Takum 00pa3oM, Te rpakJaHCKKe U BOEHHbIE MUHUCTPHI, KOTOPHIE elle HeMHOTO K0je0auch,
HEBOJIbHO KJIaHANMKCh bait XKeHblaHy, ¥ HEKOTOpoe BpeMs 3an Accambien Kprudas yCTHO,
TIOJHUMASICh ¥ OMYCKasiCh, ¥ 3TO OBIJIO OYEHb OKUBJIEHHO.

"BhI, Ky4Ka KaHbIX, 6eCII0JIe3HBIX 1IBETOB, MOM OTeI] IeHCTBUTEIbHO HemooteHun Bac!" o
HOHYXyH nexan Ha 3eMJjie, He MOT IIOIIEBENIUTHCS, a KOTa YBUAEI 3TO, B HEKOHTPOJIUPYEMOU IPOCTHU
BBHIIIYCTHUJI TPOMKOE IIPOKJIITHE.

LTroi Baubau Takke ObIT HECPABHEHHO 3071, OBIIIO HEJIeTKo 3a0paThCs TakK MajieKo, HO OH IPOUTPa
OUTBY pajgy 3eMJIH, KaK OH MOT OBITh TOTOB CHEJIATh 3TO?

[Tomo6HO TOMy, Kak 1110 Banbnu OBITT B SPOCTH, OH ITOBEPHYJICS Ha3ad ¥ 00HApPyKuJ, 4yTo gaxe OH
YK9Hb, KOTOPHIM ObIJI CaMBIM ITPelaHHEIM €My, TeTlephb CTOSJT Ha KOJIeHSIX BHU3, U THEB B €TI0 Cepplle
OnL710 elrie OOJIbIle 10 TOYKM HEBO3BpaTa.

"On Yxoaun! BecTraBa ¢ 3amuuibl!"”

[Tro1i BaHbM BCIBEIXHYJI C PEBOM, KOTOPBIM Hamyrasl X9 YK3HS HaCTOJIBKO, YTO OH HE MOT OIIyCTUTh
TOJIOBY HUXe, TOJIBKO KeJiasi, YTOOH OH MOT HallTU TPEIINHY B 3eMJie, YTOOHI I0NacTh BHYTPS.

"XBatut! Ll1o¥i BaHbnH, S TOJBKO CIIpaIIuBa0 Te0s, MeiCTBUTEIbHO JIM Tl 00JIbIlle HE XOYellh OhITh
cyorekTom umnepuu unb FOuB?" Cioit Boanbuyanb yka3as Ha Llios Banbnu u 3akpudan pesko.

"Ba! MHe, 1130y Baumu, cyxkneHo ObITh X03IUHOM MHPa, KakK 5 MOT'Y OBITh T'OTOBBIM OBITH CYyOBEKTOM
npyrux? JlamHO, Bce BB, 6ecrone3nse YOIIOOKY, UIUTE U OKIOHIUTECh 3TOMY (PaIbIInBOMY
UMIIEPATOPy, KOTHa MPUAET MOst apMusi, 1 yObio Bac omHOTO 3a apyruMm! He y6uBait ux Bcex!"

"Kakas apmusi?" Cnymasi Kpuku Lo Banbnu, baii 2Kenbiians 60po3aun 6poBU Meda OTKPHITO U
CIIPOCHIL.

Kak tonbko Bali UxkeHbIlaHb Obl1 uciiesieH, Ban [IOHT IIpHBe ero B 3a/l 3aceflaHul, He yCIIEB
pacckasaTh eMy IoapoOHOCTH. YcibimaB, 4To Vv bait Yk9HbIlaHa BO3HUK Bompoc, bai [Iu mocnenmun
HAKJIOHUTHLCS BIEpe[ U MoapoOHO paccKasas emy o miaHe Lo BaHbmu.

"qro?" ITocme cnoB bau [Ty, nuio bait 2KeHbllIaHs pe3K0 U3MEHUIIOCH, €T0 JIUII0 HAIOJTHUIOCh
ctopnpu3oM. O4eBUOHO, OH MOHSJ, YTO UMIIePCKas BJIaCTh BCEM KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbU BCE €elle
HaXOOUTCS B KpalHEU OMaCHOCTH.

