MeH$ He TOKMOAI0 MPEAYyBCTBHUE, YTO €CTh YTO-TO, O YeM g IIPeKpacHO 3Hajla, HO He MOrja
BCIIOMHHUTD B CUJIy TOTO, YTO yiMa KEHIIWH TO U [eJI0 KpyXKuia BOKpyr MunbTuageca. Y Moero oTia
HUKOTA He OBbIJIO TIEpBOM TI00BU UITH JKEHBI, KOTOpast ymepsa Ovl, OyIydu COBCEM MOJIOLOHN, Oa U
TJIaBHYIO T€POUMHIO pOMaHa OH TOXe He JIo0u. «AX, OH TaKoy moTpsicatomiuii. [Ipocto abcomoTHOE
COBEPIIEHCTBO». Cpenyu MIOXUIIeN OBIII0 MHOTO BCSIKUX BHIIAIOIIAXCS 9K3EeMILISIPOB, HO MHE
ompenesieHHO HPaBUJIUCh CaMble JIyyliue!

— Csdrad, B Jlarepe BBIZKHBIIINX 6YHT

— Yto? KTo-Hubynmp nmoctpagan?

— HackombKO § CrblIana, 0KOJIO IeCSATH YeJI0BEK TMMONMYYHUIIN JIETKNE PaHEHNU .

Kak He BOBpeMms.

— C yero Bapyr 6yHT? { nymaina, Mbl 006eCIIeunid UX BCeEM HeoOXOMUMEIM U flaxke 6ojiee TOTO.

— Bupgumo, Hatencs IMoOgCTPEeKaTeIlb.

— Kt10?

— OHM yTBEPXKOAIOT, YTO 3TO OJUH U3 IIbIHHUII, HO Y MAPHS, II0X0XKe, eCTh MOTHB. OH XOOUII 10
OKpYTe ¥ PACIPOCTPAHSII CJIYXH O TOM, UTO HEKTO BEPHYJICS.

— Bepaynca? KTo? — XoTb 3T0 u ObIJIO II0X03Ke Ha JIOXKHBIH CIIyX, Y MeHsI BO3HUKJIO HEX0poIllee
IpegyyBCTBUE.

— Ecnu nmomymats, To 4TO HacueT npomnasiiero Knona? EcTe Kakue-HUOYOb BECTU O HEM?

— MHe cTouT pa3y3HaTh?

— IIa. — MeHst He 0c060 HHTEPECOBasa ero Cyabba, HO BHYTPH pa3pacTayiach TPEBOTa.

)%k

B pomaHe moKyIieHne Ha UMIIepaTopa MPOU30IIJI0 Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO MHEH I0Cie TOT0, Kak
[Tpuciunna 6bl1a yoouepeHa.

— 41 He maM IPECTYIIHUKY YIU3HYTh... — CaMBIM BaXKHBEIM OBIJTO HAHTH BUHOBHEIX [IO TOTO, KaK OHU
nobepyTcst §o Moero Mumnbtuageca. OmHaAKO B poMaHe 00Jibllle BHUMaHUS OBIIO yaeleHo
HEIIOCPEICTBEHHO BHI3MOPOBIeHNI0 MUIbTHAMECa, YeM CaMOMY IIOKYIIEHHIO: HECMOTPS Ha CTapaHus



MMIIEPATOPCKUX Bpaued, MunbTuagec gojaroe BpeMsi OblT IPUKOBAH K IIOCTENTH, TI03TOMY JTIOIU
VICKaJIX YesioBeKa, o0maalomnero 60:xecTBeHHOM cuioii. 1o coBaM Bpayei, faxe C MOMOIIIbIO
602kKeCTBEHHOU CHUJIBEI BEI3ZIOPOBETH B TAKOM CJTydae OblyI0 OB HEJIETKO, HO Hauutach [lpucuumnia,
KOTOpPas KakK HUKaK OblTa CBITON. B KoHEYHOM uTore, MunbTramec ObIT UCIENIeH, HO TePLOTY
PeliBeHXYKY yHaIOCh JIUIIUTH €T0 BCETO.

