"lla, 1 g XOTen OBl 3HaATh, I'T€ UMEHHO I/IMHepaTop BCTYIIUII B KOHTAKT C 9TOM TaMHCTBEHHOM BJIACTHIO,
HJIA KTO UMEeHHO. YTOOR HMeTh BO3MOXKXHOCTh BUKTUMHUI3UPOBATE €TI0 TAKUM 06p830M". Ban [loHr
CKaHOHUPOBaAJl.

"Bo1oCh, YTO MPUYMHA BCEI'0 3TOI'0 M3BECTHA TOJIBKO MMIIEPATOPY B OOUHOUYKY. £ GOIOCH, YTO B 9TOM
3aMellaHo CIUIIKOM MHOTO CEKPETOB U uMIepatop He ckaxeT". Ciol BoaHbuyaHb CKa3all.

"B aTOM MUpe, KPOME MEPTBHIX, KTO HeNCTBUTEILHO MOXKET XPaHUTh CeKpeTh? Hero s 6010Ch, Tak 3TO
TOT'0, YTO Jaxke caM ViMmepaTop He 3HaET, IOYEMYy 3Ta TAWHCTBeHHas CHUJia HAaXOOUTCS B eTo Teje".

"Hu 3a 4To, ma? 910 B03MOxkHO?" Cioif BaHbUyaHb OBI IIOJIOH CIOPIIPH3a U CIIPOCHII.

Ban [Tonr 3acMesncs: "4To B 3TOM HEBO3MOXKHOT0? [laxke Ml ¢ Aenyimkoi COonHIIeM HE MOXeM
IIOHSTh, YTO 9TO 3a TAaUHCTBEHHAs CUJia, KOTOpas CyIIeCTBYEeT B Tejle MMIIepaTopa, He TOBOPS yXKe 0
caMoM ummeparope! ."

Croit Banbuyans nopyman 06 9TOM BHUMATEIBHO, U BAPYT IIOUYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 1Of03peHus Bax [loHra
He ObUTM HeoOocHOBaHHEIMU. [IpencTaBbTe cebe, ecnu UMIIepPaTOp NeUCTBUTEIBHO 3HAJ, YTO TOT, KTO
IIPUYUHUT €My Bpe[], KaK OH He MOT OTOMCTUTB IIOCTIe TOr0, KaK OH BOCCTAHOBUIICA?

"Kaxertcs, 4To gaxe TBou aen CyH He 3HaeT, YTO XU3HEHHas 3HEepPrus uMIiiepaTopa noHecsia
OTPOMHYIO ITOTEPIO U Y HET0 OCTAJICS BCETO OOUH Irof XKU3HU". NHaue OH He OblsI OBl TakK paj 00bIBUTH
nepeq rpaXXgaHCKUMHU U BOEHHBIMYA MUHUCTPaMM, YTO UMIIEPATOP HUCIEeNuIcs".

"He Hamo OblIO 3HATH! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MOTEPS XXKU3HEHHOM 3HEPTHH - 9TO HE TO, YTO MOXKET OBITh
00HapyKeHO C ITOMOIILI0 CMEPTHOTO LIeTUTENA".

"Ho moueMy Tl eMy HUYero He cKa3asna?" Cioi BaHbuyaHb cpaliuBal.

Bau [loHr 3acMmesicst u cipocuii: "UTo TyT roBopuTh? CKa3aB 3TO, MBI TOJILKO HAIlpacHO fo0aBUM
npobneM genyinke ComnmHIiy".

Cro BoabuyaHb cllerka KMBHYJI IIOCJIe TOTO, KakK yciblman 97o. C ero 3HaHusAMu Sun Daobai, ecnu
OBl OH OeWCTBUTENILHO 3HAJ 3TO, OH, 6e3yC/I0BHO, OyHeT toMaTh cebe TON0BY M IBITaThCS HAUTH
cnocob oOpammaThcs ¢ uMepatopoM. Ho maxe y Bangonra He ObIIO MeTOfa, Tak KAKOW METOJ, OH MOT
npunyMath? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KakK cka3ajl Bau [[oHT, 3TO HalpacHO yCyr'yOuso ero npobaeMsl.

