OH Yk3Hb [TOCIENTHO BCTAJl Ha KOJIEHU Ha 3eMJie, U ITI0Ka OH [iepxKaJjl KOPOBEl, OH YKJIOHUJICS, 3Had,
yTO "5 He 3HaJ, 4To Llro# CaHIKUH OPOCKUII TEMHOTY Ha CBET, AyMasi, YTO OH OBII JIyYIINM ApyroMm Lo
Banbnu, u mepepn TeM, Kak BOUTHU B Cy[ CETOOHS, S IpUKa3al emy ...".

"Y6uts ero?!" BpoBu Meuya BaHOoHTa BHICTPENIMIIN BBEPX, a I'Jla3a [aXe BHIPBAIUCh XOJIOIHBIM
9JIEKTPUYECTBOM, PE3KO0 pyras ero.

"9T0... 3TO HEMpaBHa, 5 MPOCTO MPUKa3aa Koe-KOMy KOH(PUCKOBAThL €T0 OM U IIPOBECTH
paccnenoBanue." ITocme KOpoTKoro npenioxenus, OH YK3Hb ObIT yKe MOKPHIT XOJIOAHBIM ITOTOM,
ero ceppie OBIJI0 CYACTIUBEIM, 3TO OBIJIO XOPOIIIO, YTO OH HE CHejIall BCe CIIMIIKOM OTYasiHHO, B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae B 3TO BpeMs. f IelCTBUTENLHO He 3Halo, KakK AaTh CYeT.

"On Yxo9nb, OH YK9HB, KTO man Tebe HArIoCTh JeicTBoBaTh 0e3 pa3penreHus?" Kak TOIBKO TUII0
Bait 2KeHbI1aHs ObIJIO TOPKECTBEHHBIM, OH Cpa3y Ke JIMIIN BIaCTU MOHapxa, 3aCTaBUB €To
TpeneTaTh, Kak OyITO OH ITPOCEUBAET MSICO.

Kak HMIIepaTop, OH, eCTeCTBEHHO, XOTeEIJI, YTOOKI T€, KTO CIIyKHUJI €T0 TIOOAAHHBIM, OEJIUJINCE CBOMMHU
3860TaMI/I, HO OH OBl HUKOI'la HE XO0TeII, YTOORI €T0 IMogoaHHBIE ITEPEIIPEITUBAJIA Yepe3 ce0st BO BCEM U
IIPUHUMAJIX PEIIeHUsA CaMOCTOSTENIbHO!

"MmnepaTtop npoiaet, UmnepaTop npomaet! Ecnu 0wl g 3Han, yto Lioi CannuH oTBepHYICS OT Lo
Bannu, s1 661 HUUETO He CKa3aJl, u momnpocus 0wl y Bamero BenuuecTBa nporenust, ecny Obl He 3HaN".

Ban J[IoHT mOKa4as I'OJIOBOM, €CITM 3a 9TUM HEeJIOM HYKHO OBIJIO B3SIThCS, TO X3 YKIHb OBLII CAMBIM
INOCTOMHBIM ¥ CAaMOMIOBOJIbHEIM, ¥ He OBIZI0O HUKAKOI'0 BEJIMKOI'0 ITPOCTYIKa. He MOTPyIUBIINCH
BHICJTyIIaTh IIpOAOIKarlleecs "mokasgHue" X9 YxaHs, BaH [lyH cka3an bau Yxkosns [lanto: "Baie
BenuuecTBo, eme He n03p0HO, 1 Haugy Llrou Cannur".

ban XKeHbIaHb TyT K€ KUBHYJI F0J10BOM: "[la, fa, yXoou HeMenOJieHHO, He fgau Q Sanping
OIIHOUTHCS".

[Tpu atom Bait XKeHbitaHb CHOBa ITOCMOTpeIT Ha Xe UK3HS U CKa3an HeoOb4aiHO pe3Ko: "JIyuiie Obl
BCe OBIJIO XOPOIIIo, MHaue 5 He momfaxy tebs!".

