO? f IOHATUSA He UMeI0, KTO .

OmuBus, 6poAMBILIAS TI0 YTHI[AM, OCTaHOBUJIIACH.

— KTto0 77?

OnuBUS BCIIOMHMIIA O 3epKajie, I09TOMY CIIPOCHJIa 3TOT0 MyKUYUHY. BO3MOXKHO, OH OBIIT 4YETTOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIY I€MCTBUTENbHO 3HAJ Blafeblla 3TOr0 Tena.

— Tsl MO My X!

MyX4mHa, CTOSAIIKAN PSAAOM, Pa3pPasuiiCs XOXOTOM. B OTIMYUM OT MyKYKHBI, KOTOPBIA IIOCMESTICS
yCIIbIIIaB YTO-TO 3a0aBHOE, CMEX 9TOr'0 MYKUYKUHHI ObIJI TPYORIM 1 37TOBEIUM. BripaxkeHue Nulla
OnuBUH IIOTEXKEIEJO.

— Jla KaK THI CMeellb!

Ha mpoucxopsiiiee HUKTO B OKpyTe He o0Opallaji BHUMaHUs. BynyIee XKeHITMHE, 3aXKaToH MeXAY



IIbAHBIMHA MY2KYWHAMH, VXK€ OBI7I0 IIpeapeiaeHo.

— 0-0-0, IpenecTHas "Bemu4ka"!

My}K‘-II/IHa IIOCMOTPEII Ha OnuBuio u HOJIOH.IéJI onuxe. IlaBneHune OBITI0 YZXKaCHBIM, HO OHa HUYETO0 He
MOTJIa COeIaTh U3-3a MYXKYKWH, OKPY2KUBIIHUX eé. [TomuMo 3TOTO, MY2XK4YMWH CTAaHOBHIIOCH BCE OO0JIbIIIe.

— Mos moporasi, Most MaTh 0e3KaoCTHa Ha PAcCBeTe, I03TOMY THI IIOMOKEIh HaM II0YYBCTBOBATh
ce0s nyyiie.

— Xa! Hatigute cebe mpyryio xkepTBy! Bol HACTONMBKO He pa3bopyuuBHIE?

MyK4uHH, 3aKaB MeXkAy co00l XPYIKYI0 XKeHITUHY, 00MeHsAUCh B3rnsagaMu. CoBceM HefJlaBHO Ha
3TOY yJHUIle CIIBIIIAICS CMeX Jifofel. MyXuuHH pemuny, yTo OnuBus cbexana ¢ 60ppesns, I03TOMy
OHU OKDPYXKUIIU €€, 0KHuOasi, Koraa IpuaeT cyTeHep. OnuBusg MHCTUKTUBHO OTCTYIIKTIA OT cOOpHIIa
3BEpeNu.

— Ax! Cynpyra, Thl y3Ha€LIb MEHS?

MY}K‘-II/IHa, KOTOpoOro OnuBus OTTOJIKHYJIA, 3aKpHU4aJl 3BEPUHEIM I'OJIOCOM.

— 3akpouTech! 4 momxKeH OBITH TEPBHIM!

MyX4rHa IOJOIIEN BIJIOTHY0, ONMUBUS IIBITANIAach U30 BCEX CUJT cOexKaTh OT Ha30MIMBOM KOMIIAHUM.

— Yt0?! J3Ta cyuka yberaet!

OmnuBus BRIPBanach, MyK4YKHb T06exKany 3a HeX cinenoM. E€ cTymHY ObITM B paHax OT CTEKJIa, HO
OmnuBus He cMejla OCTaHOBUTLCS HU Ha CEKYHAY.

"1 BeKMBY. U oTOMIIy 3a cBOEro pe6éHKa. MecTp."

OnuBus YKyCHJIa OOHOT'O U3 MY2KYHWH, IIPHU 3TOM BCIIOMHHAA IIEPEKOIMIEHHOE JIUIIO FYCTO.

— Xe-xe... Uou Ko MHe, g TBOU "cympyr".



OnuBusi ObITIA UCTOIIEHA, HO ITpooKasa 6exarts. [1o3agu, Kak He B cebe, KpUUaIl MyXKUMHHL.

— Ax.

— Yr0 Ke MHe JenaTh?

BHe3ammHo MOsSIBUIICS MY2KUYKMHA, KOTOPHIH MPOTSAHY PyKy momornu OnuBuu. 2KeHIuHa Oblyla paga
BO3MOXKHOCTU COEXKATE.

— Arx!

Tsk€noe ObIxaHWe CMeIIaaoch C yTpeHHel mpoxianor. OnuBus yBUAesa 9KUIaX, 1 0pocuiachk BO
BHYTPB, He oOpalllas BHUMaHKUE Ha ITaccaxXupoB. Hekorga OBII0 MPOBEPUTD, IBOPSHCKUM JIK 3TO
9KUIIaXK UM OTKPHITHIHM. C 3TOro MOMEHTa HaUMHAETCs €€ "HOoBas" XXKM3Hb. A3apTHAas UTrpa paau
MECTH.
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