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Pyka Cs0 Ha HeMHOTO gpoxXaina, JepXkaB ()parMeHT KapThl, CJIOBHO OHA IIPEBPATUTCS B MBIIb OT
moboro Kacauud. B ero ria3ax Obiyia 6e3yfnepkHas pagocTh, KoTopas He Morjia OvITh CKphITa. OH He
0XKWAaj, YTO CMOXKET HalTH OOVH M3 TaUHCTBEHHEIX ()parMeHTOB B TAKUX COBIIABIINX
00CTOSITENIbCTBAX.

Csto {IH He MOT MOHSTH CMBICII TyTeH Ha KapTe, ©300pakKeHHBIX Ha TAUHCTBEHHOM ()parMeHTe KapThl.
OpmHakKo, KOHTYPHI 9TUX MapUIPYTOB ObIIM CMYTHO 3HAKOMBI. ITO, TIOTOMY YTO OH y2Ke BUEJ TaKOH
THUII KapThl, KOTJla OH BMecTe co CBATHIM HOKTOPOM HCKaJli COKPOBHIIA B Ielllepe TOpHOTo XpedTa
Marv4ecKHuX 3BEpewu.

9TOT pparMeHT KapThl MOT IPUBECTH KOT'0-TO K NereHaapHoMy Ounmatomemy [[eMOHNYeCKOMY
[Tnamenu JloToca, KOTOpOe UMEJIO TPeTUM paHr B peiiTuHre HebecHoro minamenu. [axe do Jlao
IaBajl BEICOKYIO OLIeHKY 3ToMy InaMeHu. Korga o Jlao roBopun 06 OuuimanoieM f1eMOHUYeCKOM
naMeHu j1otoca, Cs0 fH He MOr He 3aMeTUTh U3YMJIEHUE B ero rojoce.

He omHOKpaTHO BocxuInasichk o JIao, KOTOPEIN TP KU3HK CTOSIT HA BepIlrHe KOHTHHeHTa oy Ku,
MO2KHO OBIJIO 3aMETUTh, HACKOIBKO CUJIbHEIM Obl10 OuuInaloliee JeMOHNYECKOE IIJIaMs JI0TOCa.
Vicrmonb3ys ¢pady I[TonHOe YHUUTOXKEHHUE, YTOOHI OMKUCATh eT0 He OyIeT IpeyBeTundyeHnEM.

«TCK TCK KaKOY Be3yuuy napeHb. OH JEeUCTBUTEIBHO CMOT CIIy4aliHO HaUTH KYCOK KapTHl B TAKOM
MmecTe. Kaxercst, 6yaTo Tebe u OuuinaeMoMy JeMOHUYECKOMY IIJIJaMeHH JI0TOCA CYKIEeHO
BCTpeTuThCsa». Ckazan fo Jlao ¢ ITOKOM B HEBepHEe OTPa3uiIoch B cepaile Csgo Axa. O4eBUOHO, OH HE
oxuparn, 4to Cg0 AH cMoXKeT HaUTH ABa (parMeHTa KapThl B TEUEHHE OOHOIO0 rofia.

Csio du ynwi6uyncsa. Ero ynsi6ka 6blyla HEMHOTO BO30yKOeHHOM. TIaTeNbHO iepkKa TauHCTBEHHbIH
(dbparMeHT, OH CUJION ITOJIaBUJI UMITYJIbC, YTOOHI IOCTATh BTOPOM (pparMeHT U3 CBOETO KOJIbIla IS
cpaBHeHHUS. [Ty0OKO BIOXHYB, OH YCIIOKOUJI KoJieOaHMsI B CBOEM CepAlle, BbI3BaHHbBIE 3TOM KpaliHe
HEeOXKHUIaHHOM! BBHITOMOM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, CTapuK B Mara3wHe, HaKOHell, 3aKOHYHUJT Pa00Ty, 3aHUMABIIYIO ero pyKu. OmHAKO, OH
BCE ellle He MTOJHKUMAJI rojioBbl. CTapyeCcKui rojloc paBHOMEPHO OTO3BAJICS 110 BCEY KOMHATe.

«Trl 3meck, 4TOOBI KynuTh KapTy Tarepckow [TyCcThIHM, HE TakK JTU?»

YcnpimaB Bonpoc cTtapuka, Cs0 fdH noBepHYICS ¥ Me[JIEHHO IOIIeN K IepegHen 4yactu 3ganusd. OH
YNBIOHYIICST U KUBHYJI, CIIPOCUB BEKJIMBBIM T0jI0cOM, «CTapIInii, MOXKETEe JIX BH aTh MHE CaMYI0
TOYHYIO U3 KapT Tarepckou MmyCThIHU ?»

