Kap, kap!

[To3mHO HOYBIO B JIeCy 3aKpHyasia CTPAHHOT0 Bua nTuila. [Ipu 6nuxaiiieM pacCMOTPEHUH OHA
MOTJIa KpA4yaTh, KaK BOPOHA, HO TaKKe BHITJISIfleNIa KaK roIy0b CMeIIaHHON ITOPOMHL.

Yto 651 970 HU 68UT0, Cy XeH BCTal C TOTO MeCTa, The oH cupmell. OH MOT BULETh 3aMOK,
BO3BBIIIAOIINNACS Ha PACCTOSTHUH.

‘JTOTr0 MOCTATOYHO MIJIs TepepHIBa...’

On M3pacxogoBajl AOBOJIBHO MHOT'O Marvu II0CJI€ Pa3pyIIeHuda TeX Bpar.

Cpasy nocne atoro Cy XeH pemwrun oTCTynuTh. OH PeIus, YT0 Hepa3yMHO BPHIBATLCS B 3aMOK,
HUYero He 3Hasl.

“Ceiigac caMoe moaxopsiiee BpeMs.”

He60 cTaHOBHUIOCH BCE TEMHEE TI0 Mepe TOro, Kak OITyCKaJlaCh TJ'IY60K&5{ HOYbB.

Iaxe ecmu OBl OH YCTPOUJI ITOXKapP, CTPaX, UCXOMOSIINM U3 TEMHOTEI, OBl HEU30eXKeH.

KoHeuHO, 3TOT cTpax OB IJIs Hero uckimoueHneM. Cy XeH mepexkus TeMHBIH MUp 6e3 COJIHIIA B
maneKoM OymyuIeM.

OH NOoHATHUS He umMeIll, rope MOxXeT OBITH Bpar.

Bopora Ovuti pa3pyuieHsl, ¥ 661710 OB HESICHO, KOTIa KTO-TO IOJIYYUT yaap B CIUHY.

Cefiyac OBIJIO CAMOe TIOAXOMsIee BpeMs.

‘Koneusno...’

Kpak!

Cy XeH NONHST TOJICTYIO BETKY epeBa HelofalleKy U CJIoMaJl ee IOoIoJiaM.

‘Yl He BepHYCH.’

[lenas KaXXObIU 11T, OH HAIIPaBJIAJICA K 3aMKYy.



Ecmnu BO3MOXKHO, OH X0Tel 3aBEPHIUTH UCIIBITAHNE B TEHEHHE OI[HOIZ HOYH.

Komaugup I'pan [Tamyma, MakcmaH, 60ApCTBOBa M CTOSITT Ha CTPaXKe Ha BepIIMHE KPEeIoCTH.

To xe camoe OBIJIO ¥ C APYTUMH COImaTaMu. Jlaxke eciiid OHU OBLIM M3MOTAHBI, OHU HE MOTJIH
COMKHYTB T'JIa3 ¥ BeCh IeHb XKIaTi HE3BAHOTO T'OCTS.

‘UT0, 4epT BO3bMH, [ieaeT 3TOT 3JI0YMBIIUIEHHUK?’

MaxkcMaH BCIIOMHUJT He3HAKOMIIA, KOTOPHIM Pa3pyIIXiI BOPOTA.

OH mopyMart, 4To 4eJiIoBEK, KOTOPHIM IIEPBHIM IIOJOIIENT K 3aMKY, OBIJT CTPaHHEBIM.

Onum cpaxamuce npotus Koponesctsa OngpaM, a He OTHOENIbHEIX JIIOTEH.

Ho stot yenosek goctur Toro, yero He cMmorno Koponesctso Ofppam. OTOT Yell0OBeK pa3pyIluil
BOpoTa Kpenoctu ['pan [lanyMma.

‘KTO Xe OH, 3TOT 4yyhak.’

Ta ke MBICJIb 9XOM OTHaBajach B €r0 I'0JIOBE.

Y Hero OBIJTM COMHEHMUS 110 TIOBOAY APYTOM CTOPOHBEI. MakCMaH, BO3MOXKHO, BUJIEJI TaJITIOIMHAIIIH.

Ho xorma on YBHUIEIL pa36I/ITBIe XKeJle3HbIe BOPOTa, 3Ta MBICJIb HCHEIJIA.

