MaxkcMaH Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi 3aKpHhIJI I'Jla3a ¥ 3aAyMasics. Bcero 3a CeKyHAy OH MOAyMall 0 MHOTHUX
Belax. Yarrm BeCOB B €TI0 T0JI0Be IIOCTOSHHO HAKJIOHSIIUCH TO B OOHY, TO B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY. OH
HUKOTA He [yMaJl TakK I'Iy0oKo u OBICTPO 3a TaKOM KOPOTKUI IPOMEXKYTOK BpeMeHH. MakCMaH
HAKOHEI OTKPHIJI I'1a3a.

“f1...” MakcmaH OTKpPBLI POT.

Ou mor BuneTh Cy XeHa nepef coboii. ['0710c CHH3Y BCe ellle BRI3BIBa/ Y HETO TOJIOBOKPYKEHUE.

W B TOT caMBlif MOMEHT.

Yro Xk, Torga. 1 mymalo, 4TO BCe BhI, pebsiTa, Mpeanoysnu Ob yMepeTh 3[ECh.

KpyTs, KpyTh.

MaxkcMaH IIPUHSI CBOE PEeIleHue.

”

"Borickal..

On TIIOBEPHYIJICSA BCEM TEJIOM U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha COJIaarT.

“Youpaemcs u3 3aMka! Ceriuac-xke!” OH BJIOXKUJT Maruio B CBOM rojioc U 3akpudan. Ero romgoc 6wt
110710H cuJibl. Ero 6eCroK0#CTBO MOJTHOCTHIO UCUYE3TIO.

UM 310 OBLIIO BOCCTAaHHE TIPOTHUB BBICIINX YJIEHOB KOPOJIEBCTBA, KOTOPEI€ ITPUKA3BIBAIIA CHU3Y.

[TeI mpemaenIs KOPOIeBCTBO?]

HpOHSI/ITeHLHLIﬁ T'O0JIOC ITIOTPsAC 3aMOK. MakcMmaH IIPpEe3pPUTEIIbHO IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3 M CKa3all.

“Hacrosimuil conpaT HUKOTOA He YyBCTBYeT ce0sl HeyBePEeHHBIM B HadalbCTBe,” - CKa3aJsl OH.
“HacTosmuii conmaT YUTaeT BHIPaXKeHHe JIIla ToOmYrnHeHHOT0. OcoOeHHO, eCiy IeHa - JKU3Hb JII0IeH,
TYT X IyMaThb He 0 4eM.”

[TpuunHa, IO KOTOPOIi OH TepecTas 6eCIOKOUTLCS, OblIa pocTa. ATO OB IPOCTOM BOIPOC. Beck
HEeCKOJIbKO pPa3 OPOTHYIH, ¥ BCKOPe OH HaKpPeHWJICs BOOK. Pa3Hulla B Bece OblIa COBEPIIEHHO
o4yeBHJHA. MaKCMaH He COOMPAJICS BHIIOTHSITH IPUKa3 HavyaJIbHUKA, KOTOPHIHA ObITT CMEPTHBIM
TIPUTOBOPOM IJISE COJIAAT.

Ecnu 1B 3TO cOenaens...



Tpeck, Tpeck.

Kp3kK, Kp3kK.

3aMOK Hadan TPSACTUCH, U KaKasi-TO TEMHAsA SHEPIud IMOTEKJIa CKBO3b CTEHHI. MakcmaH ObI YOUBJIEH
" OTTECHHUIJI COJIgaT.

4 yObio Bac BCEX.

Yyyyym.

“Berute! 2Kuso!” - MakCMaH 4TO-TO II0YYBCTBOBaJI ¥ 3aKpUyall.

ConpmaThl TOXKe OBITM BCTPEBOXKEHEL. TeM BpeMeHeM CTPOM HapYIIUIICS, TI03TOMY OHU 6exXasu Tak
OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOTJIH.

“B-6erute!”

“YoupaiiTech u3 3amMka!”

“Brictpee! BricTtpee!”

ComnpaTel Ha4Yaay OBUTATLCS B UI€aJIbHOM IIopsAOKe, SHEPTUiA U3 CTEHEI Hadajla CTPEJIATE.

Bbax, 6ax, 6ax!

Bxyyx!

CoTHU THICSY JIE3BUM KONUY 00PYIIUINCh Ha COMAAT.

MaxkcmaH OBICTPO IIPUMEHUIT CBOIO Maruio, HO OH He MOT HaKPHITh BCEX COJMIAT TOJILKO CBOEM CUJIOM.

