I'maBa 0741, HebecHas napatormias [IyxoBHast 2KUIKOCTb, BCKOPe ObIIM KPUKH, TOHOCHUBIINECS
u3aneka, 1 KOpojieBa MypaBel U BCe TeHepasbl OTISTHYIUCh, U OHU AEWCTBUTEILHO YBUNEIU OBYX
YyeJI0BeUeCKUX IPEIKOB, €XaBIINX Ha OCJie, KOTOPHIH Obl riiyn u Oeran 6e3yMHO.

Ocen BeITISAHEN TJIyIIO, HO Ha OCJie OnlTa YXKacCawllad IeMOHUYeCKasd CHJIa, 1 BCe NEeMOHEI B Paguyce
OJECATKOB (I)YTOB BC€e IO CO3HATEJIbHO IMPEKJIOHNUIIN KOJIEHHU B IIOKJIOHEHWH, KOI'lda CTOJIKHYJIUCh C HUM.

YenoBek Ha ocClie, OEePKd B PYKadX OIUHHBIN, KpOBaBBIfI HOX, ITOZKHHAJI BCIO JOPOT'Y, TOJIEKO YTOOBI
YBUOETE €0 I'0JI0OBa KAaTUTCHA, IIPOCTO HEYOEPZKUMO.

"OTa meMoHUYeCKas Cuia... I04yeMy OHa Tak 3HakoMma!" HeCKOIbKO JeMOHUYeCKUX FeHepasioB
CTPaHHO CKa3alu.

MypaBbrHas KOpoJieBa HaXMypuiach U ckasasna: "Ocesl o 3TUM IIbefleCcTaloM AO0IkKeH OBITh TOTO
JKe BHIpPAIIMBaHUS, YTO U 5, U... HO y MOET'0 IEMOHUYECKOTO IJIEMeHU HeT OCJIMHOTO oTaenal”

Heckonpko TreHepasioB TaKXkKe OBLIH B 3aMellaTelbCTBE, OHU YYBCTBOBAJIK, YTO 3Ta JEMOHHUYECKaAAd
cuia Ovla 3HaKOMa, HO OHH H€ MOI'JIK BCIIOMHHNTB, KTO 3TO OBLII.

Bo3M02KHO, OHM BOOOIIE HE OCMENIUIUCh TaK JIyMaThb, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Kak Ma KOmoHT, oguH 13
mecst TuranToB I'opoma HebecHbIX [IeMOHOB, MOT IIPEBPATUTLCS B OCTIA.

[TouTu cpady xKe, KOpojieBa MypaBel OpOCHUICS K Hel, ee pyKU IIPeBPaTUIIUCh B IBa OTPOMHBIX HOXKaA
IeMOHa, HeTIOCPeOCTBEHHO pexXyIuXx B HanpasneHuu E Taubussl u Lluae Bansgs.

Ocern BHE3AIMHO MOOHS nepenHue Jiallbl U yoapuil JEMOHMYECKNMU KWHZKaJlaMU, 1 OBIIIO CITBIIITHO
TOJIBKO IIBa KJIaHa.

[Tocrne TOTrO0, KaK KOIIBITA OCJIa yIlajy, OH He 3aMeTHJI 0CJia ¥ CO BCel CHUJIoi mo0ekan B CTOPOHY
ropoga Tsaup HaHn.

HeckonbKo IeMOHOB I'eHepaJsioB, KOT{la OHU Cpa3y ke 3a0I0KUpoBaiy, HO ObIIM BEIOMTEI KOTIHITA
oclia, G6yuKauIIe, KOToa OHY yIIalu Ha 3eMJTI0, He B COCTOSSHUU MOTHSTHCS.

TIpoXomst MEMO JIareps [EMOHOB CpenHeil apMuu, e TAHbIE IPHTHYT X OGHEM YAapOM IPOH3HIT
brar meMoHa Hap JarepeM, IPU3eMIUBIINCH Ha OCJIa 110 JOpore, TPOMKO Kpuya: "MypaBbrHAsS
KOpoJieBa MepTBa, Tak 1moyeMy Obl BaM He CHAThCS KaK MOXKHO cKopee!".

