HukTo HUKOTa He 3Hall, Kak moiro 0bi1 MocT 2Kus3nu u CMepTH, HO YTO OHU TOJIBKO YTO
yBUmenu? MoJIomoy 4eloBeK Ha MOCTY eHCTBUTEIBHO MPOIIIeNT BCEI0 HeCKOJIBKO IIIaroB GLICTPee U C
JIETKOCTBIO Tepedparsics Ha MPOTUBOIOI0KHYI0 CTOPOHY MocTta Kusuu u CMmeptu. CTapas KpoHa yxke
MHOT0 JIET OXpaHseT BO3Jie MOCTa XKU3HU U CMEPTH, OHa HUKOT[a He BUesla TaKOU CLIEHbI, 1 MOXKET
3aCTaBUTh MOCT XKU3HU ¥ CMEPTHU MOANATLCA MATKOCTH, ¥ CTATh XOPOIIKUM, KaK OOBIYHBIN apOYHBIN
MOCT, BCETO B HECKOJIKHUX IIIarax MOXKHO IIPOMTH, B NOMOIHEHKE K 00Jiee BLICOKOMY YPOBHIO
002KeCTBEHHOTO OPYKUS, YeM IKCTpeMalibHOe 6eCCMEPTHOE OpyXkKUe, OHA HEe MOXKET OyMaTh O OAPYTUX
BO3MOXKHOCTSHX. Mom4anuBhii Ha MITHOBEHME TOpOaThI CTaPUK HaXMYPHIICS U crpocui: "Ha
nopore Mub A1, kpoMme MocTta 2Kusuu u CMepTH, €CTh JIK ellle rae-Hubyab 0macHOCTh"? Crapyxa
Ha MTHOBEHME 3aCOMHeBAJIach M C TOPbKOU yIbIOKOM oTBeTHNa: "CHIH KEHBl 0XpaHsSeT BO3JIe MOCTa
2Kuzuu u CmepTH, KTO OB 3TO HU OB, IOKA OHY IIBIOT CYII ChIHA KEHHI U HaXOASATCS Ha Jopore UHb u
fHb, OHM MOTYT UATH, HEe OECIIOKOSICh U B 1I€JIOM HE CTOJIKHYTCS C OOJBIION OIACHOCTRIO". "Te,
KTO OTKA3BIBAIOTCS ITUTh CYTl CBOUX XKEH U XOOUTH 10 JOPOKKAM WHb U STHb, KaK 00BIYHO, He
OTCYTCTBYIOT, HO 9TH B3pOCJIble 160 GeccMepTHEIE, MO0 POXKAEHHEIE C 60KECTBEHHBIM
npubexuiiem". "ITOT MIapmIni 6paT BCe-TaKu OOBIYHBINM YeJI0BEK, MOXKET JI OH 0€30I1acHO
UATY 110 TyTH ViHEL U dHb, 3aBUCUT OT BEJIMYKUHBI CUJIBI 3TOTO 60KECTBEHHOT0 OPYXKUS Ha
HeM". ['oBops 00 3TOM, CTapyxa HepeIIUTeIbHO TIOCMOTpeia Ha ropbaToro cTapuka U MaJleHbKUM
ronocoM crupocuna: "IIpeMbep-MUHUCTP 'y, KTO TaKOM 9TOT MajleHbKUM OpaT?". JIutio ropbartoro
cTapuka ObIJIO CIerkKa YrPIOMBIM, ¥ KPOH TOcIeInuit 06bsIcHUTD: "Csio CsiHb He X04eT BHUKATh B BAlIy
TaiHy, a MPOCTO X04YeT CKa3aTh, UTO eCJIi 0e30IaCHOCTb 3TOT0 MaJIeHbKOT'0 OpaTa el CTBUTEIhHO
BaxHa, TO npeMbep-MUHUCTD [y, Csi0 CsAHBb, MOXKET f010KUTE 3a Bac Koporto I[Togzemuoro mupa'.
