Pa3Be mecTh BaHnnu He Bo3HeHaBuaena Ovl ero? YTo OH 3a repoii, Koraa MoOgHUMAEeTCs Hafl MUPOM?
Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH yMep OT MPOKIsATHS, KaK OH YK3Hb. ITO OBIJIO IIOX03KEe Ha TO, KaK JIbBa
XOPOHST B XKMBOTe CO0AKH, UJTM HA YMUPAIOILIETO B 3MEMHOM II0IIe/Iye, HeBaXKHO, KTO 3T0 OB, 60I0CH,
OymeT TPYOHO OTIYCTHUTh.

I'maps Ha rmasa Lo Banbnu, HallOTHEHHBIE HEHABUCTHIO U HeXXKelaHueM, faxe cepaile Ban [loHra
YyBCTBOBasI0 ce6s1 HEMHOT'0 HE[OCTOMHBIM €TO0.

"3arpobHas xKu3Hb"? A? Ecnu ecTh 3arpoOHas XKU3Hb [JIs TAKOTO IIpPefaTesisi, KakK Thl, KOTOPHIM X04eT
y3ypIupoBaTh TPOH, Tebe MOXKHO JOBEPUTD KU3Hb TOJIBKO KaK KOPOBE U JIOIIAAH, S BCe elre 6010Ch
Te0s?". OH YK3Hb YUXHYJ U IPOCTHO BHITAIIU OCTPHIM HOXK U3 rpyau Lo Banbnu. Mexmy
OpbI3raMu KpOBH, ITOKOJIeHUE nopAaa Lo BaHbIM BEIMEDTIO B CUMTAHHBIE MUHYTHL.

"TIpuBet!" Croii BoHbUyaHb He MOT He YOApUTh KyJIaKOM I10 €TI0 JafoHHU, ¥ ero B3TJIsAf OBl HallOJIHEH
HeOOBSICHUMBIM COXKaJIeHUEM.

Ban [lys mocmotpen Ha Bait Yxsnb-Illans, Ho yBUgeNl HaMeK Ha ynbIOKy B ria3ax bait Yxkanb-Illang,
HO, BUIUMO, [IeuCTBUSA X3 YXK3HA cherany ero 04eHb NOBOIbHEIM!

"Bame BenuuectBo! { masHO 3Haw, 4To y Lif0o BaHbnu 3710Bele HaMepeHus, HO S CJIIUIIKOM Mall,
YTOOB 6OPOTHCS C HUM. £ MOTY TOJIBKO MTPUTBOPUTLCS, UTO IIPUBETCTBYIO €T'0 U TEPIII0 YHUKEHUS,
TOJIBKO ¥ XK1y BO3MOXKHOCTH YOUTH ero ogHuM ynapoMm! Hakonell, cTaprie Hefeca OTKPBIIUA CBOU
r7na3a, u eme 6onbire 6naromaps Bamemy HeGecHomy GnarocioBenuto Liu, Bamie BenuuecTtso, 5
CMOT BOCIIO/Ih30BAThCS BO3MOXKHOCTBIO, YTOOH 3aCafuTh 3TOTO BOpA Ha CMepTh. Bce aTu mHHY,
YHUXKEHUE, KOTOPOe 5 Tepexkusl, HaKOHEIl-TO OBIJI0 BO3HArpaXxjmieHo..."

"Beccteikui!" Eme go Toro, kak OH YK3Hb 3aKOHYMIJI TOBOPUTH, IpuHLecca bau [lai yxe
mepeHecsa HEBEHIHOCHMO I'HEBHOE TTPOKJISTHE.

B aToM Mupe mercTBUTEILHO OB TAKOM OECCTHIIHEIN YeIoBeK, KOTOPHIM M3Bpalllaa YepHoe u 0eoe,
IIKCaJI CHOBA M CHOBA, ¥ OBII IIOJIOH JIXKHM, HO HEe MEeHSJI cBoero nuila. ITo mEeHuio ba# [Ty, Takoun
3mofe Ovln elle 6omee oTBpaTuTeleH, yeM Lo Banbmu.

