JTr060Bb MaTepH U ChIHA K APYT APYTY ObllIa HACTOJIBKO IIyOOKOM, YTO r1a3a MaHTO YBIIaXKHSIIUCh
IIPY B3TJISITE, ¥ OH OBLT 3aHST TE€M, YTO CHUMAJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY.

"A? YTto 9T0 3a peOEHOK, KaKol KpacuBhil nepcoHax!" HeOpexHbie nelicTBus Ban [loHra
BCTPEBOXKUIIM CTapYIIKY, Ybe U0 OBIJI0 B3bEPOLIEHO 01aTr0CKIIOHHON YIIBIOKOM.

"Kupn Ban J[IoHT, oTHal OaHb yBaxKeHUs: cTapou rocrmoxe!" CTOMKHYBIIUCEH C TAKUM OOOPBIM
cTapukoM, BaH [[oHT He MOT He OTHATh JaHb YBaXKEeHUS.

"Ban [lonr, Hour'sp, xoporiro! 3goposo! ITogoiiau, momouau crepenu, ma 0a0yiIKe XOPOIIEHBKO
nmocMoTpeTh". CTapyIllKa HeyCTaHHO MaxXaJla PyKoi B CTOPOHY BaH [loHTa, BRIT/ISIOA TakK, OyaTO OHA
OBl7Ia CTPACTHO 3aMHTEPECOBaHa.

Yan Banb nocMoTpen Ha BaH [loHa ¢ HEKOTOPOU TPEBOT'OM, OIacasiCh, UTO "9HTy3Ma3M" CTapuKa
ockopOut BaH JIoHa u moBIeYeT 3a CO00M HEKOTOPHIE HelpenBUAeHHBIe mocnencTeus. OgHako Ha
nute Banu [loara YaH BaHb He TOJBKO He YBUOEN HU MaJleMIIero pu3Haka HeTePIIeHUs, HO U YBUOE
CUJIbHOE YYBCTBO BOCXHUIEHUS. ITO HE TOJILKO MTHOBEHHO paccnabuio HanpsizKeHHOe MoBefleHne
Yan Banb, HO ¥ masno Yan Banb xopollee 4yBCTBO MO OTHOIIEHUIO K BaHOHT B ee cepale.

Takoe xopolee YyBCTBO HUYEM HE OTIMYAJIOCH OT IPEABIIYLIET0 TPEMeTa M, 04EBUIHO, OBLIIO
ropa3mo 601ee UHTUMHBIM.

Bau [ToHT yneiOHYJICS 1 6€3 BCIKUX IPETEeH3UH MOMIOIIe K CTapyIlke, a B I1a3ax IIOCTOPOHHUX, KaK
OynTo oHM ObLIM CBOMMHU 0aOyIIKOM U JedyIIKOM, KapThuHa Obllla HeoObYaiHO TEMas.

"9TOT peOeHOK, YeM KpacuBee OH BHITJIA[UT, TEM OH NpusitHee! BeH'ap, ecnu y Tebs eCTh TaKOU ChHIH,
KaK 9TOT, KaK s HOJI2KHA OBITh CYACTI/IMBA, KaK MaTh?" CTapylllka B3MOXHYIa, KOTHa TOBOPHUIA, ee
rja3a ONHaXObl Meplaiy Clie3aMu.

JIuuio Yan BaHs cpa3sy xKe MOKPBIIOCH CTHIAOM, M OH CKJIOHUI ToJI0BY: "ChIH HepuIuaneH, CHIH He
1103BOJIKT TeOe mepzKaTh BHYKA, MaTh...".

Crapymka moMaxaja PyKoH u cKa3asa: "'BeHep, mpekpaTH, B 3TOM fiejie MaTh Te0s1 He BUHUT! ITocre
TOTO, KaK OHA VIIJIa, TH OTKa3aJCs XKEeHUThCS Ha Hel CHOBa. MaMa 3HaeT, YTO Tl He MOXKeIllb 3a0bITh
ee. THl TakoM XKe, KakK TBOM OTell. Tkl yHUKaneH. [IuTs mM00BY, MaTh HUKOT'TIa HE 3aCTaBUT TeOs
CHemnaTh YTO-TO IIPOTHB TBOEH BOJIM TOJILKO IIOTOMY, YTO THI XOUEIllh 0OHSATH BHyKa".

"Mama, MHe... MHe Xab." ['osioc Yan BaHS 3a0XHYJICS, ¥ CJIE3Hl BOT-BOT BEIPBYTCS U3 €r0 IJia3 elle
OosblIe.

