"Yro? MoxeT ObITh, TH TOXKe u3 TsHOy? Hemnoxo, risas Ha TBOe MeP3KOoe JIUI0, OEBSTh Pa3 U3
mecsitTy, Thl U3 KoponeBcTBa Tsupmy. 2Kainb. Eciu 661 THI 0611 3 umnepuu Llun FOHb, s Ob1 3a0un Te0s
[0 CMEPTH, HO OCTaBUJI OB T€OST B 2KMBEIX, HO ceryac... S mpocTo 60I0Ch, YTO Thl MEPTB HJIU XKUB".
Bau Ba cka3an ¢ capgoHu4ecKoit yiasl0Kol Ha Ban [loHTe.

"Ornuuno! TIpoCcTo Tak MOMyYUIoCh, 4YTO S 0O0JIbIIe He 03BOJI0 TeOe KUTh. Thl yObelllb MeHs, 5 yObio
Tebs, yecTHO!"

"Axaxaxa... I, pe0siTa, Bb CIIBIIIAJIA, YTO 3TOT IIAPEHb MBEITAeTCS YOUTh MeHs. Xaxaxa... I
OEeVCTBUTEILHO CMEIOCh M0 CMepTH. [IpHUsITHO BpeMs OT BpeMEHM PaCCKa3bIBATh AHEKIOTHI, YTOOH
n30aBUTHCS OT CKyKu! Xaxaxa..."

Korga Ban ba cmesinics, ero NpuCIeNIHUKY CMeSIUCE elife 0oee 6e3ynepkHo, Kak 6ynro Bau [oHT
OB [efCTBUTENIBHO OOBIION Iy TKOM.

EctectBenHo, Ban [JoH He 00s1Cs, HO TONBKO TOTAA OH 10 CMEPTHU UCIIyTascs. [0BOPSAT, 4YTO XOPOIIUi
YeJlI0BEK He CheCT MIHOBEHHYIO II0TePI0, HO 3TOT €ro TIyIbii OpaT JeliCTBUTENIHHO CITUIIKOM
nckpeHeH. Ecnu Th Tak ockopOuink Ban Ba, nyudire BuTpU cebe melo.

"Mactep ba ba..."
"Orpebucs! Trl Oymemts o6maraTbCs HalIoroM 3a 3To!"

Ban Ba He ygocyxucs BHCIyLIaTh ATUHHOBOIOCOTO YKy Llasi, OH BEITHAJ ero u momMaxajl PyKOH,
kpuda: "He cToiiTe IPOCTO Tak, faBaliTe CHayasa 3abepeM HOTY U PyKu 3Toro napHs! [Ipepsure,
npubeperuTe ero gxixaHue, s CIOPOIIY ero, Ihae oH crupsaTan sapo CHexHou CymHocTu O6e3baHb".

"Mactep Tupas, mpocto cMotpute!" BoHwouee otpoase RU, niogu Ban ba, ecTeCTBEHHO, He
BOCIIPUHSIIM OBl 3TO BCEPHES, @ TONHKO YBUOENHU B 3TOM CBOM COOCTBEHHEIM CIIOCO0 3aMCKUBATH Hal
Bau Ba B kappu 0/1ar0CKJIOHHOCTH. BO3MOKHOCTh COBEPILIUTH CHAMIIUHT-aTaKy OblIa OTIMYHOM.

"PebsiTa, BaM He HYKHO HUYETO IeJlaTh, S caM 1m03abouyck 00 3ToM pebenke!"
"CenpMoii Ban, Tebe nyutie mobepeds cBoe ebaHOe ObIXxaHUe, s ocTpee Tebs, s cuenaio 3To!"

IIBa IMKUX peBa MPO3By4YaH C IBYX Pa3HHIX HAlpaBJeHUMH, U iBe QUTYPH], Ha IIar Biepenu
OCTaJIbHBEIX, OPOCUIIUCH B OOHO U TO XKe BpeMd ayMas o0 Wandong.