"MIOTHHT, BO3MOXKHO, THI ITpaB, 9TO CyAb6a, a He TO, 4TO MOXKET H3MEeHHTh Hallla cMepTHas cuia. Ho
doTuanp, X0TS UMIIEPATOP YK€ HaCTOPOKEHHO OTHOCUTCS K Halled cembe CIOi, ¥ HAMHOTO MeHee
OOBEPYMB, YeM PaHbIlle, cliaBa Harer ceMbu Cioi ceromgusi Ho Bce 3T0 Ob10 maHOo uM. Henb3st OBITE
HeOarofapHbIM B 3TOM XKK3HU. ECu BH JymMaeTe 0 OyOyIeM, Bl BCE PABHO HOJIKHBI IIOTIHITATHCS
cracTy uMmIeparopa’.

9tor Cwoii BanbuyaHb, TOJIBKO B IEPBYI0 0Uepenb, TOBOPUJI, YTO 3TO Cynb0a, 1 CMEPTHEIE HE MOTYT ee
M3MEHHTh, HO C3a[i1 OH Hafessics, 4yTo Ban [IyH cMoxkeT HalTu crocob cnactu bali YkeHbIaHs.
TpynHO nu cKa3ath, 4TO B r7ta3ax Cioii Banbuyans BaH [IyH 0osbille He CMEPTHBINA?

Bau [loHT KMBHYJI C TOPbKOM YIEIOKOM U CKa3as: "OTo He B cTuje Hailel ceMbu Cioii - BUIETH CMEPTD
U He CIlacaTh ee, ¥, KOHEYHO, BHYK He IIPUHECEeT CThila TBoeMy menyiike". Ecnu B OymyiieM
OEUCTBUTEIbHO €CTh IIyTh, TO BHYK OTHACT BCE CBOU CHUJIbI!"

"Ma! HocToiHo ObITH BHYKOM Moei Cioli Baubuyans!" Cioii BoaHb4yaHb OBITT 04EHB TOBOJIEH U CaM
BBINIHUJI TOJIHEIM O0KaJI BUHA.



f He yBepeH, CMOT'Y JIH {1 9TO CHeflaTh, HO 1 CMOTY 3TO0 cheniath. CKopee, 3TO OTHOIIEHNE
HwmnepaTopa K XKene3Hou BovHeE".

"O?" BpoBu Ban [loHra cpa3y xke 00pO3[UIIK, ¥ TI0 CPAaBHEHMIO C TeM, Kak nonro baii 2KeHbIlaHb MOT
IIPOXKUTH, CTpaTerus bau 2KeHblIaHs 110 OTHOLLIEHUIO K AUHACTUY 2Kele3H0U BOMHEI IPefCTaBiIsdaIa
miist Bau JloHra 60nbUIui HHTEPEC. ITO MIPOU3OIIIIO IOTOMY, YTO OTHOIIeHHe bait 2KeHbIaHs BO
MHOTOM oTIpefenuno 0wl cyap0y Munnuapnos nmonei [JlapctBa HebecHoit CTOMHUITEL.

Camo o ce6e KoponesctBo Tsuay Ob110 aGCOMIOTHO HECTIOCOOHO KOHKYPHUPOBaTh C 2Kene3Hou
BOWHOU. EQWHCTBEHHEIM CITI0COO0OM MMETH IIaHC Ha BRIKUBaHUE OBITI0 00 BEUHUTHCS C UMIIEPUEH
Hun KOHb, u 910, BaH JIOHT...

9T0 yXKe OBIIO SICHO.

"I'nsigs Ha 3Ha4YeHUe UMIIepaTopa, OH IJIAHUPYET MPUHSTH MMOJIUTHKY YMUPOTBOPEHUS U
KOMIIPOMMCCa TI0 OTHOIIeHUI0 K 2Kenle3Hou BOUHE..."