Bau [loHT He MOT He UCIIyraThCs, OBIIO HeOXUAaHHO, 4To YaH BaHb OB He TONBKO GHUIHaneH, HO U
Tak npenax!

CrapyIika HUYero He CKa3aja, HO T0BepHYyJa yIbI0UUBEI B3TJIAL B CTOPOHY BaH [loHra, mocMoTpesna
BBEPX U BHU3 HECKOJIPKO pPa3, IOCMOTpeJia BHE3allHO, U yaapuia 0eapo, ckasas". BeH'ap, UTO TH
CKazKelllb, eCJIH 5 I03BOJII0 [J0oH'9py Npu3HaTh TeOs CBOMM KPECTHHIM OTI[OM?"

"Al 9to!?" CrnoBa cTapyLIKu 4yTh He Hanmyranu YaH BaHa [0 cmepTH.

[Tycts Ban JIoHT OymeT ero KpeCcTHHIM OTLIOM [7ig YaH Baus? [J[ymast o HempeacKa3yeMbIX MeTofiax
Bau [loHa, Yau B3aHb TYT XKe BCIIBIXHYII B XOJI0OHOM TIOTY. [laxe eciu Obl y HETO OBIJIO CEPALE, MY OB
BCE PaBHO XBaTHUJIO MyXKecTBa! B 9ToM Mupe ecTh Te, KTO 3aKa3blBaeT MaHJapPHHCKUX YTOK
0ecropsimOYHO, HO ST HUKOTIa He BUOEN I'PSI3HOr0 MPU3HAHUS KPeCTHUKA.



Ban [JoHT OB TaKXe OIIEIOMJIEH U OTJISIHYICS Ha YaH Bansg. Kak TonbKo OH yBumen nuilo YaH BaHs,
Bau [Ton myman o 3a0aBHOM BHeIIHOCTH YaH BaHs, Kak OyOTO OH IOKJIOHSIJICS €My ¥ YMOJISIIT O
IIPOLIEHUH, 3TO OBITIO TOX0XKeE Ha TJIOTAHME OECSITH THICSY MyX Ha OMHOM ObIXaHuHU! ITO OBIJIO TAK XKe
HeymoOHO, KakK 1 3T0. Ecyu Obl OH JeCTBUTENBHO Y3HalI KpecTHOro oTila YaH BaHs, Kak Okl OH cMOT
BCTPETUTLCS C JIIOOBMH B OyOyIeM?

"Mama, 3TO... 9TO He MOXKeT ObITh Yemyxoii, MucTep Bas..."

"41o? [IOHT'3p POAUIICSA TaKUM KPaCUBBIM, TaJlaHTJIMBLIM, TOTJa KaK Thl MOXKeIllb BHITISANETh KaK
MyX4YVHA CpeIyu MyKUYUWH, 4YTO, Thl BCE €llle He X04ellb 3Toro?"

He moxwupasice, moka YaH BaHb 3aKOHYUT CBOM CJIOBA, JIMIIO CTAPYIIKU CPA3y Ke CTaJI0 IJIUTHBIM.
XoTs y cTapyxu Oblsio fo6poe JuIlo, faxe Koraa JUIo OBIJI0 OIITYKaTypeHHOe, YTOOB TPEeHUPOBATh
JIofieli, OHa He MOrJjla TOYyBCTBOBATh HU Masleliiero rpyooro 4yBctsa, Ho YaH BoHb Obln
GbuIHaNTbHEIM YeJI0BEKOM M BHIEN CTapyxy. JIuIo OBIO He B MOPSAKe, ¥ OH CPa3y 3alaHUKOBal.

"MawMma, 1 He 3TO UMeJia B BULY.
IIpocro..."

"TIpocTo uTO mMpocTo? HeBaxkHOo, MHe HpaBUTCS [IOHT'SP B IETCTBE, B JII0OOM Clly4ae, eCJIU Th
OTpeyYelnbCs OT HeTo, TO S OTPEeKyCh OoT Tebs!"

[MTousin! Crapyuka gaxe B30ecuach ¥ Ha CaMOM fieJie BEIITyCTUIa TakKKue "XKeCTKue CJioBa", pa3Be 3ToO
He 10X0XKe Ha TO, YTOOH! X0TeTh XKuU3HU YaH Baug? YeHr BaHb NyKHYN U Ccpa3y OIMYCTUIICS Ha KOJEHH.