O Yx3Hb 00JIbIIIEe HE OCMEIIMBAJICS 3aIUIIAThCS, IIPOCTO SHEPTUYHO KUBHYJI I'0OJIOBOX U MTPOMOIKaI
BBITUPATh OYCUHEI 1T0TA, KOTOPEIe OyJIbKali U COCKab3biBaIu C ero jiba. B cBoeM cepfille OH Kpuda
0 CBOEM HECYACThe, yMasi, YTO CMOXKET UCIIPABUTh CBOIO OIIUOKY U OTHITPATh HECKOIBKO OYKOB
nepeq bait 2KeHbIaHb, HO OH He OXKH[IaJ, YTO €r0 YOAPHUT ellle ONWH KaMeHb. TBOM COOCTBEHHEIE
HOTH.

[TepBoe, uTO TeOE HYXKHO CHENIaTh, 3TO B3TJISHYTh Ha 3a[HIOI YacTh BaH [[oHTa, ¥ TOT{A THI
YBUOMILD, YTO OH NEUCTBUTEILHO CTPafaeT, u oH 6opMoueT: "Heyxkenu 3TOT pebeHOK OedCTBUTEIIBHO
MOM 3aKJIAThIM Bpar Xe Yxk3Hb? ?"

Ban JIoHT He UMeJl HU MaJleiIero HaMmepeHus: 3a00TUTHCS 0 YyBCTBax He Zhen B 3TOT MOMEHT, eTo
pas3yM Obl1 HamonHeH 6e3omacHOCThI0 Qu Sanping. OH YK9HB OBIJT CaMBIM 3JT00HBIM YE€JI0BEKOM,
KOTOPHIM 3HaJI, KaK OH IIpUKa3aJjl CBOUM JiofisiM BecTu cebg? Ecnu B pesynbrate Uy CaHIUHT ObLI
IoKasieyeH uiu yout, 6010Ch, UTO €T0 COBECTh He OyIeT B IIOKOe BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb.

B To Bpems kak BaH JloHT exan Ha ckopocTu K KOHTeHCcKOMy noMbOapay, FOHTeHCKuUit toMbapy yxe
ObLT OKpY2KeH 00JIbII0N Ipynnoi oduiliepoB U conpaT. KoMaHAUp, CUIbHBIN 4eJI0BEK B TPUALATE JIET C
IIOJTHOM GOPOMIOM, OETHIM B Cephle M YePHBIE IOCIIEXU, HE TTOX0XKE, YTO Y HEro ObLT BEICOKUYM paHT. Ho
Ha ero juile Obl7la HaIMEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO HEJb3s ObIIO CKPHITh, ¥ OH BHITJISIAEI OUYeHb I'Py0o u



HaJMEHHO.

OTOT 4enoBeK CYUTAJICS 3HAMEHUTOCTHIO B ropofe KOHbuKyH 1o pamunuu Yxoy Taii u ObL1
mypuHOM X3 YxkaHsA. OH caMm YkK39Hb Ol Benukum cekpeTapeM, YUHOBHUKOM IIEPBOTO PaHTa,
Ype3BEIYAWHO BIUATENbHEIM, ITI0C OH YXK3HL OBIT TaKkKe OIU30K K TOCYAapCTBEHHOMY TOCIIOOUHY,
Yxkoy Ta#t, kak OH Yk3Hb. C Ipyro¥ CTOPOHHI, IIYPUH ellle 60iee HEIPEKIOHEeH U HUKTO He
OCMENIMBAETCS ero CIIPOBOLKMPOBaTh. HecMOTps Ha TO, UYTO OH BCETO JIUIIbh MaJIeHbKUX 0(UIIED B
apMuu, oH elie 0osee rpo3eH, yeM [lyma Ya3uu u ['o U! .

