"Kakoe OTHOIIIEHUE 3TO UMeeT K BaM, JIopH By, ecnu y Hero B 6araxe cupsiTaHbl 30J10TO U cepebpo”?
¢ He Mory, s HOKeH 00BICKATh KaXkKIOro YejioBeKa Ha 9Tou ynulle, BepHo?" OH cKa3ajl, 4To YXK3Hb
HEeJOBOJIEH.

"X03s1H, pa3 yXK OH He uileT, 6ymeM i Mul B myTu?" A @y B3s1 nocknky By [laouy u oI0XKuUI ee
eMy Ha IIJIeYH.

By [1ao3u HaxXMypuJICs, OH He TIOBepuJI, 4To X3 YK9Hb He 00bICKas MOCHUIKY A @y, TOTOMY YTO Y
Hero Ob1o moOpoe ceppane. OH YK9HE OB caMbIM OeCIIOIagHEIM YeJIOBeKOM B MUpPE, ¥ OH He
oOrIcKUBa NOCHIIKY AX Oy, HO IeBSATH pa3 U3 IeCATH, OH COePIKUBAI ellle XyIlre HaMepeHu .

Koneuno, a @y Beitamun Y Jaoiu u cobupaincs yxoguTh, Korga OH YK3Hb BOAPYT IPOTSAHYI PYKY U
HECKOJIbKO CUJIbHBEIX OGHUIIEPOB U COJIAT, Cpa3y ke Opocuics Buepeq 1 cuiiol Beitamui Y Jaomu u A

Qy npyr OT Apyra.
"Yro BH fgenaetre? OTnyctu MeHa!" Korpa oH rpoMKo Kpuyasi, AX Oy SpOCTHO COIIPOTUBIIAJICS.

[Tocrne oxkecToueHHOM OOPLOBI CONOATH HE CMOTIIH yaepxKaTh ero. OH YK9Hb HaXMyPUIICS Ha
CUTYyaIuIo, cpa3y ke 0oJiee mecsaTKa YeloBeK OPOCUIIHMCh BBEPX, OOUH U3 OGUIEPOB U COJIOAT,
nmoMaxaJl HoxXHaMH, 1 pa30un ['onoBa ®yka. ['onosa 6emHoro A ®yka Onlna IoJHAa MOPO3HAIX BOJIOC,
B MIHOBEHNeE OKa I10JI0BUHA M3 HUX OblJIa OKpallleHa B KPaCHBIU I[BET C KPOBLIO.

"OH Yxk9Hb! Kakyio omuOKy OH coBepiIny, Anb@pen, 4To Thl IpAUYUHNUI eMy 007b?" YBuzmes A Oy
paHeHHIM, By [Tao3u cpa3y ke B30eCUCS U 3alleBeIuIC.

On Yxko3Hb yuxHyN U cKas3as: "Y [laoussl, yka3 uMIiepaTopa O4eHb sICEH, BaM [NO3BOJIEHO TOJIBKO
OCTaBUTh CTOJIULY B IIOKOE, U HUKOMY He MO3BOJIEHO IIpOBOXKaTh Bac! !"

"Anbdpen He TOUINIET MEHS, OH IOeAEeT CO MHOMU U 103aboTuTCa 000 MHE."

"910 emie xyxke! Ecnu mopa By, KOTOPHIN BCcerfa OKpPyKeH KeM-TO, KTO 3a00TUTCSI 0 HEM, 9TO BCe ellle
CUMTAEeTCsS HaKalaHueM?".

"THL... THL..." By [JaocT ObIJT Tak 3071 Ha X3 YK9Hb, UTO laKe HE MOT TOBOPUTb.

"Xo3zsiuH, Ctapeiii Pab npecnenyeT Te0s1 0eCATUNIETUAMEI U HUKOTHA He oKupaamn Tebs. Eciu Th
OonbIlle He MOXKEIIb CJIeJ0BaTh U CITyKUTh CBOEMY XO3SUHY, TO... TOTHAA y cTaporo paba 6y#eT TOIbKO
onmHa cMepTh!" Anbdpen Kpuyan ot 00H.

