"TIpuBet, 6a0yiIka! Mory s CHpOCUTb, B KaKOM HaIlpaBJIeHUHU JOIKHA UOTH BOCTOYHAS YacThb
apctBa [yxa?" durypa mocTemneHHo MPOsSICHUIACh, 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO Ha 000YKMHE MOPOTH CHUelia
IIOXUJIas KEeHIIWHA, OTABIXallas PIgoM C paHIeBeIM KpecioM. JIuno craporo Kpoysa oueHb
HOPMaJIbHOE, OHA He BUIUT HUKAKUX IIPU3PAKOB. Mepdu nouyBcTBOBas 06/IeTYeHNE U TTOCIIEIINTT
BEXKJIMBO MONIPUBETCTBOBATH €T0, CIpallnBasi JOPOTy MUMO. Crapyxa mopHsia rojoBy U
BHMMaTEIbHO TIOCMOTpeNIa BBepX U BHU3 Ha Mo Oell. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMS CTapyxa Cjaerka
HaXMypHIach, II0Kavaa roJ0BOM, OTKPEIZIa CYMKY, U C OJIeCTSAIIEero YepHOro anTaps Mogany 4alry
cyma, BpyuuB ee Mo ®eii: "Mosomoi 4eoBeK, IIapCTBO yXa X0JI0OHOe U TsxkKeoe, Oyob OOUH Ha
ynule, coenau IJI0TOK TOpsiuero CyIa, Ipexae 4eM TOPOIUThCT". Mo Oeilt 3acTHIIa U B3sJ1aCh 3a
(bapdopoByI0 MUCKY, fepXKa B PyKax CYII, TTIsgd Ha CTapylIKy, 03agadeHHYIo. "Tlen, mew, meu
3TOT CYII, OH HAMHOT0 yfobHee." Crapymika, KaxeTcs, TMITHOTUYeCKU O0pMoYeT caMa Cc co0oH, 1
3TOT CTPAHHBIN 0XKUAIONINY B3rJsan, Mepdu mepxkan ¢pappopoByio dally, TIISOS Ha Yallly 10 CUX II0P
pa3bpocaHtl ClleTKa TOPSTYMH CYII, TeM IOJ03PUTeIbHEe CEepAIle. "9TO0 BCEro nuillb TapesKa
rops4ero Cyma, 4YTO 3Ta CTapyllKa TakK IPHUCTaJbHO Ha MEHS CMOTpPUT? Pa3Be 0OHa He MOXKeET
3aCTaBUTh MEHS BHIIIUTH €T0, eCIIU S He Oymy?" “Ilonoca myxa-xpaHuTessd" He oTpearupoBasa 1
He OTBeprja 9Ty Yallly ropsidero cyma. To ecTs, 6ynb To 6abyIiiKa UM 9Ta Yalllka CyIla, OHa He
OOJIXKHA MPUUYUHUTL MHE Bpema". [Tocne monrux Konebauuit Mo ®elt, HaKOHEII, HOBEPUIICS
CyXOeHusSM XpaHUTeNbHUIIE [Tomock! [Iyimy, ¥ mog IpHUCTaJIbHEIM B30POM CTapyXH, OH CHadala
cIenas riioToK, IOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO B €r0 Tejle HET HUYEro CTPAHHOTO, a 3aTeM CIIOKOWHO BHIIIUII
ero. Habmromast, Kak cyn BXOOUT B poT Mo ®es, a 3aTeM COOCTBEHHBIMH I'JIa3aMU OMyCKaeTCs
€My B IJIOTKY, CTapyXa Cy3uJia I'la3a ¥ MOPILIHa JIALO.

