Mapku3 bapTonry, noxas myedyaMu, cKa3at:

— Bawm He 06s3aTeIbHO MTPOBO3TJIAlIaTh KOTO-TO UMIIEepaTPUIlel. & MpoIly Bac UL CAeIaTh BUT,
YTO BHI UIIETE JEBYIIKY Ha €e Pojib. KTO MoCMeeT BHICTYIIUTh IPOTUB BallleT0 PEIIeHNs?

— YV umnepun Paxens HUKOT{a He OyOeT uMnepaTpulsl. [Ipugymaiite 4To-HuOYAb MOJTyYIIIE.

— Bame BenmuuyecTBo, Ee BEICOYECTBO pacTeT 6e3 MaTepH...

I1o aToro caMoro MomMeHTa MunbTHamec HUTHOPHUPOBAII BCE, O HeM I'OBOPHUJI MAPKHK3, HO cenyac OH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, CMATYHNIICA. 1:‘IGMY MapPKH3 HECKOJIBKO YOIUBHUJICA.

— INoxany#icTa, mogymaiTe 00 3ToM. [IpuHIlecce HyKHa UMIIEPaTPHIlA, YTOOH HAYYUTh €€
OpHeHTHUpOBaThCS B 001ecTBe. [TogyMaiiTe, KakKoBO e Oy[eT MmocelaTh BCe MEPOTIPUSITHUS B
OOUHOYKY.

— Kak 5T0 — B OJUHOYKY, €CJId Y Hee eCTh 97?

— BEI camMUy TOHUMaeTe, YTO He CMOXKEeTe 3aMEHUTh €Ml MaTh, — OTBETHUII IOXKUIION MYZXK4YHHa.

Munstragec OnyCcTui rojioBy.

— [loxanylcra, IepecCMOTPUTE CBOE pellleHre, Bale BeIu4yecTBo.

Wmmnepatop mo6apabaHui manbliaMy 10 CTOIY. bapTonpy IpUBe 4OCTaTOYHO BECKUE TOBOJIHL.

HakoHel, uMIepaTop OTBETHII:

— XO0po11I0, HO IIpU OJHOM YCJIOBUU.

— Kakom? — Mapku3 BCTPEBOKUIICS.

— CnepBa IIONMYYUTE Pa3pelIeHue Moen Jo4dyepu, — CKa3all Munstragec. JIuio MapKH3a BapTOJ'[b‘-Ia
IIOTEMHEJIO.

— 9t0 OymeT Helnerko, — yCMexHycs MunbTuagec, Kak Obl Kenas ygauu. MapKu3 B3MOXHYIT; OOHO
IIPEMNSTCTBHUE CIIEI0BAJIO 3@ APYTHUM.

— Baire BeIM4eCTBO, BH TMIPUHAIN HeKapCTBO?



TumuHa.

— 4 cnpimran oT JIMUTPHS, YTO Ballle COCTOSTHUE HEeCTAaOUIIbHO.

— He GecniokoiiTechk 00 9TOM.

— Kak M0XHO...

Ha nune MunbTrageca mMossBUAIOCh OECIIOKONCTBO. Pa3gancs CTYK B OBEDE.

— Barne BenmuuecTtBo, Ee BLICOUECTBO 37IECh.

— BroycTtute ee, — OTBETHII UMIIEPATOP, 3aT€M IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MapKu3a bapTonbya, — a BB —
yOupamnTecs.

— A Toxe X049y BCTPETUTHLCA C Ee BHICOUECTBOM. — MapKI/I3 YIIPpAMO OTKA3BIBAJICA YXOOUTE.

B xoMHaty npoiuarana AMenus.

— ITana! — Osna cpa3sy xKe 6pocunack K MunbTruagecy B 00bITHUS.

Mapku3 bapTosnbyu 1oCMOTpeN Ha Hee ¢ BOCTOPIOM.

— IToxoxe, Ee BEICOUECTBO OUeHb JIIOOUT Bac.

— OT0 TO4YHO, 1 000Kal0 Marnoyky! — AMenus npuumniaa K Munbtuagecy. — [eaylika, a BE KT0O?

— d — mapku3 bapTosnpuy.

— O, 3anagnasii Open! — ['ma3a AMenuy 3aCBETUIIUCE.

Mapku3s paccmesncs:

— Bui 3HaeTe Mot pamumnbHbIM rep6? KTo Xe Balll yYuTesnb?

— Y MeHs HeT y4qurTes.

— [Ipomry npoiueHus?



— Y MeHsq HeT ero.

Mapku3 bapTtonby B3rnaHyn Ha Munbtuageca. [locnegqHui IpOUTrHOPUPOBA €r0 MPUCTAJIbHBIN
B3TJIAf.

— Batre BenuecTso, pa3se Ee BBICOUECTBO ellle He HaYasla 06y‘-IaTbCH?