[Trout Banbnu yuxHys, nocMoTpen Ha bau 2KeHblnansg ¥ cka3am: "[laxe eCliu Thl HaCTOSILIUM
MMIIEpaTop, U 4To? Bce ellle X04ellb [OCTABUTh MHE 3Ty PEKY ¥ IOpy B XOPOIIUX PyKax?"

"McrtuTenbHbM Maiina, Thl Takou moasieiii!" bai 2KeHbIllaHb BIIEPBBIE IIPOSIBUII CBOM THEB IIOCTIE TOTO,
KaK OINpaBUICS OT OOJIe3HHU.

"¢ cmemoBan 3a To6OM OOIBINYIO YaCTh CBOEM XKU3HU U CHefall 0eCurClieHHbIe TOCTUXKEHHUs, BCe U3
KOTOPBIX 51 U3HA4YaJIbHO 3aciyxkui!"

"Je0BEYECKOTO CEPAlla HEeIOCTAaTOUHO, YTOO MPOTIOTUTD CIoHa! Takoii yenoBeK, Kak ThH, HUKOTa
He Oynet moBojieH. [IpuHi Cio¥, moXkKayicTa, IPUCOeIUHINTECh KO MHE ¥ UIUTE Ha BCTPeYy C
IecsiThbio reHepasiaMu. f MTUYHO 00BACHIO UM, HACKOJIBKO OHU MOTYIIECTBEHHE!, ¥ He BEPIO, UTO OHU
IIPOMOJIZKAT BOCCTaBaTh IIOCJIE BCTPEYU CO MHOM!".

Cnywas cnoBa bait UxeHbiians, Bas [IoHT crerka KUBHYJI, 9TOT PHIXKUYI AEUCTBUTEJILHO ellle



cTapeiit! Y KOoposist cTpaHsl, 6e3yCI0BHO, €CTh KCTOPHS COBEPLIEHCTBRA!

Korpa Bait 2KeHbIlIaHb cKa3al 3To, 1110 BaHbIN JeicTBUTEILHO U3MEHUII CBOe JINII0. Brilo, 1Mo
KpaiiHel Mepe, IATh U3 JeCSATU F'eHepasoB, KOTOPEIX OH 00MaHyJI T0XKbI0 O TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOP
OymeT UMIIePAaTOPCKUM JPAKOHOM, ¥ CTPaHA HU Ha IeHb He ocTaHeTcs 0e3 x03siuHa. Eciu 6b1 0HU
yBupenu bali 2KeHbIiaHs, pa3Be He Bce ObITI0 OBl PACKPHITO?

IecsTh TeHEPaAsIoB KPYTO IMOTEPSIIH MSITh U3 HUX, 9TO yKe Oblia Oobimas moteps o 1o Banbnu,
ecnu OBl 3TH TISITh F'eHEePasioB, TO OTCTYIIUIIX U 3allUIIaIy OBl KOPOJIS, TOTHa OH OBl OBl BECh
3aKOHYEH.

"Tel mMpegaTesnb, KakK JOJIT0 TH eIle X04YeIllh BeJaBaTh ce0s 3a ummeparopa? Jaii MHe CBOIO JKU3Hb!"

[Trou1 Ba"by MPOCTO He CHenaa HU TOr0, HU APYroro, BEIPBaB U pacKadaB 1af0HbI0, OH yIapHUII 110
ban YK9HbIaHIO, SBHO XKeJasd 3acaguTh ero Ha CMEPTh.

"LIro Banbnu, TH 0ocMeuBaelbest youts Koposs!?" Cioit BaHbuyaHb MMOCIEIINIT BEIIATh
['omoc pe3ko 3apeBer.

"Xexe... OH BOBCe He UMIIepaTop, a CaMO3BaHell, MaCKHAPYIOLIUMCS MO BOpa, TaK KakK ke OH MOXKET
roBoputh 06 youiicTBe Koponsa"? 1o Banbnu yuxuyn, ykycun bail UxKeHbIIaHsa 0 CMePTH OB
JI0Kb10. YOUBATH KOT'0-TO, He XKeJjlas TEPIEeTh PyraHb, KOTHa Ha caMOM fieJie 3TO He OBII0 00BIYHOM
XUTPOCTRIO.

