"Xopormo, 6ecriokorite Mactepa Kbio, 4ToOb OH TOMOT MHe HaWTH KyCOK TKaHU." BaHmart.
"TkaHb"? 3aueM Tebe By, ETun?" KBa CaHNMHT ObLI MOJIOH H3YM/IEHHS, CIIPAIIMBaIIQ.

OH OBIT TaK yAWBIIEH, KOTTIa ero cpocuiu: "Heyxkenu oH He Bcerga Kpudall, UTo X04eT yBupgeTh He
Zhen? 4 pemmn UCIIOTHUTE €TI0 TIOCIENHEE XKelaHue".

"Uro? do TuHr, TEl cobupaelbcsa oTaaTh ronoBy Yxkoy Tas, Xe UxkaH0?"

CnoBa Ban [lonra mericTBuTenbHO mokupoBanu Keo Can ITuHra. 3TO BCE PABHO, UTO CIIEIIAATbHO
HCKaTb HEIIPUATHOCTH!

Ho Bau [lour He o0bsicuun, npu3sbiBas KBo Can [IuHra Havtu Tpsanky. KBa CaHIUHT HE CMOT yCTOSITh
neper Bax [IoHTOM U [oJKeH ObUT HaUTH TPANKY, Kak U o0emrasn. Bau [[oHT 3aBepHYJI rojiIoBY YK0y
Tas B Ma4 u yexan u3 Kso Can [Iunra, a 3aTeM cpa3y Ke OTIIPaBUICI BO ABOpeEL.

Bau [Tour yyBcTBOBas, 4TO bail YK3HbIIaHb HECKOILKO JIeT 00JIeN ¥ He 3HaJl MUpa, a Telleph, KoTaa
OH BEPHYJICS K BJIAaCTH, MY HYKHO MHOT0€ 00CYIUTh C IPaXkJaHCKUMU ¥ BOEHHBIMU YMHOBHUKAMU.
CynebHoe pa36upaTenbCTBO HE NOIKHO OBLIO IIPepBaThCs CIUIIKOM paHo. Kak u oxupnan Bax JoHT,
KOTTla OH BEPHYJICS BO [IBOPEL], ABOP He pacmascs. ITo OblI0 KakK pa3 To, uTo Luo Xiao, Wang Yangde
¥ 9TH MOJIOOBIE JIIOAY BCE YIIIH.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4YTO BCe OHU yKe UMeJd OQHINaTbHbIE NOMKHOCTH, UX OIIEHKHU ObLIH
OEeVCTBUTEIbHO HeIOCTaTOYHO BEICOKH, ¥ OHU He OBITM KBaTU(DUITMPOBAHEI IJIST TOTO, YTOORI CTOSITH B
3ajie cyfa ¥ 00CcykaaTh rOCyAapCTBeHHEIE [iefla C IPUABOPHBIME, TaK paHo! OTo OBLIO ITPABO TOJIHKO
Ha OTCTYIUIeHHE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OT 3aKOHA U MOPSIKa UMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 ABOPa HEJb3st OBLI0
OTKa3aThCS.

Tutyn Mapku3a Bax [[oHTra, MIafInero Mapku3a, eiie He paclpoCTPAHUIICS Cpefu Hapofa, HO BO
IBOPIIe OH OBIT ©3BECTEH BCEM. B YaCTHOCTH, BOMHEI P9HCSHBCKOW IBAPOUY MOKJIOHSIHACE €My KaK
6ory. Bech yTh BO IBOpeEIl, €MUHCTBEHHEIE JTIIOOU, KOTOPEIE TPHUBETCTBOBAJIN €TI0 OBIIK B3TJISIOEI CO
BCEX CTOPOH, MOJIHBIH YBAaXKeHUsI, HO He OBITI0 aOCOMOTHO HUKAKUX OCTAHOBOK €T0.

Bait 2KeHbI11aHb, KOTOPHIM 00CyXKIan roCyIapCTBEHHEIE ejla CO CBOMMU ITPUABOPHBIMHY, YCIIBIIIAT,
yTo Ban J[oHT BEpHYJICS K3 MTOE3KH, U CPa3y XKe IpepBan o0cyxueHue, 4yTobsl 00bsIBUTH BaHn [oHTa
BO [IBOpLIE.