[TocTemeHHO pa3BopavMBasIach yas0Ka. [Tony4yuB mycCTYyio dalny u3 pyku Mepdu, cTapyxa
ybupasa ee, MpoOTATUBas PYKY ¥ yKa3bBast Buepemd: "Mou Tyma, Uou 10 MOCTY - TyOa, Kyaa

Xo4yemrn". Mo Qe OOHSAN I'71a3a, ¥, KOHEYHO, MTalbIleM OT KPOHE, TEHb aPOYHOT0 MOCTa MOXKHO
ObLIIO BUOETDH BAasid, KOTOpas Bce elre Oblla 3amojiHeHa TyMaHOM. ['naps Ha cTapyxy Nepeqn HUM,
Mo ®eii 03amaueHHO cripocunt: "CTapyxa, OTKyAa TH 3Haellb, Kyfa S Xouy MouTu?". Crapyxa
JIETKO 3acMesiyiach: "Moofol YenoBeK, SH I Haf TOOOM HACTONIBKO TSIKEI, YTO JII000# MOXKET C
IIePBOT0 B3TJISAMIa CKa3aTh, YTO ThI He MPU3PAYHOE CYIIEeCTBO, a YeJIOBEK, 110 OIHOKe IOMaBIINI B
[[apCTBO Ayxa". Bupst, uto Mo ®eii BHE3aImHO HEPBHUYAJI, CTapyXa IIogapuiia eMy 000apsIoui
B3ryan: "He Bonnyiics, 2Kerna CeiH MHOTO n1eT xkuBeT B LlapcTBe [lyxoB, BpeMs OT BpeMeHH 2KeHa
CBIH BUUT HECKOJIBKO TaKUX JIIOJei, KaK Thl, HUUEero CTPaIlHoro, Tebe He HYKHO

HEepBHUYATL". Mo ®eli TaliHO BBITEP XOJIOAHKIM IOT Ha ce0s1, eMy 04eHb 1oBe3yo, cuutas ['y Jlao,
BTOPOT'0 CTapuKa, C KOTOPHIM OH BCTYIIWJ B KOHTAKT B I[JapCTBE OyXOB, Ka3ai0Ch, YTO OH TOXKE
HETIJIOXOM YeJIOBEK, 110 KpaHel Mepe, V Hero He OBIJI0 HUKAKOTO 37I0T0 YMBICIIA TI0 OTHOIIEHUIO K
camomy cebe. Cxka3zaB "cnacu6o", Mepdu pa3BepHYIICS U IIPOIIEN B HAllPaBIEHUNU apOYHOT0
MOCTa. ApouHBIN MOCT He OB HU O0IBbIIMM, HU IIMPOKKM, U B JIy4IlleM CJIy4ae OH MOT BMECTUTh
IBYX YeJIOBEK PALOM APYT C OPYTOM. TeMHOTa MOCTa, B TOM YHCJIe IIepuia C 00eux CTOPOH, ObLIT
BECh IEPEBIHHHIN 1, Ka3aJloCh, IIPUILIJIK B YIIQlOK C rofaMu, ¥ Mepdu TOILKO YTO HACTYIIUII Ha
APOYHBIA MOCT, KOTIa OH YYBCTBOBAJI Ce0sT HEMHOT'O TPSICYIIUMCS. Bokpyr ObIII TyCTOM TyMaH, U
BCe, UTO HAaXOOUJIOCh B TPEX IIarax OT ero Hor, ObIJIO ejBa 3aMETHO, a Ha He0OJIbIIIOM PACCTOSTHUU OH
OLLT OBl IOYTH IIOJTHOCTHIO HEBUOUM. Kak momnro sToT apouHbi MOCT? [0 apOYHBIM MOCTOM, KakK
TOJIbKO TIOIHSJICS TYCTOM TyMaH, 4To OblyIo B rmyOouHe? Mepdu He 3HaI BCETO 3TOTO. Bce, uT0 0H
3HaJl, 3TO TO, UTO, ClIyllas CTapPyLIKy TOJIKO 4YTO, HA IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHONW CTOPOHE apOYHOIr'0 MOCTa
OblTa KOMHaTa Yang. XoTsa eMy nnoMoraina Yepemnaxa Jlao, xKemaHrue BEPHYTHCA OMOU 3aHSIIO Y
Hero BCe MBICJIH, a TaK KaK OH MOT BEPHYThCS, IIPOXS Yepe3 MOCT, TO Yero xKe OH XKAall OT
Yepenaxu Jlao? BuesanHo 6nemgHoe nuiio Mepdu UCIyranoch U ero YIIu cierka
nopepranuck: "4YTo 370, 4TO 3TO 3a 3ByK? KTO HA MeHd Kpuuut?" "®eiiep, TH TOXKE IPHUIIIET B
IIJapCTBO [AYyXOB, U CIOfa, UOY K AenyliKe". HexXHbIM 1 MI00SIIME T0JI0C CTaporo Mactepa Mo
KOans 611 c1abo CHBIIIEH B €T0 YIIax. Mepdu GBI OIIENTOMIIEH Ha MTHOBEHHE: "ITO T0OJI0C