"Bupen, Kak rpa0siT eHbT U, ey U KEeHIIKH, U B IEPBHEIX pa3 BUXKY, Kak rpadsT, 4ToOn yMepeTs! B
TaKOM CJIy4ae, Kak 5 Mory TeOs He UCTIONMHUTL?" BaH JIOHT yuxajy, IpaBas pyKa U Iaiblibl BMECTE,
IIyCTOE MECTO, ABa 30JIOTHIX Iasiblla BeTpa, OBICTPO, KaK [0XK[b, OBICTPO, KaK TPOM, TOJIBKO YTOOR
YCIIBIIIATh CBUCT OBYX OCTPHIX 3BYKOB, 4TO O0a OHU OJHOBPEMEHHO BHICTPEJIUIIN KPOBABOM CTPEJIOon
13 I'PYyOu, pa30phI3raB ee Ha HECKOJIBKO (QyTOB.

B MraoBeHue 0Ka OpUTHMHaJIbHbIe PUTYPHl APAaKOHA U TUT'Pa OOPYIIUINCH Ha 3eMJTI0, UX XXKU3HEeHHas
Cua IOYTH HUCYe3yIa, UX AhIXaHWe BHE3aIllHO UCYe3io!

"Uro!?" Ban ba HUKOrIa He 0XKuOas, 4To Bce OymeT Tak. OH maxe He MOI03PEBas, YTO ABOE ero
JII0feN yxKe MPeBpaTUJIMCh B TPYIIOB, YTO 3TO 3a TaKTHUKA U MaCTEPCTBO?

Bax Ba HeBonbHO 0TpPYyOuUII, ¥ KOTIa OH CHOBa IIOCMOTpesI Ha Bawu [[oHra, ero riasa 6ein sBHO Ooee
OOUTETHHBIMU U TSIKEJIBIMH.



Ban Ba Bce el1le Takoii, ¥ ero jronu elne 6ojiee HAYraHbl, OOWH 3a JPYTUM, OHU BCe ellle 60POJIHCE,
yTOOH ITOnacTh nepen Bau [JoHT, HO Temeps, Kak eciu Ol 3TO OBITI0 00CYXKAEHO, OHU HEOTHOKPATHO
OTCTYIIaJIX Ha3a[ B YHUCOH.

"Kyuyka u3meBaTeNIbCTB U cTpaxa! HeT mpuyuH mMo3BossaTh Tebe XKUTh U ITa4YKaTh BOOY b0oXKeCTBEHHOT0
I'poma! Bce BHI, ugute K 4epty!”

[Tpurosop Bau ba o ToMm, uTo Hapon TsaHbAY MONHOCTHIO poBoIMpPyeT Ban [JoHra Ha yOuiicTBO.
[Imroc, mocsie HeCKOJIbKUX YAaCTHBIX BUBUTOB CETONHSA, OH TaKXKe CJIbIIIAJI, YTO

CkazaB HeMaso 06 ypoxucTtBe O6IiecTBa 'poMO0OTBOMA, PyKu Bau [lonra Owinu ete 6oiee
OecrnoIagHEL.

B3phIBOM OH €M CTBUTENBHO B35/ UHALIMATUBY B aTaKy. BeCh 4el0BeK B3JIeTell, KaK Mpu3pak.
Cuauana Ban Ba Bce emle mor 6eqHo0 BuneTs ¢urypy Ban [Jonra, HO MemieHHo, purypa Bax [loHra
CTaHOBHUJIACh BCe OBICTpee u OLICTPee, U B KOHIIe KOHIIOB. Ban JIoHT ucue3 B ria3ax Bau Ba, Kak
OynTo oH ucye3 Mexnay HeOoM u 3eMyiéi. CrieioB uxX He OBIJIO HAWEHO.

B T0 ke BpeMs, omfHakKo, 6aHma npucrnemHuKoB Ban ba Orina mopaxkeHa. YacTo MPOCTO YYBCTBYEIIb
BeTep, IPOXOASIINY Iepef UxX rila3aMy, Tpo3payHas geipa Oblyia JoOaBieHa B UX CYHOYKH, a 3aTeM
VX CO3HaHUE MagaeT B TEMHOTY.

Iaxe pe3Ka IIIEHUIH He Tak OBICTPO, Moau Ban Ba, Kak 6yaTo0 eCTh KOHKYPEHIUS, YTOOH YBUIETH,
KTO ITaflaeT OBICTPee, KOHKYPUPYS, YTOOHI OBITH TEPBBEIM, KTO MTaflaeT Ha 3eMJII0, ¥ [0 TeX IIOop, IoKa
OHM TTAfaloT, HeT HUKAKOr0 BO3BpaTa Ha3ap.

