BaHpo mocrentHo IIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY KPHMKOB X YBHEJI B TOJIIIE€ ITEPOX0OBATOr0, CEOOBJIACOTO,
CTOYHOIO. CTap}/'H.IKa YXKe Orvlta B cie3ax. Ee maTkoe Temo IIPpOOOJIZKAJIO OAPOXKATh, 1 6J1a1"011ap${ OBYM
TOpoOXKaHaM, KOTOPhIE JeP2XKaJli €€ B PyKaX, OHa He yIlalla.

"Crapuk!" Ban [IoHT ObIT BCTPEBOXKEH U OPOCHUIICS BIIEPEHd, YTOOHI ITOIepPkKaTh e€ 3a PYKY.

Pyka cTapyxu Ovlna rpy0oi ¥ XOJIOOHOM, IepKaTh ee B pyKe OBIJIO IT0X0XkKe Ha KYCOK 3aCOXIIEH KOPHI,
KOTOPBIY OJTOe BpeMs ObIJT MOKPHIT IAOM U CHEroM, fesas cepaue Bau [lonra Bonesns. ITocnemntHo
ocywuB HeMHOr0 [Jao Ll B cBoe Teso, OH IIPOTEeKaJl HEMHOI'O IIpeXe, YeM PYKU 3TOU CTapyLIKU
CHOBA COTPEJINCH, ¥ ee HaCTPOEHNe HEMHOI'O yIIy4IIUAIIOCE.

"Topopmckoi nopn, XkeHa... 2KeHa Te0e KopoBel!" Kak TONMBKO cTapyxa ITOYYBCTBOBasa SHEPTHI0, OHA
HaKJIOHU/IaCh, YTOOLI BCTATh Ha KOojeHu K BaH [IoHTY.

Ban [JoHTr 0TKa3aJcs, ¥ MOCIEeNINI IIOMOYb € 0CTaHOBUThCSA. UYTO?

"Her... HeT rubenu, HeT rubenu, Bragbsika ropopa - peOKuil ¥ XOPOIIIUii YeJI0BeK, OH HOJIKeH
IIPOXKUTE MOJTYIO XKU3Hb..." CTapylka Oblla CUIIbHO BCTPEBOXKEHA U MTOCIIENTHO pa3MaxuBaa
pyKaMu, HEPBHBIY B3TJIA[ Aeflan rna3a BaH [loHra HEMHOTO BlaXKHBIMU.

"CTapuk, {1 TOJIBKO YTO CJIbIIIAJI, KaK Thl CKa3asl, 4To Yxkoy CaH IPpUYUHUI Bpef TBOEMY CHIHY,
HEBECTKe U BHyKaM?"

"Ma..." TPy[HO NMPeACTaBUTh, KaK CTapHUK KUJI OT TaKOT0 TOps U 10 ced feHb. Kak Tonpko Bau [loH
3ajasl 3TOT BOIIPOC, JIUII0 U T'la3a CTapuka cpa3y Ke OTKPhUIM HEBLIPa3uMYyl0 CKOPOb U Ieydallb.

"Torga TBOEro cTapuka, OOJIKHO OBITh, 3Banu Kaii, BepHO? TBoero chiHa 30ByT AH Boaii, a TBOIO
HeBeCTKY - Cunb HOu, BepHO?" BaH JI0OHT CHOBa CIIPOCHIIL.

Y cTapyxu 3aropesucs rjasa, U OHa C He[JOBEPYMBOCTEIO IOCMOTpesia Ha Ban [loHra "Baie
IIPEBOCXOOUTENBCTBO... OTKy[a BH 3HaeTe"?

[TepBoe, uTO TeOE HYXKHO CHeNIaTh, 3TO B3TJISHYTh Ha CJI€3bI U KaJI0ObI CTapYILIKH.