"UoTtuur, KBa CaHIHHT B nopsapgke?" Korga Ban [JOHT 3aKOHYUJI BEIIIOJIHATE PUTYAJIEI 110 IIpaBUiaM,
Bait 2KeHbI1aHb B35/ Ha ce0s MHUILIMATUBY CIIPOCUTDH. ITO OB KeCT, KOTophii bail 2KeHbIlaHb
chenasn B OTHOLIEHUY IPUABOPHEIX, U TTOKa OHM ObLIM JOCTOWHEI, OH OyHEeT Hep:KaTh UX B yMe,
He3aBHCHUMO OT UX CTaTyca.

Kak Tonbko Bait 2KeHbIlaHb CIIPOCHII, Ha Nuile Ban [IoHTa MOSIBUIICS CTPAHHBIM IIBET CKOPOU U
HET0J0BaHUs, U TOJI0C ero OB rITy0oKui: "X0TsI CMUPEHHBIN CTyra OueHs cremus. CpoyHo, HO BCe
PaBHO CIUIIKOM Me[JIeHHO".

"Yt0? YTo-TO mioxoe ciayuyunock ¢ Kysaunuurom?" I'onoc Bait XKenbinans ObUT 3HaUUTEIHHO Pe3yde, U
€r0 XOJIOMHBIM B3TJISIA TaK¥Ke 4acTo 6pocasncs B CTOPOHY X3 YK3HSA. DTO HEIIOCPEICTBEHHO
3acTaBuio Ero YKsHs X0JI0AHO IIOTETH [10 BCEMY Telly.

"Barre BenuuecTBo, KISTHYCh HeOecaMu, YTO XOTS S ¥ IpuKa3as Yxkoy Talt coBepuTh Haber Ha
XYHTUUCKUY toMbapy 1 apectoBaTh Yxkoy CaHIKHA, ST HUKOTTIa He [T03BOJISI eMy HaBpeduTh YKoy
Cannuny! !" I'me OH YK3Hb OCMeNUICS paccaabuThcs, OpOCUCS U 3aluilacs.



"TIpaBma? Ho Yxkoy Taii - TBo# ['octions, OH - pOOHOU IIJIEMSIHHUK, pa3Be THl He 3Haelllb, KaKOU y HEero
TemnepaMeHT?". BaH [IyH B3I/IHYJ Ha X3 YX9H4 U mocMoTpes1 Ha bau YxkeHbinaHg: "Bate
BemuuectBo, Yxoy Tait yke umeeT MuyHyto o0uny Ha Llroit CaHNINH, ¥ 3TOT YeJIOBEK IIOPOYEH.
Y6uBasi, He MOPTHYB I'1a30M, ['ocriofb prKa3ajl eMy apecToBaTh KBa-CaHIIMHTA, YTO, HECOMHEHHO,
SBJISI€TCS IOTIBITKOM 3aCTaBUTh KBa-CaHNMHTa yMepeTsh"!

"TBI... THI TOBOPUIIL €PYHOY, TH IIJI0EIIb KpOoBbio!" OH YUK9Hb KpUyasl OT HeTePIeHUs.

"Tocmomu, ecyiy THl He BUHOBAT, 3a49eM Thl KPUUYMIIL? MoxkeT OLITh, THI BCe eIre OOMIIbCS, YTO
MMIIepaTop HecpaBemIuBo 06BUHUT TeOsA?" Ciolt BoaHbuyaHb OCMOTPEN Ha X3 YK3HbL U XOJIOMHO
cKazall.

Ero cepaile YK9Hb TalHO KPUYAJIO B TOPEYH, ITO ellle He caellaHo, u 6adyInka ¢ JemyInKou
00BeOUHUIIN CBOU YCUIIUS?

"TIpunn Cio#, s He XOTeJl KpA4yaTh, 3TO OBIJIO IOTOMY, YTO 51 HEBUHHO IIOCTPafiall ¥ He MOT IIOOaBUTh
CBOM THEB B JAHHLIM MOMEHT, TaK 4To...