"Oren, He oOMaHbIBalics yCcThIMU ETo YK9HS, MOTHEIMHU JIKU! ITOT MyKYMHA - IBETOK CTEHHL. ThH HE
MOXKeIb eMy noBepsaTh. Korma L{1oit MaHIu B3sI7T MHUIIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH, 3TOT BOP IIPBLITHYJ BBEPX
Y BHUM3, HE TOJIbKO OTPEKAasiCh OT MEHS, HO U MBITAsICh 3aCTABUTh MEHS U BCEX OINIMOHEHTOB Lo
Mannu oTpeydscst OT ImpecTosia. Yoel ux BMecTe, 37100HbIH yOmonok! Temeps CUTYalust U3MEHUIIACh
Ha MMPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYI0, U OH 6e3 Konebanuit youn 1{to BaHbiu, 4TOOH CIIACTUCH, OH ITPOCTO XyKe
3Beps. Tako 37mo0el noJKeH ObITh HEMeMJIEHHO BHITOJIKHYT Ha THICSYY ITOpe30B!"

To, uTo OH [elCTBUTENBHO CHeNall, JeicTBUTENbHO M030pHO! He Tonbko Croit BsHbuyaHb U Ipyrue
He TI0OUNIM ero, HO laXke Te MUHUCTPHI, KOTOPHE U3HAYAJIbHO IoAepkuBanu Lo BaHnbiau BMecTe C
X3 Yk3Hb, HE MOTJIM He Pa3037IUThCSA Ha X3 YK9HS B 3TO BpeMsi. OOBUHSTH U SPOCTHO MPOKITUHAT.
Bosee TOoro, HEKOTOPHIE JaxKe BHITAIIUIN MeUYH, YTOOH 00e3r1aBUTh Xe YKIHS.

On Yk5Hb 3allaHUKOBAJI, IyXHYN ¥ BCTal Ha KoneHu nepen bait Yxkaub [llaHeM, TOPHKO I1ava:
"Barre BenumuecTBo, TO, UTO s CKalas - mpaBpa! Ax! B mpomioM, korga s ObUT B pyKaxX ©UMIIEPaTopa, 5
Bcerga OblT 6/1arogapeH eMy, Tak 4To s HUKOTa He mpempan 6wl ero. [ToxanyiicTa, Bame BenuyecTso,
He 3a0ynbTe OLIEHUTHL KYCOK JIETHOTO CEpAIla MOEro CKpOMHOTO CIIyTH, MHa4e 5 He CMOTY IIOKOUThCS
C MUpPOM, Jaxe eciu yMmpy, Baire BennyecTtso"!

B xon1ie KoH110B, OH YXK3Hb IIPSIMO BHIIYCTHUII CKOPOHBIHM KPUK, CIe3bl TEKJIU. AKTePCKUe
CITOCOOHOCTH 3TOT0 YeJI0BeKa OBLIN IMTOMCTHHE 9KCTPAOPOUHAPHBIMHU.



"Oren! [ToxanyicTa, MpUKaxuTe HeMenneHHo 00e3rmaBuTh Ero Yxkans! Takoro 3momes Helb3s
yIepXKuBaTh, HAYe OH, HECOMHEHHO, IPUHECeT HeCYacThs HApOAy ¥ Halluu B Oymyimem!".
[Ipunuecca bau [lu cka3aja C CEPbE3HBIM U PEIIUTEIbHEIM JIUI[OM.

"Xopo1o YMpH, g y:Ke TOBOPUJI, UTO BCE T'PaXkAaHCKNUeE ¥ BOEHHbIE YMHOBHUKY ObITM 00MaHyTH L0
Baunu, o Tex mop, oka OHU OTKA3bIBAJIUCh OT CBOEU TEMHOTH! U UCKPEHHE MEeHSJIU CBOU IIYTh, A... A
6onbiie He OyAy 3TUM 3aHUMAThCS. THl ITO3BOIUIID OTIY HapPYIIUTh ero cyioBo?" bait 2KeHbilaHb
noxsionasn baii [Iu mmo miedy 1 cKasai C YILI0OKOH.