OTa cTapyllKa, Korja oHa Obljla MOJIOfia, ee My yMep oT 00Jie3HU. ITO 0OHa Xpabpo cpa3uiach C
MOpO3aMH, 3Be3[laMy ¥ JTIYHOH ¥ uepe3 6O0IbIle TPYIHOCTH BHITAIKMIIA CBOETO ChIHA BO B3POCIIYIO
Xku3Hb. CEIHY OBLIO HEJIETKO BRINTH 3aMYZK 3a HEBECTKY, @ UMETh BHYKa, BHYYKY, HAKOHEI[-TO, OBLITO
XOPOIIO, HO 5T He OXKHa, 4To ¢ Heba cBanmuTcs Oema. TOMBKO MMOTOMY, YTO MIAAIINYA BHYK CTAPYILIKH,
13-3a ** HeOPeKHOCTH, IIOMOYMIICS Ha TYy(HIIH B Cpeny, OHU ObLIM 3a0UTH 00 cMepTH. CHIH U HeBECTKa
CTapyIKU OBUIN Pa30UTH CePAIEM, OTIIPABUIMCH Ha MOUCKY Teopun UYxkoy CaH, pe3ynabTaT BMECTE C
IPYTUM BHYKOM CTapYIIKH, BMECTE C IBYMSI BHy4YKaMu. Bce oHM OBIIM YOUTH K cpefie. 3a OOHY HOYb
CeMb CBEXKWX KU3HEH ObIIM BO3BPAILEHH B MMblTb. CTapyxa 3a6oiena B TO BpeMST U LEJTBIN TOf
6oposiack 3a BEIKMBAHUE IOf] OMTEKOM CBOET0 JOOPOCEPHAEeYHOro Cocenia.

Ho BBIKHUTH OBITIO B CTO pa3 XyKe, YeM yMepeTh 3a cTapyxy. CHIHOBbS, HEBECTKH, YETBEPO BHYKOB,
KTO M3 HUX He SIBIISIeTCS IIJIOTHIO Cepyilla CTapyxu? 3a ONWH OeHb BCe ITPOIAjo, ¥ KaK XXUBbIE MOT TN
BHIHECTU TaKou ymap?

Ban [lour BEPUT, YTO EJUHCTBEHHOE, YTO COXPaAHAET CTAPYIIKE XKNU3Hb - 3TO HaJeXKad, YTO OOJHAXK][HI,
B Cpeny, OHa CO3HAETCA B HpeCTYHJ'IeHI/II/I!

"CTapyliKa, 1 BUAeN xKanoby, KOTOPYIO BE Ilepenany B Mapuio! He BonHylCs, ceTomHS g oTgaMm Tebe
U CeMbe TBOETO IMOKOMHOTO ChIHA CEMEPHIX, 9TO mpaBocynue!"



"Munopg! C TBouMu cinoBamu, 2KeHa... 2KeHa yMpeT 6e3 xkanob!"
WTak, cTapyxa paspeiganach OT pagocTu. OyaTo

Kak 6ynTo mst Toro, 4To6bl n30aBUTHCS OT BCeX 00K, KOTOphie ObUIM HaJTOXKEHH! Ha ee Cepflle Bce
9TH TOMBI, KPUK CTAPYIIKK CTall HEKOHTPOIUPYEMBEIM. BCKOpe I1a4 CTapyIIKu PacIpPOCTPaHUIICS,
3apa3uB Bce Oonblie 1 0osbIme gomei. OguH Kycok!

Haxe Yy KOHsSHb He MOT He PHIIATh THUXO.

Ban [ToHT noxsonan CTapylLIKe II0 pyKe, BHE3AIIHO IOBEPHYJICSA U IOTHAJICS Ha KaMepOU IIBITOK,
I'POMKO peBd: "[IpuxonuTe, IpUBEOUTe KOTO-HUOYAb, YTOOR cOBepIIuTh YKoy Can"!

Kak Tonbko ronoc Bax JloHra yman, HECKOIBKO O(UIIEPOB U COJAAT, CPa3y Ke TOJIKHYB TIOPEMHYIO
TeJIeXKY, B KOTOpou Haxopwicsa Yxoy CaH, Me[IeHHO IPUIILIH.

Hyx Yxkoy CaHa, 04eBUIHO, OBIT CUITLHO MTOJIABIIEH MTOCIEe TOro, KaK Bax [lyH ciomarn eMy pyKy U OBe
HOTH, HO HAAMEHHOTO B3TJIsA[la Ha ero juile He Ob110 BooOIe. Y oH He ymeHbInuiIcs. HecMoTpst Ha To,
YTO B 3TO BPEMS OH MOT CHIETh TOJIbKO B MalllMHE 3aKJIIOYEHHOTO, €r0 TOJIOBY BCe PaBHO AepKaju
BEICOKO.

"Croit doTuanb, coBeTylo Tebe HEMeNJIEHHO 0CBOOOAUTh MEHSI, MHaye, KOTfa 51 caM BHIMIY U3
TIOPEMHOM MAIlIMHEI, S TOYHO MOPEeXKY TeOs [0 CMepPTH ThICTYe mope3os!”

