C nuuomM, IMOKPBITEIM MOPIIWHAMMK, U OIIYIHIEHHBIMHU I''Ta3aMHU, OH OBIIT MATKUM CTapHUKOM. OH He OBII
IIOX0XK Ha 4YeJIOBEKad, KOTOPOI'O Hy2KHO OCTeperaTbCHd.

“§l cnpilan, 4TO BB KCKanu MeHd. 3aueM?” [lepeBeHCKHUM cTapocTa onacancsa Cy XeHa, Kak U
OCTaJIbHBIE XKUTEJH JePEBHHU.

“¢l MPOCTO MPOXOAUII MUMO U YBUIEN 3[IeCh IePeBHI0. I x0oTel OBl 0CTAaThCS Ha HECKOJIBKO THEH.
BoamoxHO 11 3T0?”

“...Y Te0s HeT IPYTUX MOTHUBOB?”

”LITO?"

“Y Hac Hedero oTHUMaTh. Hu MBITMHKY, TaK 4TO YXOOHU.”

Kasanocs, uto Cy XeHa paccMaTpuBaliyd KaK He3BAHOTO I'OCTS, KOTOPHIN OBLI 3[1eCh, YTOOHI
pasrpabuth gepeBHI0. [loTpeboBamoch yoexkgeHue.

“Het. 4 Huyero He xouy. 4 mIpoCTO Haflel0Ch Ha MECTO OJis CHA. ¢ 3axBaTui ¢ coboit manku.”

“...IlpaBma?”

I'ma3a gepeBeHCKOT0 CTAaPOCTHI 3a0/IeCTe Id IIPH CJI0OBe "ManKu".

Cy XeH KuBHYyI, oTBeuas: “Ila, KOHEYHO. I TOXe rOTOB [IOEIUTLCSA CBOUM ITAaUKOM. [laxe ecnu
MOHCTPHL... ”

“MOHCTpH He IPUXOMST B Hallly lepeBHI0!” - 3akpudas peOeHoK.

Cy XeH HEMeMJIeHHO ITOBEPHYI TOOBYy. MaTh pefeHKa KpemKo MpHuxKaja ero K rpyad. 3ateM
3arOBOPUII IePeBeHCKUH cTapocTa. “Ecnu Tak, xopouio. ECTh HECKOJIBKO IMYCTHIX JOMOB, TaK YTO BB
MOK€eTe HCII0JIb30BaTh ONWH U3 HUX. YTO KacaeTCs efHl...

“4 oTmam ee BaMm.”

“... Cmacubo.”

Ero BCTpeTuiu ¢ 6/1arofapHOCThI0. Y HUX TOXKE eCTh IPOGIEMEL C efou?

B pa3pymenHoM Mupe OBIJI0 HECKOJIBKO CEepPhe3HbIX TPo0ieM, 1 OqHOM U3 HUX Oblla efa. B Mupe, roe



HH PUC, HU ITIIIEHHWIIa HEe MOT'JIX OBITH BEIPAIIE€HBI CHOBA, IIPOAOBOJILCTBUA CTAJIO HE XBATATh OO TaKOH
CTEII€HH, 9YTO Ha4daJICA KaHHHOAIM3M. JTa OEePEeBHS elle He NOCTHUTIJIa 9TOU CTAOuM, HO OHA MOXKET
IOSIBUTHCST TaM B OnMKamuIee BpeMs 13-3a OrPaHMYEHHEBIX IIPDOMOBOJILCTBEHHEBIX PECYPCOB.

Ho... Cy XeH nocmoTpen Ha pe6eHKa, KOTOPHEIY Kpruyas paHee. MOHCTDH He IPUXO[SIT.

Korpa Cy XeH yrnmyOuicsi B CBOM MBICIIH, EePEBEHCKUM cTapocTa 00epHYyICcs U cKa3an: “CremyiiTe 3a
MHOH. fl TOKaXy BaM IIyCTOM AOM.”

