— 3HAYUT, MOU MaJIeHbKHE HOYHEIE CIIYTH He 3PS X0X0UyT ¥ MUInaT? JcHepogHasi, o4b dceHs, rae
JKe Telepb TBOM BO3/00TeHHEIN? MoKeT ObITh, CO BpeMeHeM THI U ofiepxKajia Okl BepX, HO OH,
1I0X02Ke, OB MPUBSI3aH K TeOe TOJIbKO XKeJTaHUEeM, a ero XBaTaeT HeHamoaro. — OHa YyTh HaKJIOHUIIA
rojoBy. — OHAKO TH popauia pedeHKa HeOXOTHO. §1 MOMHIO, KaK TBOS CIIy2KaHKa IMPUXOIUsIa KO MHE
3a CHagOOBEM... HO THI K HEMY He MMPUKOCHYNach. YTo Tebe momerrano? — OHa MOMOTYaIa,
3adyMaBLIUCh. — A MOXKET OBbITh, TAK CIIYYUIOCH TIOTOMY, YTO THl 3a4ajia HOCUTEIbHUIY IIEPEMEH U
OHa He I0XeJjana 0cBOOOOUTh TebsT 0T OpeMeHu?

YmMepinas He MOTJIa OTBETUTh — HO ceiidac y 3a3ap He Obllo KejaHus 0pocaTh KOCTH U 3aTJISABIBATh
B Oynyimee.

Kasu pobxo 3aroBopuia, HapyuB TUILIKAHY:
— V Hee HeT UMeHHU. Y HOBOPOXKIOEHHOM...

970 ObITI0 BepHO. [1eBOYKe CllelyeT MONy4YUTh UMS OT MaTepH: TAKOB HepyIIUMEIY o0br4aii. OgHAKO
9TU MaTEePUHCKHUE T'yObl YMOJIKIIA HaBCer a.

— {1 cama mam el uMs, — 3asBuJla 3a3ap Tak, CJIOBHO OXHalla Bo3paxkeHuiu. — OHa — SICHepOnaHas,
¥ OHA MpuHeca rubenb To, KoTopas ee ponuna. Ee ums — fcernka CMepTemoyeps.

Ka3u B yXKace BCKpUKHYIIA:
— He rosopu takoro! He rosopu!

— OmHa flceHka, a Ipo ocTanbHOe 3a0ynb, Kasu.

['psi3b ¥ KOMIOYKE BETKU UMUK O671eCKa MyHIUPH KOPOJIEBCKUX COJIAAT, HO laXke B CyMepKax
MOXKHO OBIJTO PA3IUYUTh ITYYKH ITePhEB Ha IIJIeMaX ¥ PUCYHOK Ha repbax Tuca — KOJIbIIO TUCOBBIX
JIUCTHEB, YBeHYAHHOE JTYKOM, — Ha IPYOU U CIIMHE KaXXJ0ro BouHa. COJIOATH OTOIIIH OT IaBILIeH
JIOUIATX U CTPYOUIUCD, OXKUAas IpUKa3a. JIydlIuil CIeOIbIT OTPSiga MPUTHYJICS K 3eMJie, YUTast
3HAKM, OCTABIIKMECS Ha PACKUCIIEN 3eMJie.

— OHuU AgBUTAJIUCH BOH Tyha, Muioph. — CopgaT KUBHYJ B CTOPOHY IIPOTOKU. — Criefsl cBexXue. Mbl
UX IIOYTH forHasnu. [Toxoxe, OHU HECIIA YTO-TO TSXKeEJI0e: OTIIeYaTKU HOT TNy6xKe 0OBIYHOTO.

Jlopn Jlaken, KOMaHOUP JTUYHOTO OTPSifa €e MUJIOCTUBOTO BeJTMYEeCTBa KOPOJIEBH, CTOSIBIIIUYN YYyTh B
CTOPOHE, TIOMAOIIEN K CIIEOMBITY.