"Ho Ortern, O YX3Hb OH..."
Benag Babouka xoTea cka3aTh YTO-TO ellle.

Bait 2KeHbI1aHb TOPKECTBEHHO [10Kay4aJsl I'OJI0BOY U MOOHAT roJioc: "[IpaBpa iu To, 4TO cKa3as X3
YK9Hb, UM HET, TOro (akTa, YTo eMy yaanock youts Lo Banbnu, noctaTtoyHo, 4TOOH IIOKa3aTh, YTO
OH xopoIuit 6oelr". PeIrmuMocTh MOpBaTh C MPOTUBHUKOM!"

CnoBa bai 2Kenbiiass ObUTH PABHOCUIBHAEI 3aKPHITHIO I'Po0a ¥ OJIOKUPOBAHUIO PTa IPUABOPHEIX. CIok
Banbvuyans u Xy LI3uHIM IOCMOTpENU APYT Ha ApYyTa, C HECKOJLKUMHU OECIIOKOWCTBAaMU MEXIY
OpoBsAMH.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Bce MUHUCTPEI 3aMoindanu, ba# 2KeHbIllaHb TOCMOTPET Ha Xe YK3HA U cKalan: "Xe
Yk9Hb, MHE BCe PaBHO, MCKPEHEH TH UM HeT, 4...". {d naxe He yObio TeOs CeTrofHs, U IT03BOJII0 Tebe
os1Th TBOUM Benmukum CekpetapeM. Ho ecTs ogHa Bellb, ecnu B OymymieM, S HaX0XKy, YTO BEL He
JIOSLJIBHEL, TO MHE IIPUIETCS CBECTU CTaphle U HOBEIE CYeTH BMecTe. Korpma npumgeT 3T0 BpeMs, g
0010Ch, YTO HE TOJIbKO TBOS I'0JI0BAa CMOXKET 3TO yIafguTh!"

Korpa Bait XKeHbianb ckazan 310, OH 2KeHb, Kak OyATO 110 aMHUCTHH, U30aJT IIMHHBINA B30X
objieryeHusI, a MOTOM TPHUXK OB KoToBan B bau XKenrimans! Yuenue Mimmepartopa, 1 HIKOTa He
3a0ymy!"

"Bamie BenuuectBo! OH melCTBUTENILHO HACTOJILKO IIJIOXOT0 Ka4eCTBa, YTO OOJIbIIE He MOXKET
3aHuMaTh mocT Benukoro Cekperaps. Bamie BenuuecTBo, ecnu B He yObeTe €T0, BH yXKe
nmoMmunoBanu ero! IIpenmaraim oTpe3atsh X3 YK9HSA 0T BCeX 0PUIIMATbHBIX HOIXKHOCTEM, TIOHU3UTh €T0
B JOJIXKHOCTH [I0 IIPOCTOTIOAMHA ¥ U3rHATh U3 ropofa FOupuxkyH!". Turp LI3uHIM BO3MYIIEHHO
cKa3zarll.

"Xopormo, Jlopg Turp, s npuHan pemieHue, Oosnbline Tebe HUYEro He HY>KHO TOBOPHUTS."
"Ho..."

"f1 TONBKO CerofHs BHI3TOPOBEII OT 00JIe3HU U BCe ellle YyBCTBYIO C1ab0CTh, Tak 4To g He Oymy
IepXKaThb BaC CIYXKUTENIMU". 3aBTPa YTPOM CY[, HAlll IPaBUTEIh U MUHUCTP BO30OHOBHUTCS!"

"Ho Bamie BenuuectBo, Lto Baubnu MepTB, Tak 4TO K€ HaM fefiaTh C ero chiHoM Lo FOrnuxkoHOM?"
Cro BoarbuyaHb cripaluBal.

"EcTh T He00XOMMOCTD CIIpaliriBaTh? ECTECTBEHHO, TOI0BY 00€3r1aBIKuBalOT 1 6pocaloT Ha PHHOK
B KauecTBe NpenynpexaeHus apyrum!". O YK9Hb pa3Mbly, faxke He mopyMas 00 aToM. Cpesas
TPaBY ¥ ycTpaHsas KopHu, OH YK3Hb OB eMCTBUTENBHO TTTyOOKO OCBEIOMIIEH O CBOUX IIYTSIX.