«Kak ke oHa ObljIa CHACT/IMBA, KOT{Ia JIIOOY HAaKOHEI-TO IPU3HAJIK ee, XOTS 10 9TOT0 OHU MTOYTH He
obpailranay Ha Hee BHUMAaHUS U IIJIeBaJIM Ha TOT PaAKT, YTO OHA CBATAsT». BCIIOMHUB COOBITHS, ITOCTIE
KOTOPHIX [TpuCIIUIION Hayasy M0Ih30BaThCA, I HAXMypUiachk. «JIydiile He CBI3EIBAThCS».

Ho xT0 ke OBl BAHOBHUKOM?

— Moxert, repior PeliBeHxyK? — YuuThIBasi, KTO 0OJIbIlE BCETO BLIUTPAET OT 3TOT0 YOUICTBA, OH
Ka3aJics Haubosee BEPOSITHHIM II0J03peBaeMbIM. « ¢ MOoJIKHa HAalTH IPECTyIHUKA, HO KOMY B TOJIOBY
MIpUAET MOKYILIAThCS Ha UMIIepaTopa?» f mepephiia BCe B CBOEU MaMATH, HO TaK ¥ He Hallljla
nopckasku. Ha Gornbiee st He Oblta criocoOHa. «HTo X, BEIOOpA HET...» f mpuHsia pelleHne: He
OTXOOUTH OT Iamkl 24 Yaca B CyTKU 7 AHEU B HEHe!

— JItony, OTBEOM MEHS K ITallouke!

)%k

Cpagy mocre mpo0yKaeHus S HallpaBUIach B KabUHET. YIIPaBIAIONINA 3aMKOM HEPBHO B3TJISIHYT Ha
MEHS, HO BCE e BIIYCTHUJ, He TIOAHUMAs LIyMa.

— ITana! — 4 nmogbexasna Kk MunbTHagecy U IpuxKanach K HEMY.

CryXKaHKY 3ay/II0aInCh.

— IIpunnecca oueHb mM0OUT Ero Benmu4ecTso.

— Ero BenmuuecTBo 0y1arocjioBuiIu Hebeca.

— I'me BaM ypmanochk HaUTH CTOJIb 0YapoBaTe/IbHOE CO3NaHue?

MunbTuamec CMOTPEJI Ha MEeHA B HEKOTOPOM HENOYMEHHUHU.

— YTo THI Iesaelb 37IeCh TaK paHo?

— Cockyuunacs 1o tebe.



— Oy, — MOHU cJ10Ba 3aCTaBUJIM BCEX PACTasiTh, BKIoyas Kamnuana. Ho s mpourHopupoBasa ux u
yCTpEMHUIa CBOM B3TJISI HAa OHOTO U e[IUHCTBEHHOTO.

— Pa3Be MHe Henb3sg OBITH 30eCh? — 4 OmycTHIa B3T/IAL B [10J1, @ MUuibTHanec TUX0 OOHSI MEHS U
ycanun K cebe Ha KOJIEHHU.

— Xe-xe. — JIoBOJIbHAS, 5 TOTSHYJIACh K HEMY, YTOObI OOHSITH B OTBET.

— ThI IpPSIMO Kax IIEHOK.

— 3HA4UT, TH CUUTAEIIb MeHS MUnonu? — ¢ melCcTBUTENILHO Befla cebs Kak IeHOK, KPYTHUIach BOKPYT
MunbsTrazeca u BCIOLY XBOCTUKOM cJiefoBasa 3a HuUM. OH mopaxascs TOMY, HACKOJIBKO f CUSia OT
c4acThbd, Korga Oblia PSAOM C HUM.

— 41 melicTBUTENBHO Tebe TaK HPABIIOCH?

— Ila, — oTBeTHia . Kak Muno! MeHs BOCXHUINAIO KajXKI0e ero CJI0BO U MelCTBUEe, BUMUMO, OT TOTO
1 OBIJIa TaK CUJIBHO BIIOOJIEHA B HETO. 3aMETUB XOPOIlee HaCTpoeHne MunbTrageca, ypaBisomnii
BKJIMHUJICS B Pa3roBOD:

— Bare BenmuyecTBO, MUHUCTDP (PMHAHCOB IIPOCUT O BCTPEYE C BaMU.

— IlycTe BOHRET.