— IToxoxke, Xacapq, 3TOT CTaphlil BOJIK, IIPOIIIeN CBOeH nocyienHel Tpormou, a? CiycTuch K 6epery u
IIOCMOTPH, KaKKe 3HaKu OCTaMCh TaM. Y Xacappa Ovl1o Masno BpeMenu. — Komangup
YXMBUIBHYJICS. — HO C 9TUM XUTpEeIoM HUYEero Hejlb3s CKa3aTh HaBepHSIKa.

BEI7I0 COBEPIIIEHHO SICHO, YTO OH oOpalraeTcs cKopee K cefe, YeM K CBOMM IOJYMHEHHBEIM, ¥ B €T0
CJI0Bax MPO3ByYaji0 HEBOIBHOE BOCXUILIEHHUE.

C Gepera goHeccs 4eii-To Kpuk. ConmaTsl MOMEHTaIbHO CXBAaTHJIUCh 3a OpyXKue. Bo3M0OXKHO, UX
IIPOTUBHUKM He HACTOJILKO BLIMOTAHHI, YTOOH coaThcs 6e3 604.

Conpatsl Tuca nepecekiu riay0OKuM ciiefl, OCTaBIeHHBIN JIOMKOM, U OCTAHOBUIIACH V TEJa,
JIeXKaBIIEero IUIOM BHU3. PyKU Tpyma MeJIeHHO IIeBeNINI0 TedyeHueM. Vi3 CIIMHEL, TOYHO MEeXIy
njevyaMu, Topyasia IJIMHHas cTpesna. He ux cTperna, 3To OBIJI0 BUAHO II0 TOIYORIM II0JT0CAM Ha



onepenuu. Liset dcens. ComgaTel MTHOBEHHO MPUOBUHYINCH APYT K OPYTY U Ha4alu OTIAABIBAThCS,
UIlla TPU3HAKY OBUKEHUS 06 IM30CTH. BeTep BecbMa KCTATH YTUX, ¥ BETKU KYCTOB U IePEBbEB
IIPEKpaTUJIi CBOY AUKUU TaHel. MyX4uHa, IEPBBEIM IIONOLIEAIINY K TeJly, YXBaTUJICS 3a IePEeBS3b U
C ycuueM BBHITAIIUII Teso Ha Geper. OH He cpa3y IlepeBepHYyI YOUTOTr0: ero ropasmo CUIbHee
3aMHTepecoBana CTpena.

— Hy? — Bompocun komaupup. — Kakoy u3 oTpsigoB CyMell HaC OIePenuTh?

— 39T0 He Haly, Munopa. — CIemonsIT IPOBEN HalblieM BOOJb CTPENEL. — [a, He IOBE3JI0 MapHIo.
Yropun Kypna He Hago. — CIeOOIBIT Ha CEKyHAY 3agyMaicsa. — Unu xe...

— THl ero 3xaemns?
Jloprx Jlaken HaKJIOHUJICS HUXKE, BCMATPUBASCh.
— He Mmory cka3aTb, MUJIOPA.

OOUIMMY YCUTTUSIMU CIIEOTBITY U OOHOMY M3 CONIAT YIalloCh IEPEBEPHYTH TEIO, U TPSI3HOe MePTBOe
JIMLI0 YCTABUJIOCH B HEDO.

— OH MHe He 3HakKoOM, Munopa. [Toxoxke, Kako#-To HoBoOpaHel. Ho mocMoTpuTe-Ka cioga. — Kpaem
ITPOMOKIIIETO IIJIallla OH CTep I'PsA3b C MPSXKKK Ha MOPTyIee youToro. Ha mpsxkKe BUTHEIOCH
n300paxkeHre 3HAaKOMOT0 JINCTa. — BOT 9TO MBI ¥ paHbIlle BUIEIIH.

— dcens! — Jlaken mepHYyn cebs 3a MOKpy0 6opony. — Ho Torma mouyemy oH morub oT pyKu
TOBapwuia?

CIemomnsIT moxKail IJie4aMu.