Iaxe ecmu OBl TaM OBITIA CTEHA KPEIIOCTH BEICOTOM B HECKOJILKO COTEH METPOB, BOPOTA, KOTOPLIe
ObLIM YHUUYTOXKEHH, ObLIM 0€CIIOJIe3HHI.

PeMOHT BOPOT KPEIOCTH 3aHsii 65l MHOTO BpeMeHH. Ecu 661 KoponescTBo OgpaM Hamaio Ha HUX B
TAaKOe BPEMH...

‘HeT, 9TO He 0HO.’

9to 66110 He KoposneBcTBo OmpaM, 9To ObljIa UX eMMHCTBEeHHAs mpobieMa.

Yro, ecnu TOT ITapeHb U3 CEeTrOOHAIIIHEr0 JHA CHOBA HAIllaJl Ha HUX?

“UepT BO3bMU.”



OmacHbIe MBICIIH IIpoaoJIZKaJiin BO3HUKATH U 3aIlyThIBATHCA.

B sTOT MOMEHT...

“Ha 4yeM BB TaK COCPEIOTOUYMUIUCE?”

W3-3a cnuabl MakcMaHa pa3gancs MPayvyHbIi rOJIoC.

MakcMmaH IIOBEPHYIJI T'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha YeJIOBEeKa.

9T0 OB TOCTh U3 IIeHTPa KoponeBcTBa, ero nMuIio OBIJIO CKPHITO YePHOM MaHTHeH. ETo compoBoxkmart
€ro HavaJIbHUK, HeJlaBHO Ha3HAUYEHHBIM HayalbHUK.

HukTo maxke He 3HAJ €r0 UMEHH.

Ho cornacHo npuka3aMm Ha4da/lbCTBa, y MakcMaHa He ObIJIO IPyToro BEIOOPa, KpoMe Kak obpalmiaThCs
C HAM KaK CO CBOMM HayaIbHUKOM.

“¢1 6eCIIOKOUIICS O TOM, YTO BOPOTa OBLIM Pa3pyIIeHkl.”

“3T0 M3-3a TOTO0 MapHS, YTO OBINT CETOIHS yTpoM?”

“IHa. f BoMHOBAJCS, YTO ITIapeHb CHOBA HalafeT Ha Hac.”

MakcMmaH HCIIyCTHUI J:[OJ'II"PIfI u THYGOKI/Ifl B3[00X, KOrga IIogejIniICd CBOMMHU TPEBOT'aMH.

“ecTHO roBOpS, KaK TOJILKO BOPOTa ObIIM CIIOMAaHHI, CTaI0 TPYAHO HaKe 3allUIaTh 3aMOK. Bhlno 66
JIydille 0TO3BaTh CONIAAT U 3alIUTHUTh Cleayommu Gopr...”

“Tak He mougeT.”

YenoBeK B MAHTHUH IIPEPBall CjioBa MakCMaHa U TBEPOO CKa3all:

“¢1 OBl Ipeamoyest, YTOOL BCe MBI YMEPJIU 3[EeCh, YeM CHeIaau 3T0.”

“..dro?”

YTO TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aj YEeJIOBEK B MAHTHUM?



Ha mMraoBenue MakcMaH YCOMHUIICS B CBOEM CIIyXe.

Kakum O YIIPpAMEBIM HH OBLT 4YeJIOBEeK, HU OOJMH KOMaHIOWP HUKOI'Ma He IIPHKa3kbIBall CBOUM COJIdaTaM
YMHDPATh TakK JIETKO.

OpHako 4enoBeK rnepen HUM 6e3 koyeGaHuM CKa3all, YTO OH CKOpee YMpeT, 4eM Y6G}KI/IT.

910 OBlNa CcroXkKHas CUTyalus ojisi MakcMaHa, KOTOPHIY ITPOBETT Ha 1ojie 00s1 HECKOIBKO JIET.

YemoBeK B MaHTUHU IIPOAOJIZKAJl TOBOPUTL, HE 06pa1_ua;{ BHUMAdHHUS Ha PEeaKIUI0 MakcMmaHa.