"Cmepts"? [la, 3TO TBOSI CBOOOMA, THl MOXKEIlb OTIIPABUTHCS B afi B Jlto0oe BpeMs!" OH YK3HB
TIOLITY THII.

"Xo-UxuHn! Kak 4neH UMIIepaTOPCKOT0 OIBOPA, KaK Thl MOXKEIIL TOBOPUTH TakKue OeccepeyuHble
cnoBa?" By [lao3u BEIpBaCH.

"OH yMpET caMm 110 cebe, TaK 4YTO TPYIHO BUHUTH KOTO-TO Apyroro? Hy, pa3 yX Mbl KOJIJIETH, MHE He
XBaTaeT CTaporo paba goma. Korga yemeIs U3 CTOHIIE, MyCTh OH IIPUeeT KO MHe JoMou. Mau Tyna,
3TOT OuIlep XOPOIIO 0 HeM 03abOTUTCH..."

"Ba! YTo 3TO0 3a Bellb, KOTOPYIO Tl TOXKE 3aCITyKUBAEIIh, YTOOB CITYKUTh MHE?!"
"TocT 3a WITyKy, faiiTe MHe nogpatecs! beu cunbaee!”

Ox 3akpuyan YK3Hb, U Cpa3y XKe KallJIi KyJIaKoB IpUu3eMIUINCh Ha Tenio A @y. He roBops yxe o



CTapoCTHu A (DYKa, naxe CHUJIbHBIN MOJ'IOI[OIZ YeJIOBEK He BhIIEePZKaJl TaAKOTr0 CUJIBHOT O n30ueHus.
CBepHy.TICH B IIAPHK, 0oIbIe He OBIIIMUAT U BOBIXAET.

"ITatiTe MHe IepenoxHyTh!" Buns, kak n3busaiT A Oyka, Kak By [Taomu MoxeT He 3nUThCS? C
JIOTIATOM, ero TeJIo HacTosIee (i, crela u OPLI3ry, ¥ MOJMeTaHKe IaTbMOBOTO BETPA, JI0KWHA UITH
0KOJI0 TOTO, 0(pUIIePOB U COMNMAT, KOTOPhe OKpykumu Ah Fook Oblyii HeMeJIeHHO OMPOKUHYTE! [Tnay
OBIJT 0ECKOHEYHEIM.

HecmoTps Ha To, 4To By [laomu Binoxu O0JBINYI0 YacTh CBOEH SHEepTruu B popMUpOBaHUE,
KyJIbTUBHAPOBaHUE He OBIJIO TeM, YeMY 3TU OOBIYHBIE O(PUIIEPEI X COIATHL MOTJIM OBl COITPOTUBIISITHCS.

Bcnneck YV [laon3el cpa3y ke BbI3Bal y X9 YKIHSA OLIETIOMUTESIBHBINA CTPaX, CKPLITHIYA Ha ero JuLe.
Ecnu 6wt By [lao1u IefiCTBUTEIBHO XOTEJ YTO-TO C HUM CHiejlaTh, €My IIPUIIOCH OBl CTpagath!
ITogenutnes.

"By... By [lao3u, 4To0... YTO TH Aenaelb, OyHTyemmb?" OH cKa3an YK3Hb C IPOKAaIIUM I'0JI0COM, KaK
OH YBEPHYJICA 03agu oduliepa C CUIbHEIM YCUINEM.