Bcst apMust meMOHOB HaXOOWIaCh B COCTOSTHUY ITAaHUKHU, ¥ B3STHE T'OJIOBEI TeHepasa MPOTUBHUKA
Cpenu OecCsTH THICSY BOMCK OBIIIO eCTECTBEHHO HMIOKHUPYIOUIUM.

TonmpKO Ha 9TOT pa3 apMus eMOHOB He OBII0, KaK B MpebIayIel OUTBe, IPSMOM MapIIPYyT, B KOHIIE
KOHII0B, Ye Tianze OLLI0 BCEro IBa YejIOBEKa U OCIIUK.

Camoe riaBHOe, YTO apMUS J€MOHOB HaXOAWIacCh Ha MMKe CBOET0 BHICOYAMIIIEr0 MOPAaIbHOTO IyXa,
He TakK, Kak B IIPOIIJIbIA pa3, KOTfla OHa TOPOIMIach ¥ HEIIPEPHLIBHO TepIiesia opakeHus.

e TsiHbI3e HE cobuparcs mokonedaTs 60eBOM OyX apMUU HEMOHOB OTHUM CJIOBOM, BMECTO 9TOT'0 3TO
OBLIIO BCETO JIUIIL CeMS.

CokpallleHre 3HaMeHH CPeTHEr0 apMEeNCKOro Jlareps, o KpaHel Mepe, 3aCTaBUIIO TEMOHOB
IIOHSATh, HACKOJIBKO OH CHJIEH.



Korga oH Gpocuicst B CTOPOHY Topona TssHbHAHB, OH CIIy4aiHO yBupes, Kak Yamau it yberaet ¢
MUa3Mbl, 1 OHU YCTABUIKCh APYT Ha Apyra Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMs.

Ysmman IO mpocTo mepxKar ¢ co6oii BepmummrorHyto [ITHubio APpMHUIO, X He MOT IIOBEPHUTH, 4To He
TsHBI3e BEPHYIICS, U OH SIBHO OPOCHUJICS U3 apMUU IEMOHOB.

W, TOIBKO [BOE JIIOMeH, e3sT Ha TJIyIoM ocie!

"I'me mapa3uThs?" YBUAeB riynoe BelpaxeHnue YausH O, cupocun Ve TsHbI3E.

"TToxoxe, JIopn Bepmunnuosn [Itunia... moxoxe, Hanan Ha [Tosenutensa [Iemonos". Yaman O cka3an:
"MBI TOTOBUMCS CpaXaThCsl C HEMOHCKOM pacou o cmepTu!”

"Iyanb go cmepTu?" e TsiHbBI[3€ TIIATENIbHO IogyMaJl, ¥ B CBOeM CepAlle OH 3aKpuyall:
"HemeqnneHHO IPUHECUTE apMUIO U CJIeAyXTe 3a MHOU B ropop TsgHbHaHB!"

"Yro, BepHyJicsa B TenHanT Cutu?" Yswsn KOi nokayasn rojgosou: "HeT, ceryac eIUHCTBEHHBIN LIAHC,
CHJIa IPOTUBOSIAMS B HAC BOT-BOT MCUYE3HET, €CIU MHI BepHEMCH..."

"BosBpamaucsa co MmEOK!" e Tuan3e IIpepBal ero, ero B3TIsA0 He BEI3BIBAET COMHEHUU.

Ysmsn KO# Ovl oIIe10MITeH, HO O[T B3TJISIIOM IOHOIIK BO3HUKIIO OIIYyIIeHNE TOKOPHOCTH, HO OH HE
crai.

"V MeHs eCTh CIIOCO0 MMeTh [eJI0 C MypaBbHHHIME connaTamu”. Me TuaH3e CKa3all.

Kak TonpKO OH ychbiman 970, YamsH FO, He cKa3aB HU CJIOBa, Cpa3y XKe MpuKa3al BepMuibony
[TTuybero neruoHa BEpPHYTHCS B TOPOM, ¥ UHIIUAEHT CO CPYOTIEeHHBIM IeMOHUYECKUM O0€BBIM (j1aromM
TOJIBKO YTO BHIMTPas BpeMs, 4To0s BepMunbon [ITHYLEr0 IeTMOHa BEPHYJICS B TOPOL,.