"Tel mpoKyIsITOE uynoBuile! 3a0uth Te6s M0 cMepTu!" BEICOKOMEPHEIN PEB B Cpely, CPa3y BhI3BAJI
THEB TOJIIEI, TOJMIA TaKXKe He 3HAeT, KTO BBITYCTHUJI PEB, THUJIOE SIWII0, CTPAHHKIM 00pa3oM TOYHOE
HecpaBHenHbIM Bpe3ancs B nulo Yxoy CaH, cpa3y e BhHI3BaB €r0 PaclBeT 110 BCEMY JIULLY.

"Kakoit yormonok, xoporme cobauby Kuirku! 51 yObio TBOIO CeMbI0, eCii He chesaio 3Toro! Ax!"

[lepen TeM, Kak rHEBHBIE IPOKIIATHUS YK0y CIHS NMPU3EMITUIUCE, KYCOYKU THUJIBIX U1l TOMUOPOB,
THUJIBIX OBOLIHEIX JIUCTHEB U aXkKe KaMHU Pa30uiuck B CTOpoHy Yxkoy CaHg, Kak 6ynTo 3TO ObINI
IITOPM.

Brnarogaps Tomy, uyto Yxkoy CaH OBl 3amepT B MallliHEe 3aKJ/IIOUEHHOTO, a pelleTKa B MalllnHe
3aKJII0YEHHOTr0 ObllIa OTHOCHUTEJILHO IIJTIOTHOM, O0IbINast 4acTh 00JI0MKOB pa3buiiach TOIBKO Ha
KPEHIIIIe MAITMHEL 3aKTI0YeHHOr0. HeOobInas 4acTh MPOXOOUT Yyepe3 3a00p ¥ MOXKeT MOIMacTh B
cpeny. UHaye 3T0 Oblyta ObI MEHHYTa PA0OTHL, ¥ JTareph XUTM3HA OB OBl Y HET'O OTHST.

Ho maxe ecnu TIOpEMHBIN BaroOH IEPEKPHIBAET MyTh, YKoy CaH TOXKE CTPANAET, TEJIO IPSI3HOTO cebst
He Hy2KHO T'OBOPUTH, JINIIO, T'0JI0BA, TI000€e MeCTo, Iae o0HaxkaeTcs IJIOTh, BCe Pa30UTH CUHIKaMU.

"Tvl I3THBMUH, TPETUU X0351H, g YObIO Bac Bcex, yObio Bcex!" Cpena UCIOIb30Baja ero OCTaBIIYIOCS
XOPOIIYI0 PYKY, YTOOH! IIPUKPHITh JINLI0, KOTT]a OH UCTEPUUECKHU PhIYall.

Korpga cpena Oblyia IpuBefeHa B IeHTP KaMepH IILITOK, TI0 KpallHel Mepe TI0JI0BUHA er0 MaJleHbKOU
XU3HU OblTa TOTEPSHA, ¥, OYEBUIHO, HE TaKOo# "CHIPOM", KaK B Hadase, OH JiexKasl TaM. ITo OBLI0
TI0X03Ke Ha Ky4y THujoro mMsca. Heymepxumsiit TpeTuit YuuTesns ObIT M CETOOHS, YTO 3HAUUTEIHHO
00J1er4mio 37I0Bellee JhIXaHue XuTenei boxecTBeHHOro ['poma.

"I'me Xutoxkupu?" BaHOoOHT cesl 3a KeWC U U3[ajl TPOMKUY KPUK.

[Tamau B KpaCHOﬁ omexnpe, KOTOprfI TYT XK€ B34JI C coboi KM POKOE CJI0OBO, BCTAJl Ha paCCTpeHbeIfI



CTOJI ¥ TPOMKO OTBeTuI: "[Ia"!

9x0 XuTokupu 3acTtaBuio Yxkoy CaH ApoxkaTh, ¥ OH IOCMOTpeN Ha Bax [Joura, Kpuya: "THL... TH
OEeVCTBUTEILHO OCMENUBAEIIbCS YOUTh MeHs! ?"

C xonmogHbIM xpanoM, BangoHr cHoBa copBarcs, "lllax u mat!"