[Tocne Toro, kak Lto# Banbnu paccka3ain Bau [IoHry o 3aroBope Lo Banbnu, oH 0osibllle HUKOTOA He
crman Hu ceKyHObl. OH Bcerfa Ha rpaHu, AyMasi, YTo Jogu ViMIepaTopCcKOTro COBETHHUKA B 1000
MOMEHT OyAyT ITYpMOBaTh €T0 IOM U yOMBaTh €ro CeMbI0. [[0 BUepallHero AHS OH MOIy4Yu
u3BecTHe 0 ToM, uTo LI1o#i Baubiau OblT MOOEXKIEeH ¥ Tparudecky morud Ha Mecte, a Llioi KOHYKYH
OBLT 3aKJTI0UEH B TIOPEMY HaBcerga. Cepplie OBIIO IIOJTHOCTHIO HA 3eMII€.

[TonHBIHM BEPHL B TO, YTO Ha CIEOYIOIINH NeHb OymeT Harpaga oT uMmneparopa, Qu Sanping maxe
CIlelMaIbHO MPUKa3ajl CBOMM CJIyraM OYUCTUTH ABOP, YOpaTh IoMOapA U OTIPABUTH JTIOJIeH CTPOUTD
Y Hero OBIJT XOPOIIKH CTOJ U3 KPAaCHOTO IepeBa, TOTOBLIN MPEI0KUTh UMIIEPATOPCKUM yKas 0
Harpape. KTo 3HaeT, BMecTo TOro, YTOOH XKIaTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOT0 yKa3a, Yxkoy Tall xKoar.

B npomnom, u3-3a oTHOImEHUM X5 YK5HE ¢ Yxkoy Tai, oH Mor 4acTo mocemarts [loMm Bparos, u Loi
CaHNuH UMeJ ¢ HUM HeCKOJIbKO oTHoueHu#. Qu Sanping 6v11 r7Ty00KO BIledaTIeH BHICOKOMEPHEM U
rpy00CTHIO 9TOTO YeJIoBeKa, ¥ I0cJie HeCKONIbKUX BCTped, Qu Sanping Hayasn co3HaTelbHO U30eraTh
€ro. ITOro JeMCTBUTENILHO Hellb3s n30exkaTh, M HUKOTTA He OYHeT JI0KbI0 TI0 OTHOIIEeHUIO K HeMy. Co
BpeMeHeM 3T0 ockopOut Yxkoy Tas. KBa CaHNUHT TOXKe 3HaJ 3TO B CBOEM Cep[lle, HO OH He
BOCIIPMHUMAJI 3TO BCephe3. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, B TO BpEMS OH TakKe OBLI IONYJIIPHBIM YeJIOBEKOM M0
Lrout Banbnu, u Ykoy Tall HU4ero He Mor ¢ HUM chenath. Ho B Hanm aHu Lokl Banbnu nanm oT
BIaCTH, a X9 YK3Hb, KOTOPHIU HNOJIKEH ObLT OBITh IPUYACTEH K 3TOMY, YyleCcHbIM 00pa3oM cOexar
n3-3a arou3Ma bail Uxkensinans! . boroce, Yxkoy Tai npuiien 1no mnaoxou IpuiuHe.

"0... Macrep Ky, maBHO He Bumenuck, Yxkoy Tail 3mech, 4TOOB TEIJIO TOIPUBETCTBOBATE Bac." Kak
TOJIbKO Ykoy Tail CIPHITHYII C JIoIany, OH noporien K KBa CaHIMHTY € y/IbI0a0IIAMCS JTUI[OM.

C maxmypeHHBIM BugoM KBa CaHNIMH ciaydaliHo moape3arn Kyjlaku u 0e3pa3nuyHo ckasan: "[eHepan
YK0y BeXKJIUB, 5 OBl HE TOCMeTL..."

IIH (l)y! 1"

[Tpexpe yueM Qu Sanping Mor 3aKOHYUTEL CBOM Cj10Ba, YKoy Talt BHE3alHO IIJIIOHYJI, U YIEI0Ka Ha eTo
nuIe, a 3aTeM IIpeBpaTuiics B 6e3XKa0CTHHIN LIBET.