K Tomy BpemMeHU, KaK MypaBbHMHAs KOpOJjeBa Ieperpynnuposanack, [ITuunn neruoH BepMmunbosa
nocnenoBan 3a E TsHblle ¥ 0TCTynuI 00paTHO B ropoy TsSHbHAHE.

"IIpoknaTtbe!" MypaBbrHas KOpojieBa OTpearupoBaja, 3TU ABa KOMBITa TOJIBKO YTO Jajld X YKaCHYI0
IoragKy, HO OHa He OCMeJIuIach 3asBUTh 00 3TOM.

WHaue Bcst apMus Obiia OBl B 3aMeIIaTETbCTBE.

"BapabanHas mpo0Os, aTaka!" MypaBbuHas KOpPoJieBa IIpUKa3aa.

Bo rnaBe ropopa TaubHaHb E TsHBI3€ TOCMOTpEI Ha IOYTH ITapajii30BaHHBIM TOPOL, HAXMyPUIICI U
ckaszam: "UYamaH IO, caguch Ha MATTI ¥ OTIPABIANCS K I0KHOY I'paHULle U CKaXX¥ BEepMUJUIMOHHOU
ITUIE, YTO 5 emle XKuB"!

Ysmsn O 3amep Ha MecTe, youBuacs: "l[ITuila-BepMUNIUOH, UOH... UOK...".
"TToTopomuce!" Me TuaH3e ckasal.

TTocne Toro, Kak UsmaH FO# ymen, He Taaspnze mayn Ykao MUHIH, KOTOPHIH yIIaa Ha 3€MITIO B
ropope, u cka3san: "[logHuMancs, He Uurpal Co MHOW MEePTBBIM".

"Th1... "UKao MUHTTIU TYT Ke MIOSHAJICA U OTJIIHYJICSI Ha BETEPAHOB, [IOCMOTPEJ B 3aMeIIaTe/IbCTBO,



YOUBUBIINCE, KaK 3TOT IIaPEHb MOZXKET OBITh TAKUM OCprIM".

"ThI, OTpOObE, HE IPUHUMAEIID JIEKapPCTBa, S IPUTBOPSAIOCE MEPTBEIM, & THL MEHS OCTaHaB/IMBaEllb."
YKao0 MUHTIIY BRITTIALEN HE 0YeHb XOPOLIIO.

"TlpurnsappiBay 3a HUM, 3aCTaBb €r0 CTOSATH B TOPOJE, ECIY OH OCMENUTCS CHOBa IPUTBOPUTHLCS
MEPTBHIM, TIPOCTO OTPEeXKb ero!" ITocne Toro, kKak Me TsHBL3€ 3aKOHYUIT TOBOPUTh, OH IMOBEPHYJICA U
yIIETN.

Yka0 Muunmu YCTaBHUJICA KPDOBABBIMHU I'JIa3dMH, HE 2KeJlad IIPOTJIOTUTh I;Ie TsaHbII3€, OH IIOBEPHYVYII
TOJIOBY U 06Hapy}KI/IH, YTO BETEPAHLI TO2K€E YCTAaBUIIMCh Ha HEr0 KPOBABEIMHU I'Jla3aMU, KOI'la OH CPa3y
Ke CTall 4eCTeH.

"Barme [IpeBOCXOIUTENLCTBO, YTO HaM Temeph fenath?" Bce BeTepaHs! cMoTpeny Ha HMe TsnbIe.

"Bepute opyxue U TpaxauTtech!" He Tuanse He OTJISHYJICA Ha3a[ U OTIPaBUJICS NPSIMUKOM B TallHOE
IIapCTBO.

BeTepaHs! Toxke OBITA B SPOCTH, XOTS U He MOHKMMaUH, 3a4yeM E TsaHbI3e X0Tell, YTOOh OHU
BEPHYJIUCH 3aIUIIATh TOPOL BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI UATHU Ha AY3Jb, HO BCE OO A0 3TOTO0, He OBII0
MecTa, YTOOBI BCE IIEPEBEPHYTh.

