BHe3arHo, B aleKOM TyMaHe, HEeCKOJIBKO CHITy3TOB yIasu B ritada Mepdu. HebecHbl
My3bIKAJIbHBIM POMaH W W W W W W . TOPT Ternepb Mojofiasi XKeHII[MHa, KaXXeTCs, He 3aMedaeT 3THUX,
Mepdu cxxuman 3y0sl, clerka Kojebascs, 3aTeM BCTall, HECKOJIbKO CUMBOJIOB B PyKe
BLIJIETEJIO. "¥Y3o0p myxa Xpanurens, oTkpou!" "Jlerkas [1yxoBHOCTb, OTKpoOu!" "Xogsuuu
Hyx, oTkpoii!" Tpu Benukue TUHUY AyXa OTKPBIIKACH B YHUCOH, 1 Mepdu BCKOUMI ¥ BHE3aITHO
yleTes faneko OoT Kopalis. Ho Bckope mocrie BeIXOAa U3 J0OKu, Mepdu BOPYT MOYyBCTBOBA
TSI2KEJIbI BEC Ha CBOEM Tejle, Kak Oy[To Iox HuM Oblfla CUJIbHAS CHJla BCAaChIBaHUS, YTOOH TSHYTh €TI0
BHU3 XKeCTKO. Jluio Mepdu MraoBeHHo nobnegHesno: "Yept Bo3pMu! Yo 3TO 38
orcoc?" E1re mo Toro, Kak oH ycmei 06 9TOM IOfyMaTh, €r0 HOTH yKe MOT'Py3UJIUCh B
PEKy. JlegsiHasg poxJiajia MTHOBEHHO OXBaTHJIa BCE €T0 TeJlo, U OH YyBCTBOBaJ Ce0S TOIHKO
JKeCTKUM, Kak OyZITo BCce ero Teio 3aMep3Ji0 BO JIbIY. Pyka BHe3amHO BeIpBajachk U3 peku CTHUKC,
OIVH CXBaTHUJICA 3a JIOOBIKKY. Mepdu OpOTHYI OT X0/10/Ia, CKPUIIEeN 3y0aMu 1
IIepeBepPHYIICS. CBeT MMOJIOCKM AyXa-XpaHUTENS Clerka Mepla, U pyKa MCTHOBEHHO
OTBOpPaYHBanach. Mepdu He ocMenuiIcs 3afepKUBATLCS, BOCIIOIb30BABIINCH 9TON CHUIION
OTCKOKa, CKpeKellla 3y0aMu, BOJIOYUIT JKECTKOe TeJI0 u Opocuiics K 6epery. Peka, KoTopas Oblyta
IOBOJIbHO THXOM Ha MPOTSKEeHUU BCETo IIyTH, BAPYT, Ka3aloch, IPOCHYJIACh, OfHa O0IbIlas pyKa
IIPOTSAHYIaCh.

Llenmnsisick 3a HOTH IOOPSI[, CBET IIOJIOCH AyXa-XpaHUTEJs IIPOMOJIKal MepIaTh, ¥ Bce OOMbIINe PYKH,
KOTOpHIe ObIM 67TM3K0, OTCKAKUBAIM, ¥ C CUJION 3TOTO MOANPHITUBAHUS, OH, HAKOHeI], Bce Onuxe u
6nuxke mombuparncs K 6epery. Peka BHe3amHO pyxHYJia, U OTPOMHOE JIUI0 IPU3paKa BHIJIETETIO,
3aTeM OTKpHIJIO CBOM KPOBaBHIM POT ¥ OPOCUIIOCH K HEMY C PEBOM. YepHuia ObIIU XKECTKUMH,
COBCEM He MOTJIH YCTOSITh, ¥ ObUIM MOTJIOMIEHH JINIIOM IIPU3PaKa, MafaloIuM IPSIMO B PEKY. Ha
MaJIeHbKOH JIOJKe MOJIofasi XKeHIIWHA CIIOKOMHO Ha0Iroasia 3a MPOUCXOISIITNM, ¥ TOJIBKO ITOCTe
TOT0, Kak Mepdu 3aTaumnu B peKy CTUKC, OHa CJIeTKa HaXMypuJlach ¥ HETPOMKO ITpoOopMoTaa:
"OH BB BOOH U3 0aOYIIIKMHOTO CyIla U Cesl Ha JIOAKY ellle TAaKUM TSKeJIbIM, 4YT0, KOHEeYHO, He
IIOTEPSJI TaMsATh, HO npuiten ¢ Mocra 2Kusuu u Cmeptu'. "X0Ts maTTEpH [OyXa BCe elle B