LIro#t Baubnu oxupnan, 4yto Cioit BaHbuyaHb 00513aTEIbHO CHeTaeT X0, YTOOB OCTaHOBUTD €T0, U
MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3Ta JIafOHb MCII0Ib30BaJia CAJIy ero KU3HU, He 0CMEeNIUBasICh CIEPXUBATLCI B
MaJiedlien CTeneHu.

910 OBIIIO0 1TOX0XKeE Ha GOJIBIIYI0 a3aPTHYIO UTPY, €CI OBl OH BHIUTPAJ, OH ObLI ObI IIPaBHUTENIEM MHUpPA
¥ IOCTHYb BHICIIETO rocroncTBa. Ecimu Ovl OH mpourpai, To Obi1 66 00peYeH Ha BEUHYIO IIPOTAcTh!

Ha noBepxHocTH, Lol Baubau cOCpemoTOYnII BCE CBOE BHUMaHMe Ha bai YK9HbIaHb, HO B
IeNCTBUTENLHOCTH, Ooniee OByxX TpeTeit ymMa Lol Banbnu... Bce Ha Tene Cio Banbuyans. Adreprioy
HUKOTrga He mokugano Cior BoanbuyaHb, Kak ToabK0 Ciou BaHbuyans coenan xof, Lo Banbnu
M3MeHUI OB T0 XO[I B ITePBHIM Pa3 U UCIOJIb30Baj Onl Bce ero KyHr-¢y youBaet Cio Banbuyans! Uto
Kacaetcs bai Yxanb-lllans, To mocne cmeptu Crou Bonbvuyansa bai Yxkonb-1llaHb, KaK OH peln,
OymeT prOoi Ha ero py6ieHoM 6710Ke, KMBOM UM MEPTBOM.

[Troui Banby yKe NPUHS PELIeHre U CTPOUII IIJIaHbl, HO OH HUKOTr[a He oxupai, 4to Ciou
Banbuyans OymeT 6e3pa3nuyeH K CUTyalliid, KpoMe TOro OLICTPOro peBa, ¥ BooOIle He cobupacs
pedIpUHIMaTh HUKAKUX OEeUCTBUH.

"Yro 3mech npoucxogut?" Cepnue Lo BaHbIM KOJIOTUIIOCH, U OH faxe AymaTs He Mor. Heyxemnu
Cioli BanbuyaHb Tak ke CUIbHO XKejan cMepTu bait Yxkanbiaua? Mages Ovlna 0MHOBPEMEHHO
abcypmHoOi U Helemnou, faxe caM Lo BaHb/IM HE MOT €€ IIPUHSTE.

"KoMy KaKoe [IeJI0 10 TBOeH UOeH, pa3 YK Thl HU4Yero He coOMpaellbcs AefiaTh, TO 3TO TaK XkKe
XOPOIIIO, YTO Tl CHauaja 3abupaelns xku3Hb bait Yxkanbmana!" Lot Baubmu ckuMarn 3y0Os 1
pa3MaxuBall JIaJJOHbIO, KaK pafyra, CKBO3b COJIHIIE, M B MTHOBEHUE OKa LITOPMOBas CUJia JafgoHU
pocturna baynt YxosHbiaug. JIuio.

Kak pa3 Torma, korga Lo Baubmu 61 yBepeH B cBoeM cepalle, 4To ball 2KeHbIaHb yMpeT,



O11eCTSUINN, OCTIETIISIONINYI 30JI0TOM CBET, KOTOPHIM Clea JIIOOU He B COCTOSSHUU OTKPHITH I'Jla3a
BOPYT IOSIBUNKCH Ha ero OH BCTaJI mepej HUM, U B TO XKe BpeMs, Kak 0yaTo HeOeCHbIH 60T mpuiesn
Ha 3eMJII0, OH YHecCs ¢ co6oi. LIto BaHbiu, KOTOPHIH ObIT 3aCTUTHYT BPACIIIOX, OBIJT HACTOJIBKO
IIIOKMPOBaH, YTO €ro I'/1a3a YyTh He BHIIPHITHYJIU U3 UX rHe3fa. Kak 6y[To KTO-TO B MTHOBEHUE OKa
BBIpe3aJl nepey co60l OTHEHHOE MOpe, ¥ 3TO OH ObLI MOTBITBKOM, ITOTYIINBIINM OTOHb.