"I'poxoT rpoxora".

I'nmaBHas dpMus 1eMOHOB, HAKOHEI], IBUHYJIACh, 1 BEChk TOPOL TsHbHaHB OpoXKalJl, C 3p031/IeI;I
MYPaBBHUHEBIX COJIJAaT BHYTPHU U I'JlTaBHAA apMHUA NEMOHOB aTaKOBaJla CHAPYZXKH.

Haxe BeTepaHsl Bepmunbouuoro [Ituysero JlernoHa, mpolenie Yepe3 COTHIO CpaxkeHuH,
YyBCTBOBAJIU ce0s1 HEYIOTHO.

"Bce KOHYEHO, KOHYEHO... 9TO MaJIeHbKOe YyAOBHIIEe, YTO 3a CyMacClleAluu... "Yxkao MuHrim
3allaHMKOBAJI U BCTAJl Ha BeplUKWHe ropofa, bor 3HaeT, moyeMy ero He KOCHyJIach Mua3Ma'.

Ho nBoe BeTepaHOB, OXpaHABIINX €70, BOSHEHABUOEIM 3T0, U YKao MUHIM HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO eCIU
OH OCMEJIUTCS IOIIEBEINTh MHIIIIaMHU, TO 3TH [IBa BeTepaHa Pa30pBYT €r0 Ha KYCKH.

OHu He X0Tenu CMOTPETHh Ha HEro, Heyga4vHuK, OHU IIPOCTO XOTEJIN JIpaTbCSI!

Bupgs, kak dpMus IEMOHOB IIal' 3da IIaroM, OYXOBHAA 3HEPIrud B BET€PaHaX BCe OBIIIO 3AJIUTO B UX
OpyZHue, HO TOJIBKO TOI'mad, BETEPAH BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK APO2KAT €ro PYKH.

"Hudero xopo1ero... Cuia NpOTUBOSIAUS IIPOBaIUiack..." OT4assHUe IPOABUIIOCH Ha JIULlax
BETEPaHOB.

"Bce KOHYEHO... Ha 9TOT pa3 BCe NeUCTBUTEILHO KOHUYEHO". YKao MuHIIM roppKo cka3asn: "Kak g
IIOIIAJICS Ha JIOBYIIKY 9TOT0 ITapHs, Kak ..."

"3aTKHUCD, ¥ €CJIU THl CKaXellh ellle XOTh CJI0BO, 51 Te6s oTpexy!" [[Boe BeTepaHOB TaKXke
YyBCTBOBaIH ce0s I1JI0XO0.

IyxoBHast 3HEPrusl MOTJia 6JI0KMPOBaTh MHA3My TOJILKO Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, ¥ yeM 0oJbllle OHU
MICII0JIb30BaJIU CBOIO JYXOBHYIO SHEPTHIO [J1s ee OJIOKMPOBaHUS, TeM ObLICTpee OHa Ilapaln30Bajia Ux.

Ho oHM mOmXKHEBI OBLIH 60pOTbC5{, fHazxe eCilii OHU COXPaHUJIKM CBOM ITOCJIE€OHNE CUJIBI, OHU OOJIZKHEI



ObLIM OTpe3aTh rOJIOBY AeMoHa!
"MépTBHIN... Kakou ciabak!" [Tapanu3oBanHblil TaH TIHBIBI0HL Ha 3eMiie OB IIOJIOH HeXKelaHus.

OH mocMoTpen Ha Hebo, 0UeHb HafesiCh, UTO YyHO MIPOU30UET MPSIMO ceidac, IOTOMY YTO HEOXOTHO,
OYeHb HEOXOTHO.

"Tlo3pHUY CBATOW MMIIEPaTOp, eC/IM Thl BOUCTUHY Ha HebOecaX, eC/Iu Thl BOUCTUHY Ha Hebecax, TO...
IIPOSIBU CBOU OyX, ecnu ropop Tssas Han paspyies, 4..." - monuincs Tan Tsaap L[310Hb B CBOEM cepfle.