Bce ouu 6vutH YOUTH OMHEM YOApOM, @ TEXHUKA, KOTOpas Oblia 60j1ee 4eM YUCTOM, IIPOCTO OHEMEIA.

"Yro0... 4TO, 4epT BO3bMH, IpoucXoauT?" BaH ba TOIBKO 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE BOJIOCH Ha €T0 Teje
CTOSLIV OJMH 3a OpyruM. YyBCTBO, Ha3blBaeMO€e ITaHUKOU, BCIIEIXHYJIO B €T'0 Cepile, IepeloIHEHHOM,
U Me[JIeHHO, G0JIbIIIe Kaliu 1oTa OblId BUAHEL Ha ero jby.

Bau Ba He ObIJT XOPOIIUM 4€JI0BEKOM WM KEHIIUHOM, TI0fIeH, KOTOphie IOTUO/IN B er0 pyKax OBIIO He
TBICSTYA, @ TOJILKO BoceMbCOT. Ho 3T0 OBl mepBhHIl pa3, Koraa Bax ba yBumen Takoe yOunCTBO,
HEBUMMOE, TaK YTO He OBIJI0 HUKAKOTO CIIocoba 3alUTUTLCS OT HEro, He TOBOPS yXKe O IIaHce
COTIPOTHUBIATECS, KaK OyaTo EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKHO OBIIIO CHeJiaTh, 3TO CTPEJISITh pyKaMHu.

He Tonbko Bau Ba 6ein omenomnén. e Jlerkuit CHer, KOTOPBIH B 9TO BpeMs BUCEJI B BO3[yXe, TOXe
OBLT COBepILIEHHO olIapalieH. Tonbko uTo BaH [loHT OblI OKpy2KeH nionbMu Ban Ba cnosMu, oHa
oueHb Oecrokouiach 3a Bax [lonra. HecmoTpst Hu Ha uTo, Ban JIoHT OBIJT HEBUHOBEH, 1 BCE U3-3a HEe
CTaJIo IPUYUHOM 3TOM NTeTy4yel KaTtacTpodrl. Eciu 661 Ban [ToHT yMep oT pyk Bau Ba, 370 HUYeM He
OTJINYA0Ch OBl OT CMEPTHU B €€ pyKax.

Ho TeIlePb OHa COBCEM HE BOJIHOBAJIACh 3ad Ban JloHra, a Hayajia BOJIHOBAThCS 3a ce0s.

ITpoIio coBceM HEMHOTO BPpeMeHH, BCeTr0 HEeCKOJIbKO BI0X0B, ¥ yueHuky Thunderclap, KoTophie
TOJIBKO YTO OKPYXuiu BaH [[oHTa CIOsSIMK, Tellepb Ha caMoM fiejie... [IouTu MepTB. ITO Jaxke He
671M3K0 K CaMOyOUICTBY C TaKOM CKOPOCTHIO!

®an E 1IuHIIS TOMBKO YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO Ky/IbTUBUPOBaHue BaH JIoHTa OBIIO BEICOKMM, HO HACKOJIBKO
BBICOKMM OHO OBIJIO IO CHX IOP OBIIIO PaCIIBIBYATO U HesiCHO i Hee. Ho Teneps E Liunims 6onee
WU MeHee TIOHSJI, YTO KyJIbTHBUpPOBaHue BaH [loHTra ompenenénHo He OymeT Huxke Ban ba. Haue
BbIpaxkeHue BaH ba Obs10 OBl TAKUM YPOJJIUBLIM?



Y 5To 6BII0 HACTONIBKO SICHO, YTO Teno Me LIuxys BCIBIXHYIIO B XOJIOMHOM IIOTY B IIOKOBOM
cocTosiHUY. 3aueM? BaH-IoH - He ee OpyT, a Bpar! CoenaB TakOro CTPAIIHOTO Bpara, HEYIUBUTEIIBHO,
yTo Ye Lightning Snow He 6osinacs!