"A? Kak 310 paboraet! OH BociuTEIBaeT TUrpal"

910 OBLI MOUCTHHE CITy4al CTpaxa Iepefd TeM, YTO [OIKHO ObIIO ITPOMU30MTH, a Iy BaHmoHra 3T0
OBLIIO TTOX0Ke Ha I'PoM C sicHoro HeOa. be3 umnepuu Lluub KOHB 51 6010Ch, YTO 3TO OBII OBl TOIBKO
BOIIPOC BpeMeHH, ITpexke YeM KOPoJIeBCTBO TIHbAY OyoeT YHUYTOXKEHO. [Ipy MBICTIA O TOM, YTO
OM3K¥e ero pogHOTO Iropoda BOT-BOT IOCTPafaloT oT ** nuHactuu 2Kene3Hou BOMHE, Kak BaH JJoHT
MOXKET He PagoBaThCs, KaK OH MOXKET He 3JIUThCS?

"[lerCTBUTENIBHO, HO y UMIIepaTopa €CTh Ha TO CBOU IPUYHUHE". B ITOCIIeIHIEe HECKOJIBKO JIET
VMMIIEPCKOE NIPaBUTEJILCTBO KOHTPOIUPOBAIOCh LI0 BaHbnuy, U 01 ero U3BpallleHHBIMU AeUCTBUSIMU
BJIaCTb B CTPaHe 3HAUUTENIBHO CHU3UJIACh, JajleKo OT TOro, KaKoy oHa Obljla paHbllle, CO BCEMU
Bumamu [Ipo6ieMHble TPOTUBOpEeYUs OblTM 66CKOHEYHEIMU ¥ MHOTOYKC/IEHHBIMU. B Tako¥ CUTyaluu,
HECOMHEHHO, He OBIIO MyAPHIM LIaTOM BeCTH BOMHY IIPOTHB KECTKO BOOPYkKeHHOU Kene3Hou
Hunactuu. MmepaTop cYuTasl, 4To GJIHUKaUIINM IPUOPUTETOM [I0IKEH OBITH OTABIX U
BOCCTaHOBJIEHUE, KaK U B ciiydae ¢ 2Kene3HOU BOWHOM, KOTa CUjla CTPaHH OyZieT BOCCTAHOBIIEHA,
Croi1 Ty YKu CMOXKeT IPUHATb MEPHL".

"Crou Croii Ty Uxku"? A? Boroch, 4TO 3TO IPOCTO UCIONIHEHUE XKelaHui! K ToMy BpeMeHH, Korga
BiacTh uMnepun Liuas FOHL Oblyia BOCCTAHOBIEHA, AUHACTUS 2Kele3HoM BOMHEI yKe BoccTaja Obl Kak
conHIle U Oblyia OB HeyaepkKUMa. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Ha YTO ellle OHM MOTJIM HaflesiThCsA, KpoMe Kak
IIOKOPHO ITOKJIOHUTECS Apyrum? durypa!”

Yem Oombie roBopui Bax [JoHT, TeM 60ee B3BOJITHOBAHHEIM OH CTAHOBHJICS, MO TAKOM CTEIEHH, YTO
naxke CKBEPHOCIIOBUS BCIILIXUBAIIH.

"[lemyiika, 9TO 3HaYeHUe UMIepaTopa, KaK HacuyeT 3Ha4yeHus [IOJIHOTO gBopa?"”

"OKO0JI0 OBYX TPEeTel MOIHOTO0 ABOPa COTJIaCHHI C moxkenaHusaMu Ero Benuuyectsa, B yacTHOCTH, OH
YK9HB - camblii pemnTenbHbIN". f, Turp L[3uHnuy, Bam x034uH Y [Jaony U HEKOTOPEIE Apyrue
MUHUCTPHI BEICTYTIAIOT 3a TO, YTOOH JaTh 2Keie3Hou BoliHe HEMHOTO 110y. Eciu Mbl OyneM
IIPOOONIXKaTh UATHA Ha KOMIIPOMHUCCH U CaBaThCsA, TO 2Keyle3Has BOWHA ONpPeaeeHHO IT0TepsIeT
ceppaa 1 HabepeT [10¥M, a 3aTeM, faxe eClId Mbl XOTHM BOCCTAHOBUTD BIIACTh HAIlEH CTPAHBL. ITO
IIPOCTO Jorapkal!”