BHe3anHo, Karnsg BOIH IIpU3eMIINJIaCh Ha €TI0 JINIIO0, © OHa MI'HOBEHHO CJIMJIaChk B €TI0 TeJIO,
r[apanmyfomeﬁ CHUIIBI MHA3MEI, IIOCTEIIEHHO MCYe3JIa, U OyX 3HEePIruu, KOTOpas Onlta 3aMOpPOZXKEHa,
HayaJl BCIJIECK, XOTS ¥ MEeJJIEHHO, OH IeiCTBUTEILHO BOCCTaHABINBAETCS.

"MOXKET JId... MOXKET I OBITh... 4TO mpuop CesaTou MiMmepartop, npuop Cesitoir mnepaTop...
IerCTBUTENbHO... [IpaBaa... Manudect?" TaHr TIHBYKYH TOCMOTPeEN Ha Hebo.

Bue3zamnHo ¢ HeOa BhIIan AperyIommi oK ob, KOTOPHIM ITOPa3uil Jitofel U ObIJT MTHOBEHHO
TIOTJIOIIEeH MX TeJIaMH, ¥ OTYasBIIMECS BeTepaHbl BAPYT 00HAPYKUIIH, YTO MHA3Ma MI'HOBEHHO
pacTasiia Iof MPOJIUBHEIM TOXKIEM.

Y UYxao MuHIIK Ha €ro TeJlo TaKxe Nafajay Kaljau JOX[s, OH co0upasl HEMHOT0 ¥ 00IM3bIBal UX Ha
KOHYMKE s13bIKa, YCTaBUBLINCH HA HUX: "[IyX... KUOKOCTh gyxa!ll"...

Penxkwii, merkuii Joxkab OLICTPO MIPEBPATUIICS B APEeHQYIOMUN TUBEHb, KOTOPHEIN 00PYIIUIICS Ha BECh
ropop Tsiub Haub, Mua3Ma IOCTENEHHO paccesiyiach, U KUAKOCTh Oyxa coOpalia TyMaH, KOTOPBIX
IIPOCOYMIICS B YeJIOBEUEeCKHE Tejla, PACCerBast TapaIu3yIOLUIyI0 CUITy MHA3MEbI.

Jlromu mon3any U3 3eMJIM, CMOTPEIH Ha CIleHy Iepell HUMU HeCKPOMHO, U, KpoMe Yxkao MuHH, Maso
KTO 3HaJl, 4TO 3TO OblJIa KUAKOCTD IJIS OyXa.

[TocKOMBKY KUOKOCTD IJIsT yxa Oblla Y4eM-TO, YTO IIPOM3BOAMUIIOCEH TOJIBKO B TartHOM LlapcTBe
Bepmunnuonos [ITuil, ToabsKo Te cynepcekThl B UmnepaTopckoM LlapcTse [IpakKOHOB MOTIN
HaCJIaXXJaThCsI STHUM.

OHM TOJIBKO ITOYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK X OKPOIIUIIA 3TUM [0KAEM, OHU YCIIOKOUIIUCH, U
yCTaJIOCTh OT IIPEeAbIAy1eil OUTBH OblJIa CMBITA.

"Xaxaxa, HeOeca OTKPHIIY I'7la3a, He0eca HaKOHEI-TO OTKPHIIY r'a3a!" BeTepaHbl KpUdamu.

"V6eiiTe, yOelTe BCEX 9TUX IIPOKISATHIX MypaBbUHHIX coypaT!" JIromu MOgHUMAIOTCSI, CMOTPST
KPOBaBO-KpPaCHBIMH T'Jla3aMy, YOMBAIOT MypaBbUHBIX COJIIAT.

TeMm He MeHee, TIpexXfe YeM OHU MOTJIM CHesaTh YTo-11u00, CTpalllHas BOIHA BJIACTH U3/Iydala 4epes,
Y TBICSIYM COJIIAaT MypaBLEB, IPSIMO Y HUX Ha TJla3ax, B30pPBaJICs.

O6pa3oBaBiIasics Mra3Ma pacijiaBUiiach B OQHO MTHOBEHHE.

"YT0 Cny4unocs... 4to?" Kurtenu TenHanT CUTH, OlllapallleHHbEIE, CMOTPENIX Ha MECTO NIPECTYIIeHUS
nepen HAMH.
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