“IToxarmyiicTa, IPOAEPKUTECH BCEMU CPEACTBaMU, He II03BOJISISI 9TOMY CTaTh PealbHOCThI0. BaM
HY2KHO CIeJlaTh 9TO TOJIBKO B TeUEHUE CIIefyIoIIero Mecsna.”

“Mecsil... EcTb nmu cMBICH XKOaThb Mecs?”

“Ia, ecTn.”

Kakoe 3HaueHue 3TO0 UMeJjo?

MaxkcmaH, KOMaHAUP COJIAAT, He MOT MOHATh. O3HAadaso Jii 3TO, YTO OHU IOJTy4aT CyIIeCTBEHHYIO
IIOMOIIb Yepe3 MecCsI?

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OH OBIJT ITOJIOH JTI0OOIEITCTBA, Y€JI0BEK B MAHTUH O6epHYJ'[C${, IMO-BUOUMOMY, HE
nMesda HaMepeHusd 00OBSICHSTD OaJIbIlIe.

“TIpocTo mpopepxKUTECh Mecsl. BoT u Bce.”

Hpe}Kne YeM OH yIueJI, OCTaBHUB 3THU CJIOBA, OH HE 3a0bIJT CBOM TIOC/IETHKE XKECTOKHE CJIOBa.

“IlepKUTECH, MaXxKe ecid 3TO OyIeT CTOUTh KU3HK BCEM COJIJaTaM B 3TOM 3aMKe.”

“..Ja. d nousamn.”

MaxkcMaH NpuKyCcun ry0oel, 4yTh He OTKYCUB UX.

9TO0 OBII OIOWH U3 IIPHUMEPOB TOI'0, HACKOJIBKO II0JIE OUTBEI OLIIO HEPa3yMHBIM.

[TocKombKy 3TO OBITT IPUKa3 €0 HavalbHUKA, OH OBIJT 00s13aH BHITIOJIHUTH €r0, KAaKUM Ol



HeCIIPpaBEOJINBEIM OH HU OBII.

OOBEKTHUBHO paccyxkpaasi, ObIIIO TPABUIBHO COBEPIIUTH ITO0ET, YTOOB! CITACTH KU3HU CBOMX COJIHAT.

OpHako OH He MOT OCIYLIAThCS MPSIMBIX TPUKa30B CBOEr0 HayaIbHUKA, YeJI0BeKa B MaHTUU, KOTOPHIU
nepxkaj TabNUYKy ¢ UMEHEM, MOJTy4eHHYI0 HEITOCPEeICTBEHHO OT KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOpPa. JTO
CYHMTANIOCh OBl TOCYIaPCTBEHHON U3MEHOM.

‘Brino Ovl nmyuiie, ecyu Obl s TPOCTO UTHOPHUPOBAJT MMPUKA3EL...”

Ecnu OB OH IPOUTHOPUPOBAJI TO, YTO CKA3aJjl YeJI0BEK B MAaHTHH, YTO IIPOU30HUIET, €CJIH OH 3aCTABUT
COJIAaT OTCTYIIUTh?

Ero mornmu 06BUHHUTH B M3MEHE U Ka3HUTh, HO Pa3Be OH He crac OBl commaT?

Vinu conpat Toxe 00BUHSAT B TOCyIapCTBEHHON M3MeHe?

Ecnu aTO He Tak...

lprar ! ”

B 3TOT MOMEHT KPHK COJIIaTa IIpepBal €ero MBICIIH.

MaxkcmaH OBICTPO TIEepeBesI B3I Ha HUXKHIOI YaCTh KPETIOCTH.

HapeHb, KOTOPOT'O 4 BUAEJI paHee JHEM, IIeJI K HUM.

“Korpa Te6s1 Tak BCTpeYarloT, 3TO He TaK YK U I1JI0X0.”

Cy XeH IIOCMOTPEII Ha MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX COJIAAT, KOTOPBIE KA/l €TI0 Ha BEePIINHE KPEIIOCTH.

Kasanocs, 4To 4yncimo YBEJIMYUIIOCH 10 CDABHEHHUIO C THEM. Kasamnocs, OHM XKOanu ero, He B CUjax
YCHYTH B 9TOU IMaHUYEeCKOH CUTyallhH.

[ITenuoxk, mem4oK!