"THIL..."
"Tlama!"

Yxkoy CaHIIMH HaXMYPUJIICS ¥ COOUPAIICS OTKPHITh POT, YTOOH HaKa3biBaTh, HO UKoy Tait 6pocu B
Hero npsiMylo noufeunHy. KBa CaHIIMHT He OBIJT XOPOII B 60EBHIX HCKYCCTBaX, TaK Kak OH MOT
YKJIOHUTBCA OT 3TOr0? Cpaly XKe OH MOJIy4us TBEPAYIo momednny oT Yxkoy Tas. YxoxkeHHas KoxKa
nunia Oeguaru Ko CannuHra Oblla Omyxiia C IAThI0 BUAUMBEIMU OTIIeYaTKaMHU I1ajbIleB.

Yxxoy CaHIUH yXKe fgymai, uTo Yxkoy Tall mpuexan ciofia, 4TOOB YCTPOUTH OPaKy, HO OH HUKOTa He
nyma, 4To UYxkoy Tait 6ygeT TakKuM IPSIMBIM M JKECTOKUM. B 3TOT MOMEHT, 3aCTEHUUBHIH U
CEPIOUTHIN, JTUII0, IPSIMO BBEPX IPKO-KPAaCHBIH.



"Uxoy Tau"! Uto maeT Tebe mpaBo yogapuTh MeHI?"

"Tlo kKakoMy mpaBy s Te0s1 0b10? Xe-xe-xXe... UTO Thl, CTAPUK, IPUTBOPSELILCS TAKUM 3aIllyTaBIIUMCS?
Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb, YTO TBOM X03uH LI10 BaHbu ObIT YOUT Ha MeCTe 3a IIpefaTenbCcTBo!"

Yzkoy Talt GBI caMbIM OCTOPOXKHBEIM K3 JIIOMEHN, OH TaK MHOTO CTpafas B mpouioM oT Qu Sanping u
CTOJIKHYJICS C TAKUM KOJIMYECTBOM HOI'TeH, KaK OH MOT IIPOTJIOTUTH 3TO JIETKO?

Lrout CaHnuH YUXHYJ 4 cKa3an: "KcTtatu roBops, pa3se {10 BaHbau He TBOU X034UH? f TOYHO
IIOMHIO, KaK THI IIBITAJICA ITOAIM3aThCA K MaHy Baumnu. { TakXke IOMHIO, KaK OOHaXMIEL TEH CKa3all,
yTO Tl CO0aka MaHy, ¥ 3aCTaBUJI €T'0 CMeSIThCS, U Tebs CUJIbHO Harpapfuiu. Bemwy, na?"

"B mouckax cmeptu!" I[NepedpasupoBanue Kbio CaHIUHIOM CTApOT0 MHIUAEHTA OBIJIO TPOCTO
*KTTYTION ITOIeYnHOM 1Mo uIly, ¥ Yxkoy Ta¥ cpa3y ke B3OecHUcs, BCKPUKHYB, KOTTla OH MOCIIEIINI, U
Yro6sl KecToKO u36uTh KBa CaHMUHTA.

JTromu Yxoy CaHIMHTA BCe ellle UMeTH HEeCKOJIbKO BEPHBIX OXPAHHUKOB, ¥ KOT{Ia OHU YBUAEH 3TO,
OHM Ccpa3y ke Opocuuch 1 0ecliepeMOHHO 3a6JI0KMPOBANY yaaps ¥ TuHKY YKoy Tas.