"Xum! TBosI 0uepens pewraTs 3T0?" [IepBoe, UTO BaM HYKHO CHelaTh, 3TO B3TJIIHYTh Ha HOBeUIlee
[OIOJIHEHNE K BallleMy JOMY.



On Yxk9Hb He yBepeH, cobupancs 3amymuTs Xy LI3MHIM HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, XUT, KPyTo HaumeHo, Ciol
BaHbuyyaHb XOTOAHBIN XOJTOMHBIN B3TJISI[ IOBOPAUYMBaETCI Ha €ro TeJo, a He 0 B3gporuys, oH
IIPOTJIOTUII CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE OOUUIX [0 ero pra. OH OBUI BIIOJHE 3[PaBOMEBICISILINM U 3HAJI, YTO MOCIIe
9TOr0 Xaoca ceMbs CioM OIpefeneHHO CTaHeT CeMbe HOMED ONMH BO Bcel uMmnepuu Luab FOHb 1
HUKOTa He CMOXKET C Hell 60pPOThCS.

Baii 2Kenb11anb mogMeTasn CBOU B3rIsAf U cupocun: "Kua3e CioH, 4To, [I0-BallleMy, Hy2KHO cOennaTh?".

Croii BaHbyyaHb Ha MTHOBEHME 3ayMaJICs U CKa3asl: "Y4YuThIBas Npoluible 3aciayru Lo Banbnu, Te
MOT OB OCTaBUTh KPOBHYIO JIMHHUIO €T0 Bpary. OTMEHUTE ero BhIpallliBaHue, IPOH3UTE €T0 JIUI0, U
OTIIpaBbTE €0 K I'PaHullaM, HUKOI'la He BXOOUTE B CTOJIUILY"!

Baii XKeHbI1aHb Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3afiyMasicsl ¥ cKa3al: "Tak Kak KHsa3b CI0M YMOJIgeT O Moliage, To s
octasio Lror FOHUYHb KUBBEIM [j1d 3TOU XKU3HU. OOHAKO €r0 Hejlb3sl OTIIPAaBUTh K T'PaHUIle, I03TOMY
[aBalTe IIOCTPOUM TPU XUKUHEL B ropofe KOHbUXKYH, ¥ ITyCTh OH IIPOKUBET OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb 3a
CUYeT IIPOMOBOJILCTBUS, BEIIE/IIEMOI0 UMIIEPATOPCKON ceMbeit"”.

Croit BoaHbuyaHb momyMa 00 9TOM, a TaKxXKe ITOUyBCTBOBAJI, YTO pacroioxenue Bai Yxsup-IlaHsa
0onee Oe3omacHoe.

Llto11 Baubu OBUT MEPTB, HO CHJIa BpaXKeCKo# ceMbU, KOTopasi Ovljia pacnpocTpaHeHa 110 BCeMY
MUpY, ellle He OblyIa yHUUTOXEHa. bonee Toro, Lo FOHUXKyH ynpasmsan "T'opomoM MaskoB" B
TeYeHNe MHOTHX JIeT, ¥ TaM OB [Jake COTHU THICSTY BOEHHOCIIYKAallliX, KOTOPHIX OH BHIBEJI, TaK YTO
B ciydae, ecnu Loit FOHUyHBOHTY pa3pemniat coexarh 06paTHO B "T'OpOIOK MasgKOB", OH MOXKET
BepHYThCA B "['OpooOK MasikoB", u B ciaydae, ecnu Lor KOHUXKYH IOTy4YUT pa3pelleHre BePHYThCS B
"Topomok masikoB". ['opox MasikoB 00s13aTENTbHO CTaHET OUEPeIHOM BOMHOM. JIydlle BCEro IOCAaUTh
€ro B TIOpbMY B ropofie FOHBUXKYH U IepKaTh [10J CTPOrOi OXPaHOMu.