“Heyxenu yxKe CIULIKOM IMO3OHO?..” - 3aAyMa’siCs OH.

Bxuk!

B 3TOT MOMEHT OI“pOMHI::IfI II0ZKapP OXBATHJI CTEHEL 3dMKa.

Tpeck.



}Kapa BTOPI'JIAaCh B KPEIIOCTh. Bonna ZKapa, Ka3aJioCh, MOT'JIa CXKEYb ITJIOTh. K cuacTsio, YEepHEBIE
KOIIbs, KOTOPEIE CTPEJIAIN B COJIAQAT, OBLIH YHUYTOXKEHLL OTHEM.

“Y-yTto 3a?..” - [IpobopmoTan MakcMaH.

“Tel 3mech rnaBHbI?” - Cpocun Cy XeH.

MaxkcMmaH noBepHyJ ronoBy K Cy XeHy, Korfa ychblinan ero rojnoc. OH gyMmar, 4To 3TOT ITapeHb OB
€r0 Bparom, HO OH CIaC UM JKU3HHU.

“ThHI cenan Xopouuit BEIOOP. YXomu, OBICTPO,” - CIIOKOWHO cKa3an Cy XeH.

“ITouemy?..” - Copocun MakcMaH.

“IlprurHa ceridyac He BaxkHa. CHavasa TH HOJXKEH BLIKHUTh, BEPHO?”

Cnosa Cy XeHa Oblni BepHBI. [Tpexk/ie BCero, CaMbIM BasKHBEIM OBIIIO BHIXKUTL. OH HE XOTeJI, YTOOR
TBICSTYM COJIIAT IOTHOIHM M3-3a €T0 TJIYIOCTH. MaKCMaH KUBHYIT U KPUKHYL.

“Nonamnbn!”

”Ha, Csp!n

“BrIBeIUTE BCEX COMIAAT U3 3aMKa U Oerute ceruac-xe. OcTajbHOe I OCTABJIAIO Ha Ballle
yCMOTpeHUe,” - CKoMaHoBal MakcMaH.

“Yro, cop? YTo BH uMeeTe B BUAY, cap?” - Cupocun [JoHAbA.

“Twl cnbillian MeHs! 2KUBO BHITONHATH! ¥ Hac HeT BpeMeHu!”

3aMeCcTUTesNb KOMaHaupa [ oHanb BCTPIXHYJICSA BCEM TEJIOM U KMBHYI. Kak ¥ cKa3an Makcmas,
BpeMeHu He Ob10. Cy XeH 6JI0KMpOBaJl, HO yIpo3a ellle He hcue3sa.

“Berute! [TokunyTh Kpenocts! 2Kuso!” - Kpuknyn [loHasbL.

OH Hayas pyKOBOOUTH cojifaTaMu. OH [OJITOe BpeMs OTBedaJl 3a CoJifaT BMecTe ¢ MakCcMaHOM.

Cy XeH cka3saJ1, Habomas 3a yOeraoIiMy COIIaTaMHu.



“IToueMy Ovl TeOe HE TOUTHU?”

“¢l Xo4uy yBUOETh CBOMMH TJIa3aMu, OBIIO JTM MO€e CYyXK[eHue MMPaBUIbHEIM,” - OTBETUTT MaKCcMaH.

“THI BCe ellle TyMaellb, YTOo 51 Mory ObITh Bparom?” - Cipocun Cy XeH.

“Bo3MoxkHo... HET... Ia,” - MeOJIeHHO OTBeTHJI MaKcMaH.

MakcMaH chenaj BEIOOP, HO OH ellle He ObLI YBEPEH B 3TOM. B TOT MOMEHT OH [iyMasl, YTO CIlaCeHHe
coJgat OBIJIO MMPABUJIBHLIM PeIllleHHuEeM, U OH He moxKasesn 00 aToM. OgHaKo Heo0X0mUMO OBIIO0
IIPOBEPUTH, KTO Takou Cy XeH.

“¢l bnaropmapeH 3a TO, YTO cliac conpaT. Kak HadanbHUK, S MOAyMaJl, YTO JIy4ille IPUHATH Bally
CTOPOHY, YeM TOTO HErofsisi, KOTOPHIY MprKa3al BCeM coiigaTaM yMepeTh. Ho...”

MaxkcMmaH 3aKphlJl I'la3a, CHOBA OTKPHLI U MTPOMOIKUI TOBOPUTS.