"OH YxKeH, g He X0TeJl HA4Yero tebe fenaTh, HO TH xynural! Ceropus g, Y [aomu, Oyoy cpaxkaThCs [0
cMepTH, 4ToOB 136aBUTH UMIepuio Liuaes FOHL 0T Takoro 37a, Kak TH'". By JJaomu 651 11o-
HACTOSIIIeMY TPOHYT YOUMCTBOM, a BhIpaXKeHUE ero Julla, KOTOpoe ObII0 HeOORYaliHO XOIOOHBIM 1
XOJIOOHBEIM, OBITIO JOBOJILHO Y2KaCAOLIUM.

"Ha 4TO BHI BCe elrle ycTaBUIuCh? [ToueMy Ol TeOe He IMONTHU BIIepen U He apecToBaTh OBCTAHIIEB?"
OH Yk3Hb KpUYasl IpSMO Ha OQHUIIEPOB ¥ COJIAAT.

['pymma congaT ¥ YWHOBHUKOB CPa3y ke Opocuiiachk BIiepen, KakK MPUIMBHAS BOJIHA, YTOOB! YTOMUTD
By Hao3wu.

CTONKHYBIIKCH C 9TOM cuTyauued, Y [laom3sl He TOIBKO He 00siyIcs, HO U CMesyics 0o Hebec, a 3aTeM
IIPEBPATHUJICS B IJIaBAIOIIETo ApakKoHa, 00e JTagoHU TaHIIEBAIU B BO3OyXe, U ITOIMeTall BBepX, CUla
JIaIOHY ¥ TeHM Ha HOTraX, KakK ITafalolye I[BeTh B He0e, TogMeTaHue U CTpenb0a, B MTHOBEHHE 0Ka,
OecsaTKA 0UIIEPOB U CONOAT, KpU4all U ITafall BHUS.

Ouumasick oT BakyyMa, purypa By [Taou3u 6€30CTaHOBOYHO IoAMeTaa IpsmMo K X2 YK3Hb B
BO3[yXe, ero PyKH IIpeBpallavuCh B OPJIMHEIE KOT'TH, MUTAJIN XOJIOOHEIM MeTaJlJIn4YeCKUM CBETOM,
yKa3blBas PAMO Ha ropyo X3 YxKaHA.

"Cnacu... criacy, cracu!" OH YK3Hb OblT HallyraH OeslbIM, ero TeJo MOIIaTHYJIOCh Ha3af, ero ¢opMa
Onlna 6eCIIOPSITOYHOM.

Bupst, yto X3 YK9HbL HE MOXKET OTCTYIIUTDb U BOT-BOT YMPET Iof KOrTsiMu Y [laou3u, BAPYT pa3faics
SICHBIM KPUK OT KOCHHKY "Brnactenus Y". Pyku npoys!”

C TakuM 4yeTKHUM rojnocoM, ¢urypa TaH CHHBY IIPUILIJIa B METEOPUTHOM IIOPHIBE, ¥ CMOTJIa
3a0okupoBaTh KOTTH Y JlaoI3u, KaK pa3 Korga OH co6upascs cXBaTUTh X3 YK9HS 3a roprio.

"Tanr Kcunsu?" By [lao3u siCHO BUAEJ, YTO (Urypa nperpaxnaeTr eMy JOPOry, U He MOT He
IIPOU3HECTU KPUK YOUBJICHU.

Barnan Tan CuabM ORI HAIIOJIHEH CTHIMOM, a MaJIEHbKUH CKJIIOHUBIINICS 100 cka3an: "['ocmoguu VY,
He OyIb UMITyTbCUBHBIM, OCTAaHOBUCH".



"Kaniyiep Taur, BH IPUIILUIN B HY2KHOe BpeMsi! BricTpo yOeit By [Tao3u, aTa cTapas IITyKa BoccTana!"
Bups cBoeBpeMeHnHoe nosiBnenne Tan CunbY, X3 UkK3Hb ObIJT HACTOIBKO CIIOKOEH, YTO OH OpOCUIICS
BIleper, yKa3a Ha Y [laolL3kl ¥ IPOJoJIXKal KpudaTh.