Kak Tonpko MUHHHUCTD BOIIIEJI, YBUOEB MEHA, OH OCTAHOBHUIICA U IIPOU3HEC:

— CrnaBa cBeTJion uMnepuu Paxerns.

— YT0 BaM HYXKHO?

— 4 IIpuniena C JOKJIagoM O MeXIOyHapPOOHOM Oromxere.

«MexayHapoaHbIH OlogxKeT?» 4 ycTaBuiach Ha OymMaru B pykax MumnbTuageca.

— Xoyellb TOCMOTPETH?

— Ja.

¢l BHUMAaTeNIbHO ITPOCMOTpEIa TOKYMEHT, XOTh HUUero U He IIOHUMaJla B 9TUX 3aroryibKax.
MunbTramec paccMesics, 3aMeTUB MOe CEpbe3HOe BhIpaxKeHue nuila. MUHUCTP PUHAHCOB U



MBOPIIOBEIN YIIpABIIeHeI] He IIPUBLIKIIM BUIETh HAaC 000ux BMecTe. [0 MeHs TOHOCHIUCH OOPHIBKH UX
Ouasora:

— Heyxenu Ero BeMuecTBO yKe TOTOBUT IIPUHIIECCY K HacnenoBanuio? — Henpaspa. Ho 310 eme
He BCe. BOJBIIMHCTBO JBOPSAH, IPUXOOUBIIKX Ha BCTpedy ¢ MUnbTHagecoM, CMOTPENIX Ha MEHS, Kak
Ha IpuBUpeHue. HeKOToOphie Jake BCKPUKUBAIM OT IIOKA.

OnuH U3 HUX 3aMeTUII:

— Iloxoxe, mpuHILIecca 04eHb MobuT Ero BenuuecTBo. — Yronku pra MunbTuazgeca cierka
HAKJIOHUJINCH BBEPX, U XOTh OH CHepXKaJ yIrOKY, s 3Hala, Kak OH OBUT CYACT/IMB 9TO CJIBIIATE. [0
4ero e MUJIO.

4 mpunuiia K ©UMIepaTopy, Kak kKBadyka K mofourBe 60TUHKA, ¥ He OT/IHIaia BIJIOTh 10 ofena.
Mapku3 BapTonby, yBUEB MeHsI, CUASIIYIO Ha KONEHAX Y MunbTuazmeca, CIrpoCum:

— Bawm Tak ygo6Ho?

— [Ta! MHe Tak 60sbIlle HPABUTCS!

Mapkwu3, Ka3anock, He PacCIIkIIal, HO BOT MUIbTHAEC BHTIISAEN HOBONbHEIM. [Tamouka
OTIpeMesieHHO JII00UT MeHs.

— Bawm cnenyet obpaiaThcs K Ero BenuuectBy 6omee popMaibHO, pa3 YK Bbl IPUHIIECCA.
[ToxkanyiicTa, Ha3bIBaiTE €r0 «UMIIEPATOP-OTEI».

— WmnepaTtop-oten? — «[lama» MHe HPaBUJIOCH KyZha 6osblne. MunbTragec CIIOBHO IPOYUTA MO0
Peakuuio U cKas3am:

— 30BU MEHS «IIAl0YKa».

— Xopoto!

Mapku3 bapTonby HaxMypHUCs, HO IPOTUB BOJIM UMIIEPATOPA ITOMUTH OH HE MOT.

CTousno MHe ITOyMaTh, UTO IeHb NpoiifeT 6e3 mpouctiecTsuil... «bym! Bym! Bym!» TTocnbianach
cepus B3PHIBOB.

— OcTaBauics 3mecb. — MunbTuagec BCKO4YMI C MeCTa, KaK TOJIbKO ycablian mwyM. OH nepenan MeHs
Kannuany.



«4T0 l'IpOI/ICXOJII/IT?» 4 OBLn Tak IMOTPACEHa, 49TO n0n6e}KaHa K Jlronmmasne. [1o3xke OHa YyIiljia BBEISICHUTE,
B 4eM mejo. OHa BEPHYJIaCh C KAMEHHEIM JIMIIOM.

— JIioIM, 9TO CIIy4YUI0Ch? — CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— Cssrasd, Karca IOXUTHIIH.

— YTt0?
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