"Touno! [y TOro YTOOK BOCCTAHOBUTH HAI[MOHAJIbHYIO BJIACTh, MBI OJIXKHEL B IIEPBYIO OYepeb
MMEeTh CTAaOUIIbHYIO ¥ TJIaIKYI0 OKpyzxKarouryio cpeny! Ho cTabubHYIO ¥ TTIagKyI0 OKPYKAIOIIYi0



cpedy Helb3s KYyUTh HAa KOMIIPOMHUCCH ¥ YCTYIKU. Kak nMmnepaTop, pa3Be OH JaXKe He IOHMMAaeT 3Ty
IIPOCTYIO U JIETKYIO [JIsT MOHUMaHus ucTuHy? Eime ecth OaHma Xe YK9HS, OHU BCe ITPOCTO
COJIOMEHHEbIE JIIOOY, HO OHU IIPOCTO MBITAKOTCS YTOOUTD U JIbCTUTH!"

"Ia! AmOunuu XKene3noit BoiHE pacTtyT! o TuH, BE 3HaeTe, 4TO II03aBuepa IMOCTYIHIIa
nH(popmanus, 9yTo Barpxao CioH yMmep, 3amunias ropor LI3MHEro B TeueHne HECKOJIBKUX MEeCSLEB,
HO, HaKOHeIl, ellle HeCKOIbKO OHel Ha3al, Ha Hero Hanan CioaHbdaH. "

"Uto TH ckazan?" CnoBa Cioit BaHbuyaHs ObUIM TOXO0XKU Ha NPUTIYIIEHHEIN MOJTHUMN, KOTOPHIN
B30pBaJCA B ymax Bax [loHra, BEI3BaB Y HETO TOJIOBOKPYXKEHUE U 3aTyMaHUB €r0 pasyM.

"MoTHHT, 9TO C TOGOH?" HeypaBHoBeleHHOe noBefgeHre Ban [loHra npusesno K ToMmy, 4To Ciou
Banbvuyans u Hun [llaHb ObUIM OIIETIOMIIEHH.

Bau [loH He OTPyauiICcs 00bSCHUTE, €T0 TOJIOC, ITOTHEIN 6eCITOKOMCTBA, CIIpocut: "[Iemyiika, mpaBaa
JIX TO, UTO THI CKa3an? ['opop [IKUHTO MelCTBUTENbHO OB B3l0oMaH? MTakK... Kak fefia y TeHepania
Ban Xouona?"

Xots Cioii BaHbuyaHb He OHKUMaJ, TouyeMy Bas [IyH Tak Bo30yK[EH, OH BCE PaBHO OTBETHUII
npaBauBo: "['opon LI3uHBIO AeNCTBUTENBHO IOABEPICA HanageHuto, Ho Baub [yHs ['eHepan XyauoHT,
neper JIUIIOM OIIaCHOCTH, IPUBEJI OOMBIIYIO YaCTh CBOEH apMUU U YacTh Hapofa ropofa LI3usHro,
yTOOH 6€30TacHO YUTH U3 TOPOfia, U Terepb OTCTynaeT K "['0pof ¢ YuCTEIMU BeTpamu'.

"IpyrumMu cnoBaMu, reHepas Banbxao CioH 11en 1 HeBpenuM?" BaH [JOHT B3[OXHYI C 00JIETYEHUEM U
CIIPOCHUIL.

Croli BoHbuyaHb HE MOT He YNIBIOHYThCS ¥ CKa3asl: "0THH, TH, KaXkeTCs, 04eHb 0€CIIOKOUIILCS 00
9TOM reHepaie Bau".

Ban JloHr Ol 3aHAT, ToBOpS: "['eHepasn BaH - U3BECTHBIM reHepas, MOTPSICIINI BeCh BOCTOUHBIH
KOHTUHEHT Cl0aHb, 1 04eHb UM BOCXUILAKOCH".