“Ax, cnacu60.” Cy XeH ITOKJIOHUJICS ¥ IIOCIEN0Bal 3a cTapocToi. Ero OecrnokoiicTBaM He OBINIO
KOHIIA.

X X X

[TycToit ;OM, B KOTOPBIN ITPUBETT €T'0 CTApOCTa, ObIJT MOTPENaHHOM anaTKoM, KOTopas gaxe He Morjia
3aIUTUTH OT BeTpa. Ero yborocTs OplIa XyxKe, UeM ero NojynofBaibHas KBapTupa. HyKHO OBIIIO
3aJaThCs BOIIPOCOM: KaK 3TO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh JOMOM?

¢ w He 3HAJI, YTO HAIl JOM MOXKEeT OBRITh TAKUM POCKOITHHIM. Cy XeH 0CTaBUJI CBOM CYMKH B ITaJlaTKe.
Cy XeH pmocTan xne6, opexu, BIJIEHYIO TOBSIAWHY, BOOY ¥ APYTHe MalKy, KOTOPEIE 3aMOJTHUIN €T0
MaJIEHbKYIO CYMKY.

”AX, ”

Korga Cy XeH BhIIIesN, ero xkmuan pebeHoK, KOTOPOTo OH BHAEN paHble. ITO Obljla MajleHbKas
IEeBOYKa, JIeT mecTu unu ceMu. OHa nocMoTpesa Ha Cy XeHa CBOUM T'PS3HBIM JIUIIOM.

“Tel xxpgana?” Cy XeH HaKJIOHUJICA.

Ona nmocMmoTpena Ha CBepTOK B pykKe Cy XeHa u KuBHYyJNA. “THl X04elb 3T0?”

”J:[a,”

Cy XeH npennoxui Kycok xjaeba U3 CBEpTKa.

[leBouka nMpoTsAHyna pyKy. “4YTo BH ceruac pesaeusb?!” CTapocTa B3peBerl.

9T0 OB HEBEPOSTHO TPOMKUM ¥ BEICOKUIM T'0JIOC, UCXOOAIIANA OT TAKOTO MaJIeHbKOT'O TEI0CIOKEHUS.
“PasBe BH He obOerranu MHe?! ECiiy s TpemoCcTaBIli0 BaM KPOBaTh, BH OTHQ[UTE MHE CBOM maek!”

“Pa3Be OHa He u3 Baleu gepeBHU?” OmenoMieHHo crupocun Cy XeH.



Msdrkoe BBIPpaXKeHHNeEe JINIld CTAPOCTEI BHE3AITHO CMEHHUJIOCh YCTPAIIAIOIIUM B3TIAO0M.

“4ro oHa 3HaeT?! OHA 3HAET TOJIBKO, KaK HaOUTH KeJyNoK, 1 Bce. BO3MOXKHO, BBl 3TOT0 He 3HaETe,
HO efa 9KBMBaJICHTHA HAIlle}d XXU3HU 30eChb.”

9710 OBLIO MOHATHLIM 3aMeuanueM. Ho...

Cy XeH OrnsgHyICSd Ha MaJIeHbKYIO 1eBO4Ky. “He nnaub.”

OH normagun MaJIEHBKYIO IE€BOYKY II0 I'OJIOBE, IIOKA OHA THXO DPbIdadlld, X IMIPOTAHYJI CBEPTOK CTAaPOCTeE.

“Bo3pmute. Efa, KoTopyio 51 obellan BaM OaTh, 30eCh.”

“XM. He paccTpauBaiics u3-3a 3TOr0. JTO BCe OJisl KUTeJlel fepeBHu.”

Crapocra nopoten K Cy XeHy u 3abpan naek. Ero rinasa cranu OrpOMHBIME, KOTHa OH IIPOBEPUIT
cogepxkumoe. Cy XeH HeHaBUMEN €T0, ¥ He TOJIbKO M3-3a CJI0B IpuBpaTHUKa. OH Ka3ancs
PaBHOMYIIHEIM, TI0 KpaliHe! Mepe, K UYyBCTBAM APYTHUX.