OH cnerka B3MaxHyJ1 BETKOU [epeBa B CBOEH pyKe.

9t0 OblyTa crtabast BeTKa gepeBa, KOTopasl MOTJjIa CJIOMAaThCs B JII000M MOMEHT, OHa He M3[aBaia



CHUJIBHOT'O 3BYKa.

‘3aMeHUTh HEJOCTAIIYIO CUTy Marueu...’

Tpeck, Tpeck!

OH 3amomHuI IIyCThI€ BHYTPEHHOCTU BETKHU [J€PEBa Maruexn.

9T1oro OBLI0 OBl MOCTATOUHO.

‘Brinio Gbl nmyuire youTs. X Tak TPyAHO MOMUUHUTE.’

Emy HyKHO OBIJIO OBITH OCTOPOKHEBIM, YTOOBI He YOUTH KOT0-HUOYOb U3 HUX UJIA HE TIOTEPATH
KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOEN CUJION. ITO Oblla CII0XKHAS MUCCHUS.

B Hero Ovnu HallIpaBJIEHBI MHOT'OYHKCIJIEHHEIE CTPEJIEI C 3a0CTPEHHBEIMHA HAKOHEYHUKaMHU.

Kasanoce, 4To OHM 3aKOHYHUIIN BCE IIPUTOTOBJIEHUA.

Korma BopoTa OBINTH HIMPOKO OTKPHITHL, CTPENH! Ol Okl 6ecCMbICTIEHHEI. OHU HUKOTA HE CMOTTIH OB
II0Pa3uTh €ro.

‘Hauuem.’

OH coenan riny00Kuit BOOX U mobexarl.

Bxyx!

Teno Cy XeHa nmo0exkaJjo Bepeq K MHUPOKO OTKPEITHIM BOPOTaM.

9TO elCTBUE B3BOITHOBAJIO COJIIAT, KOTOPHIE OBITM Ha CTEeHAX KPEIOCTH, IeJISICh B HETO CBOUMHU
CTpelaMH.

“4ro?! Kak oH MOXKeT OBITh TAKUM OLICTPHIM?!”

“fl He MOT'y IpULIENTUTLCA B Hero!”

“YcnokoiiTecr ¥ He JalTe eMy BOUTU B 3aMOK!”



“Hert, He TpatbTe cTpenbl! Mul He monagem!”

Conpathl Kpryasiy, HallyTaHHbIE 10 CMEPTH.

Kak KOMaHOuD, MakcMaH KCII0JIb30Ball CBOI0 Maruio 1 KPUKHYII.

“3abynb o cTpenax u 6mokupy# Bopora! He myckaiite aToro napHs!”

ITocne monrux HCIIBITAHUU JOBEpHUE COJIOAT K MaKCMaHy OBIJIO TAaKUM XK€ KPEIKNM, KaK KPEIIOCThb. ITo
KOMaHge MakcMaHa COgaThl ABUTaIUCh IIOTHOCTHIO B YHHCOH.

‘9T0 KOMaHOUp.’

Cy XeH 3Hasn, 4T0 MakcMaH GBI KOMAHOUPOM, KOTOPOTO OH 3aMETHII PaHee.

‘fl ero HyKHO CXBaTUTH B IIEPBYI0 O4YepensD.’

OnHako nepepn 3TUM...

Yoap!

[TostBUNKMCH COTHHU COMAAT, 3aKpriBast 0630p Cy Xewy.

Iepxka B pyKax KOIIbSI U Me4H, OHU JeMOHCTPHUPOBAJIK CUJIbHYIO BPaXkaeOHOCTh 110 OTHOIIEeHUIO K Cy
XeHy.

EMy IIPUIIIOCE CPazKaThbCA CO BCEMH 3THMHU COJIDaTaMU U IIOOJYUHUTH UX, HE Y6I/IB HHUKOTI'O U3 HHUX.

“Yoetite ero!”

“He maiiTe emy BOWTH B 3aMOK!”

ConpaTh nmobexanu Ha Cy XeHa.

OHU [OJXKHH ObIIM 3HATh, YTO UM HEe CPABHUTHCS C HUM, HO OHU OBIJIM TOCTATOYHO CMEJIBI, YTOORI
atakoBaTh ero. OHU, MOMKHO ObITH, BUAenH crocodHocTu Cy XeHa, KOTrga OH pa3pyLIui BOpOTa
paHee.