Cront

Banb Uyan kuBHYJ U cKa3an: "Tel paB! Ban XaoCHOHT [IeMCTBUTEIHFHO He OOBIYHEIN YEeJI0BEK, U Jaxe
s UM BOCXUIIaiochk. ['eHepan BaH ObIN 1eN1 ¥ HEBPEOUM, HO Te JIIO[U, KOTOPhIe HE 3BaKyUPOBAIUCh U3
Ixunro-Cutu, noctpapanu. ITocme Toro, kak CroaHnb ®3H BENT CBOIO apMUIO B ropof LI3uHbro, oH
faxke MpUKa3ajl YCTPOUTh PE3HIO B TeUeHUE TPEX AHEU, U JII0AM B ropoae LI3MHbro OHECH TAKEbIE
IIOTEePH. 3a ONUWH JeHb IMPOIBETAIOIINY MPUTPAaHUYHBIN rOpo. GaKTHUYECKH IIPEeBPATUICT B a Ha
3emre!"

"Vomromok! 3to nmpoknsitoe uynosuire!" Cam Cioit BaHbuyaHb He 3HaJI, YTO €ro CJI0Ba OBIIN IIOXO0XKU
Ha HEeBUOUMEIN yap HOXKOM B cepaue Ban [Jonra. HeynepKuMbiii THEB OBII II0X0K Ha OTOHB,
3aBEPHYTHIH B IITOPM, OBLICTPO IepenoiHeH b, O0eIeHHbIH CTOJT U3 TBEPILIX IOPOJ AepeBa Ha
camoM fefe OBITT CBefleH K JIeTy4eMy IeIly BMecTe C MUCKaMH, TapelikaMyu ¥ YalHBIMU
IIPUHAMJIEXKHOCTSIMY Ha CTOJIe Iof 1amoHbio Ban [Jonra. [Tpsamo Kk Hun Illany 6e3:kam0CTHO
IITOKWPOBAH.

[ToruMmasi, 94TO OH BhIIIEN U3 cebs, Ban [JoHT ObUI 3aHAT TeM, 4To cMoTpes Ha Hun Illan ¢
U3BUHEHUSIMHU U cKa3asl: "MaMa, U3BHUHHU, TOJIBKO 4YTO 5...".

Huwn [llan mokayasa rojoBoi u yiaeli0OHyIack: "MoM CBHIH MTOJIOH CIIPABEIMBOCTH, ¥ KaK MaTh, S
cyactiauBal"



Croit BorbuyaHb XMMMe[I ¥ CKa3am: "f0T3, He TOBOPA yXKe 0 Tebe, maxe s OB O4EHb 30J1, KOTTa
BIIEPBEIE YCIIBIIIAN 9TY HOBOCTh! ITOT yemoBek, CioaHb ®3H, ObIT CIUIIKOM 3071. Korma Bl cunTaeTe
ropofa, KOTOphle OBLIN B3STHL UM, HET TAaKOT'0 TOPOaa, KOTOPEIMA He OblT OBl 3ape3aH B KpoBu. Ha BceM
BOCTOYHOM KOHTHHEHTe Cl0oaHb YKCJI0 HEBUHHBIX JIIOfIel, IOTUOIINUX OT €T0 PYK, IIPEBHIIIAET
MUJIIUOH?".

"Ecnu 9TOT YeJIOBEK He YMPET, TO I'fie XKe ClpaBeqIuBoCcTs boxbs!?" Bau [IyH ckpunesn 3ybamMu u
u3MaJ IMueHre, ero HeHaBUCTh K CioaHbs OoHy Oblla HUYEM He yCTyIalollel ero HeHaBUCTH K JIu
Baiin.

"[lemylika, Henb3s CKa3aTh, 4To L[3uHro-CuTty TBEpOBId, KaK CKajla, HO IIOf 3alluToi reHepasa BaHa,
3TO Takxke OpoH30Bast cTeHa". Kak uMeHHO 3TOT CloaHb()3H mpopBascs yepe3 ropop Li3uuro?" ITocme
TOTO, KaK THEB B €T0 CepAlle HeMHOT0 YTUX, BaHbOYH OTKPEHII POT, YTOOH! CIIpoCuTh Cioi
BaHbuXkyaHb.