“¢l He MOTY MCKJTIOYUTH HU OIHOM BO3MOXKHOCTH. f HUKOIMa He BUpeln Te0s paHblle. MUTak, ecnu Moe
pelieHye ObII0 HEIPABUILHEIM. .. I BO3bMY OTBETCTBEHHOCTH Ha ce0s.”

910 OBIn0 TOHATHO. Cy XeH ObIJT 4eJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOTr0 OH HUKOTZIa PaHbllle He BUMEN, 0COOEeHHO OH
BTOPICs B KPEMOCTh. BBINIO TPyOHO moBepuTh, 4TO Cy XeH ObIT Ha ero CTOPOHE, [laXKe eCIIU OH CIlac
ux. [To kpaiiHeu Mepe, MakcMaH ITogyMas, YTO eMy Hy2KHO IIPOBEPUTh CUTYaIHI0 KaK
OTBETCTBEHHOMY YEJIOBEKY.

“HeBaxHo. [lenan, 4To x04ellp,” - cka3aj Cy XeH.

['poxoT, rpoxor.

CreHnI coTpsicanuch Bce rpomue u rpomue. Cy XeH npupan [I1aMeHr HEMHOTO OOJIbIIE Maruu.
Marusg JIuuya u Cy XeH npoposxKasa CTaJIKUBaThCS.

'9Tto Moryo OBl MEHS HallyraTh,” - MOAyMaJl OH.

Bribop MakcMaHa B OTHOIIEHHWHM T'0JI0CA, KOTOPBIA IPHIEST CHU3Y, OblT yoauusiM i Cy XeHa. Ecimu
O MaKCMaH peIna 0CTaThCs U aTakoBaTh Cy XeHa, y Hero He Ob1y10 BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak cOexkaThb OT
copar.

OH He OBII YBEPEH, 49TO OBIIIO 10O KPEIOCThIO. Ho He3aBHCHUMO OT TOTO, YTO TaM OBIJIO, €CIIH COJIgAThI
OCTaJIuCh, OH HE MOT OBITD OIIPOMETYHBBEIM B BBI60pe X0oa Ujiin 00s.



‘TIOCKONBKY OH IPUHSI TPYLHOE pelleHue...” - mogyMan Cy XeH.

BxuK, B:KUK.

“¢ mymaro, pellieHre, KOTOPOe g IPUHSI, He ObLIO HelpaBUIbHEIM.

Cy XeH 061oKupoBas Bce CTeHH KpernocTtu [InameHeM. Kpome TOro, oH KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CBOIO CUILY U
COCPeNOTOYMIICS Ha TOM, UYTOOH He cxkeub conpmaT. C Marued u KOHI[EHTpalel, KOTOpkle ObIA
M3pacxofoBaHEl B IpoIiecce, ObIJIO TPYAHO CIIPABUTLCS, fake HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH IIPEBOCXOHO
KOHTPOJIXPOBaJ Maruio.

M MakcmaH, KOTOPHIY CTONKHYICSA ¢ caMuM Cy XeHOM, MOT 3TO 3HaTh. MakCMaH TakxXke ObIn
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIYA MOT KCIO0JIb30BaTh Maruio. [lonroe BpeMs Cy XeH KOHIEHTPUPOBAJICA U
6mokupoBan maruio JInda. Korma on ybemuncs, 4To BCce CONMOATH MOKUHYIN 3aMOK, OH, HaKOHEII,
OTyIIuI cBoe [Inamsda.

“Xyy.” - OH B3OOXHYIL.

[Tpomuwno MHOTO BpEMEHH C TeX I0P, KaK OH MCII0JIb30Bajl TaK MHOTO Maruu. XoTs ero Koabduiment
Maruu yBenuuuics 3a HOCIeqHUY I'ofl, KOHEYHO, OBUI Ipeert.

Ha ero ycranom nutie BeICTynwI noT. Cy XeH Ces U OTIsiesiCst BOKDYT.

'‘OH TOXe ycTan?’

JIud, KOTOPHIH cpaxascs yKe HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsl, ToxKe IlepecTall BEICBOO0XKaTh CBoo cunny. Cy XeH
ObL1 OnarofapeH 3a 9T0, Y Hero OBUIO BpeMsl IEPEBECTH AyX.