«KapTH mexaT Ha MpuiaBKe. 3a6epu UX CaMOCTOSITeNbHO». CTAapUK He UMEJT ¥ MaJleHIIero
HaMEePEeHUSs CTOSITh U TOproBaThCsi. OH 0TBeTHI 6€3 BCIKOT0 MHTEpeca, Kak OyOTO OH He OB
3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOPTOBIIE.

Bupgsa Takoe yHUKa/IbHOE OTHOLIEHUE cTapuka, Cso AH cinerka youBuicd. OgHaKO, B TEKYLIAN
MOMEHT OH HYZK[IaJICSI B IIOMOIIM CTapuKa, I03TOMY OH MOT TOJIbKO OECITOMOIIIHO KUBHYTh I'OJIOBOM.
On HeOpexKHO BEIOPas KyCOK KapThl, KOTOpas Ka3anach OOBOJILHO MOAPOOHOM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH
OCTOPO2KHO OTKPHIJI CTAPYI0 YaCTh KApThl B PYKe U TUXO crpocuii, «CTapiiuii, MHe UHTEPECHO,
MMEIOTCS JIU ¥ Bac ellle TaKue 4YaCTU KapThl TYT?».

YcnoimaB Bompoc Csio fIHa, pyka cTapuka, KOTopas Oblyia 3aHsATa CO3MaHNEM KapPTH, HEITPUMETHO
OoCTaHOBHUI ee. TiaTeIbHO BEIBOOUMEIE TUHUK 0KA3aIMCh CJIeTKa U30THYTHIMU. CTapuK HaXMYPHUIICS
¥ TIOMHSIT T0JI0BY. [Tpo0ezkaBIUCE B3rIAAOM 110 pyKe Csio fAHa, He06BICHUMOE YYBCTBO MEJIBKHYJIO B



€ro rijia3ax.

I'nmaps Ha cTapoe JULo, KOTOpoe MOgHSI0Ch, C10 fH He MOT He CKOJIb3HYTh B3TJISIAOM II0 JIEBOU IIEKe
CTapuKa, B YTy IJ1a3a KOTOPOTO OBUI MyTalomuil mpaM. X0Ts B3TJIS[A CTapuKa OB CIIOKOEH, 3TOT
mpaM [00aBJIsisl HEMHOTO CBUPEIIOCTY HEMY.

«Tbl... BUOEn gpyrue GparMeHTH KapThl A0 3TOT0?» B3rnsag cTapuka nmpobexarcs 1Mo 3Ha4Ky,
IIPEefICTaBISAIONIEMY €T0 IMYHOCTh KaK alXUMUKa, Ha Tpyau. Ero crapueckuii rojioc UMesl HEKOTOpoe
yOUBJIEHUE.

«YcneimaB 910, Csto dH cy3un rina3a. OH yaeIOHYJICS, TIOKa4aJs I'0JIOBOM U CKa3sal, «f1 mymalo, 4To
BUMIeN (PparMeHT TaKOHM KapTH B ayKIMOHHOM foMe. B TOT pa3 s menan cTaBKy, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
cmascs u3-3a 00JIBINOM CTAaBKM, KOTOPYIO MPEI0KUIT APYTok YenoBeK. CeromHs s BOPYT HAIIEed 9TOT
(bparMeHT KapTH B 9TOM MecTe. OHa II0X0XKa Ha Ty, YTO 5 BUOEN B aYKIIMOHHOM JJOME, I03TOMY 5
X04y y3HATh O HEH HEMHOTO GOJIbIIe».

OuuIaroiee TeMOHHYECKOe IIJIaMs JI0TOCa ObIJI0O He 0OBIYHOM BeIllbio. ITO IIaMs HaXOOUIOCh Ha
TPeTheM MecTe B peiTuHre HeOeCcHOro maaMeHHu, BHI3BaB HHTEPEC HaKke JKaJIKOro OTIIeTbHUKA Iepe
HuM. [ToaTomy Csio dH OBITT He HACTOJIBKO Ty, YTOOBI CKa3aTh, YTO 3Ta KapTa Obllla OMHUM K3
(bparMeHTOB [JIsI €€ MIOKCKA.

”OX, ”

PagukanbHO rnisaas Ha nuno Csio fAHa, cTapuk, Ka3anock, moBepui emy. OH crabo oTBeTun, «Jpyrux
He CYIIEeCTBYeT. ITy KapTy s 06HAPYKHUJ clTydyaiHO. C MOUM OIIBITOM CO3[aHUS KapT, 9Ta KaXkeTcs,
SIBIISIETCST TOJIBKO ()parMeHTOM».