"BeI, Tpymnma MSITeXKHUKOB, ¥ BaC MPOCTO Aep30CTh cobaku! [TaBaiiTe, apecTyiTe uxX BCEX, U TOT, KTO
OCMEJIUTCS COPOTUBINATLCS, OymeT youT Ha Mecte!" Kak Tonmbko Yxkoy Talt oTan npukas, MyKUUHBI
¥ JIoIIagy, KOTOPHIX OH IpuUBe3 ¢ 060, cpa3y XKe MOACKOYMIY, KaK IIPUIKNBHAS BOJIHA.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4YTO HECKOJILKO OXPaHHUKOB He OBLIM II0OCPEeICTBEHHBIMY, CBUPEIIRIN TUTP HE CMOT
BBICTOSITH IIPOTUB CTau BONKOB! Bce oOHM B MIHOBeHUE OKa OBUIM ONPOKUHYTHL Ha 3€MJTI0 U IePKaIuCh
3a IIel0 PYKOSITKOW CTaNIbHBIX HOXKEW, CBEPKABIITMX XOJIOTHEIM CBETOM.

"Kak TvI cMeelnb, Yxkoy Tau!?" Bugs, 4To XKU3HB €ro Jofed B onacHoCcTH, KBa CaHIIMHT TOXe
0eCIIOKOUIICS, ¥ TUTPOBLIM PEB MOTPSICIIO HEOOCBO.

"Xaxaxa"... myTka! Bce BH - Bparu 110 Banbnu u npepaTteny uMmnepuu LIuHBIOHD, Bce OyOyT Ka3HEHHI.
Kro-uubynp, 3apexbTe ux Bcex!"

IIHeT! n

KBa CaHIUHT ycrnesn 3aKpu4aTh TOJIBKO [0 TOTO, KaK IIPO3ByYall 3BYK IBIXTAIIETO JIE3BUS, BXOOAIIETO
BO IJIOTh. [1ATh UK 1IeCTh BePHBIX OXpaHHUKOB KBa CaHNMHTa Cpa3y ke BCTPETUIIU TparudyecKui
KOHel] C TOJIOBOH Ha 3eMIIe.

Y Krio CannuHra Tak KPYXKHUIIACh T'OJIOBA, YTO OH IIOYTHU HE IMMOTEPAI CO3HAHNE Ha MECTeE.

"Xe-xe... [TocMmoTpu Ha ce0s1, TOIbKO HECKOIBKO YeJIOBEK IOTKUOJI0, ¥ ThI UCIIyTaJics 3TOTro Imapa”. 4
IEeNCTBUTENLHO He 3Hato, Ovin i Llto Barnu Torma He B cebe, HO OH IPUHSN TeOS 3a CBOETO
[IPUCIIEIIHYKa, 1 myx!"

"Hoy Taui"! Kax Tl CMeelllb TakK OTHOCUTBCS K YenoBedeckoy xku3Hu?" ['ma3a Ksa Caununra
B30PBa/IUCh, KakK OyATO ero riasHble s0710KU MOTJIM BHICKOYUTH U3 THe3[a B 10001 MOMEHT, U OH
CKpexelan 3y0aMy U perdas CI0BO B CI0BO.

"Xopomwu# Bonpoc! 4 ckaxy Tebe mouemy, moTomy uto... 4 Yoy Tait! OTnpaBbTe MOt MpHUKa3
TIOKUHYTb TPYIBL 3TUX MATEKHBIX TAapPTUil Ha yIULaX, TPYIHl He TOXKHEI ObITh COOpPaHEL, U 3TOT
reHepas pa3o0/IaynuT UX B TeYEHUE Tpex JHewn!".



"Yoy Taut"! Tsl cBUHBS-COOaUbe UYOOBUIIE, ST B OTBETE 3a TBOUX IMPeakoB!" 4 He oxuman, 4To YKoy
Tait Koro-Hubymb yObeT, ¥ He TOJILKO 9TO, HO ¥ Pa300/IayUT TPYI, 3TO OBITIO MPOCTO 6€CCOBECTHO.
[Tapa ria3 KBa Cannuura ObITM KPOBaBO-KPACHEIMU B MTHOBEHME OKa. B KM3HU OH, HaBEpHOE,
HUKOTTIa He HeHaBHUell YeJIoBeKa OO0 TaKOU CTEMeHH.