“IToxanyiicta, yugure.”

“Yry. Xm.” [lepeBeHCKHUY CTapoCTa yIliesl, HeCKOIbKO pa3 IOAYePKHYTO KalllJITHYB. BCkope
MaJieHbKas [JeBOYKa paclljlakasack.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OBICTPO IOfOIINIa ee MaTh. “He HeHaBUAbL CTApOCTy.”

[Toxoxe, OHa MOMACIYyIIAia UX Pa3roBOP paHee, KOTMa KCKasla CBOIO 04b. MaTh IOCMOTpENA B Ty
CTOPOHY, Ky[ia yIIIeJl CTapoCTa, ¥ CKa3aa.

“9TO DOBOJIBHO YTOMUTENBHO 1151 Hero. OH ycepAHO paboTan AJis 9TOM [epeBHH BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb ....
U g momnarato, 4TO y HEro Ha yMme 4To-TO elne.”

“BBI XOTUTE CKa3aThb, YTO OH HACTOJIKO 3aHAT, YTO He MOXKET MOIeIUTLCI KyCKOM xieba?”

“Ila. 4... HeT, MBI Tak cuuTaeM. ” Ee royioc gporaysn B KoHile. Bo3M0oxkHO, OBITIO YTO-TO €Ille, YTO
3aCTaBHUJIO ee KoyiebaThCs, KOT{la OHa 3TO CKa3asa.

Yto O8I 3TO MOrI0 OBITH? UTO 2Ke 3HAYUJII AJIST HUX CTAapoCTa? ITa MBICIb Anuiack Hemonro. Cy XeH
IocCTasI Kycok xje0a ¥ MPOTSHYJ er0 MaJeHbKOM IeBOYKe, KOTopasi, Ka3ajaoCh, He IIepecTaBaia
ITakaTh. “BoT.”



Mats pebeHka OblIa mOopaXkKeHa.

“9T0, 3TO HOpMaJbHO? YTO, eciu cTapocTa y3Haer...”

“He BonHyiics. { B3sJ1 9TO U3 CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOTO pallOoHa, TaK YTO IEPEBEHCKUM CTapoCTa HUYETO
He MoxeT 00 3TOM cKa3aTh. ”

“Ho Bce xke...”

“Ecnu THI BCe elrle YyBCTBYeIllb cebsi HeJIOBKO, Thl MOXKeIIlb B3STh caMa. CTapocTa He CMOXKET HUYEro
CKa3aTh, eCJId B3POCJIBIU B35J1 3TO, BEPHO?”

HezaBUCHMO OT TOTO, JAaHO JIK 9TO peOEHKY UM MaTepu, MajJieHbKasi IeBOYKa BCe PABHO CMOXKET 3TO
checTb. Cy XeH HaCUIbHO BJIOKUII KyCOK Xye6a eif B pyKy. Cy XeH CHOBa MOTJIafAUIT MalIeHbKYIO
IIEBOYKY IT0 T'OJIOBE U BCTAL.

[TporynuBasick 1o mepeBHe, Cy XeH MOCMOTpEN Ha MaTh, KOTOpPasi BOpYasia Ha CBOIO HOYb. ITO KAaK-TO
CTPaHHO.

2KuTenu mepeBHU OYE€Hb BEPUJIU B CBOETO CTAPOCTY, HO OH HCIIBLITHIBA APYT0€ YYBCTBO. JTO OBIIO He
YTO MHOeE, Kak cTpax. CTapocTa 4yBCTBOBAJI ce6s MOYTH KaK PHIObS KOCTh, 3aCTPSIBIIAs Y HETO B
ropie.

MHe HyKHO 3TO IPOBEPUTh.

3amuTuTe OEPEBHIO U BEI2ZKUBHUTE. Llens UCIIBEITAHUS BCE ellle Obla HeonpeueHeHHoﬁ OTHOCHUTEJIBHO
TOIr'0, OT 9ero OH JOJIZKEH OBIIT 3AlIUIIATE JEPEBHIO U YTO €My IIPUOETCA IIEPEXKUTD.