«CTrapmuil BB MOXKeTe CKa3aTh MHE, TTie BE €€ Hauumn?» Cg0 fIH HaxMypuiacs U IPOLOJIXKUI
CIIpalluBaTh.

«$1 BBIKOTIA/ €€ B MyCThIHE». B CIIOKOMHOM I'0jI0Ce CTapuKa He OBIJI0 HU Kariu psiOu.

Korga oH CTONKHYJICS C TAKMM PAaBHOAYIIHEIM 0TBeTOM, Cs10 SIH MOT TOJIBKO I'OPHKO YIRIOHYTECS. OH
mepxkan pparMeHT KapThl U cipocui, «CTaplIui MOXKeTe IIpoAaTh MHE 3Ty KapTy? A npeanoxy
BLICOKYIO IIEHY».

«41 He mpomaro» CTapuK OMYCTHUJ TOJIOBY ¥ CHOBA BEPHYJICS K HE3aKOHUEHHOU KapTe. Ero ToH GBI
CIIOKOMHEIM, HO B HEM COflepKaJiach HeOOJIbIast TOPKECTBEHHOCTb.

Bups, uto eMy TyT ke oTKa3anu, Csa0 fH yCroKousics Ha MrHOBeHue. Ero riasa nocrerneHHo
cy3unuck. He3aBucuMO OT TOTO, YTO CIYYUTCS, OH XOTEJI 3al0JIyIUTh 3TOT hparMeHT. [laxe, eciu Okl
Ipyras CTOpoHa He Oblla pu3ndecku cadbIM CTAapUKOM, a II0-HACTOSIIeMy CUIbHON TUYHOCTHIO, OH
BCE pPaBHO JyMaJl 3aloIy4duTh ee. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, XenaHue Cs0 AHa o0nagaTsh OUnIaomyuM
[IEeMOHUYECKUM IIJITaMeHeM JI0Toca OBII0 CIIMIIKOM BeTUKO. ECITM OH XOTeN YIy4IIuTh CBOI0 OTHEHHYIO
ManTpy go panra Tuah, To 3T0 HebGecHoe miamsi, KOTOpoe ObIJI0 Ha TPEThEM MECTE B PEUTHUHTE
Heb6ecHoro mmamMeHu, MOTJIO CBITPATh BaKHEHUIITYIO POJIb.

B mMomeHT, Korfia Meicnid Cs10 dHa KPYTUIIUCH B €T0 T0JI0Be, a0l ronoc Fo Jlao BHE3amHO
npo3Byda, «byab 0CTOPOXKEH, 3TOT CTapUK He OOBIYHBINA YeJIOBEKY.

YcnpiaB 310, cepaue Cso fAHa BAPYT MOKPHIJIOCH XOJI0A0M, ¥ OH IIOCIIEITHO CKa3all B CBOEM CEPHIIE,
«Y4HTEeNb, 4YTO-TO CTPAHHOE €CTh B 9TOM 4eJI0BEeKe?»



«Jla, u3 cBOMX HAOJIONEHU}, HCTUHHASA CUJIAa 9TOT0 YeJloBeKa [oIkKHa ObTh Ha ypoBHE MMmeparopa.
OpmHako, KaXkeTCs OH UCIIOIb3YeT CTPAHHYIO SHEPIHUi0, YTOOH! TOMAB/ISTh CBOM CHJIHL. TeKylas CHia
ero Teja HaxomuTcs Ha ypoBHe [loy JIluur. Ho maxe, eciiu 9TO Tak, TO BCE paBHO OyHeT MPOCTO YOUTH
Tebs». OTBeTHn fo Jlao ¢ HTEpPECOM.

«HMmmneparop?» Cepaile Cs0 fiHa OPOTHYIO, ¥ OH HEBOJIBHO 3aKpUYall B CBOEM cepplle, «Kak 3To
BO3MOXKHO? Cpenu mecsaTku cunbHeumux B Umnepuu [I:xxu Ma uMeeTcs Tonnbko 3 MMmepaTopa.
OTkyma Torfaa mpuilen 3TOT YesloBeK ¢ cunou MmepaTtopa?»