Kak TOnbpKO Cli0Ba BHIIUIM, HECKOJIBKO 0(UIIEPOB U COJIZAT Cpa3y ke OPOCUINUCH K CTOJIY Ka3HY,
ype3BBIYalHO rpy0o yumnayn Yxkoy CaH nogOopofoK, U 3aCTaBUll ero rojioBy Toxe. [Ipunogusanu. B
Cpefy CJIOMajy He TOJIKO PYKY ¥ HOTY, HO U KJIIOYUILY C OMHOU CTOPOHEI, KaK MOTJIX HECKOJIBKO
ouiepoB 1 conpaT He y4aCTBOBATh B IIEPEIOMe KOCTEH B Cpefy, KOTfa OHU ObUIM TaKUMHU I'PyObIMU?
Cpa3sy xke, B Cpefly, 3aBblJI OT 60JIH.

Ho peB Yxkoy CaHa CHOBa HeCYaCTeH, HUKTO He IIOMOeT CUMIIAaTU3UPOBaTh HEKOTOPEIM. HanpoTus,
IIyCTh HEMHOTHE OQUIIEPH U COIATHI HAIIJIA CIIOCO0 BBIMTYCTUTH CBOM I'HEB, YETKUM B3TJISAT CMOXKET
OTIO3HATh HYKHOE TeJl0, HeCKOJIbKO OQHUIIEPOB U COJIAAT, HO, B CBOIO 04Yepe[ib, Impoiisoe, 6ymeT B
cpeny xkepeOnéBKa Obl/la Ha I'PaHU MTOTEPU CO3HAHUS OT 60/IH, ¥ TOTHa OHa IIPeKpaTuiacs.

"Munopn! Ceityac, HeCOMHEHHO, cpepna!”

Ban [loHr KuBHYJ U nocnewun B cpeny "Cpepna, T 9TO BUAeN? ITO IPeXU, KOTOPHIE Bbl COBEPILIUIN!
Brl npusHaete ce6st BUHOBHHIM?" BaH [[OHT BCTPAXHYJT KOHTPONIUPYeMyIo GOpPMYy B PYKY, BHITTISAS
HEeCpaBHEHHO CTPOTHUM.

B npucyrcteuu [lounutaemoro Ckpeitoro Knuaka Yxxoy CaH coBceM He BepuJ, 4To Ban JoHT
OCMeJUTCS YOUTh ero, Hafesach, 4To [lountaeMbiit CKpHITHIM KIMHOK cliaceT ero u yOepeT, a 3aTeM
TI03BONIUT BaHno u3BuHUICS nepen HuM. Cpefia faxe npencTaBisiia 6eCYuCIeHHOe KOIUYEeCTBO pas,
Korfa BaHOOHT U3BUHSIICS ITeped HUM U ObLT PacTOINTaH IIOf HOTaMH.

Ho Bce, 4To mpoucxoauno cemvac, Ka3anaocCh, BCe Jajblile ¥ Jaiblle OT TOTO, Yero oH oxupaas. Ha
BUMY Y KaMepkI ITHITOK, OecTsiiee o0e3raaBirBalollee CTalbHOe JIe3Brue, KOTOPOe COXKIII0 06a
r7na3a, u youiicTBeHHHBIEe I'1a3a Ban [JoHra, 3T0 He OblI0 Moxoxke Ha ChirpaeM B CIIEKTAKIIb.

"III... KaKoe mepbMOBOE IpecTymenue? 4... 1 Huyero o0 3ToMm He 3Haw! ['ocnogun CioH, 1 X04y
BuneTh Ero CesreiimectBo! Ero CBsTeliiecTBO 3HAET O TOM, YTO BBl YCTPOUIIA KaMePY IIBITOK, YTOOHI
yOuTh MeHsA?"

Bau [loHT 4yuXHYNI 1 cKa3aj: "THl Hapyllaellb 3aKOH 3eMJIH, a 51 Befy ce0s KaK TOPOOCKOn
IIOBEJIUTEIIb, KAKOe OTHOIIeHKe 3To uMeeT K [Ipenogo6HoMy CkpbiToMy Knuuky"? 4 He monkeH
IIPOCUTH ero, 4ToOH 00 3TOM y3Hanu!"

"V Tebs... y TeOs xBaTaeT Harnoctu!" CimoBa BaH JloHra cpa3dy 3acraBuiu Yxkoy CaH 3aKpudaTh OT
3JI0CTH.