HEKOTOPOM CTeNeHM CUJIeH, myMas o rnepexofe yepe3 Moct XKusuu u CMepTH, OH OOJIXKEH OLITh
HEMHOT'0 KOPOTOK. Heykenu B 3TOM MaJleHbKOM GpaTe HET Apyroro cekpera?" Mepdu 6bin B
OeCTBEHHOM IT0JIOKEHUH, ¥ MOJIofas XKeHIIMHa MoJT4ya Ha0Iroana 3a MPOUCXOMSIINM, He UMest HU
MaJieyIIero HaMepeHus MPEeI0KUATh ITOMOLIb. Oxka3zanoch, 4TO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia OHa TOJIbKO
YTO TOAHsNIAck Ha 00pT Kopabiis, oHa yxKe BuOesa, 4To X0Ts Mo ®eli u Boinua cyn MeH [To CsiHb, OH
BOBCE HE MOTEPSII MaMsITh. Ona He moTepsiia NamMaTh, HO MPOIIJIa Yepe3 MOCT XKU3HU U CMEPTHU
HEBPeIUMOM, YTOOH CKa3aTh, UTO Y Mepdu HEeT IPYTUX CEKPETOB, OHA aOCOJIIOTHO He

BEPUT. HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4uTo Mepdu ymana B peKy, OHa Bce ele Oblna IMoJIHa COMHEHHUH B CBOEM
Cep[lie U BCe ellle He CIelllria HaHeCTH yaap. Ha MoCTy XXKM3HU ¥ CMePTH YMUPAIOT Te, KTO UAET
BIlepe[], XXKUBYT; Te, KTO I0BOPauYnBaeT Ha3afl, YMUPAIOT. 9TO XKeNe3HBIU 3aKOH JyXOBHOTO MUDA,
Oynmb TO XKUBHIE UJIM MEPTBHIE, IO TeX IO, IT0Ka B UX Cepfliax elle 0CTaHyTCS BOCIIOMUHAHUS,
IIPUBSI3aHHOCTY U HaBI34YMBHIE UMIEH, OHU HaBepPHsSKa OyayT 3alepThl IOJ MOCTOM XKHU3HU U

CMEpTH. XoTb ¥ He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX HECYACTHRIX CTyYaeB, HO CAMM 3TH CYILIECTBa OBLIH
HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIMHU, B OTIMYME OT Mepdu, KOTOPHIH SIBHO OB OOBIYHBIM YeJI0BeKOM 0e3 BCSIKOT0
KYJIbTUBUPOBaHUS. Ecnu 651 m000# 00BIYHEBIN YeI0BeK Mor mepeceuyb MocT 2Kusuu u CMepTu
HEBPE[UMEBIM, TO 3TOT IyTh MiHL U AHb naBHO OB OB B Xa0Ce. [TosTomy y Mepdu gomKHB
OCTAThCsI CEKPETHI, ¥ OHU BCe elrle ObIIM OOIBIINMYU CEKPETAMU. ITa TaitHa Oblsla T1aBHOM
IIPUYMHOM, TI0 KOTOPOM OHA COTacuiach Ha 1moe3uky Yxks Mo-¢dai. Yepes HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs,
yBU[IEB, 4YTO peka CTUKC yxKe He OblJIa HAIlOJIOBUHY HEHOPMAaJIbHOM, MOJIOfas XKeHIIMHA ClIeTKa
IIoKayvaJsia T0JI0BOM M YIIBIOHYJIach OT pa304apoBaHus: "ITO JelCTBUTENILHO He BeCeso, s oayMalla,
YTO CMOT'Y YBUOETH Clopiipu3". MHe BCce paBHO, 10 KpaliHell Mepe, Thl 3BOHUJI MHE HECKOJIbKO pas,
yTOOBI YBUAETh MOET0 Milafiiero Opara B 6efie, MOl cecTpa He MOXKET IIPOCTO CTOSATh U

CMOTPETH". JlerkuM [BUKEHNEM Tejla MOJIofas XKeHIIMHA BHIIIIa U3 JIOOKY U MOIJIblIa Hafl