Tonvko..."

"Tocrionu, eMy He HYKHO 00BSICHSITh MHe, MBI BCe He IypaKu, ¥ PacCyKIAeHUS SICHHI C TIEPBOTO
B3rasgal"

"TTpunn CroH, 4YTO TH UMeellb B BUOY?"

Croi BorbuyaHb, OMHAKO, XJIaIHOKPOBHO (BIPKHYJ ¥ ITIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, OTKa3aBIIUCh AaxKe
maTh X3 YK9HE MIaHC OOBICHUTS.

Bupst, uTo X3 Yk9Hb ObIT HACTOJIBKO CMYIIEH, YTO [laXKe He 3HaJl, 4To ¢ co00ii menaTh, bai
YXK9HBIIAHD CJIETKa IT0Kaydall T0JIOBOM, Ka3aJloCh, YTO €T0 CTPATETUS UCIONIb30BaHU X9 YKIHS I
IIPOBEPKM ¥ YpaBHOBellIMBaHUS ceMbu Cioi OblJla HEMHOTO HauBHOM.

Cam Yx3Hb 3HaJI, YTO OH npepan u youn 1{to BaHbnu, 4ToOH OIIpaBaaTh CBOE IIPECTYIIIEHUE, U B
3TOM CyZe He ObIJIO HY T'PakKJaHCKOIr0, HY BOEHHOT'0 MUHUCTPA, KOTOPHIY He ITpe3upart Owl ero.
[TeITaThCSs MONIAraThCs Ha HUX, YTOOBI TOBOPUTH 3@ HETO OBIJI0O MEUTOM, U € UHCTBEHHEBIN, KTO MOT OB
CIIACTH ero MpsIMO ceidac, ObIT UMIIEPATOP.

[Toatomy oH mocnemmn cka3aTh bau Kenbuiany: "Bale BennuecTBo, 1 IeCTBUTEIBHO HE
cobupatoch youBaTh KBa Cannunra! 9To Bce U3-3a TOTO MaJIeHBKOTO 3BephKa Uxkoy Tail, KOTOpPHIH
merictBoBas 0e3 paspelienus! Baire BenuuecTBo, B HOKHE BEPUTH B MEHS ¥ IIPUHUMATh PelleHus
3a MeHa!"

"A? T'ocriomu, TH BOOOIIE X04eIllk UMeTh COOCTBEHHOTr O IIJIEMAHHNKA, YTOOH! criacTuchk?" Ban [ToHT
YUXHYJI ¥ BEICMES]L.

X3 Yxa9nb pa3bymesancs: "Mapku3a Cioi! Y mens nmemgsHoe cepaie. Kak s MOTy ITO3BOIUTE APYTUM
OTIOPOYUTh MeHs? Eciu 651 MOM IIIEMSTHHUK OEeMCTBUTEIILHO CHOeJIall YTO-TO, YTO 3aKOH HE MOXKET
TePIETh, 51, KaK MUHUCTP IIePBOTO0 Kjacca, Ok OBl MOMBINEH 671aroCKIOHHOCTRI0 Ero BenuyecTsa.
9TO 3aCNIyKUBAET TOT'0, YTOOHI IMOCTYIIUTh ITpaBeaHo!"

"Ha! T'ocnoxgb OH, TBoU C0OBa, KaXKABIM NPUCYTCTBYIOIINUY 3[4eCh ['0CIIOAb MOXKET SICHO CIIBIIIATh UX,
Tsl He monmkeH HapyuaTts CBoe CroBo"!



"Hukorpma He Hapymau obemanne!" OH YK9Hb FPOMKO OTBETHUJI JIMIIOM, ITOJTHEIM PEIITMMOCTH.

"Wotunr, Yxoy Tait meiicTBuTenbHO youn Yxoy Cannuna?" Baii JKeHbITaHb OTKPHIT POT, YTOGH
CIIPOCUTE.