Yxan CUHL3E CTOSAN PAKOM M He MOT He 3aMeTuTh: "Jlopn YKaH, rinasa CTapyLIKU XOPOLIX, TOCIOOUH
BaH meliCTBUTENBLHO TaJAHTIINB, a BB OBOe... OH KakK pa3 B TOM Bo3pacTe. ITo cyabba, YTO OH Halll
IPUEMHEIN ChIH. [ITyMalo, Tebe CTOUT IIPOCTO IOCIEq0BaTh 3a CTAPYIIKOM" .

9toT coBeT oT YxkaH Cunn3u, YaH Banb mouTH He maakan. B ceoeM cepaile oH 6opmoTar, YxkaH
Cunbinze, Yxan CuHbII3E, C JETCTBA B ObLIM IOBOJILHO YMHEBI, HO ITI0YEMY BHI 3aITyTaIUCh B 3TOT
KPUTHYECKUH MOMEeHT? TBou rjasa chenu cobaku. Pa3Be TH He BUOUIIb, YTO 3TOT KPECTHUK HE TO,
YTO 51 He X0Uy ero y3HaBaTh, HO UTO 1 He ocMesuBatch? Muctep Bas, on ¢ KontuHeHTa Bo3HeceHus.
Y Hero cTpamHbi GoH. MBI ITepe HUM KakK MypaBbu! Thl X0uelllb OBITh €r0 KPECTHBIM CHIHOM? JTO
KakK KphICa, Apa3Hsllas KOLIKY, HIlyIlas CMepPTu?

"IToHT'9p, cerogusHu Opak, YaHrBeH OH IPHU3HAET WX HET, HEeT MeCTa [IJIs BEIPaXKeHHs CBOETO
MHEHUs, IIPOCTO CKaXu MHe, eclid Tkl Kakoe MHeHue, ma?"

"¢g?" Ban JIoHT He MOT He pacCMesITLCS, ero rojioBa HEMHOTO fiperdoBana.

Yan Banb cupsitancs c60Ky ¥ IpogoiiKaj moMaxaTh 6poBsiMu BaH [[OHTY, BHITTIAAS Tak, OYOTO eMy
6v110 601bHO. YkaH CHUHII3e YBUMEI 9TO B €T0 Ijla3aX, HO OH TOJIBKO IogyMal, 4To YxkaH BaHb He
X04eT y3HaBaTh BaH [[oHa U yMOJISJ ero BepHYThCA K cTapylike. CyMacmenmnas Cho.

Ban [loHT ObUI OUeHb YBaXKUTEJIEH U BEXKJIUB CO CTapYIIKON, HO 3TO HUKOTAa He ObUIO BEKJIUBBLIM 110
OTHOIIEHHUIO K HeMy. CerofHs, mociie Takoro 6ecropsiika, HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4To BaH J[IOHT ¢ HUM
coenaet! Bo3amoxkHO 1111 9T0 63 HU3KUX OPOBEN U XOPOLINX OTTEHKOB?

"Crapyuka, Jlopg YaHT HaXOOUTCS B IIeHTPaIbHOM y3Jie M UMeeT 0COOBIM CTaTyC, TaK YTO BHl He
MOKeTe IMPOCTO IIPpU3HaTh CBOET0 KPECTHUKA, TaK YTO He YCIO0KHANTe eMy 3afdady". Kak HacyeT
3TOTO, aBaiTe OCTAaBUM Jiopfa YaHTra B CTOPOHE U MIPOCTO ITOIOBOPUM O HAC, KaK HACUeT TOTO, YTOOBI



s1 y3Hasa Tebs Kak MO0 KpecTHY0 6a0yimky?" Ban [JoHT OBIT OCTATOYHO YMEH, YTOOH B3 Th
CTapYIIKy 3a PYKy U CKa3all.

"O... 9Ta Ballla KyKJjla, XOTb ¥ He OYeHb CTapas, HO TaKas pa3yMHas, YTO HeJIerKO AyMaTh Tak
riay0oko". CTapylka o4eHb PagoOCTHO 3acMesinach, U yepe3 MrHOBeHHe 00epHYach U SPOCTHHIM
B3TJISIOM yCTaBuiach Ha YaH BoHs U cka3ana B BO3MYIEHHOM Bufe: "Pacckaxu MHe o cebe, 9TO0...
Kaxkoit cmeicit ObITh oduiranbubiM nutioM? Lemsivu gasaMu CAO Lao He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, YTO
IIOTEPSII TAKOT'0 XOPOIIEero CkiHa HU 3a 4To!"

"Ia, ma, MmaMa npaBa!" Korga YaH BaHb BEITED IIOT, OH KUBHYJI TOJIOBOU B OTBET.