— E#1 Bcero mecTs JieT.

— OT0 Ke upeasbHBIA BO3PACT AJIs cTapTal — Mapku3 3akaTui ri1a3a. — Henb3st onyckaTh, YTOOH
TaKOW reHUaNbHEIA pefeHoK ocTacs 6e3 o6pa3oBanusd. Bce pagu 6ynyuiero uMmnepuu. Kakoe
ynyiueHue!

Amenusa paccMednaCh Hag ero CJIOBaMu. MunbsTHageca B KOU-TO BEKHU pyrarorT.

— Tloxoxe, Yy IaIlbl HEIIPUATHOCTH.

WMmnepaTop moCMOTpesT Ha Mapku3a Bapromnbya.

— Y6upaiitech. Ha 9TOT pa3 s mpomymry 3T0 MUMO YIIIeH, TOTOMY YTO MIPUHIIECCA 3[ECh, HO B
crenyoummi pa3 1 He Oyny Tak goOp.

Mapku3 bapTonpy 3Has, KOrga Hy>KHO OTCTyIlaTh. Korfa oH BEIXOOUJI U3 KOMHATHI, B rlla3ax AMeNnuu
mpobezka 030PHOM OT'OHEK.

— Oxka3sbiBaeTcs, gaxe Tebs MOXKHO pyraTh!

MunbTHamec Mojrdai.

— Huyero crpamHoro, s He pacckaxy Kammuany. A BOT MeHs 4acTo pyraet JlionuaHa.

— Ona cMmeeT pyraTh Te0s?

— Ara, 9T0 TOTOMY 4TO S1 HUHOT{Ia TOBOPIO CTPAHHEIE BEIIH, IIOCTOSHHO 0erarm Tyma-Cloga U eM
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO CJIafiloCTel. A BYepa BeuepoM MMO3OHO Jierjia Clarh.

— Beckue IpUYUHHL.

— 3aTo g Munamka. Pa3se He Tak?



ITocne HEeIIPOOOJIZKUTENIEHOT'O MOJIYaHU A, UMIIEPATOP CKa3all:

— Jla, Tak u ecTh.

— ITana, TH Takou Kpacuswiii! Hy mpocTo cymep KpacaBuuk! — AMenus IpUTSHYyIa €ro K cebe,
yTOOBI 0OHSATH. MUIBTHAEC CTPAHHO IOCMOTPETT Ha Hee.

— 41 cnplmIan, TH pelnuia cociaTh 00paTHO Tpex paboB. YTo clny4yunoch?

— OHU XOTAT OBITH TBOMMH.

MunbTrazfec CKopuus rpuMacy. Kak Tonbko oH cobpasicsi CIIpOCUTD, YTO, YEPT BO3bMH, OHa UMEET B
BULY, AMenus IPOAOJIKAIIA:

— He 6epu B ronosy! 4 xouy mozxkamoBaTbCs!

— TToxanoBaThCsa?

AmMenusi KUBHYJIa.

— HM3HavanbwHO g He X0Tena TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM...

MunbTHageca yOUuBUII CEPbE3HBIN HACTPOU AMEJIUH.

— IMocnymaii, nanoyka! Menst ke 30ByT AMmenud [Ipucnunna Jlakc Buoc Paxens?

— KoHeuHo.

«Amenus [Ipuciunna» — OHU BEIOpanu BMecTe, «JIakc» — IMMOTOMY 4YTO OHa OblNla XKpuieu, «Buoc» —
yTOORI TOKA3aTh, UYTO OHA OblIa HAaclemHUIeH uMiepuu Buoc, a «Paxenb» — moToMy 4To OHa Oblla
YaCThI0 UMIIEPATOPCKON ceMbH Paxens.

— B yeMm meno?

Awmenus Oblna IIOKHPOBaHa BOIIPOCOM MumnbTHameca.

— EcTb orpomHas npo6eMa! — KpUKHYIa OHA.

— Yt0 He Tak?



— ITana, T 4TO, Aypak? Y MeHsd HeT pamunuu!

«ypak?..» Munpstragec Haxmypuics. C HUM TakK HUKTO ellle He pa3roBapuBall. Bo Bcel uMIepuu He
CBICKaTh 4eJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM CMOT OBl OCMENUTHCS TaK 00pallaThCs C UMIIEpPaTOPOM.

OH crnpocus:

— 3auem Tebe bhamunus?

W cuoBa Amenus O0TpearupoBaia MIOKOM U Y2KadCOM. Ona 3aKpPhIJId JIMIO PYKAMU U 3aKpH4dalla:

— OT0 He TH ynouepun MeHs! A g TeOs ycbiHOBUTIa! — OHa pa3phifanacs.

K>

— ITana, TH pocTo nopel. HeyxKenu TBOX 4yBCTBa KO MHE OCTBIIA?
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