"f mymarto, 9T0 y Tebs HacTosme Kumky! T BCe ellle He paCKaWBaelIbCs flaXKe B KOHIE XKU3HU. ThI
Oe3Hamexken! Bucenuila, romosal"

C peBoM BaupgyHa, yTo XuTOKMpPHY OBLUT OMHO3HAYHEIM, M OMHOM PYKOH, OH HaxKaj Ha TOJ0BY YxKOy
CaH, 00HaXUB IIIEI0.

"Xe-xe... TpeTuit X0391H, MOY HOXK HEOCTaTOYHO OCTPHIY, 51, BO3MOXKHO, HE CMOT'y CAeJlaTh HU
OMHOI'0 pa3pe3a o3xKe, MHe, HaBepHOe, IPUAETCS COenaTh ellle HECKOIbKO, THL... HUKOrla He BUHU
Mens!" [Tamay, KkaxeTcs, umeeT o0uny Ha Yxkoy CaH, B 3TO BpeMsi, XKYTKHI TOH MPUTOBOPA, ITOKA



nyuia Ykoy CaH IIOYTH He paccesHa.

Cnepnytolree, 4TO 5 IIOMHIO, 9TO TO, UTO MHe IIPUAETCS BEPHYTHCS JOMOM. {1 3Hat0, YTOo omubamch. 5
3Halo, 4To omrbarck, BepHo? Ciou doTuH, o HeT, mopy Cio#, nopxn Cioi, Moiagyu MeHs, MoIagy
MeHS$, 1 He X04y yMUparTsh, 000..."

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B Cpefy aXKe KPUK BHIIIYCTHUIHU, TaK YTO XyXKe, ueM pebeHOK. B ero rima3ax Bau
IToHT HEOMHOKPATHO Ka4aJsl royioBoi. Yxkoy CaH OBITT IPOCTO MaJIeHbKUM 4estoBekom! f
OEeNCTBUTENBHO He MMOHKUMAI0, Kak Ero CesaTeniecTBo CKPHITEIM KIMHOK MOT ITOBTOPHO HCIIOJIB30BaTh
TAKOT'0 YeJI0BeKa, OH ORI IIPOCTO CJIeTnon!

[TepBoe, YTO BaM HYKHO 3HATh, 3TO KaK [IOCTATh YOUMI] ¥ KaK UX BBHITAIIUTD.

Jlromu Ha MecTe IIPOUCIIEeCTBUS Cpa3y 3aTawu/IM JbIXaHKe, HU OOUH 4eJI0BEeK He 3ar0BOPHII, ClieHa
IECSITKOB THICSY YeJIOBEK, HO eMUHCTBEHHOMN TUIIMHON OBITT 3BYK BETPa, IOJHSITOTO HOXKOM
XUTOKUPH, KOTTIa OH COMI HOX.

Ho Tak Xke, KaK BCe 3aTauWlIM JbIXaHWe, OXKUas MafgeHus rojioBel Yxkoy CaHa, BHE3AMMHO U3 HUOTKYOa
pasfasncs SpoCTHHIM KPUK, 3a KOTOPHIM IIOCJIeIOBal IIITOPM, CBUCT, U C YAAPOM, XUTOKUPHU OBIT
CBEPHYT MEYOM B HECKOJIBKUX (pyTax OTTy[a.

Ban [JoHT cierka mokauas rojgoBo#, ITpenogo6Hb CKpITEIY KITMHOK BCe-TaKu MIPUIIIE.

"Briapiblka Topofia, JTI0OU MOero Myxa - 9TO He TO, YTO MOXKHO YOUTb TOJIHKO IIOTOMY, UTO THl 3TOTO
xouetb!" T'onmoc mpenomoO6HOro CIpsiTAaHHOTO KJIMHKA, POX0YAIIEro U KaTSAIIerocs, ObIT MOX0XK Ha
3BYK I'POMa, KOT[la HagBurasaack Oyps, TpACYILIUH Iiofel 13 KaMephl IIEITOK cpa3y xke. Cepate
OPOTHYJIO, U flaXe ero ¢Gurypa HeCKOIbKO He BHIIEpKaJa.

U BMecTe ¢ peBoM YBaxkaemoro CrnpsitanHoro Knuuka Ov110 gaxe 6echopMeHHOe, HO HEBEPOSITHO
CTpAIIHOe MaBJIeHHe. ITO YYBCTBO OBIJIO IO-HACTOSIIEMY, KaK OyaTO 60T Pa303/IUIUCh, U JaXKe I[BET
Heba HEMHOI'0 U3MEHHJICH.....

(KoHer11 rnaBhI)
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