"Tel HCYE3aelllb Ha IIeCTh MECSIIEB U3 TOfla, ¥ 9TO MPEKPACHO, HO Ha 9TOT pPa3 THI laXkKe He BUIUIIID
TeJla IeJIbIX ABa r'ofia, IOHUMAaels? S He MOT CIaTh KaXkAyo HOYb, ST AyMasl, YTO Te0s MOXUTHIIH, Thl
TIOHMMaelllb, YTO YYBCTBYET MaTh? MHe KaXKeTCs, UTO s [0IKEH IIOTOBOPUTH C TBOUM OTIIOM, YTOOH
TBI CMOT KaK MOXKHO CKOpee CO3[laTh CEMbI0, UTOOB! THl CMOT TIOHSITh TPYOHOCTH, CBSI3aHHEIE C TEM,
yTOOH! ORITH pomuTeneM". IMnepaTpuila, HaKOHEI], Cejla U BCe ellle BHITUPaJia CIe3kl, KaK OHa
TOBOPHIIA.

"Mama, MO¥ CHIH 3HAET, YTO 5 Oblja HellpaBa, TaK YTO He TPYCTH, S BEPHYJIACh, He Tak nmu? U g
XOPOIIO, faxke CUIbHee, YeM paHbie". [Tocne aToro I'y PyodsH mpoTsAHyI UMIepaTpHUlle HOTY, YTOORI
OHa yBHUIeJla, KaK OH XeCTukynupyert nepep Jlu CoH.

"He BHITATHBal Iepefo MHOU PYKY ¥ HOTY, CSOb PSOOM CO MHOM U [lail MHe XOPOIIEeHbKO Ha Te0s
mocMOTpeTh." UMnepaTpulla HaxMypuiach, HO IpoAoiixKana MaxHyTek ['y Pyodenry.

I'y Pydenr ynsIOHYyICS U MOAOIIEN K UMIIepaTpulle, Haiiaa OuxKaliinee MECTO M CEB PSILOM C Hell.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK OH JOJICO CMOTPEJI Ha Hee, OH CKa3aJl: "OTHU [OBa rofa Thl CTpajall Ha yJIulle, He Tak
mm?"

Cepriie KOPOJIeBE He ObII0 HeSICHEIM, T Ha muilo I'y PyodaH, CTaHOBUIOCEH BCe CUTIbHEE U
CHJIbHEE, YTO OIPefesIeHHO IPOII0 Ob Yepe3 YTO-TO U CTaj0 Obl TAKKUM, eCJid ObI OHa KMJIa
130aI0BaHHOM, TapY0BOM XKU3HbIO, Taxke eclii Obl OHA 0CTABAJIaCh Ha y/IHIIEe B TEUEHHUE NECSATH JIeT,
OHAa He cTaja OBl TaKOM.

Kak TonpKo umneparpuiia cupocuna o6 3ToM, I'y Pyodan BcmoMHum, Kak yacto onu c Jito Hatanu
IIOOHUMAJIUCh Ha TOPY, ¥ YIJIHL €70 PTa He MOTJIM He YIE0aThCs.

"Kak TOJBKO s cripocun Te0s Koe 0 4eM, Thl IPOCTO XUXUKaJ, Haj YeM Thl cMeelllbcsi? ECTh IeByIlKa,
KoTopas Tebe HpaBuTCA?" MMmepaTpulla B3TJIAHYIa HAa HETO U CIIPOCUTIA.

"EcTp, HO II0OKa He MOTYy CKa3ath". ['y PyodeHr cka3asn 3arago4so.

"¢ mory cka3aTh Tebe, 4TO ecyu y Tebs melCTBUTEIbHO eCTh eBYIIKa, KoTopas Te0e HpaBUTCS,
IIepBOe, YTO THI AOJIKEH CKa3aTh MHE, 3TO TO, YTO Thl HE MOXKEIIb IPUBECTH €€ K BOOBCTByOIIEH
WmmepaTpulie ¥ OCTalIbHEIM, II0Ka HE MPOUIEIb MUMO MEHS, THl MEHS CIIBIIINIIE?"

I'y Pyodan cmesincs: "He BomHylicS, 1 HUKOTAA He CIPSAYYCh OT TeOs1, YTOOB BCTPETUTHCS C
UMIlepaTpulled U ApyruMu".

9T0 3asgBIeHNe OUYeHb YCIOKOUIo MMiepaTpully, oyMas npo ce0s.

BwmecTo TOrO, YTOOBI HaABEIIATb I/IMnepanHuy, OH OBILT 30€eChb, YTOOBI OT6I/IpaTb Y HEe BEIlu.



"MaMma, C CeromHSILIHET0 OHS g Oyay KUTb BO ABOPIlE, 1 He BepHYCh." ['y PyodsH ckasan u BcTar,
OTJISIOBIBASsICh Ha UMIIEPAaTOPCKUE IIOKOMU.

"V Tebs TaM OBIJTA KaKue-TO HEeIIPUSATHOCTH, U THl HE OCMEJIUAJICS BEPHYTHCS 10 TOTO, KaK CIIPSATaCs
co MHOI? Unu oTen cuenan Tebe BEroBop?" MMmepaTpulia C TPEBOT0M CIIPOCHUIIA.

"HUKTO U3 HUX, BUAUTE JIU, 1 HE BEPHYCh Ha [Ba I'0fa, BEILX B OMe HeJlb3s UCI0Ib30BaTh, €CTh, ECTh
6e3, UCI0JIb30BaTh, UCIOJIb30BaTh 0€3, S yMaJl, IPOCTO He Bo3Bpalllaiics, B 1000M ciiydae, Bce
JIETKO AOCTYIIHO 37ech, B foMe MaTepu." ['y PyodeHr urpan seropsis.

"f 3HaJI, YTO THI He MPUILIe]I KO MHEe UCKPEHHE, IT0OKa3bIBas CBOU JIMCUY XBOCT, TakK? CKaxXu MHe,
MaJIeHbKO€ OTPOMbe, 4TO Tebe HpaBUTCI?"

I'y Pyodan B3s/1 HePUTOBEIN PYWU U BEPHYJI €T0 B MUCXONHOE MOJI0XKEHKE, CKa3aB: "Mama, 1 HU4ero
He BUXKY, TaK YTO IIPOCTO IOCMOTPH, YTOOHI aTh HEMHOTO".

Cxka3saB 3T0, OH y/IBIOHYJICSA U IOCMOTPETT Ha UMIIepaTPHUILy.

WmnepaTpulla Tak pa303jIuiack, 4To ee U0 mobnaenHeno: "Trl 1eB, TH MOXKeIb B3ITh 06paTHO Te
JKe [Ba, THl Jaellb MHe [1aTh, CKOJIBKO S OOJIXKeH faTh ax?"

"Torga 9TO 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, KaK CHUIbHO MaMa Jio0ut Mens!" [Tocne Toro, Kak I'y PyodsH ckasan,
4YTO OH BhIO€XKaJl B MTHOBEHUE 0Ka, ¥ Korfa OH fobpasics [0 OBepH, OH COenal IUILO0 Ha
UMIepaTpully, He 3a0bIB IpuexaTth: "Mos KapeTa XKIEeT CHapyXu".
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