XyzxKe Bcero, ObIIO0 MOBOIBHO OOIBHO, KOTIa OH He MOT YOUThL UX, @ BMECTO 3TOT'0 OTIIYCTHII.



‘Kak mocapgho.’

Yoap!

BeTka gepeBa, KOTopylo Aepxkaii B pyke Cy XeH, ymapuia B IIel0 CoJifaTa, KOTOPhIM Gexkasl mpsaMo Ha
Cy XeHa.

Terno compmarta ymasmo Ha 3eMJTi0, ero r'a3a 3aKaTUIKuCh Ha3af. Ka3amock, 4To ero mes He CJIOMalach
Ormaromapst Ipo4YHOM OpoHe.

“Ilaxke eCNy TakK, C HUMM He TaK yK MHOTO0 Impo6ieM.”

Ynap, yoap, ynap, yaap!

BeTka pmepesa B pyke Cy XeHa TOYHO I0Iajia KaxXaoMy COJIAATy B IIEH0.

HykH0 GBbIJIO YYUTHIBATH TONBKO 3TH TPU MOMEHTA: YMEPEHHEIN KOHTPOJIb CUJIE, TOUHOCTD U
yknoHeHnue. Eciu 6v1 OB1I0 4TO-TO eltle, 3TO Oblna ObI HEUCTOIIMMAs BEIHOCTUBOCTh Cy XeHa.

“Ecnu OBI 51 CpazkaJics C HUMH, 9Ta OMTBa Morja OBl MPOOOIKATLCS YeThIpe OHS...”

Onuk!

[TpokanwiBaii, IpOKabiBau!

HeckonbK0o HEBUIUMEIX JIe3BUH MMoieTeNnu B cTOpoHy Cy XeHa.

Berep npoinen, no koxe Cy XeHa npobexkanyu Mypamiku. K cyacThio, OH ORICTPO UCIOIB30BaJl Maruio,
YTOOBI 3aIlIUTUTH CBOE TEJI0. B MIPOTUBHOM Clly4dae Ha ero Tejie Oblsio Obl HECKOJIBKO ITOPE30B.

“Hy, s1 OB CTUIIKOM aMOUITMO3€eH?”

Cy XeH CIIPATAJICA 3a COJIfaTaMu U Ha6monan 3d HaEMHUKaMH, KOTOPLI€ BEITAHYJIN PYKHU BII€PE[.

HaeMHUKY, KOTOpPLIE HUMEJIH OeJI0 C Maruel, CTaIu IpobIeMoii.

Hewn3BeCcTHO, CKOIBKO ONBITHLEIX HAEMHUKOB OBIJIO B 3aMKe.

‘CMory nu g moguuHUTh X Bcex? Het, ecnu Her... ’



Tak ke, Kak Kormga Cy XeH IIpeKpaTuil BCe CBOU OBUXKEHHUA K CTOA MOJIda:

“Berpsinas nyna!”

“OruenHslii map!”

“Jlem...”

CBucT, cBUCT!

JIa3r!

Marwusi, BamyieHHast B Cy XeHa, BhI3Bajla MOIIHBIN B3PHIB. Crabblit AbIM MOOHsICS BOKPYT Cy XeHa,
KOTZla OH OBIJT ITOPaXkeH HeCKOIbKUMK Maru4eCKUMH aTaKaMu B J100.

“T'oToBo!”

“Hy, B 3TOM He OBUIO HUYEro 0CO6eHHOrO...”

HIOJII/I, KOTOPEIE HAHOCHUJIK Marn4eCKnue aTakKy, Ha4daJIi allJIOOXUPOBATh, HO BCKOPE UX JIXIla
IMOCypPOBEJIN.

Cy XeH BbIIIeN U3 rycToro TyMana. OH OBIJT HEBPeOUM II0CJIe BCEX aTak.

“K-kaxk?”

“On BooOIIIE HE PaHeH...”

“Kpome Toro, pa3Be Ha HeM He [OJIKHO OBITh XOTS OBl MIBIJIMHKA?”