Crapast mobGpas megu mpUCTyIIanack K coBeTy Bau [loHra, B3sina Ban [JoHra 3a pyKy ¥ cKa3asa:
"Xopormo! Torga Hamu 6a0yIKa ¢ AeAyIIKOM U BHyKaMu 00CyIsaT 3TO HaeguHe!"

Bau [loHT ToXe xopoio cebs Bell, ¥, He [0KUIAsICh CJIOB CTAPYIIKH, OH TYT XK€ OMyCTHUJICS Ha
KOJIEHU U CJTafiKo 3akpuyas: "babymka!".

Kpuk Ban [JoHra OBITT 3aMeYaTeIbHEIM, ¥ CTAPYIIKe ObII0 MPUSTHO TOJBKO TO, YTO €€ JIUIIO OBII0
OnecTsuuM, Kak IBeTOK. CMex OBIT elle 60jee BeCeIkIM U MPUSATHBIM, YeM KOTrma-u6o.

"o6petit BHYK! YTO 3a BHYK 6abymku! Ox..."

Yan Baup HaOmogasn 3a TeM, Kak cTapyika ooHuMasna Ban JJoHa, Kak 6ynTo KpecTHUK BaH JloHa Gbit
IOpOKe CBoero coOCTBeHHOTO ChiHa. KoHeuHo, Yan BaHb He cTaj OBl PeBHOBATH U 3JIUTHCS,
Hao60poT, ero cepplle KMo Obl TpeKpacHHIM Iy3bipeM. O6nafas TakKuM cjioeM 01u3ocTu ¢ Ban
IoHroM, 9TO OBIJIO HE TO JKe caMOe, YTO BO3BECTH Ilepefi HUM [AJIMHHYIO JIECTHUIY, KOTOopas Obla
IpSIMOJIMHENHa.

Yepes ob6nako? Kpome 3Toro, mo KpaiitHel Mepe, HUKTO He OCMeIuBasics yOuBaTh ero Ha KakaoM
mIary.

"Mamnsl, ocyiai, He myMai, 94To Tebe 3TO COUIIET C PYK TOJILKO IIOTOMY, YTO ThI HE Y3HAEIIh
IoHrepa Kak cBoero KpectHuka! OTHBIHE THI IOT2KEH XOPOII0 3a00TUTLCS 0 [IOHTepe, U TH He
MOXKEIIIb TI03BOJIUTh €My CTPafaTh OT MaJielInel oOuasl, nHa4e s BO3bMy TeOs Ha 3agaHue!"

"Xaxaxa... MaMa, Tl MOXKeIITh OBITh YBEPEHA, UTO OTHHIHE XKU3Hb MOET0 ChiHa OyIeT CBsS3aHa C
JKM3HBIO TBOET'O IPArolleHHOT0 BHYKA, coxpaHss ee mis Tebs! [To3aboThest 06 aTom!"

OBEepBUHT HAaKOHEI-TO HaflaBU/I ¥ BEITYCTUN cMeX, 3a060oTa? HUKTO He CKaXKeT, KTO TOT{la 0 KOM
no3aborutcs! Korga oH cmesinics, YaH BaHb TakKe CBEepPKHYI I'MladaMu Ha Bau [[oHTdes, KOTOpkIe,
O4eBUOHO, OBIIM HAMHOTO 6oJiee Oe3pacCyqHEIMU, YeM PaHbIIIe.

Yero Tr! Ooutbesa? Ero mogmepxkuBaeT Most MaTh! TonmbKo cerogHst Everwyn mo-HacTosIeMy MOHsIa
CMBICII CTapOM ITIOTOBOPKH - B CEMbE €CTh COKPOBHIIIE!

YBunes obemanre Yan BaHs ¢ TaKO¥ TOTOBHOCTBIO, CTAPYIIKa TOXKe PagoCTHO 3acMesisiach.
CrapylIKa HECKOIBKO pa3 3acMesiiach, KOTfa ee IOAMBIIIKY BHEe3allHO IOKPACHEeIN U CTalu
3[0OPOBHIMU. B 0[THO MTHOBEHHME OHa MTPEeBpPaTUIaCh B CEPOBATHIM IIBET, a CUHUI - B Oeblii. Bechb
YyeJIoBEK TaKXKe Ka3aJics, KaK OyITo OH He MOXKET ABIIIaTh, €ro POT OBIJT OTKPHIT, €TI0 TEJI0 JEPTajioCh,
U ero BeIpaxkeHwue ObIo elre 6oee 60Ie3HEHHBIM.