I'meB By [Tao3u yxe 3aTSHYJCS B €T0 CepAlle, a KOTa OH YBUMEI 3To, To OblN elle Oojiee pa3rHeBaH.
C rpOMKUM BCIJIECKOM, UCTUHHEBIU [ KOHAEHCUPOBAHHBIX €r0 KOI'Tell BHe3allHO YBEeJIUYHUIICA [0
IeCSTH IIPOLIEHTOB, TOMLKO YTOOH yenbiiiaTh 6yM, Tang Xinyi cpa3dy ke momaTHYJICS Ha3af
B3opBasncs Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB Ha3ap,.

HecMmotps Ha TO, 4TO Ky/nbTUBUpPOBaHUE "Bo3BpaleHue LIn" 3HaUUTENIBHO YIIYYLINAIIO
KynbTuBHApoBaHue TaH CUHBH, OHa BCe ellle Oblyla Ha mojiara Huxke Y J[[aoussh.

[Tocne moxkupyrouiero Tang Xinyi, purypa Wu Daozi cpa3y ke 3apskeHa Bliepe[], HalpaBisisicCh
npsaMo K He Zhen.

OH Yx3Hb 60JbINe BCcero 60sJICs CMEPTH, a Ilapa HaloJHEHHBIX HEHAaBUCThIO U YOUIMCTBEHHBIMU
rima3amu Y Jlaon3u 3acTaBujia €ro TpPerneTaTh, HACTOMBKO, YTO OH JEeMCTBUTENHHO CeNl IPSIMO Ha
3eMTi0. XOTS 3TO OBIJI0 HEMHOTO YHU3UTEILHO, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO ObllIa ¥ BOJIsI OOT0B, OH CyMeT
n30exkaTh Korrei By [laoiu ¢ 3TUM BHe3aMHKIM TUPE BHU3, M03BONIKUB By Jlaolu CXBaTUTD €ro!
bnasK.

K tomy Bpemenwu, kak ¥ [laomu u3menus xon, Tan CHHbY yKe OTpearupoBa U CHOBa GPOCHUIICS
BIlepen, 4ToOH yoepKaTh ero.

"Tan CUHBH, ST HAMEPEH cerofgHs yOuTh Bopa cobak X3 UxkaHb, yitau ¢ moporu!" By Jao3u pe3ko
COpBaJCH.

"Crapumuii ¥V, X2 YK9Hb - MUHUCTp IIEPBOTO PAHTa, €0 Helb3s YOUTh."

"Ecmu aToro cobaubero Bopa He yObIOT, Hapop u 6oru 6ynyT Bo3myiueHbl! Tanr Kcuuby, TH HE
CMOXKeIllb OCTaHOBUTH MOETo Myxka."

"Komangup!" Kak Tonbko rosnoc By [laouu yiesn, c3agu pa3gasncs KpUK.

Ceppue By [Tao3u yTOHYIIO M OTJISIHYIOCH Ha3al, TOIBKO OIS TOTO, YTOOB YBUAETh JECITKU
3KCIIEPTOB, OJETHIX B GOPMY (P3HBLU3STHCKOW I'BapOuH, CIIEUIAIAX K HEMY. ITH JEeCATKU BOUHOB
(G3HBLU3SIHCKOM TBapAuK ObITM TyYIIUMU U3 (PIHBIBTHCKUX TBAPAEHIEB, U MHOTHE U3 HUX UMEIH
KyJIbTUBAIMM BHIIIE IATOro YpoBHS True Qi. Eciu 6b1 oHU 00bemuHUIM CBOU ycunus ¢ TaH CUHbBH,
OHM OBl He CMOTJIM BHIUTPATh C BeIpalnuBaHueM Y [laomsu!

[Tpuéem.

Kasanocs, uto OH Yxk3Hb, cobaunii Bop, CHOBa cOexar, u ceppaie Y aoiu OO0 HallOJTHEHO
HEHABUCTHIO ¥ OECIIOMOIIHOCTHIO.