Bauponr [Tosr "K c4yacThio, s IpUIliesl BOBPEMS, U 3TO cracio ku3Hb KBa Cannuary! Ogaako Yxoy
Tait n36un Yxkoy Tad Ha ynulle U DONy4ua TAXKeJIellve paHeHNs, PBaio KPOBLIO U OB B COCTOSTHUU
TOJIBKO [IbIIaTh. Ho HECKONIBKO COTPYOHUKOB oMOapaa [IKyHTrHa Oblu 00e3rnaBnens Yxoy Taem
Ha MecCTe, UCTeKaJld KPOBbIO 110 BCei 3eMJie, 3TO ObIJIO Y2KaCHO BUAETH!"

"Bce Tak mmoxo?" bposu bait XKenbians cpa3y ke 60po3auiy.

JIuno Yk3Hs TakxKe ObIJI0 Ype3BHYANHO YPOIIUBEIM, U OH IIPOKIISAT B cBoeM ceppue Yxkoy Tai. Ecnu
Xouelb yOuTh, mpocto yoeit KBa CaHIIMHTa, HO YTO THI fleflaelllb, yOuBasi ero mapHen?

"910 moTomy, uto Yxkoy Tait 3abpas aTux pedsT, Kak OynTo oHu OblTM coobIHMKaMu Ky-caHuHa, U
I03TOMY OH y6us ux Ha MecTe?" OH YXK3Hb CIIPOCHUI C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

Ban JloHr TyT Xke B3mbixHYI: "UT0 Yxko0y Tait eme 6omee BuHoBeH! Qu Sanping sBnsieTcs
3aCJTyKeHHBIM MUHUCTPOM, IIPU3HaHHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM, TO €r0 COOOLIHUKY, ECTECTBEHHO, XOPOIILe
rpaXkgaHe, KOTOPhIe IPUHOCSAT 110JIb3y UMIlepun. Pa3Be 3To He ObL10 ObI BoccTaHUeM fjis Yxkoy Tas,
ecny OBl OH TTPOM3BOJIFHO ype3aJsl XOPOoIIlero rpaxmaHuHa?"

"Her, "et, HeT! Yxkoy Tau He 3HaeT, uto Loit CaHnuH Ha caMoM fesie B narepe Llao, a ero ceppaue B
XaHsp..."

"Het?" He moxwupasice, noka X3 YK9Hb 3aKOHYUT CBOE IIpefioxkeHue, BaH [lyH npepBal ero
CYPOBHIM KPHKOM, IIOTHEIM THeBa "CJI0BO HeBexkKeCTBa MoxkeT npuHectu UYxoy Tai". [TpoiieH 3a
YyOOBHUILIHOE IpecTyiyienue? Yxoy Tail He 3HaeT, 4TO Ykoy CaHNIUH - XOPOIINY YeJI0BEK, HO OH
3HAeT, YTO B ioMOape HaxoouTcs 6ecYrCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO COKPOBHII, a XkeHa YKoy CaHIHUHA -
penkas XKeHIMHa. KpacoTa Mupa, 9T0 BO3MYTUTEIBHO, HE Tak Iu?"

"foTraHka, 4YTO THl UMeelllb B BUAy?"

4 yBepeH, 4TO TH CMOXKEIb PacCKa3aTb MHE, UTO THI [ejlaelllb, HO s He YBEPEeH, YTO Thl CMOXKeIb 3TO
coenath. 2KeHa Koo CaHIUHTa, C KOTOPOU OH Aefiasl He3akKoHHEIe Bely. Uy CaHNUHT 0TKa3aics
YHUXKATBCS 9TUM CTPAHHBIM YHUKEHUEM, U T03TOMY ero KeCTOKO U30MBasu Ha JII0[SX, TaK CUJIbHO,
YTO OH yMep".

"Vomromok! Thl Xy2Ke co0aKu MU CBUHbBHU.

Yynosuwe!" Kak Tonbko ronoc Ban [Toura yman, Turp L3un [y cpa3y ke IPOKJIAI THEBHO. TUTD
LI3uHnM OBUT TAKUM PEBHUBHIM UYeJIOBEKOM, ¥ COBCEM He YOUBUTEBHO, YTO OH Tak ce0s Bel.