"Kak 3To cnygunoch?" IlepeMeHE IPOU30IUIN BHE3AMHO, faxe BaH [IoHT OB 3aCTUTHYT BPaCIJIOX U
BBITJISIE]I CUIBHO IIOTPSICEHHEBIM.



Crapy1ika BBITTISIAENa 300P0BOM U CIIOKOMHOW CHAPYKH, HO B IEMCTBUTENIbHOCTA OHA HAXOAUIach B
Ype3BBIYalHO OMMaCHOU CUTYyaLlUH.

B ee Tene OblI OTBPATUTENBHEI ¥ CTPALIHLIA Tapa3uT HACEKOMEIX, OFUH IIajiel] IJIMHOM, KPOBaBo-
KPaCHHIH, ¢ 6eCUMCIeHHBIMA KPIOYKAMH [JIsl HOT, IEeIISsICh 3a CepAlie CTAPYIIKKA M COCATh KPOBb U3
ee cepaua.

OTO KPOBH CeP/lla, ABISIETCSI OCHOBOU YeJI0BeYeCKOU KPOBHU, 00RIYHAS KPOBb, CTO Kalleslb, HU KallJH,
HU OOHOU Kamu, Oyoy4u cocaTh Tak, 3TO Kak yOUTh CTapyIIKy, KakK MOXKET CTapyllIka He CTpafaTh?

OTOT HaCEKOMBIN-ITapa3UT, OTBPATUTEJILHEIY 10 BHEIITHEMY BUY U IIPOHU3aHHBIU AYPHOU aypou, HU B
KO€eM cjIy4yae He Obls1 0OBI'YHEIM HAaCEeKOMEBIM-TIapa3uTOM, eC/IM TOJIBKO KTO-TO He HaMepeBaJcs
IPUYUHUTD BPEJ, TaKOM HaCEKOMEBIU-ITapa3uT HUKOTTa He NOJKEH IIOSIBIATECA B Telle CTapyXH.

KTo-TO mericTBUTENBHO ObIT HACTOJIBKO 37100€H, YTO JaxKe Takas mobpasi ¥ MPUBETINBAS CTapyIIKa
MOTJIa HaHEeCTH TaKyio SIHOBUTYIO PYKY, UTO OHA IIPOCTO 3acilyKKBaja CMepTH!

3a oo CeKYH/IBL B ceppille BaHmoHTa BCIBIXHYIA SPOCTh, CIIOCOOHAs cxKeub Hebeca, a yOuiCcTBeHHas
aypa faxe ucrapusiacs!

"Mama! Mawma!"

Kak pa3 B 3T0 BpeMs HUKTO He 3aMeTu nepemMentl Bau [JoHra, u Yad Banb u YkaH CHHII3e BMECTE
CXBATHUIIH €TO.

Bau [loHT HEMHOT'0 ciepXKuBacs u cobuparncs nonpocuts Yan Baus u Yxkana CUHA3M YUTH C
moporu, 4ToObl 00/IerYuTh CllaceHre, HO OH He oxkupaaj, 4yto YaH Bans OymeT eire OricTpee ero, u
yX&e cxBaTuil ero ¢ "KTo ecTb KT0? B Irpyau OH BHITAIINI apOMaTHYIO lepeBIHHYI0 KOPOOKY U CKa3al:
"Mama, IOl0KON MUHYTKY, 1 0aM Tebe anuKcup".

He goxwupasice peakunu Ban [Jona, Yan BaHb y2Ke OTKPHII IePEBSIHHBIN SIIUK, TOJIBKO YTOOH
yBUOETH TaOJIETKY Pa3MepPOM C rOIyOMHOE SIUI0, 30JI0TUCTOTO LIBETA, ¥ UCITYCKAIOMUH (HhaHTOMHBIN
MYCKYC, BBHIIIPBITABAIOIINY HAPYXKY.

"YT0-TO HE TaK C 3TUM JieKapcTBoM!" BMecTe ¢ pacTyiel KynbTypou Ban [loHra, ero mecTtb 4yBCTB
yxe OBITTM Ype3BRIYaHO OCTPHIMU, U BIIepBEIe BaH [IoHT moYyBCcTBOBaN ce0st Ha 3TOM TabneTke. Brina
371a4 aypa.

Bupst, uto YaH BaHb yKe OTKPHUI CTapYIIKe POT U COOUPAIICS CKOPMUTE el 9TOT 37uKcup, Ban [oHT
KpyTo B3goxHymn". Ctom!"

(Koner riaBhl)
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