ITo Tex nop, moka Benukuii [ToBenutens [IpercnonHe TOTOB BMENIATLCS, S CYUTAI0, YTO HET
HUKaKuX mmpobnem". Y rop6aToro ctapuka rnopxaay BeKH, U OH, He 3aJyMbIBasCh, TOMaxall
pykou: "Kauingy, He Hafo, 3Ta MeJlodb, He Haflo TPeBOXUTE ['ocriofa rocnogusa”. HecMmotps Ha
TO, YTO KJIaH [IyXOB SIBNISI€TCSI CTapeiiiei u Haubojee MOTyIeCTBeHHOM rpymnoi B LlapcTse [IyxoB,
Laps IIpencnopHel He SBISETCS YeM-TO, C Y4eM MOXKHO OBITI0 ObI CBSI3aThCs, TeM Oosee, uTo Llaps
[TpeucnogHel MPeCcIoOByTO 3KCIEHTPUYEH U YacTo JIIOOUT XoguTh BOKPYT LlapcTBa [1yxoB,
3aMaCKHAPOBABIINCH O[T TPOCTHIX JTIOMIEH. Haxe cTapme 6paThbs KilaHa [[yX0oB HE XOTEJN
CITMIIIKOM MHOTO 0o01aThcs ¢ Brmapabikoii IIpercrnogHel, 4TOOB He Pa303JIUThCS HACTONIBKO, YTO UX
BHIPBET KPOBbIO, HO OHU HUYETr0 He MOTIJIU C 3TUM IIOAeNaTh.

T'opbaThiit CTAPUK XOPOIIO 3HAJ 00 9TOM, OYeHb OECIIOKOHUJIICS O TOM, YTO JIOPH AU, OH OBLI
yYBEPEH, UTO faxe ecyiy OBl 3TO OBIJIO MaJIeHbKOE [EeJI0, TO 3TO OBIJI0 OBl 04€Hbh MHOTO
HEIIPUSATHOCTEN. CnycrtuBmuchk ¢ Mocta 2Kusnu u Cmeptu, Mepdu mpoImesn mpsiMo 1o TPOIIUHKE
TI0JT HOTAMHU ¥ CHOBA OBICTPO OCTAHOBHIJICSI HA CBOEM ITyTH. Ilopora o ux HOraMu IOAOIIIa K
KOHIIY, BIIEPEH ellle TyMaH, ¥ BOKPYT HUX CMYTHO CJIBIIIAJICS IIyM BOASHBIX BOJIH, IPUJIMIIIINX K
Oepery. 9TO He MyTh JOMOM, 3TO IBHO MUP AYXOB. W, Hepamneko nepeq To60, HaBepHOe, BCE
etrfe OBITIO 03€PO, UK JaxkKe MOpe. OH NOJ03PUTEIBLHO IIOCMOTPETT BOKPYT U HE MOT He XMyPUThHCS
1 OopMmoTaTh: "CTapyllka TOIbKO 4TO OblNla CIUIITKOM HEeHaHeXXKHOM, CHavyala CTpaHHBIU cym ['ypy, a
IIOTOM OH CKa3aJl, YTOo, IIepeis yepe3 apoyHbId MOCT, I MOTY UATH AoMou. HO BOKpyT BCe elle
TyMaH, TakK 4ToO {1 JlaXKe He 3Halo, KyJa MHe UATHU, eCJIU He X04y BO3BpallaTecs B [Jecsats Tricaun
IIpeBHUx Benukux 6". IyxoBHOE IapPCTBO y2Ke ObIIO XOJIOMHBIM, CTOSI Y KPOMKH BOIHL U
yCIoKauBasich, Mepdu gpozxkas OT X0107a ¥ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs I'yJisdj, II0Ka He II09YBCTBOBAJI, 4TO
€ro XKeCTKHe PYKHU ¥ HOTH CTaly 4yTh-4yTh KOM(MOpPTHEE. CMmoTps Ha MaJleHbKOTO 6eoro
yeJioBeYKa Ha Iyiede, YIIbl pTa Mepdu mepranuce. B TakoM X07100HOM MeCTe OH OB HACTOJIbKO
XOJIOAEH, YTO eiBa MOT BhIiepXKaTh, U MaJeHbKUY IIapeHb KPENKOo JiexKall Ha IjiedaX, ero MaJeHbKUU
HOC ¥ POT CJIeTKa [ABUTAJINCh, ¥ OH AEVCTBUTEILHO KPEIKO CIajl, ¥ BpeMs OT BpEMEHU pa3faBajliCh
MSATKUE Xpamnsiiie 3ByKH. Mepdu 3a6aBHO KMBHYJI MaJIbIIIly B HOC, 3aTEM, aKKypPaTHO BHIKOJIOB