«OTKyZfa MHe 3HaThb..., HO CUJIbHEIE JIIOOY, KOTOPHIX Tl YIIOMSIHYJI, 3TO T€, KOTO BUAHO Ha
noBepxHocTu. iMepuu [I;kKu Ma MOXKHO CYUTaTh OOJIBIION UMIIEPHEH; B HEWl onpeneNieHHo OyneT
IOBOJIHO MHOTO CHJIbHBIX JIIOfleM, KOTOphIe He JII00ST IprBlieKaTh K ce0e BHUMaHug. HeKoTophie u3
HUX JTI0Je} UMEIOT CTPaHHbIe IMYHOCTH, U cOeXaTh K 3TOM BOCTOYHOM IPaHUIle AJIS IPOAAXKU KapT
He OymeT SIBIATHCS OUeHb CTpaHHEIM». OTBeTun fo Jlao.

«...» Cs10 {11 moTepsn gap peyu. [lojaroe BpeMs CIyCTsl, OH TOPHKO YibIOHYICS, «[IoueMy 3TO HOmKeH
OBITH KTO-TO BPOZE HEro?»

«MoxeT Tebe nmose3sio». o JIao crnerka nocMesyics.

«MarslI, 0CTaBb 9Ty KapTy. MeHsI He HHTEPECYIOT IeHbI'd. BO3bMU CBOM BEILW U YXOOU, TaKxke Tebe
HEe CTOHUT ITHITAThCS YKPACTh €€. ITO HUYEeM XOPOIIUM st TeOsT He KOHYUTCSI». CTapUK MaxHYI PYKOH
¥ CKa3as BKpamuuBo. Kazanock, oH He 6osiyics, 9To Cs10 H TaKoM yKpameT KapTy U COeXHUT.

[TocTemeHHO BHITYCTUB BBEINOX, Cs10 S1H IOKayvas rojioBod 1 ckasan, «Ha camom merne, mepepn TeM, KTO
Korfma-To Obly1 iMIiepaTopoM s IeNCTBUTEILHO HEe CMOTY HAaCUJIBHO 3a0paTth e€».

«Tpeck!» Ilepo 4yepHUN B pyKe CTapuKa, KOTOPOe Me[JIeHHO IBUTaJIOCh, BHE3AIIHO 3aCThUIO U
CJIOMAJIOCh C YACTHIM 3BYKOM.

B3rnspg cTaprka MpUCTaIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha 60JIbIlIoe YePHUIbHOE MSITHO, KOTOPOE KAIHYJI0 Ha KapTy.
Ionroe BpeMs CIIyCTsI, OH IOOHSI ronoBy. OH cMoTpes Ha Csi0 fHa ¢ MyTHBIMU T'Jla3aMu; CJTaObIi
XO0JIOOOK IOCTEIIeHHO IIOSIBIISJICS B HUX.

“KTo THI Takom?”

JlamoHb CcTapuKa MSTKO IIOCTy4aja 0 CTONIy U 0oJIbIlasi ABEPh BHE3AMHO 3aKphlyiach. ET0 OCTPHIN
B3TJIsiM OBLT HampaBiieH Ha Cs0 fHa u mensHas cuila Hadajla PaclpOCTPAHSITLCS OT ero Tena.

B MoMeHT, Korfia nepsiHas cujla HalpaBuiack K Cso fHy, nyxoBHOe Bocupusatue Fo JIao OKpyXKuiIo
Cs0 fHa, 103BONISASI €My OCTAHOBUTH 3Ty CUILY C OOHOM CTOPOHHI.

«CTapuui, moxasnyicTa, He IOUMUTE MeHS HETIPaBUIbHO. {1 He 3Hal0, KTO BEl. ITO IIPOCTO MOE
BPOXKIEHHOE BOCIPUATHE HEMHOTO cTpaHHOe. OHO 0YeHb YYBCTBUTENIHHO U CIIOCOOHO YYBCTBOBAThH
OKPYZKaIOIIy0 9HEPru0. TOIBKO cerdac S CMOT IIOUYYBCTBOBATh BEJIMUECTBEHHYIO S9HEPTHUIO B TEJle
CTapIIero, NO3TOMY...». BUAsd MHTEHCUBHYI0 peaklIulo cTapuka, Cs10 dH MaxHyJ pyKOU, COenas gBa
I1ara Ha3afd ¥ CKa3aJll C yIbOKoM, «CTapiiuil, y MeHs HeT OPYrux HaMepeHuH. S mpocTo
OEUCTBUTEJIbHO XOTEJI MOJIYYUTh 9Ty KapTy. ITO 0YEeHb BaXKHO [AJ1s MeHs1. MoxKeTe i Bh
YIOBJIETBOPUTHL MO0 MPOCkOy? ECTEeCTBEHHO, BH MOXKETE IIOMPOCUTD ¥ MEHS B3aMeH, TO UTO BaM
HYXkHO. [l0 Tex Iop II0Ka S CMOTY IIPUHSTH €€, I He OTKaxXKy BaM».