4 pemmn pa3o6patbest ¢ Lo OnuxyHoM, bait YXKeHbIlaHb MOMaxXal PyKo¥ u cka3an: "Ha ceromus
xBaTuT". Ha 3acnyrax u Harpapgax".

Baii XKeHbImanb IIPpHUKAa3all IIPUJINB, ¥ IIPUIBOPHBIE YIIIJIN.

Turp Lgunny, ['o U, Cioit Baubuyass, Cyns [Jaobal, Y [lao3u, Bau [IyH u rpyImmna MOJTIOObIX
reHeparsos, B ToM uucie JIo Cg0, BOIIIN B

BwMmecrTe.

"Xaxaxa... Ctaputa CI0#, eClii Thl CETO[IHS OfepKasl 3Ty BeNUKYI0 mo0eny, OyOelb Tu Thl MHOT'O
nuth?" CyH Jlao6ait He MOOUI TUTE, HO 5 HE 3HAI0, YTO CIIy4YHUIIOCH, HO B IIOCTIENHEE BPEMS OH BCeraa
IIPUCTPACTHUIICS K alIKOToJI0. ['ait ¥ Bax [IoHT He ObIIM CBSI3aHBI APYT C APYroM. ITOT pebeHOK Bceraa
OymeT menaTh TO, YTO 3aCTABUT JIIOHEH 3aXOTETh BHITUTH YAIKy BHUHA.

EcrectBenHo, Croii BoHb4uyaHb He BO3paxKasla, TakXkKe BBIIYCTUIa FpoMKuu cMmex: "Korneuno! Hukto
He NONXKEeH YXOOUTh, TPOCTO UAU BO gBopel [unb-1llans, MBIl He OymeM HanuBaThCsA!"

Tonma otBetuna cMmexoM. Ho Ban JIoHT OblT €IUHCTBEHHBIM, Y KOTO OPOBU ObITU ClerkKa
1300P03KEHBI, a JIUIO BHITJIANENIO YTPIOMBIM.

"4 roBOpIO, MaIbYMK, €CIY MBI TOBOPKM O 3aC/yrax, Thl IEPBBIA X MONy4uIls! [TouemMy ThI
BBITJISIIUIID TaK, KaK OYITO THI He CYACTIIUB, HO BRITJISAMIND TaK, Kak OynTo Tl BonHyembcs?" I'yo U
noaTonkHyn Ban [[oHra U CIIpoCcul.



Bau [Jon O BepHyJCS B CO3HAHKE U COOMPAJICS TOBOPUTD, KOT{la BOPYT yBuOen, uto Tan CuHbM
clenyeT 3a HUM, U He MOT He CIIPOCUTh C HeOobInuM ormacenreM". YTo THI 3fech menaelb? Pa3se Th
He X0Yelllb COIIPOBOXKOATh puHLEeccy?"

“IIpuseT! Bocc, 0Ka3anoch, YTO y BaCc TOXeE eCTb MOMEHTEl He3aUHTePeCOBAaHHOCTU. ECTh mu
He00XO0UMOCTb CIIpALINBaTh, IPOCTO TOCMOTPUTE, U BH noiiMeTe!" YV AdH mogmurayn Bau [loHTY u
nopTonkHyn Jlo Cso. OpHo u3 KpacuBelx 1ull TaH CuHbM ITOKpacHeo, ¥ JIyo Ca0 nociepmoBasa 3a
HUM C HEKOTOPHIM cMylleHHeM. OfHaKo yibIi0Ka Ha ee JIMIle pociia, a He YMeHbIIanacs.

Tang Xinyi 6611 3acTeHYMB, HO OHa He ympekHyna Wu Yang, Kak pa3s OIyCTUIIa ee TOJIOBY ¥ CKa3asa:
"mIiepaTop Kak pa3 BOCCTAHOBUIICS OT €r0 CMEPTH, OH [O/IKEH UMEeTh MHOTO CKa3aTh K IIpuHiiecca
cKasasna: "Pa3Be g He MOOECIIOKOI0 X, €CJIK OCTAHYCh?"