"Xaxaxa..." ®amunus By, pa3Be TH He HaCTOJIbKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHA, YTO X0Yelllh YOUTh MOEro
ynHOBHUKA? [[aBaii, faBail yObeM ogHOTO [i7i MeHs! Thl BOHIOYHM, TBEPbIM, CTApPBIN YIIPSIMBIN
KaMeHb B TyajleTe, CeTOOHS NeHb TBoeu cmepTu!”

B npucyrctBuu TaH CUHBY U IeCATKOB 3KCIepTOB O3HCAHLCKOM rBapauu X3 YK9Hb OBIJT HACTOIBKO
CIIOKO€H, YTO yKa3aJl IpsAMO Ha HOC Y [1aou3sl ¥ pelyal HOH-CTOIIOM.

"MimniepaTtop mompocun Teds npuitu?" YV [Jaoussl He 00paTu BHUMaHUS Ha KPUKY X3 YXKIHS U



IIPOCTO ITIOCMOTPEN Ha Tan CuHBY ¥ XOJIOTHO CIIPOCHII.

B3arnap Taur KcrHbY OBIT TOCTHIOHEIM U ellle 0ojiee cMyIneHHBIM. By [laoiu Tak MHOTO Cena AJis
KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMBH, HO TEIEPb OH OKa3aJICs B TAKOM CUTYAIlUU, UTO [eJi0, KakK Okl 9TO CKa3aTh, OBII0
HEMHOT'0 HeoOpoKeIaTeTbHBIM.

"HIMIiepaTop MOMPOCUIT MEHS BHIIPOBOLUTH Bac U3 cTonullbl!" Tan CUHBY JOJITO MOI4aa, Ipexme
YeM CKa3aThb CYXUM I'0JIOCOM.

"O... Pa3zBe MniepaTop He FOBOPUJI, YTO HUKOMY He II03BOJIEHO IIPUXOOUTH U IPOBOXKAaTh MeHA? OH
6ecmokoutcs 000 MHe, He Tak u?" By [lao3u OB MOJIOH HaCMeIlleK ¥ HacMellIekK.

"Crapuuii By, BEI He JOIKHE BUHUTH UMIIEPATOPa, Y HET0 eCTh Ha TO npu4uHkL." Tan CuHBY X0Tela
CKa3aTb HECKOJIBKO CJIOB B 3amuTy bail YK9HbIIaHS, HO [TOCJIe TOT0, KaK OHa 0OBICKaa r0JIOBY, OHa
He CMOTJIa IPUAYMaTh IIPaBUJIbHEIE CI0BA, OHU OBLIM TaKUMU OJeIHBIMU U cl1abbiMu! .

Vi3meBaTenbCTBO M HETOOBaHKe Ha nuile By [laomu ObIIO ellle cuiibHee, TakK Kak ero He BOJTHOBaIa
TaKas 3allliTa.

"Komaugup TaHT, BE TOJIBKO YTO BUAEIH, YTO Henain Y mo ¢pamunuu. Ecu TaKoro npemgaTens
BRIYCTAT U3 FOHbYKYHA, 3TO cTaHeT O0bInoN TpobieMol, Tak moueMy OBl He YOUTH ero Ha mecte!".
OH Zhen ocnenun Wu Daozi ¢ HanmoJHeHHBIM HUISANION 67IMKOM U cKa3an Tang Xinyi.

"XBaTtut, ['ociogu! Tebe mpocTo Haflo IepecTaTh MafaTh Ha nuio!" Tan CHHbY yKe UMeJT BUHY
COBECTH T10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K ¥V JlaoI3k, ¥ KOTla OHa CHOBA yCJIbIIaia cjioBa X3 YK3Hs, oHa Obla elle
Oomnee SIPOCTHOM, TIO3TOMY OHA IIPSIMO YIPEKHYJIa ero, He CIepkKUBascCh.