pekou CTHKC. Kak HU CcTpaHHO, peKa, KOTopasi TOJIbKO 4To OylieBasa, C MPU3PavyHBIMUA PYKaMU U
IPU3PAYHBEIMY JTUI[AMHU, TOMHUMAOUIUMUCS HAapyXKy, Ka3aJ0Ch, CHOBA IIOTPY3UJIach B TTyOOKUM COH,
WTHOPUPYS MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIMHY, KOTOPas TaKxXKe BhIIIa U3 MaJleHbKOU JIOAKM. TeMHO-CUHU
CBeT B T'Jla3axX MOJIONOM XKEeHIMHEL CJIeTKa Meplial, ¥ KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfla OHa co6upasach
CIOenarTh Iar, Ha ee JIMile BHE3aITHO MOSBUIIOCH BhIpaxkeHue Ioka: "4To 310?" Peka BHe3amHo
3aKuIiena, Korma Mepdu yman B BOOY ¥ BePHYJICS B IIOKOH, U U3 TJIyOUH PEKU OBITIO CIIBIIIHO
O6ecuncIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO IJIaYyIIUX IPU3PAKOB U BOIKOB. OpHako mocne Toro, Kak Monogas
JKeHIIHa Oblna IIOKUPOBaHa, OHA BMECTO 3TOTO CJerkKa U C MHTePecoM 3acMesiach: "BoT aTo
MHTEPEeCHO"! 3BYK 3aBHIBAIOIIET0 BOJIKA-IIPHU3paKa JOHOCUIICS U3 riyouH peku CTHUKC, 3BYK
CTaHOBUJICS BCE TpOMYE U YHUIIIE. BHe3amnHo 0ClenuTeNbHBIN CBET IPOOUIICS CKBO3b I'PAHHUIIBI
peku, u rae Obl CBET HU NMPOXOAUTI, Oy[b TO TYCTOM TyMaH WM XyTKas IpU3padyHasi aypa, gaxe BOAbI
peku u3beranu ero. Ho KT0 omo3marn, yToOw n30exkKaTh, TYMaH, MPU3PaKku U Boxgbl peku CTHKC,
KaK Oy[TO CHEr BCTPETH IIbINIAoIee COJIHIle, MTHOBEHHO PaCTasiIy. B rimy6uHe peku, CO3HaHUE
Mepdu 610 Pa3MBITO, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH yIasl B PEKy, JiefisiHas X0JI0qHas BOMa BOIIJIA B €T0
TEeJI0, XU OH TOJIBKO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 TEJIO TEPSIET BCE CO3HAHKE B OMHO MTHOBEHUE. Oxn
CMYTHO OCO3HaBaJl, YTO ajaeT Ha OHO peku CTHUKC, U Jaxe BUfel 0eCuuClIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO
611eHO-TONTyOBIX T'JIa3, pacIaxHyThIX KPYTO BHU3Y, CJIOBHO IIPUBETCTBYS €T0, BCe 3TO OBIIO0
HaIlOJIHEHO BOJITHEHUEM U BOJIHEHUEM. OH ropbKo yrbIOHYACS: "TH BLICOKOMEPEH, IaPCTBO AyXa
IIOBCIOAY TIOJTHO CTPAHHOCTEH, S BCe 9TO 3HAI0, U 5 TOIBKO 4YTO Bupes cuiny Mocta Kusau u CMepTy,
HO s BCe ellle HeJoOLeHuBal yxac peku CTukc". OH He COIPOTUBIIAJICS, M OH HE YYBCTBOBAI,
YTO €ro COIPOTUBIIeHUE OyneT uMeTh O0bIIoe 3HaYeHKe TIepef] TUI[OM CTPAIIHO CTPaHHOU
IIOOBOOHOM PEKHU. BHe3aIHo B €ro rojioBe MOABUNIUCE GUTYPH 0TIa Mo IlleHra, cTapeuInHbL