"0... Yro, TH paccTpoeHa? M ma, 9Tu mypaku, uepes U yepes, yMepnu 3a Tebs. Kak HacueT 3TOTO,
3TOT ['eHepan IPenoCTaBUT BaM BHEIIPaBOBOe 61arocioBeHue U IMO3BOIUT BaM BHIKYIIUTD UX Tella
obpaTHO".

"Uto TH uMeelb B BUAYy?" KBa CaHIUHT CIIPOCUII TITyOOKKUM T'OJIOCOM.

"T®I 4TO, JazkKe He MOXKeIIb 3TOr0 HOHATL? Eciu Xouelb, YTOOR TBOUX JIIONEH MOXOPOHUIIN PaHbIIe,
[IPUHECH JeHbru!"

"A? ITocre Bcero 3Toro, Thl OXOTHUIILCS 3a OeHbramu?"

"Uept! 4 3Haio0, 4yTo y Tebs1 MHOTO COKpOBHUII B IoMbapae, Tebe nydille 0THATh UX Bce MHe! Brl He
TOJIBKO MOKETe BBIKYIIUTh UX TPYIE], BBl MOXKETE BHIKYIIUTD 3Ty OKUAHCKYIO KU3HB"!

"Ut0? MoxKeT OBbITh, TH faXke OCMeNnuIbcs youTh MeHs?" KBu CaHNIUHT 3aMep3 U CKa3all X0I0[HO.

"KBu CannuHr", Te6s OCIUK yaapui 1o rojose? Tl 60JIbllle He TOT, KeM OB paHbllle, U TH 60JbIIe
He MacTtep KBa, TH y3ypmaTop u mpematens, U Te0s yobioT! Tl Jaxke He MOXKEIh paclo3HaTh
CUTYyallUIo, 1 He 3Hal0, KaK THl B Mupe".

"XM, 6010Ch, MEHSI He TaK-TO IIPOCTO yOuTh! f x04y yBUAETH MOJIOHOT0 rocrnoauHa Croi!"
"Monogou rocnopus Crou"? Kakou Monogou rocnogus Crou?"
"EnuHCTBeHHBIN BHYK Kopons [un Illansg, Monogou Mactep Crou fdotun Crou!"

"Xaxaxa... Kycaunuur, Kycannusr, noueMy Okl Tebe IPOCTO HE CKa3aTh, YTO THl XOUeEIllb YBUAETh
uMmmeparopa"?

"Ny Tebs ects g! Ecnu g 3axouy yBumeTh MepaTopa, To, BO3MOXKHO, HE CMOTY".
"KycaHIIUHT, TH He TaKOX yXK U Tpyc, na? { elre HU4ero ¢ To00X He chena, a TH 6oumbcsa?"

"Cymacmepummit"? d mymalo, 3TO TH CyMacIienmuii! YKoy, Thl IPUILEN KO MHE CETORHS U YOUI KOTo-
to! 4, Ky Can-Tlunr, otominy Tebe! [laxke OH YK9Hb He MOXKET 3aIIATUTH Tebs! !"
y Ty i

"¢l mymaro, TEI IPOCTO UIIEellb NoleynHy!"

Kak Tonbko cnoBa Uxkoy CaHnuHa yrnany Ha 3eMiio, Ykoy Tait 6pocuics Ha 3eMITI0 U, He CKa3aB HU
CJI0Ba, pa3MaxHyJICs pyKaMu U yoapun ero. Ha aToT pa3 HekoMy Obino 3amumarth Yxkoy CaHIKHa,
yroapsl 1 TuHKY YKoy Tast ObIIM SPOCTHHIMY, ¥ IIapol yoapoB Ykoy CaHNIMH yIiaa Ha 3eMITI0 C
pa30uTOM TON0BOM U MCTEKAOLIEN KPOBBIO. 3EMIIS.

(Kownerj riaBbl)
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