MaJIblina, IOMECTUII er0 aKKypaTHO BO BHYTPEHHUM KapMaH pPYK. BHesamnHo, OH He MOT He
BLITEPETH I'Jla3a U IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPETh: "Xa, 4To 3T0?" Ha paccrosiHuu, riay0oKo B CIOSX



TyMaHa, MaJleHbKas J10[IKa MeQJIeHHO UET 9TUM IIyTeM, JT0Ka MOXKEeT CMYTHO pa3nudaTh HECKOIIBKO
dburyp. Mepdu, KOTOPHIH KOasl HOJIroe BpeMs, XKajl, KOrha JI0gKa MPUYaIuT ¢ HeOOIbIITNM
BOJIHEHHEM U HEPBO3HOCTLIO. HaxkoHel], HeCKOJILKO [IeCSITKOB IIar0B C 3TOH CTOPOHLI, HEOOJIbIIAs
JIOJKA OCTAHOBMJIACH, U IISITh WJIX IIECTh YeJI0BEeK C 3aCTOMHBEIMU I'JIa3aMH Y JTHIaMHA HaCTOILKO
JKeCTKHe, YTO OHU He MOTJIA pa300paTh IIOJIOBUHY BRIPaKEeHHU s, BbICAKUBAJIUCh ONMH 3a

OPYTUM. Ha Gepery u3 gByX 4eJIOBEK B YEPHOU OfeXK/e BHE3aIHO BHIIIEN I'YCTOM TyMaH, He
CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, BEIBEJI ISATEPHIX UITH IIECTEPHIX YeTI0BEK 00paTHO Ha U3HAYAJIbHYIO JOPOTY. Mo
delt 3aMep ¥ CMOTPEJI 3TY CLIeHY, 0COOEHHO [IBYX YePHOKOXKWX, OH XOMWJI TIOJIIHS, YePHOKOXKHUE
BBIILIIJTM M3 TOTO MECTa, OH TOXe OBIJI, HO OH ITPOCTO He TOSBUJICS PSIOM C IBYMS YEPHOKOXKUMH aX,
3TH [Ba CTapIIuxX OpaTa [epyTcs U3 HUOTKyHa? "Xa, THI YenoBek?" Psimom ¢ MasieHbKOM
moakou Ha Mo ®eli cMOTpena JeCATUNeTHSS XKeHIIMHA C IOHOIIIECKOUW BHEIITHOCThIO ¥ YUCTHIM BUIOM,
ee ryia3a ObIIM HAIlOTHEHH B3TJISA0OM YOUBIIEHUS. Mo Qeii mocnemun nogoiTu: "Jla, s 4eIoBex,
s cny4aiHo momnas B ITapcTBo [IyxoB HECKOIBKO OHEM Ha3ald, U 51 0€CIIOKOUIICS, YTO He CMOTY HAWTH
[OpOry Ha3af. JTa cecTpa, Thl MOXKeIllb CKa3aThb MHE, Ky[ja MHe UOTU?" Mornogas XeHIIruHa
MSTKO 3acMesiyiachk: "MaseHbKHY OpaTHUIllKa, eCJIA ThI OyIellb IPOJ0JIXKATh B TOM K€ [IyXe, Th
HUKOT[]a He BepPHEIILCs, IyTh UHb-SH HE [JId BCexX'. JIntio Mo ®es n3MEHUIIOCH, OH TITy00KO
B3[OXHYJ U CKJIOHUT PYKY: "MeHs 30ByT Mo ®en, 51 unnen cembu Mo u3 mectoro Boctouroro
CafI0OBOTO TePLIOrCTBa AECATUTHICIYHOTO OpeBHEro KoponescTBa Cu Illyi. Ecnu BO3MOXKHO,
TIOTTPOCHTE TaK¥kKe 3Ty CeCTPY COOOIIUTh MHE O Jopore qoMou. [Toka MBI MOXKEeM eXaTh IOMOM, KaK OBl
TSI2KEJI0 9TO Hu O0b710, Mepdu roToB mompodoBaTh". Monopas XXeHIIIMHa Ha MTHOBEHHUE
3aMoT4ala, ee rjaa3a IOTeMHeNH, U OHa mocMoTpesia Ha Mo ®@eii: "HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO MOS JIOOKa
IyTelecTByeT Mo peke CTUKC ¥ 00paTHO KPYTJIbIHM TOf, OHa HUKOI'TIa He TePEBO3UT IUIIHUX
IIaccaXkXupoB, U el He pa3pelaeTcs MOOHUMATHCS BhIle. Kak TONMbKO MeHs 0OHapyXkKaT, He TOBOPS