I'naps Ha Tan Cunby u Jlo Cs10, Ha ux M000Bb U HaloXHUI, Ba [IyH 3HaJ, YTO OT 3TOH YaIlKU
CcBafie0OHOTO BUHA HUKYIA HE MEeHEIIbCS.

"Maubii, He cMed MeHATh TeMy! O 4€M ThI JyMal C TeEM B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM B3TJISIAOM, KOTOPHIM TH MHE
naBan?" 'o Y He yCTynui ¥ MPOAosIKal 3aHUMAThCSI 9TUM BOIIPOCOM.

Ban [loHr 3acmesnics u cka3an: "f Kak pa3 gyMall 0 HallleM UMIepaTope, O TOM, KaKou
3aMedaTeIbHbIN 4eloBeK"!

"Hept! MyzpocTs ¥ MygpocTs MMniepaTtopa pefku B MUpPe, II03TOMY €CTECTBEHHO, UTO 9TO He
mpocto!". I'yo U cka3zar, Kak Oy[iTO OH IPUHUMAET 3TO KaK JOIKHOE.

BepnrocTs I'yo M Bait UkasHblIaHS Obllla CTONPOLIEHTHOM, BIUIOTh [0 MOKJIOHEHUS Belenylo. Cepalle
yino. BMecTo 3Toro, 3To 651710 mpemioxkenue Ban [JoHra aMoIuii, KoTophie caenanu Cioun
Banbuyans, Turp L3uanu u By [1aoussl BEIITIAOAT YKeCTOUEHUE.

Pasmerinngas Ha MraHoBeHue, By [1ao13bl KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM U MEOJIEHHO CKa3asl: "XOoTs Halll MMIepaTop,
nexarn 60IbHOM HEeCKOJIBKO JIeT, HO ITOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH BHI3IIOPOBEN, HO YyeM Oobiie 1 0osbine Ong
Cmauc".

Croi1 BaubpuyaHb oBepHyJics K Ban [[oHry u cripocuit: "Marblill, CKaXy MHe, [I04eMy UMIIepaTop He
npecnenyeT X3 YK9HA U BCe ellle NBITaeTCd 3allUTUTh ero"?

"Tvl mpOBEpPSENTs MeHs, Aenyika?" Ban [JOHT CIIPOCUIT PUTOPUYECKH C YIIHIOKOM.
Croit BanbuyaHb yIbIOHYIaCh, HUYETO HE CKa3as.

Ban [loHT moIiapanart rojoBy, ero B3risg 60jiee 4eM IOphbK, IMepe TeEM KakK 3aTOBOPUTH, OH B3OBIXHYIT
u mpo6opMoTat: "f oueHb HAJEICh, YTO TO, YUTO S AyMalo, HeIIpPaBUJIbHO! "

Korpa Ban [IlyH cka3san 970, rna3a Cou Banbvuyans, Y [laony u Turpa LI3uHIIM OGHOBPEMEHHO
3aropejuch ¥ CMOTPENIU APYT Ha APYra, BCe UX Iyla3a OBIIN HAMOTHEHB BOCXUIIEHUEM.

Turp LI3uHIu faxe He MOT He yibIOHYThCS Ciolt BanbuyaHio: "HeBeposSTHEIN IPUHII, 3TOT TBOM
IparoleHHBIN BHYK, s 60I0Ch, YTO OH HEHMCTBUTEJILHO IMOUOET MPOTUB MUpa".

"Orel, cTapelyl IPHUHII, 0 YeM BEl roBopute?" Turp KOs BHIIAMEN paCTePSIHHEIM U PAaCTEPSHHEBIM,
KOT[a OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha HUX U CIIPOCHUTL.

Crot Benponr nocnemun B Ban [JoHr "HeKoTOphle BelU He CIy4alTCs TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO T



X0Yelllb, YTOOBI OHU HE CITYYUJIUCH". MBI BHIIIOJTHUIN CBOM HOOJIT KaK CJIYTH, U €CJIA B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 0
3TOT0 JOUIET, TO 3TO He Hallla BUHA".

(Koner11 9TOM T'J1aBHI)
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