* % %

MHeHus 0 OEPEBEHCKHUX KUTEJIAX PA3OEJIMIINCE y T€X, KOTO BCTPETUIIX HA UCIIEITAHUAX.

HekoTopkle TOBOPUIIM, UTO 3TO OBIJIO IIOX0KE Ha MPOrpaMMy, CO3MaHHYIO [T KaXK0To 3Taxa
WCIIBITaHUY, OYeHb IT0X0XKY10 Ha Heurposoro nepcornaxa (NPC). [IpuurHa 3akio4anach B TOM, 4TO,
KOT]a OHYM CHOBA IIOTKITAIMCh TPOUTH UCIIBITAHKE TIOCTIe eT0 IIPOoBasla, 0NN He MOTTIA UX
BCIIOMHMUTS.

HekoTophie Ipyrue rOBOPUIIH, YTO OHH, BEPOSITHO, OBISIA PeaTbHEIMU JTIOIbMU, KUBYIITUME B TPYTOM
Mmupe. x 060CcHOBaHME 3aK/II0YaIOCh B TOM, YTO BHEIIHWM BU[I ¥ MEIIIJICHUE He BRITJIAOENH TaK, Kak
OynTo OHM OBLIM CHOENTaHbl U3 ITPOTPAMMHI.



B camom pere... [Togyman Cy XeH, ornsgbiBasi JEPEBHIO.

4 ellle He yBEpEH.

Briny mu BEIpaXKeHUS JIUIl, Pedb, 00pa3 XKU3HU U IUBUITA3AINS XKUTEIeH TePeBHU BEITYMAHHBIMU ?
Vinum 3T0 MOTyT OBITH HACTOSIINE XKUBBIE NMogu? HU4YTO HE MOTJIO OBITH MOATBEPXKAEeHO, HO Cy XeH
OBLT yBEpEHa B OTHOM.

Oy, 110 KparHeX Mepe, pearupyoT Ha OCHOBE CBOMX MEICTIEN U 9MOLUN. 3HAYUT, eMy IIPULETCS
oOpalaThCs C HUIMHU TaK e, KakK C JIIOIbMH.

Cy XeH IhITalcs Y3HaATh O CTAPOCTE OJEPEBHU — YTO OH 3d YEJIOBEK, KaK OH IIPO2KUJI CBOIO 2KM3Hb, HO
BC€ 0TBE€Yallki Ha 3TU BOIIPOCHI XOJIOOHO.

“IToyeMy THI CIpaliiBaellb 00 3ToM?”

“TBI 4TO-TO 3agyMaJi, BEpHO?”

“He cMey IpuYMHATS Bpef HallleMy CTapocTe, uHaye g-!”

BypHas peaknusi. Tem He MeHee, Cy XeH CMOT yCHIIaTh IPyOyI0 HCTOPUIO, KOTa IOAOIIEN K
CKPOMHOU Ha BUJ faMe CPeIHUX JIeT.

“IToxkanyicra, mouMuTe. MBl pearupyeM Tak, IIOTOMY YTO Hallly JePeBHIO OBOJIbHO YaCcTO Ipabuin
yyKaku. X0T4 5 He 3Halo, 0 YeM OyMaeT CTapoCTa, MEl YyBCTByeM ce0s HEJIOBKO, IPHHUMAs
YyXKaKoB.”

OH oxwupan aToro. B aTtom mupe cnabrlie mepeBHU OyOyT TonbKO pa3rpabnentl. Ho Cy XeHa
MHTEPEeCcOBaJI0 KOe-4To elrle.

“ITouemy BCce Tak LOBEPSIOT CTAPOCTe HepeBHU?”

“9T0 OTOMY, 4TO lePEBEHCKUM CTapoCTa - Tepoil A7d XuTened gepeBHu”. I'nasza Cy XeHa OpOTHYIU
OT ee OTBETA. ITO CJIOBO OBLIO HACTOILKO 3HAKOMBIM, YTO Ka3aJIoCh pa3apakKaroIiuM.