“Thl mecTBUTENBbHO He yimemb?” Cy XeH CIIPOCHUI ellle pa3, YToOhl IIOOTBEPAUTD, IpeXkie YeM OH
BCTas: “f Gosnblile He MOTy Te0Os 3aluInaTh.”

"¢ Mory 3aImuTUTh cebs1,” - ckazan MaKcMaH.

“410 X... 4 TaK He gymaro...” - orBeTun Cy XeH.

“He Bonmyiics. 4 He Oymy yMOJATh 3alluIaTh MeHs. Kak 3memHuii KOMaHaup, s HOIKEH BUAETh, YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT B MOEU KPEmocTu.”

OH OBITT HETIPEKJIOHHLIM ¥ VIPSIMBIM YeioBeKoM. Cy XeH 3aaBajics BOIIPOCOM, KaK TaKOW YeJI0BeK
MOT TIPHUHSTDH PelIeHre IPOTUB KOPOJIEBCTRA.



'HaBepHOe, OH Tak 3a60TUTCS O conpaTax.’

MaxkcmaH OBII XOPOIIUM KOMaHIUPOM. biaromapst eMy 9T0 UCIIBITaHKWE CTajl0 HAMHOT'O IIPOIIIe.

‘Tereph yxXe nopa 3aKaHYUBaTh.’

TyK, TYK.

On CTPSAXHYII IIBIJIb CO IITAHOB U BCTAJl.

MakcMaH TOXKe BCTall ¥ 00HAXKHUII CBOW Med.,

“Torpga morwny,” - cka3an Cy XeH.

“Thl coOMpaeuIbCs YUTH B moaBan?”

“Ila,” - otBeTUs Cy XeH.

“¢l BO3bMYy MHUIIMATUBY Ha cebsi. CrnenyiiTe 3a MHOM.”

MakcMmaH, XOopouio 3HABIIHMN YCTpOI;ICTBO KPEIOCTH, OTCTYIIHUII B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI IIPOBOOUTH €T0.

“Tebe 1 He HYKHO 9TOTO AeJiaTh.”

Kpak!

Cy XeH ymapusl Me4oM B TI0JI, KaK ¥ B II€PBbIH pa3. 3aTeM OH BBeJI CBOIO Maruio ¥ Hayas JIoOMaTh 0.

BXuK, BXKHK.

Tpeck.

MakcMmaH YOUBIJIEHHO 3aKpH4adll, OTJIAOBIBAsACh Ha Cy XeHa, KOTOpBIfI co6upanc5{ CJIOMaTh KPEIIOCTh 1
CITYCTUTBCSA BHUSI.

n

“Kak TBI CMeelllb TIoMaTh KPEIMoCTh!..

“Y Hac HeT BpeMeHU XOOUTh BOKPYT Aa 0KoJjo,” - cka3an Cy XeH.



“Ho...”

“Ecnu MBI He TIOTOPOIIMMCSI, BCE COJITATH MOTYT IOTUOHYTh.”

B otBeT Ha cnoBa Cy XeHa MakcmaH 3akpbUl poT. ConpaThl MOTYT OTHOHYTE. [I719 MakcMaHa He
Ov110 HUYero 6omee 3¢GEeKTUBHOT0, YeM 3TO, U [eJI0 ObIJIO He TOIBKO B TOM, UYTOOH 3aCTABUTh €T0
3aKpHITH POT.

Tpeck, rpoxor.

[Ton Havan pa3pymarbcsa. Cy XeH CIPHITHYJI BHU3 U IIOCMOTPeSI Ha MakcMaHa. [Tagass, Makcman
CIIOKOMHO 3aMepnuics. OH He 0c0OeHHO U3y4all MaTruio, HO Y Hero OB TOBOJIbHO OTJIMYHEBIE
(bu3nvecKre HaBLIKHU.

‘XM... OH J0BOJIbHO XOpOIL.'

Y MakcmaHa OBUIM XOpOIlIe Marudeckue ClIoCOOHOCTH, HO OH ObIJI MEYHUKOM, Y KOTOPOTO ObINTK
ropaspo nyuime ¢prusndeckue cnoco0HOCTH. OH MOXKET OBITh CpaBHUM C JIMUOM, C KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO
yTo cpaxascs Cy XeH. ITo kpaiiHell Mepe, OH He OymeT 00y30ii.

CBucr.

XpycT, XpyCT.