HeyouBuTenbHO, YTO JIIOOK IPOCTO UTHOPUPOBAJIN CBOU YTPO3bI, IPH TAKOM BEIPAIMBAHUU O0OSTHCS
nevero! Yem Gopie e 1lofuxs myman 06 9ToM, TeM GoJiee paCKauBaIOMEHCS OHA CTAHOBUIIACH,
JKeas faTh cebe JIMIIb HeCKOJIBKO momeyunH. Cepe6pucTas onoBsHHags? Mumrens He, TH Korma-
HUOyOb BUMe/a TaKoe MoTpsicaioliee cepedpsiHoe KOTbe?

IMomusTei Ban JJoHTOM, e [Inxpi0 HE OXKHUOAl 3aljiaKaTh, HO TEIEPD He [T1xbi0 OYEHDb XOTEeJl
3alljaKaTh.

"Brsimb! Oka3anock, 4To Mo 6paT Bau [IoHT Takou moTpscalomnui yenosek!" Ban ba Ovin
ollIapalll€ex, He CHer 6b11 ropekuM, HO Yxky Llaii cMesics, U CMesisICA TaK CYaCT/IUBO. f TOIBKO
XOTeJl HaTu HeCKOJIbKO OapabaHoB 1 OUTh WX, YTOOH MOTPSICTU Hebeca, YTOOHI BCe 3HAJM, YTO OH,
Yxy Llait, y3Ha xopolero OpaTa, KOTOPHIHM OB TaK KPYT!

Oxono proxuHH y4eHUKOB Thunderclap Ha camoM fefie He OBUIH IIyCTOM TPaTol BpeMeHU A BaH
Honra. MruoBenue cnycTs ¢purypa Ban [Jonra BepHysnach K nuiy Ban ba. Kak 6ynTo oH yBumen
npuBupeHue, nuuo Bax Ba crano 6ebiM, ¥ ero HOTH HEBOJIBHO OTCTYNIUIIM Ha3a[ Ha HECKOJIBKO
I1aroB.

Co BceMu yOuiiCTBaMU, KOTOPBIE TOJILKO UTO coBepinui Bau [loHT, naxe ecnu Ban Ba 6bl1 MepTB, OH
MOT CKa3aTh, YTO Ky/IbTUBUPOBaHUe BaH [[0oHTa HU B KOeM CiIy4dae He OBIJIO HUXKe €ro.

"V Tebs... y TeOs XBaTaeT HATJIOCTH YOUTh KOTO-TO U3 Hatiero "I'pomooTBoma"?" Ha maHHBEIM MOMEHT,
MOZKHO CKa3aThb, UYTO MHTEPIIPEeTalus IIBeTHOCTH Ban ba sBnseTcss camou SpKO.

"Uto? ['pomo0O0oit He MOXKeET OBITh YOUT? ITO mpobiieMa, TOTOMY YTO YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPOTO 5T X04y YOUTh
OosblIie BCETO - 3TO ThHI!"

Kak tonbko Ban [IoH cka3ai 9T0, BCE Teso Ban ba mporHyno B Tpu pas3a, Kak OyATo ero ymapuia
MOJIHHS.

"9TOT OpaT, y Hac HeT HUKAKUX IIPETEeH3UN B IIPOIITIOM, TaK T0YEeMY MBI JOJIKHEI ITOJOUTH K 3TOMY
MoMeHTy?" Ban ba moskeH OblT pa3MAT4uThCS.

"¢l Toxe He x04y, HO... d ToXe rpaxngaHuH Tsaubay L351Hs, TeOe He KaXKeTCs, YTO M, ooy TSHbAY,
3aciyxuBaeM cMepTu?"

"Al d... d npaBma He xoTen, 4... "BaH ba Tak BOJTHOBaICS, YTO BOT-BOT 3alljla4deT. TONBKO B 3TO BpeMs
OH I10-HACTOSIIEeMY IOHSJI, YTO O3Ha4YaeT HecyacThe, UCXOAsIlee U3 ero ycr.

I'naps Ha 3anaHUKOBAHHOE U MCIyraHHOoe BrIpaxkeHue Bau ba, cepmie Yxky Llast ObII0 epenonHeHo
papmocThio. Korma 3To cBATOM THpaH OB TakuM cilabakoMm? YTo 3a OTKpHIBAIIIKa!

"He xoTten? Tak THI TOBOPHUIIL, YTO S HEMIPaABUIbHO HOHST?"