— Ha HeMm felicTBUTENbHO 3HaK fAceHs. He moHuMaw. MoxKeT, KTO-TO yKpaJsl CTPebl AceHs u
BOCIIOJIb30BaJICS UMH, 4YTOOBI COUTH HAC C TOJIKA?

OHM OTIYCTUJIU TEJIO0, U TOTYAC HEUTO, IIPSITABIIEECs B IOTOKE, CXBATHUIIO €TI0 U IEPHYJIO C TaKOu
cuyoii, uto oba conmaTa Tuca B cTpaxe OTCKOYUIIM Ha3af,.

— CMOTpI/ITe! — I'POMKO KPHUKHYIJI KTO-TO U3 COJIAAT, CTOABIINX BEIIIE Ha 68p€1"y.

Cy’MepKI/I CTPEMHUTEJIPHO CTYIIAJINCh, HO TYMaH Ha[ peKOfI BOPYT PACCTYIIUJICA, X BCE YBUOEIIN B
OTHOAJIEHUH JIOOKY, 3allyTaBIIYIOCSA B BOOOPOCIIAX. W3 nogku B BOOY BBIBAJIHUIIOCH TEIJIO.

Jlaken gaxke He LIEJIOXHYJICS: OH OB CIUINKOM yauBiieH. Ctpena Acens youna dcens? B
CerofHAIIHeN 0X0Te y4acTBOBasla He TOJIBKO JINYHAas rBapAaus TOU, KOMY OH CJIyXKUJI, HO U
IIPEeCTaBUTENN CeMbU cOexXKaBlIel KeHITUHEL. []a, CypOBHIM CyI — U HEOTBPATUMBIN, IyCTh U B TAKOU
raymmm. OTBaXKHbIM Xacapy... OH 0Ka3asics Xxpabpee Bcex, ¢ KeM Jlakeny MPUXOAUIIOCh BCTPedaThCs.
KomaHOoup NIpuKOCHYIICA K Kpalo IIJIeMa, CanioTysl, KaK CalloTyI0T IPaBUTEN0 — U LOCTOMHOMY
npoTuBHUKY. U Teneps Jlakeny cTano XOJIOOHO yKe He OT BeTpa. Ta, KoTopas fajia eMy 3TO CTPaHHOe
TIOpy4YeHMe, CKa3asa, YTO Y Hee eCTh CBOU CIIOCOOHI MPOCefuTh 3a HUM. [1o PeHaenmy Xomumu cinyxu,
Oy[aTO HEKOTOPHIE U3 €e CIIYT He MOX0XKHU Ha Jitofel. OmHaKO TaKue MBICTIU BCIIyX JIy4Ile He
BBICKA3EIBATh...

A Ha peke JI0Ka KPeHUJIACh U BUJISITIA, CJIOBHO K €e MHY IMPHUIETIUIICS KaKOH-TO rpy3. A TOTOM Bofa
BOKPYT Hee OellleHO BCKUIIeIa — ¥ CTOSIBIIKE Ha Oepery HeBOJIbHO HOMSTUINCE. PacCKaskl 0 TOM, YTO
MOKHO BCTPETHUTH B TTTyOuHE 31oBelnel TpsiCUHbL, 00BIYHO OBIBAJU IyTaloOIle KUBOMUCHBIMH.



HpeCHeI[OBaTeHI/I yBHUOEIIH, KakK II0 60pTy CKOJIb3HYJIa YeJIOBE€YEeCKad PYyKa: elle OOHO TeJIO OBLITO
M3BJIEYEHO M3 JIOOKH U MCYe3JI0 B Boge. He Bce moruOmu ot CTpelJI, KTO OBl UX HU BBIITYCTHII.

— T'ocmomu! V HOCa!