Croit BorbuyaHb B3[IOXHYJ U CKa3all: "OTa CUIbHeNIass KPeImoCTh YaCTO MMPOPHIBAETCS U3HYTPH.
T'opop [IXuHTO OBLT B3JIOMaH, TOTOMY YTO OBITT ITpeaTesIb U3 KOpojieBCTBa TAHIY".

"IlpemaTens!"? ¥ Banpo ria3a 3aJ10MUIUCS.

"Xopomio! 3TOT mpemaTenb ObIT HE KTO MHOM, Kak [IyaH fAHb, X0351MH ropofa L[3uHT0o! ITOT YeNnoBekK,
TalHO BCTYIUB B CroBOp ¢ CroaHb ®3HOM, OTKPHIT BOPOTa ropofa LI3MHBIro HOUBIO U BIIyCTUI B TOPOS
apmuio CroaHb O3Ha, YTO U IPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO ropof L[3MHbro oKa3ascsi COBCEM HE TaKuM".

"Duan pleasantries!?"

Ban JIoHT ObUT He Yy 9TOMY YeJIOBEKY U UMeJl C HUM HeMaJio BCTped. Y 3Toro yeyioBeka Obla
IIPOCTasl U YeCTHAas BHEIIHOCTh, HO OH HUKOIAa He 0XKU[aJl, 4YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEeK CTaHeT IIpefaTesieM
Lapctsa TaHgy.

"Tlocne Toro, Kak 3TOT [lyaHb npusTHO chajcs Cioanb ®3HY, TOBOPST, UTO OH OBLI CUJIBHO
UCIoJb30BaH. CloaHb()3H AepKaJjl ero B JOBOJIBHO BEICOKOM YBasKEHUU U TEIIEPh UMEET BEICOKOE
3BaHHUe, CTaB HOBLIM OJ1aropoACTBOM OUHACTUM 2Kele3HOW BOWHEBI".

"Ecnu 9TOT YeJI0BEeK OfHAXKMIHI ITOTafeT B MOU PYKH, S 103a604ych 0 TOM, 4TOOHI OH yMep
My4uTeIbHOM cMepThio!" Korga oH myMman o 6ecyucieHHOM MHOXKeCTBe JIfofied B ropope [IKuHTe,
KOTOPHIE TTOCTPafaiu OT KaTacTPo(dhl U3-3a 3TOT0 YeyioBeKa, BaH J[oHT cKpexkeT 3ybaMu B
HEHaBUCTH.

Cro1 BorbuyaHb KMBHYJI T0JIOBOY U CKa3al: "Takoil mpefgaTesib, KaK 3TOT, JEeMCTBUTEIbHO IpefaTesib,
YTO KaXKOBIH MoxeT nobenuts! Yoen!"

"Ilemyuika, KOpoieBCTBO TSHAY - 3TO BOpoTa B Hamy umnepuio L{lua FOHb, eciu OHO TOMafET B PYKHU
nuHacTtuy JKene3Hast BOWHA, OHU CMOTYT HalacTh ¥ OTCTYIIUTD, eCu 3aX0TsaT! CBo6oma MpUXOAUTh U
yxonuTh Obla Obl Iyist Hac GonbiIuM HemocTtaTkoM! 4 Bce elle ngymato, yto uMmnepus Liuas FOHB
[OJKHA CHeNaTh XKeCT U CopMUPOBaTh COI03 C KOPOJIEBCTBOM TSH[Y, U HE [NOJIKHA II03BOJIUTH
KOpOJeBCTBY TSHAY MONAacTh B PyKU OAuHacTuu 2Kene3Hou BOMHEL !"

"Tak g u gyman! Ho, rnsps Ha 3HaYueHUeE UMIIepaTopa, KaXeTCs, YTO OH yXKe INPUHSJI PelleHne, U
OouTCS TOJBKO TOTO, UTO OH OeccusieH 4To-mubo cuenath". Cioli BoaHbYyaHb B3TOXHYJI, €T0 JIUIIO
IIOKPHITO GECIIOKOMCTBOM.

(Koner1 9TOM T'J1aBHI)
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