«MarsnbyuK, 5T He 0KM[IaJ, YTO ThI OBII TAKUM CIIOCOOHBIM». Bupsi, uto Cs0 fH He mocTpamas OT ero
BHYIIUTENILHOU CHUJIBI, CTAPUK CKa3all C YOUBJIEHHEM B I'OJIOCE.



«Xa xa». Cs0 fAH paccmesincs. EcTecTBeHHO, OH He ObII HACTOJIBKO TIYII, YTOOBI paccKa3aTth 0 fo
Jlao. OH KUBHYJI, COTJIAIIAsICh U He ompaBabiBasich. OH yIBEIOHYICS U ITOMaxall KyCKOM KapThl B CBOEH
pyKe u crpocui, «CTapllinii, YTO BBl AyMaeTe?».

«41 yxke roBopu Tebe, 51 He mpoga e€. Ecu T mefdCTBUTEILHO MOMBITAENIECS YKPACTh €€, TO He
BMHU MeHs B M3[leBaTeIbCTBe Haf ToOOM». [Tociie BeKJIMBO CKa3aHHEIX CJIOB, IIOTOK 6eyioro BeTpa
Haydan coOupaThcs 3a CIUHOM cTapuka. JlegsHas [Joy Ku okpyxKaa ero Tejo.

[TonyuyuB oTKa3 crapuka, Cso AH cxkan 6poBu. OH He 0XKM[a/I, YTO 3TOT CTAPUK OyHeT HaCTOJIbKO
ynpsM. [1o ero OTHOLIEHHUIO OH IIOHSAJ, YTO CTApPUK He IMOHUMAJI, YTO 3Ta KapTa BefeT K OYUIeHHOMY
NEeMOHUYECKOMY IJlaMeHHU JI0Toca. ITo 3acTaBuio Cs0 fdHa MOYyBCTBOBaTh HEMHOI'0 pa304apOoBaHUs
B CBOEM Cep[lle.

«CTapuui, s JOMKEH 3aI0yYUuTh 9Ty KapTy CerofHs. [laxe, eclu Bbl OTKAXKeTe, S CUJION OTHUMY
eé!» YnriOka Ha nmuie Cso dHa MOCTeIeHHO IPoIafgaa ¥ OH 0ECIIOMOIIHO CKa3all.

«ThI?» 1 BO3MOZKHO U KHUJI B U30/ISIIMHN B TeUEeHNe IIOCIeHNX HECKOJIBKIX NeCSITKOB JIET II0
HEKOTOPBIM IIPUYKMHAM, HO 3TO HE MECTO, I'Te aJIXUMHUK BTOPOT'O PaHI'a MO2KET Pa3roBapuBaTh CO
MHOH TaKUM 06pa30M>>. Ycnwmmas cnoBa Cso AHa, HacMenIMBas YJ'IBI6Ka II0OsIBMJIACh Ha JINIle
CTapHKa U OH XOJIOOHO OTBETHII.

CxaB I"Y6I:>I, Cso0 An IIPOAOOJIZKHUIL 00MeHHBATHCST 0€CCMEBICTIEHHEIMY CJIOBAMHM CO CTAPHUKOM. Konuyuk
€ro HOr'"u Hallpdarcd, U ero Tejo 6HCTpO OTCTYIIHUJIO K BXOOHOU OBepu.

“Tsl cTpeMuUlIbCcd K cMepTu!”

Bunsa geuictBus Csio flHa, MU0 CTapyKa HAIOJIHMAIOCH THEBOM, YTO 3aCTABUIIO 3JI0BELIX IIIpaM Ha
€ro JIUIlEe BBITJISAETD ellle CTpallHee. Ero HOrM CTYyIUIU Ha 3€MJII0, U €T0 TeJI0 BRICTPEJIUIIO B CTOPOHY
Cs0 fHa KaK MOJIHUS.

Korpma crapuk MenbKal, Ie[ssHOU BO3MyX OBICTPO PaCIpoCTpaHscs 1o Mara3uny. Cnabblii TyMaH
IIOJTHOCTRIO 3a0110KupoBas 3penue Cso fAHa.

B3risiHyB Ha OKpyXKawolKuy TyMaH, BelpaxeHnue Csa0 fdHa uamenunocs. OH 3HaJI, 4TO B 3TOT pa3 y
Hero OB CephE3HEIE MTPOOIIEMEI.
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