"Kak 3TOT YMHOBHUK yIIajl Ha KOJIOZELl, TO, YTO CKa3aJl 9TOT YNHOBHUK - IIpaBaa..."

4 He XAy, Korma X3 YK3Hb 3aKOHYHUT CBOe Ipensioxkenune, Tan CUHbY ITOMaxal el pykKoi u rpy6o
cKasas: "Moii T7laBHOKOMaHIYIOUIUH MTOTy4Yus IpruKa3 6e301acHO OTIIPaBUTh IT'OCIIOANHA Y U3
CTOJIUIILI B IIEJIOCTHA ¥ COXPAHHOCTH! ITO He Iy TOTO, YTOOH yOuUTH ero!"

Tan CuHBYM CKa3al 3TO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO V¥ X9 YK3H4 ObIIO ThICSTYa HELOBOILCTB B CepPAlle,
0oJIbIlle OH HUUEro He MOT CKa3aTh.

Bapoxom Tan Cunsu ckazan Y [laomu: "Crapuuii Y, moxasnyicTa, UouTe croga”.

"Ho aToT Moii cTapklii pab..." By [lao3u OBepHYJI I'OJIOBY, YTOOEI TOCMOTPETh Ha A @y, C HEKOTOPHIM
KoyieOaHUEM B rla3ax.

Tan CunbM CKa3zas: "OTOT 4esloBeK BepeH U npenaH CTaplieMy, TakK KaK OH HacTauBaeT Ha TOM,
yTOOH cleoBaTh 3a CTapiivM, Bel JOTXKHEI B3SITh €r0 C Co00#".

"Het! 910 He B cooTBeTCTBUM C Boneul Mmmnepartopa!" Kak Tonpko ronoc Tarn Cunbu yman, X9 YK9Hb
He MOT I0KIAaThCs, YTOOBI BEIIPLITHYTH U BO3Pa3UTh.

XonogHell nogMeTaromuy B3rnag Tad CHHBH, ee TOJIoC JeasHou xononued "He HykHO ['ocniony,
yT0o0B OH Gecrokousncs! Mo¥t KOMaHIUP JTUYHO MOUAET U 0OBSICHUT uMiepaTopy!”

"Ho..."

On Yxk9Hb BCe ellle oTKa3bpBaeTcsd, TaH CUHbY He OO0XKOAJICTd, KOrfla OH 3aKOHYMUT NpPeaIoXKeHue, a
3aTeM X0JI0gHO ckal3an: "Ecnu y 'ocniofia eCTh BO3paxeHus, TO 1 BO3bMY (PIH3THBCKYIO I'BApAUIO Ha



BBIXOM, X THI 6y)1e1.ub HECTH IIOJIHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTE 3ad BCe!

"A? Tak... Kak 970 paboTaeT? ITa pamMunus By Tak BHICOKO BO3[EBIBAETCS, UTO ECJIU BH VULETE,
pa3Be MOUl YMHOBHUK HE ympeTr?"

['nmaps Ha 3am0IHEHHY0 TaHUKOX X3 Yk9Hb, TaH CHMHBY ITOKayYasia I'0JIOBOH, ee JIULI0 HallOJIHEHO
npe3peHueM. boch, 4TO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, pe3yJ/IbTaTOM KCIIOJIb30BaHUS TAKOr0 YejloBeKa I
IIPOBEPKHU U YpaBHOBeIIUBaHUS ceMby Ciol OyaeT TONhKO MOOHSATL KaMeHb U Pa30uTh cebe HOru. !

"B takoM cnydae! Torga, moxanyicra, nonpocu ['ocrona, 4To0sl OH OCTasCs B CTOPOHE U He BCTall
Ha IIyTy Moero koMaHaupa!" Tanr KCUHBY IIOIy4uI BEITOBOD.

(Koner11 9TOM T'J1aBHI)
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