knaHa Cy, Mo Llu u 4yeThpex Marbiiiei. Cpasy mocie 3TOro OH BHIPOC, CKOHLIEHTPUPOBABIIKChH Ha
BBIPAIIMBAHUH, U, YTOOHI CIIACTH CBOETO fiefla, ero JaHThsH pa30usics Bope0e3ru u mpeBpaTUiCsS B
IIyCTOe MECTO, 3aTeM CJIy4aiHO CTall PyHHEIM MacTepOM, BHOBb HaOPaBIIIUCEH CHJT ¥ ITPOIOJIKAS
OXPaHSATh CEMBIO. 9Ta clieHa BCTaja IpsSMO U3 TTTyOHMHBI CBOETO Cepflla, MepTBas TUINHA Mepdu
ray00KO B €ro B3rJIsfe, faxe CMyTHO HEMHOTO 00JIbIlle XKU3HEHHOM CHUJIB, a 3aTEM OHa CTaHOBUIACh
BCce Oonbile 1 OoJblIe. Hakonen, Mo Qeli coenan rimy0OKui BOOX, €r0 IT'PyAb SPOCTHO BHITYKTIA, U
pelInTenbHOE, HU C YEM He CpaBHUMOE BeIpaXkKeHue IIPOMENIbKHYJIIO B ero rnasax: "Het! d He Mmory
yMmepeTs!” "Orel Bce ellle HYXKIaeTcs BO MHe, ceMbs Mo HyXKpaeTcs Bo MHe 6osblie." "bes
MEHST HUKTO U3 ceMbU Mo He cMoT OBl YCTOSTh IIPOTUB MECTH T'epPILIOTCTBA, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 XpaMe
Cenpo". Bopyr, He 3Has, OTKyfa B3sI/TUCh CUIlbl, Mepdu ckpumen 3ybaMu, CKUMall PyKu U
CJIerKa [IBUTaJICs, POT IPAKTUYECKU KpUdas Cepauy: "f He nomkeH yMupaTs! KecTkoe Teno
Mepdu TONMBKO UTO yIano Ha AHO peku CTUKC, u GecuyucieHHble KinaycTpodoOHbIe romy0ble Tia3a
cobpanuck BMecTe. ToapKo 4TO TyOs Mepdu LIuHYKY CllerKa Momgeprauch. [TepBoe, 4TO BaM
HY2KHO CHeJlaTh, 3TO U3BJIeYb U3 3TOI0 MaKCUMYM II0JIb3El, BTOPOE, YTO BaM HY2KHO CAeJlaTh, 3TO
M3BJIeYb U3 9TOT0 MaKCUMYM II0/Ib3El, @ BTOPOE, YTO BaM HYKHO CHeJlaTh, 9TO U3BI€Yb U3 3TOTO
MaKCHUMYM ITOJIh3HI. [To Mepe TOTO, KaK Bce OoJibIiie 1 60bille TONYORIX I'1a3 YHOCUIIO OeITbIM
CBETOM, BCe NHO PEeKU IIOIPYKaJIoCh B COCTOSIHUE NTaHUKU U CMATEHUS. Mepdu nouyBCcTBOBa
TOJIBKO BHE3AIIHBIN IIOTOK Telljla B JaHThIHOBCKOM YaCTH XKMBOTa, KOTOPBIM B MTHOBEHUE OKa
pacIpoCTPaHHUIICA II0 BCEMY TeJly, ¥ ero KeCTKOe TeJI0 IIOCTEIIeHHO MPUIIIIO B CO3HAHUeE. CxaB
KyJaK, Mepdu cunbHO BEIAOXHYI "CBAIIEHHYIO ITOJIOCKY SPKOCTH", THl HAKOHEI[-TO BEIYEPKHYI.
Bornriioe cmacu6o, THI CHOBA CIIac MHE KU3HL'". Cpa3sy XKe Iocje 3TOTro OH cheaj IyOoKui BOOX
U SPOCTHO IIOJHSJI TOJIOBY, AepXka B PyKe JIETKUY y30p OyXa Teja, U BeCh YeJIOBEK OOHUM MaxoM
IIPLITHYJI BBEPX U cpa3y xke ycrpeMmuics BBepX.[[J0IIoxanyicTa, 3alI0MHUTE HadajlbHOE JOMEHHOE
UM KHUTH:... MOOUIbHAS BEPCUS YMUTAETCS Ha.
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