Ha camomM pene He TonbKO Turp LI3MHIM, HO U MUHUCTPHI 'PaKAaHCKUX M BOEHHBIX [IeJI, BCE OHU
OBLIM TPOKJISITH, ¥ BCEe KOIIbsI OBIIM HampaBjeHb Ha Yxkoy Tait BMecTe. Ecnu Uxkoy Tait Obl1 31€CH,
TO 0OSITICS, YTO B TeUeHUE HECKOIbKUX MUHYT, OH Oy[IeT yTOIIeH 371I00HEIMU BHIPA3UTENISIMHU.

On Yxk5Hb, €CTECTBEHHO, 3HaJI, YTO BCe 3TO OBIJIO He 6ojiee 4eM OJHOCTOPOHHKMMM CJI0BaMu BaH
IloHTa, ¥ B 9TO HeIb3s1 OBLIO MOJTHOCTHIO TOBEPUTH. HO 9TO OBIJIO TO, YTO OH HUKOTHA HE OCMEIUTCS
CKa3aTh O[] 3TUM OOIIeCTBEHHBIM THEBOM. [laxe ecny OBl OH CKa3all 9T0, MUHUCTPH He TTOBEPUIIH ObI
B 9TO, a TOJIBKO ITOyMasu Obl, YTO OH 3alUIAET CBOETO MJIEMSIHHUKA, U CPa3dy XkKe CTanu Obl
MUIIIEHBIO.



Hy2xHo OBITIO 3HATH, YTO €TI0 I'PSI3HBIN IMOCTYIIOK - OTBEPHYTHCS OT CBOETO X035IMHA U UCKATh CJIABHI -
IIPUBEJI K TOMY, YTO HEM3BECTHOE KOJIMYECTBO JII0el 3aTauid Ha Hero 00Uy B CBOMX CEpAIaX, ¥ Kak
TOJIBKO OH HallleJl BEIXO[], YTOOBI BHIITYCTUTh CBOM THEB, IIOCIEACTBUS ObIJIM Obl HEBOOOPA3UMEI.

['nsapgs HA CIIOKOMHOTO U paccnabnenHoro Bau [ToHa, X3 Yxk9Hb ObIT BOBOMHE pa3dpaxeH U B TO XKe
BpeMs riy0oko 6ecriomorieH. Ha aToT pas ero chen Bas [[oHT!

"Ukoy Tai, OH TaKOM IIJIOXOHM, OH MPOCTO 3acpaHelr!" Bai 2KeHbIlaHb, KOHEYHO, He CTajl OBl UATH
IIPOTUB IIOJIHOTO CyAa rpaXkgaHCKUX ¥ BOEHHBIX CHJI 3a MaJIeHbKOro Yxkoy Tas u cKa3ai 4To-TO
BCKOJIb3b.

"Bame BenumuectBo! Takue OeCCTRIOHEIE TIOOU HE TOJIBKO Pa3BpaIlaiT CBITOCTh MMmepaTopa, HO U
aBNAOTCA yepBaMu Mmnepuu! OHO 3aciyXkuBaeT CypoBoro Hakasanus!" Turp LI3uHi HeHaBUAEN
ero.

"O0e3rnaBUTh U MOKUHYTH PHIHOK! TOJIBKO TaK MBI CMOXKEM CHSITh THeB Hapopma!" Kak TO/bKO ClioBa
Turpa Li3un Ly yrany, cpa3y Xe II0CjiefoBajla HeCpaBHEHHO F'HEBHA peaKlys MUHUCTPA.

OTa peakuus Oblyla HEMEIJIEHHO ofIepkKaHa rpaXIaHCKUMHU U BOEHHEIMM MUHUCTPAMU, U B
TEYEHNE HEKOTOPOTO BpeMEeHU KPUKHU O CMEPTH Pa3faBajiuCh 10 BceMy 3ainy AccaMOIien.

"Bawme Benuuectso, myia Yxoy Tasg COBEPIIUTE TaKOe NIPECTYIJIEHUE - 3TO [IOUCTUHE BO3MYTUTEJIbHO
110 OTHOLIeHUIO K bory u yenoseky! [loxanyiicta, Bame Benru4yecTBo, 103BOJIbTE MHE JIMYHO IIOUTHU U
apectoBaTh YKoy Tasi, KOTOPOTo B OyfeTe NMUYHO monpaiuBaTh!" Y UkK9HSA OLICTPO CMEHUIIOCH
CO3HaHMe ¥ OH B3I Ha ce0s MHUIMATUBY U 00paTUIICS ¢ TPOChO0M 0 mpHuKase.