"Ia, ma, ga! BeL... BB, HOIKHO OBITH, HETIPABUILHO MTOHSIIM, HO S BCETHA... 0UeHb yBazKas Hapo[
Tanny, npaspal”

"¢l HempaBUIILHO IIOHSIJI BCE, YTO THI CKa3aJia TakK IPSMO, MOXKeT OBITh, ST HOUOTKA B TBOMX IIa3ax?"



"Yx! HeT, HET, 4 HE 9TO UMeJ B BUAY, 4..."

"Tak 4TO UMEHHO TH UMeellb B BUAY?" BaH [[OHT BCIBIXHYJI CYyPOBBIM KPDUKOM, ¥ €r0 QUrypa croenana
Oonbiioy mar HaBcTpedy Ban Ba. 910 Xx0nogHOe U0, C OCTPEIMU, KaK HOXKY, TNla3aMy,
HEeINoCPeICTBEHHO BbI3Basio 100 Bau Ba, HemmpecTaHHO, YTOOL BEIPBATHCS B XOJIOMHOM ITOTY. Kak
OyITO OH CTOSIJI TOJIBIM BO BpeMs OypH.

"Ban Ba, cerofiHs TH OTIIPABUIILCS B MOTYCTOPOHHUM MUD, YTOOHI CHIEeNIaTh TePEeIHIO 0CTAaHOBKY,
IIOTOMY YTO CKOPO TBOM GpaTths u3 "I'pomobos” mpubymyT Tyma ¢ Thl BOCCOEOUHSENILCS OOUH 3a
npyrum!" Ban [JoHT HU B KOeM ClIy4dae He CKphIBajJl CBOEr0o HaMepeHus YOUTh.

"THI... THL HEe TyMaellb, YTo 51 Te6s 6oiock! f TPOCTO He X0Uy BCTaBaTh HA TBOIO IIJIOXYIO CTOPOHY.

JIU THI ar VBHA, He BUHU MeHd B TOM, 4TO g Oe3xanoctHa! ITon " Th MOU HaMH#
Ec arpeccuBHa, He e 0 0 g 6e3xanoctHa! ITompobyit 3abpa ot "llyua
3omoToro JIsBa"!"

IITaru Bau Jlonra, moxoxe, BLITECHSIOT THeB Ban ba, unu, MmoxeT ObITh, Ban Ba moHuMaer, uto
MATKoe Oecrione3Hno npotyB Bau [loHra u peinaeT CpaxaliTech f0 cMepTy. Kopode roBopsi, BHEIIHUN
Bup BaH Ba BOpPyr pe3kKo M3MEHUJICS, ero rina3a CMOTPENIU IPOCTHO, ero JIUIO SIPOCTHO, €T0 JTafoHu
IIOOHSTEL, X B TO K€ BPeMs, OH TOJIKHYJ B CTOPOHY BaH J[OHT.

B rmy6okoMm 1 yOuiCTBEHHO TPOMKOM 3BYKe, UYpe3BbIUaliHO JOMUHUPYIOLIAs CUJia JIafloHU, OTPOMHas,
Kak peka AHI3H, BCKO4YUla HaBCcTpeuy Bau [loury! OH ranonnyn. Cyas no BceMmy, Ban ba
IEeUCTBUTENHHO 00BEIUHUI CBOU JOUJIbHEIE CUJIBL

"Momnogen!" Bau [ToHT u3han B3[0X, ero Gurypa emue-eje-eje, ero TeIO Cpa3y XKe BEICBETUIIOCH
30JIOTUCTHIM CBETOM, IIPEBPATHUB BCE CBOE TEJI0O B CMEPTHOTO 6ora. TO He IIPOCTO BOIIPOC BPEMEHH,
HeJlb3s51 He IOYYBCTBOBAThH XKeJIaHKWE ITOKJIOHUTHCS.

Bynp To nerkuii cuHer We unu Yxky Llal, BCe OHU BBHITJISINENIN OLIEJIOMIEHHBIMHU, OLIEJIOMIEHHEIMU Ha
MeCTe, HeCTIOCOOHBIMY ABUTATLCS B TeUEHHE TIOJTyCYTOK.

(KoHelI 9TOM TJIaBHI)
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