CTaporo xo3suHa, abcomoTHO BepHOo! Ho Kak cTapuK MOXKeT OBITh B MUpe [yX0B? Pa3Be oTelr He
TOBOPHJI, YTO CTAphIX JIOPA - HaClIeOCTBEHHbIM BUKOHT U BaXKHBIN ABOPSHUH, 1 4TO XxpaM CeHpo He
OCMEJIUTCSI HaBpPEeOuUTh CTapoMy jopay?" Mepdu HaXMypHUIICS U PEIIUTEIHHO TOKadasl TOJI0BOM:
"Her, oTelr He cTan 6b1 MHe BpaTh". KpoMe Toro, aTo LlapcTBo [IyX0B, 1 €CTh BCEBO3MOXKHBIE OYXH, S
nydiire Oyoy OCTOPOXkKEH U IIOTOPOIIIIOCH Yepe3 MOoCT". "®eniep! [ToueMy THI Tak He 3HaEIlb
npasun? CTapuk BepHYJICS, ToueMy Ol TeOe He IPUUTH U He OTHATh JaHb yBaxKeHUs? Yero Thl
CTOUIIB?" T'onoc craporo mactepa Mo H0ans 3aTyX, a B ClleOyIOIIUYA MOMEHT BHE3aIlHO ITOSBUJICS
royioc ceMeuHoro mactepa Mo lllenra, u Mo ®eil HaxXMypUJICS, OCTABUB CBOU POT

0e3MOJIBHEIM. "OTKygza 9TO B35J10Ch, 3TO CKy4HO!" "CHad4ana roioc MpuTBOPHOTO CTApPOro
X035KHa, II0TOM I'0JIOC IIPUTBOPHOTO OTHa. He roBops yke 0 TOM, YTO CTaphlil XO35IMH BCe ellle
HaxoOuics B pykax xpama CeH-JIyo, OH He HOJzKeH ObUI PUCKOBATh XKM3HbIO Ha BpeMs U He MOT
nosiBuThCs B LlapcTBe [yxa. Korga g yien u3 ceMbH, MOY OTell OBLI ellle KUB U 3[[0POB, ¥ MHE Jajiu
HaCJIeOCTBEHHBIY TUTYJI, U S CTAJl HACTOAIIUM ABOPSIHUHOM". "CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU IIPOILJIO C TeX
II0P, KaK 3TO CJIy4YUJIOCh, KaK OTeLl MO BHE3allHO YMepPeTh U IOSIBUTHCA B IYXOBHOM IlapcTBe? He
cMel 0oJIbIlle TPUTBOPSTHCA?" "3abynb 006 9TOM, He TOPOMKUCH UTPATh B OMUHOYKY, 5 flaxke He
6ecmoKo1oCs." Mepdu 3aKkaTui rna3a, IOSHSAI JIEBYIO HOTY ¥ IIPOAOJIXKUI UATH B HallpaBJIeHUU
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOU CTOPOHHL. Ho B aToT MoMeHT, Mo ®eii, KOTOPBIX TOJIBKO YTO PELIUT He
oOpalaTh BHUMaHUS Ha 3TOT I'OJIOC, BOPYT IIOCMOTpeN Ha 60cca U MefJIeHHO IIOBEPHYJI IIel0 Ha3af
JKEeCTKO, CO CJIOKHBIM B3TJISIOM, KOTOPBIH, Ka3aJ10Ch, IPOIYCTUTL U HEHABUCTH, U BLIIIIOHYII IBa