“...I'epoit?” Tot ctapuk? Cy XeH crpocun o meTansx. OH X0TeJ 3HaTh, YTO CITyUYMIJIOCh, YTOOHI BCe
3[eCh CYUTAIM €I'0 TePOEM.

“Ax, 51 He 3Hal0. { MOTy CKa3aTb BaM TOJIBKO 3T0.” [laxke maMa, KoTopas Oblyla MeHee 0CTopoxkHa ¢ Cy
XeHOM, II0Kayasa rojIoBOM U OTBEPHYJIaCh.



T'epoii. Brina mapa Bellel, B KOTOPHIX OH OBITT YBEPEH, €CNK NePeBeHCKOT0 CTApOCTy HAa3hIBAlU TakK:
IePeBEeHCKUH CTApOCTa CIlac XKUTeJel JePeBHHU, U 9TO, HOIKHO OBITh, OBITI0 SKCTPEMaIbHEIM
METOLIOM.

OH He Ka3aJiCsl TaKUM YeJIOBEKOM. JTO OH y3HaJ Obl 1 6e3 peaynpexaeHus IpuBpaTHuka. [1o Mepe
TOTO, KaK OH yTIy0OIsics B CBOM MHEIC/H, pa3yM Cy XeHa CTaHOBHUJICS BCe 60Jiee TSIKEBIM.

JIn6o npenynpexneHre IPUBPaTHUKA ObIJI0 HEBEPHBIM, MO0 KUTENH IePEBHU CIIENEl. ITO OBIIO
nmu6o ogHo, b0 apyroe, u Cy XeH chesnan CTaBKy Ha IIOCIIeiHee.

Cy XeH HeKOTOpOe BpeMs Habiofasn 3a gepeBHeii. [Ipoiio coBceM HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, NTpeXfe YeM
OH HayaJl pacUIupsiTh 00/1aCTh CBOUX ITOMCKOB. BOJbIIe OH HUYETO He MOT BHIYIUTh Y XKUTEJIen
nepeBHu. OHU ONIpeneIeHHO OBITH CO CTApOCTON. OH MOT Y3HATh HOBYIO HH(POPMAIIUIO TOIBKO CaM.

Bo-nepBBIX, MHE HYXKHO BBISICHUTE... OT 4ero OH [OJIzKeH OBl 3aIIuiaTh AepeBHI0? OH TpeboBal
OTBeTa Ha 3To.

Ho xorga oH mOKMHY BXO[ B IEPEBHIO, CUJIbHBIN 3amax cTuMynuposan Cy XeHa... 3HaKOMBIH 3alax.
“9TOro He MOXKeT OLITE.”

Kaxk ToibKO 0H IT0YyBCTBOBaA 3TO, U0 Cy XeHa cMopiuuiock. Cy XeH OTIsifesiCsa BOKPYT, U
COMHEHMS BCKOPE CTallu IIPaBIoH.

“... UepT BO3BMHU.”

Cy XeH monroe BpeMs BUET YPOAJIUBYIO CTOPOHY MyKUMH. Korma Mup pyImics, OH y3Hal, 4To faxke
XOPOIITHE JIIONY CTAHOBSTCS 3JIBIMH, ¥ UX 3arax OBl I0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM.

“OcTeperaiiTech IepeBEHCKOI0 CTapoCTH.” EMy HYKHO OBIJIO elle HeMHOTO ITPOBEPUTh.

Kakum - To 06pa30M... ['masa Cy XeHa CY3UJIUCE IIPU BUOE UCTOYHKKA 3adllaXa.

9 monxeH OLITL OOJIee HACTOMUYMB, YeM Celyac.

Haxwmute «Crmacubo» 1 MHE CTaHET HaMHOTO IIPUSTHEE IePEeBOOUTH M7 Bac cimemyomue riaBh.
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