Cy XeH croMar 10J ellle HeCKONbKO pa3. CIyCTUBIINCH BHU3, OHU HaKOHeI] 0Opasuch 10 TEMHOI0
non3eMerbsi. CBeTa He ObUTO0. [IeHCTBUTENBHO, GBIIO TEMHO. JTO OBIJIO HE TOJIBKO IOTOMY, UTO HE
OrLI0 cBeTa. BOKpyT BUTaIa KaKas-TO SHEPTUs. ITO OUIa OYE€Hb TOCK/IMBAS SHEPTHUS, U OHA MOTJIa
Iaxke CTEPETh 3aTXJIBIN 3alax MOA3eMeJIbsl.

“Yt0 9T0 3a MecTo?..” - mpobopMoTan MakCcMaH.

OH HUKOT[la paHbllle He BUJEN 3TOr0 MeCTa - HEOXKUAAaHHOCTh, IIOCKOJIBKY OH TaK XOPOILO 3HaJl
nmon3eMenbs KpenocTu. OHO COCTOSIIIO U3 TIOPEM [JIs TPEITHUKOB UITH OJIS COMAAT, COBEPIITUBIINX
npaBoHapyiieHus. Ho aTo Mecto 6110 He [yis 3Toro. Ilog3eMernbe, 0 KOTOPOM 3Han MakcMaH,
HaXOOHUJIOCh HAaJl 9THM MECTOM. ITO MECTO OBIJIO ITOJI3eMeJIbeM IOI3eMeJIbs.

MaxkcmaH, KOTOPBIY OBII TJIaBO# KPEIOCTH, HUKOTIa He 3HaJI O CYIIeCTBOBAHUYU 3TOTO MECTa.

“Beperucs. He gBuraiics,” - ckasan Cy XeH.

OH OBICTPO CXBAaTHUII MakKCMaHa 3a IJIe40, KOTrfa TOT COOMpAICS CHeaTh IIar BIepes,.



“TBost MomBIKKa OyHeT oTpe3aHa.”

)y »

MakcMmaH YOUBIIEHHO OTJIAOEJICA. COTHM U THICSIUM JIe3BUM OBININ Pa3JI0ZKEeHEI Ha II0JIy. Onn
N3BUBAJIUCH U 6p0)Z[I/IJ'II/I I10 II0JIY, KaK 2KUBLIE. 9T0 OBIIO He 0OLIYHOE OpyxXKue. 9T0 OBLIH KJIMHKY,
coeJlaHHbI€ KaKMM-TO Marun4eCKuM crrocobom.

“9T0 04eHb 110X0. TH MOXKEIIb NOIIAaTUTLCSA 3a MIPeJaTelbCTBO.”

TeHDb 4YeNnoBeKa MOSBUIACh C XUXNKaHbEM.

“IIpemaTenscTBO, MO 3afHUILA. {1 He JyMaro, 4YTO KTO-TO, ONyPaueHHBIA OPYTUMU, MOXKET
HUCII0JIb30BaTh TaKue cJoBa.”

JIny, KOTOpPHIM cMOTpen Ha MakcMaHa, moBepHyJics nuiioM K Cy XeHy, KakK Oy[ITO ero cjioBa
3aCTaBUJIK €T0 YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s I1JI0XO0.

“OTKyza Tl TaKOU B3sJICA?” - TUXO CIIPOCHUIT JIny.

“d comyctuncs ¢ Heba. UToOn yOuBaTh TakuxX yOII0OKOB, Kak Thl,” - cka3an Cy XeH.

9T0 He coBceM OBLIIO BpaHbeM. EMY IPHIIIOCh MPUUTH CIOfIa, YTOOB! IPOUTH UCIBITAaHHE. YTOOH
HOeanbHO 3aBEPILINTh UCIBITAHUE, HY2KHO 3aBEPIIUTh HECKOJILKO 3TaloB.

W, BO3MOXKHO, IIOCIeOHUM 3TAIlOM B 3TOM HUCIILITAHUU 6y11eT JInu rnepen HUM.

“THI IBEITAEIILCS CHIIPaTh KaKOro-To reposd?” - Cropocun JIuy.

“Tsl TONMBKO 4TO CKa3zan "repou"?" Cy XeH HaxMypun OpoBU Ha Bompoc JInya u cka3an: “Crenu 3a
CBOUM SI3BIKOM. OTO CJI0BO. MHe OHO He OYeHb HpaBUTCA.”

Haxwmute «Crnacubo» u MHe CTaHET HaMHOTO IIPUSATHEE IEPEBOAUTS Mg Bac ciemyiolye riaBHl.
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