cJi0Ba BO pry: "Mama?". Ha o6ouuHe moporu JuI0 CTapyxu pe3ko u3MeHunocs: ''Vuc! Kak o
IIOBEPHYJ Ha3apn?" "It0 mpoucxomut?" Czapu BOPYT pas3fasicsa CTaphld, TSAXKEJBIN I'oJIoC, U
cTapyxa TpSXHyJIach U Iocnenmmna 06paTHo. JIu1o cTapyxu CHOBa U3MEHUJIOCH, KOTHa OHa

yBH[ea, YTO 9TO OB ropbaThi CTAapHK, U OHA MOYTHUTEIHHO HaKJIOHUIACh, YTOOBI OTOATh €My YeCTh:
"WTak, 3TO MpeMbep-MUHUCTP Ki1aHa [[yxoB, Yepemnaxa, Mos KeHa TOJBKO 4TO Obla

rpyba". Korpa s BIiepBEIe YBUAEN 3TO, 5 OBUT 4yTh O0JIbINE, YeM YyTh OOJIbIIE, YeM UYTh OOJIbIIIE,
yeM 4yTh O0JIbIlle, YeM 4yTh 00JIbIIe, YeM UyTh O0JIbIlle, YeM YyTh OOJIbIIIE, YeM UyTh OOJIbIlIe, YEM
YyTh OOJIbIIE, YeM UyTh OOJIbIIe, YEM YyTh 0OJIbIIE, YeM UyTh OOJIbIlIe, YEM UyTh OOJIbIIE, YeM YyTh
Oonblie, 4eM 4yTh Oosblne, 4eM 4yTh O0blne, 4eM 4yTh O0blle, 4eM 4yTh O0Jblle, 4eM 4yTh
Oonbiie, 4eM 4yTh 0OJIbIIIE, YeM UyTh OOJIbINE, YeM YyTh OOJIbIIE, YeM UyTh OOJIbINE, YEM UyTh
Oosnblie, yeM 4yTh G0Jble, 4eM 4yTh O0Jble, YeM 4yTh O0JblIe, YeM 4yTh OOJIbIIE, YEM YYTh
OombIie. Crapasd KpolllKa [10Ka4aJia I'0JIOBOY U FOPbKO cMessach: "[IpeMbep-MuHUCTD Yepemnaxa,
Marnenbkuii becCMepTHHIN CTONBKO JIET oxpaHsieT Moct 2Kusuu u CMepTH, 3a UCKIIIOYEHUEM TEX
BEJIMKKX 0€CCMEPTHHIX 00TOB, KTO OBl 3TO HU OBbIJI, HETIPEMEHHO HOJIKeH Oy[eT BHIUTH Yally Cyla
JKEHBI, IpeXae 4eM CTynuTh Ha Moct 2Kusuu u Cmeptu'. "XO0T$ cyn KeHBI COTPET BCE
BOCIIOMUHAHHUS ¥ COTPET IIPOIIJIOE, HO MOCT MEX/y XKU3HbI0 U CMEPThI0 HEOORIYEH, TOBEPHYThH Ha3ax
- 370 cMepTh! TONBKO Te, KTO IBIOT CyNl CBOUX KE€H U TEPSIOT BOCIIOMUHAHUS, a 3aTEM He
IIepeXUBalOT B CepAllax U He IBUTAIOTCA BIepen, UMEIOT IpaBo nepety oT MHb K dHIO0 U 0T CMepTH
K KU3HU". Crapyxa ¢ HegoyMeHueM n1ocMoTpesia Ha Mo ®eit Ha MocTy: "Tonpko uTo KeHa 3u
SICHO BUJeJla, YTO MJIaAIIKK OpaT IbeT CYII, HO Telleph KaXkKeTCs, UTO OH He IIOTEePsI TaMsTh, a 2KeHa
3u He MOTJia IOHSATh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT". Teneps, korma Mepdu, ornsagbiBasich Ha3af, HAKOHEI-TO
He CMOT YCTOSITh Iepef ucKyienueM Mocta XKuzuu u CMepTu, ropbaThii CTapUK CKPYTUI OPOBU U
ray0oKuM royiocoMm crpocuil: "KakoBrsl OyayT mocimeacTusi moBopoTa Hadan?".[J0Toxanyicra,
3allOMHUTE HayaJIbHOe JOMeHHOe UMS KHUTHU:... MoOUIbHAS BepPCUs YUTAETCS Ha.
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