"Xw™... T'ocnogs OH, Uxkoy Tail - TBOM IIEMSHHUK, Thl OBl He TIPOSBUII (haBOPUTU3Ma, He Tak nu?" Bax
IIOHT He CKpBIBAJI HU MaJIeulero CBoero Hefosepus K Xe YKaHI0.

"KoneuHo, HeT! {l TOTOB cHenaTh BOEHHBIM 3aKa3, eCid S He CMOT'y mouMaTth 4Yxkoy Tas, g roToB
3amJIaTUATh XXKU3HBIO 3a IIPECTYIJIEHNE, KOTOpoe coBepiuui Yxkoy Tau!"

Y UxkaHs ToxKe OBUIM CBOM ILTaHHL. [10 TeX 1op, M0Ka eMY yaaBaoCh BCTPETUThCS ¢ YKoy Tail, OH He
0eCIOKOUJICS 0 TOM, YTO Y Hero He 6ygeT BO3MOXKXHOCTH 00CYyIUTh C HUM HaOop onpaBaaTeIbHEIX
dbopmynupoBok. Korma mpupgeT BpeMs, OH CMOXKET CIIOPUTH C pa3yMoM nepeq baii 2KeHbI1aHb, HE
CTPEMSICh MOTHOCTHIO ommpaBaaTh YKoy Tasi, a xoTs Ovl iepKaTh Bce mof BompocoM! IToka ecThb
coMHeHU4... [Toka ecTb coMHeHUs, Ykoy Tall He yMpeT 00 OHA paccrnenoBaHus. [Toka Yxoy Tau
JKUB, MBI BCeTfla MOXKeM HalTH IIaHC 0CBOOOTUTE €T0 B OymyIeM.

HWcmonb3ys Takoil Habop MeTomoB B TO BpeMs, OH JeliCTBUTENIbHO He 3HaJl, CKOIBKO JTI0fiel Obln
0CBOOOKIEHE OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CBOM IIPECTYIJIEHUS, OH MOT ObI IIPeTEeHI0BATh Ha OIKIT!

"Xe-xe... 3T0 pegkocTs ans ['ocnoga, 4To OH TaKoU ClipaBeIINBLIN U ellle 0oJiee XKeaumi
COBEPIIMTH TPaBegHOCTh. Ho B 9TOM moe3nke, ['ocongu, eMy He HYKHO 6exkaTh. Yxkoy Tail COBEPIIIHII
YYOOBUIIHOE MTPECTYINIeHne U OBl YOUT MHOM Ha MecTe. CIofla JKe IIPUBE3JIH TOJIOBY, U S MIPHUTIAIIal0
HWmmepartopa ee 0CMOTPETH!"

Cxka3aB 3T0, Ban [lyH momaxas pykoi, ¥ €BHYX, JepKa B pyKax royioBy 4Yxkoy Tai, 6ICTPO BOIIEI BO
nBopet. Kak TonbKO TKaHb OblNa MOAHSTA, TojoBa YKoy Tast melcTBUTENbHO OblIa pacKphITa.

"4ro!?" OH YK3Hb KpUUaJ B IIOK, €ro TEJIO AP0Kasio TaK BHE3AIlHO, YTO OH YyTh HE yIajl I'0JI0BOM Ha
3eMIIIO.



MuHUCTPH TOXKe OBLIN YOUBIEHH], He oxkupasi, 4To Yxkoy Tal yxe oTpyoun cebe ronoy Ban [yH.
HexkoTopoe BpeMs CITyCTs BeYePUHKYU IMIPOCHYIUCh U OCMEJIUIIACh CKa3aTh, YTO OHU IIPOCTO
COIIPOBOXKMOAJK KOTO-TO B Ihece, moMoras eMy gath He Zhen a ITpocto Habop.

(KoHer1 rnaBhl)
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