yxe o Te0e, T He CMOT'Y 3alllUTUTh ceOs". Mo ®eii OB CJIETKA OIIEIOMIICH, II0X0XKe, HEMHOTO
IIOHUMasl CMBICII MOJIOJOM XKEHIIMHEI, X YKa3ajl Ha MeCTO, CKPBITOe CJIOSMU TyMaHa: "JTa CeCTpa, Th
TOBOPHILB, YTO S AOJIXKEH Ilepeceyb 3Ty peKy CTUKC, eCJIU s XO4Yy BEPHYThCA?". Monopas
JKeHIMHa ynbibHynack: "[lopora MHb-AHb pa3pmensieT ABa IapcTBa, peka CTUKC - caMoe BaxHOe, 1
CBepXy OUeHb IIpucTanbHoe Habmogenne". CecTpa - OOBIYHBIN IAPOMIIUK, X 3TO HE TO, YTO

HYXKHO". Mepdu B3mOXHYI OT pa3odapoBaHus: "Torma myuiie He 0ECIIOKOUTh CECTPY, S HauOy
[pyToii criocof". XoTst OH OBbIJT BCTPEBOXKEH, HE XOTEJ BTSTUBATD B 3TO APYTUX JIIOfIEH, 9TOT
YeJI0BeK, IepenpaBiIAoluica Yyepe3 PeKy, MOr paccKa3aTh eMy TaK MHOTO, 3Hasi, 4YTO peka CTHUKC
Oblla HEJJaJIeKo OT ero HOT, OH yKe 3HaJl 04eHb XOPOIIIO. YT0 KacaeTcsi BO3BpAIeHUs JOMOH, TO
OH He CHaJICsd, IOTOMY UTO BEPHUJI, YTO flaXKe eCJIK OH He CMOXKET HaUuTU APyTrod MyTh JOMOM, KOraa
rop0OaThIil CTapUK IOMMaeT ero, BCe yKe He OymeT nmpobyieMoi. Mo ®eii TOBKO YTO O0EPHYIICS U
cobuparics elle pa3 0OCMOTPEThCS, KOTHA C3ay BAPYT pa3fasicss KPUK MOJIONOM XKeHIIUHEL: "I,
OpaTulillka, eCjiu X04ellb BEPDHYTHCS B MUD YeJI0BEUECKUi, €CTh TOJILKO OIUH IyTh - peKa CTukc".
XoTs 1 He 0CMeJIMBalOCh B34Th Te€0s ¢ co00ii Ha IOJIHYIO KATYIIKY, S HEe MOTY B3SITh Te0s C

coboin". Mepdu noBepHyICcA Ha3al, C yIUBIEHUEM IIIAAA Ha MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIUHY: "OTa CecTpa,
TO, YTO THI CKa3aJlla - IpaBMa, He MpUHeCeT Tebe HempusITHOCTEN?" . Mononas XeHIIuHa
IPUKpPHIIA POT U 3acMesiniach: "IIpobaemer MoOryT ObITh HeMHOTO, UU mpouyuTtan www.uukanshu.com,
HO TIOKA THI CJIYIIaelb CBOI CECTPY, THI JOJIXKHA OBITH B OPsIOKe". Mepdu HEOTHOKPATHO KUBA
T0JIOBO#, HafleKa BEePHYThCS JOMOM Oblna 3a YIJIoM, ITyCTh [Ie/laeT BCe, YTO XOUeT, OH yxkKe OBl
HEMHOI'O B3BOJIHOBAH. Monopas XKeHIMHA Clerka KalulsiHysa, 3acTaBuB Mo ®eil HeMeaJIeHHO
YCIIOKOUTHCS, TOMBKO YTOOH YCIBIIIATh, KaK MOJIOflasl XKEeHII[MHA CKaXKeT C CEpbe3HBIM JUIoM: "Peka
CTHKC OYeHb OTacHa, Kopabu Moel CeCTpPhl HECYT MEPTBHIX JIIONEHN, a He KUBHIX, 9TO He 0e3
npuyuHb". Hy, Maagmmit 6pat, cecTpa TOIBKO YTO CIIPOCHIIA, TH CaM Mepeles MOCT KU3HU U
cmeptu?” Mepdu 3aMep3 U KUBHYIL. MocT xu3uu u cMeptu? OH He CIbIan 00 3TOM, HO OH
IIPOCTO ITPOIIIETT IT0 CTPAHHOMY U OITAaCHOMY apOYHOMY MOCTY, BO3MOKHO, 3TO ¥ 6b110.[]]
OIToxany¥cTa, 3alIOMHUTE HayaJlbHOE JOMEHHOEe UMS KHUTH:... MOOUIbHAS BepCHs YUTaeTCs Ha.
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