OHu He 3axwuranu Gakenos, HO HaJ JIONKOM CTOSITT OPE0JI MEPTBEHHO-0/IEIHOTO CBETA, B KOTOPOM BCE
ITPOMCXOAHUBIIIEE OBIIO OTYETIUBO BUAHO. JIaKesI He 3aMETHUJT Tejla JKEeHIIUHBI, HO PELINI, YTO OHa,
Oymyuu He TaKOM CUJIBHOM, KaK MYXKUMHEI, U K TOMY Xe o0OpeMeHeHHasl MlafeHIleM, yKe rorubsua u
Oblyla cCXBaueHa TOM TBaphlo, KOTOPas Teleph IOoXKKpasia BYX COIPOBOXKIABIINX €€ COIAaT.

OH 3acMesisicd ¥ TIOAHST PYKY B HACMEIUIMBOM IIPUBETCTBUY, afipeCcysl eT0 IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOMY
Oepery.

— YT0 X, TPSCUHHEIY HAPOQ, BEL CHITPAJIX CBOX POJIb, — TUXO IPOU3HEC OH. — MoXKeTe He
TOTOBUTHCS K 3alllUTe, IOTOMY YTO MEI HE BOIOEM C BaMU U CeTORHSI MBI He Ha oxoTe. [IpocTo y Hac
ObLJI0 €710, KOTOPOE BB, II0X02Ke, 3@ Hac chenany. Y Mul 61arogapuM Bac 3a 3TO0.

Ero mronu otctynanu. OHU OSATUNIKUCH, HE CBOLS IJIa3 C BOMHL, fepXka CTalb Har0TOBe B HaJeX[e, 9TO
UX MEYU U JIYKU YBUIAT TO, YTO IPSUETCS B peKe U MOXKeT B JII000M MOMEHT BHICKOYUTH Ha Oeper u
yTaIIUTh UX B YEepHYIO TNIyOuHY. ['Ta3a y HUX KOCUJIH, KaK y JIolafiel, KOTOPHIX 3aCTaBISAIOT UATH B
OTOHb.

KomaHpup moBEICHII TOJIOC.
— XBatut! O4eBHUIHO, UTO Clle[l 32aKOHUYHUJICS, U KTO OBl ero Hu 000pBajl, OH COCITyKIJI HaM CITyXk0y.

U Bce ke 0H He MOT U30aBUTHCS OT MBICITIEH O cTpesie fCeHsl, BOH3UBIIENCS B IIJI0OTh SCeHs.
TpsicCuHHBIN Hapog — 9TO OFHO, a CTpejla — COBCEM [pyroe. B oTnuyue 0T CBOUX IIOAUYNHEHHBIX,
Jlaken 3Han, 4YTO HA OOUH KOMaHOUDP [loMa He JOIMyCTUT MCIONb30BaHUS 3HAKa WU MEUYEHBIX CTPen
npyroro Jloma — mae [jisi TOTO, YTOOBI COMTH CO CJiefia IIOTOHIO.

[Tpu mBOpPE BENU CIIOXKHYIO UTPY, U B IIOCTIeAHEEe BPeMs XOAUJIO CIUIIKOM MHOT'O CJTyXOB O TaK
Ha3bIBAEMBIX OXOTHHKAX, YbH OTPSIOBI OBLIH BOOPYKEHHI CKOPee [/ BOGHHBIX BHIIA30K. Y
SICHEePOIHBIX BIIOJTHE MOTJIX OBITH MPHUYMHEI 171 TAKOTO pa3fgopa. KoponeBckuii pe0eHOK, pacTyIIUi B
TaitHOM yb6exwutre, 6yIb OH POKIeH KOPOJIeBOM UJIM MEHBIIIEN MaTePblo, — CJIUIIKOM I0POT0e
COKpoBHUIIE, 0co0eHHO a7y crmaberomiero Joma.

Ecnu Tak, TO ITaHBI ICHEPOAHBIX PYXHYJIH BOT TYT, Ha Kpato TpsicuHbl. U TyT XKe 3aKOHYHIICS My Th
ero coOCTBEHHOTO OTpsfa. Temeps OH CMOXKET I0JI0OKUTH 000 BCEM COBEPILIEHHO YECTHO, ¥ €T0
TIOBEJIUTENIbHULIE JOKJIaM IIOHPABUTCS.
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