XOT$s1 OHM BHICKA3aJlk CBOE HegoyMeHue, pe3yJIibTaT OCTaJICA HEM3MEHHEBIM.

Bckope B Cy XeHa OblI IPOM3BefieHa ellle OOHA BOJTHA Marn4ecKux aTak. MOIIHEIM B3PEIB, OCTPOE
JIe3BUE U KOIIbe IIPOJIETENIN U IIPOH3UIIU €T0 TeJlo.

910 OBLIIO OECCMEBICTIEHHO.

‘TIpopBaThbcs uepe3 GpPoHT.’



[‘Hecrubaemoe Teno’ OBII0 aKTUBUPOBAHO. |

[YBenmuuuBaeT Marudeckoe u Gpu3nvecKoe CONMPOTUBJIEHNE, HETIPEPHIBHO OTPE6IsAs MaHy B TeYEHUE
OTIpenesieHHOro Ieproma. |

910 OBLN PeOKuit HaBHK, KOTOPHIM Cy XeH MOIy4Yusl B Ka4ecTBe Harpagsl, KOTHa OH ITPOIIes
ucnbsiTanue 17-ro staxka.

Cy XeHn mopgymMari, 94TO 3TO MOTJIO OBl OaTb €eMY OOIIOTHUTEJIbHYIO 2KM3Hb, KOTOPYIO MOZKHO
HCIIOJIb30BaTh B ‘-Ipe3BbI‘-IaﬁHBIX CUTyallusX.

Xors €My He HYXKHO OBITIO YACTO MCIOJIh30BATh 9TOT HaBBIK, IIOCKOJIBKY OBITIO MAJIO OTIACHBIX IJIsL
XKHN3HU CHTyaHHﬁ, OH ORI BeChMa II0JIe3€H B €T0 HhIHEITHE! CUTyallhH.

OH He MOT HUKOTO YOUTh, HO OBIJIO TPYAHO HaXKe MOTYMHUTH KaXKOOr0 U3 HUX. Marus, KOTOpyio
KaXK[Iblil U3 HUX BBITYCTHUJI, TOXKe Oblla HalOeoINBOM.

Ecnu 310 Taxk, WTHOPHUPOBAHUE UX OBI10 OBI KOHIIOM.

‘4l XoTen He UX XU3HEW, a pa3pyLIUTh 3aMOK.’

YToOH pa3pyIIUThL 3aMOK...

B YCIIOBUAX ITPOX0KOEHUSA NCITBITAaHUA OBITI0O HECKOJIBKO JTa3eeK U HBYCMHCJ'IGHHOCTGIZ.

BO-HepBBIX, CTaHOAPT OJId B3ATHA 3aMKad ObIT HesiceH. Bee IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE COJIOATEI HE OBIIH
BparaMuy, HO OH HE MOT 3HATh, IIPHU KaKUX YCJIOBUSAX OH 6YJIeT CYUTATh 3aMOK 3aXBa4YE€HHBIM.

Bo-BTOpHIX, OH He 3HAJI IPUYKHEL, IT0 KOTOPOM €My He pa3pelnany ux youTs. bamrxs VcneiTanuii He
3aboTUsach 0 KU3HAX.

Bonee Toro...

‘UT0-TO MOOO3PUTENIBHO MTaxXHEeT.

JIa3r, nsa3r!

Bcenmimka!

Cy XeH IIPUHATI Marud4eCKne aTakKu CBOUM TEJIOM M CMeJI TYMaH, BaKprBaBH.II/Iﬁ €ro 3peHue.



‘3amax KOro-to Co 3/IbIMA HaMepPeHUusIMU.’

I'maza Cy XeHa “CKalu KOT0-TO, HAXOMAIIEr0Csd BHYTPY 3aMKa.

On pacCIInpuiI fuala30H CBOEM Maruu M HallleJl YeJIoBeKa C OPYI'uM BUOOM 3HEPTHUH.

YernoBek, rmy00KO 3aKyTaHHBIN B YePHYIO MAaHTHIO. ..

Her, 3T0 momxeH Obvl1 OBITH JIny.

Haxwmute «Cracubo» u MHe CTaHET HaMHOTO IIPUsATHEE IEPEBOAUTS Mg Bac cimemyiolue riaBhl.
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