K Tomy Bpemen#, Kak L0 BaHbIH TPOCHYIICS, €0 JTaIOHHU Y2Ke CTOIKHYIIUCH C OCITETUTEIbHBIM
30JI0THIM CBETOM, IIOKPHIBIIMM He00. ITO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha KayaHKe KyJTaKoM U pa3buBaHUe O
Benukyio CcTanbHyo0 CTEHY, OTPOMHYIO IIOKHUPYIOIIYIO CUITy CIIMHEI, KOTOPAas CAesiaja MOoJ0BUHY Tela
Lo Baubiu OHEMeBIIEH, a ero HOTH elfe 0ojlee OHEMEBIIMMHU. YIIPaBIIsieMO B30PBaHHKIM Ha3a[l TpU
OO0MBIIMX 1Iara MOOPSI.

He 3a00TsICh 0 TOM, YTO KPOBb IIPOJILETCS CKBO3b €T0 rpyb, 1110 BaHIu MOCIENInI MOCMOTPETh
BBEPX.

"9710... 3T0 THI, Cioti doTtun!?" Korga L{to BaHbu yBHUAEN, KTO CTOUT Iepe HUM, OH ObIT HACTOJIBKO
MIOTPSICEH, YTO YyTh HE MPOTrIOTUI CBOM S3BIK.

"9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO!" MecTh monmKHa OblJla BEITYCTUTE €1l ONUH KPHUK. BeposiTHO, OH He 0CO3HaBal,
YTO 9TU YETHIPE CJI0Ba IIOYTH CTaJIX [JIS HETO CErOAHS MaHTPOU, HECKOJIBKO Pa3 BEIXOASIIEN U3 €T0
YCT.

I'naps Ha 1ot Ba#nbnu, KOTOpPHIM OB B spocTu 1 Tpenete, Ciol BoaHbuyaHb HE MOT He
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh K HEMY HEMHOTO COuyBCTBUS. CI0KeT, KOTOPHIM HaprcoBas Lo Baubnu, OB
IEeNCTBUTENLHO OECIIOBHEIM, HO OH HAKOTJa He MeuTall, YTO Ha IOJIIyTH K HeMY BHIIPHTHET BaH
IoHT ¥ TOCTaBUT CBOYM Bce TBOM IJIaHbI, BCe TBOM IIJIaHHI, BCE TBOM IIJIaHBI Pa3pyIleHkl. Beckh
TSKEJBIN TPYH, BCE IIPOMAJo JapoM, Pa3Be 3TO He JOCTOMHO XKaJI0CTH?

"Lro BaHbIH, THI MMOJTHOCTHIO ¥ TIOJTHOCTHIO ITPOBANUICs. f coBeTyio Tebe modepeysb CUITH U TPU3HATH
ato!" Bau JIoHT mOCMOTpeN Ha MTHOBEHHO MeHsroIeecs nuilo Lo Baunu 1 cka3an 6e3pa3TuyHbIM.

"Mamngli, Kak Thl 3a0710KupoBan Moo nomeunny?" 1110 Baw.
Pu Haxas, UTHOPUPYS COBETHl BaHOHTa, ¥ OTKPHII POT, UTOOH 3aJaTh pUTOPUYECKHUIL BOIIPOC.

"Xwm! IIr0 BaHbnu, TE AyMaellb, 4YTO Tl €QUHCTBEHHLIN B 3TOM MUpe, KTO uneanen?" Cioi BaHbuyaHb
XOJIO[THO XpaIlesl ¥ TOBOPHUJII C HAaCMEIITKaMH.

"THI... 9TO THI UMeelllb B BUmy?" 1l10ii Banbnu Xyo mOBEpHYII TOJIOBY, YTOOH TOCMOTPETH Ha Ciol
BanbuxkyaHb.

Ynribka Ha nuile Ciol BaHbYXKyaHS BHE3aIlHO CTajla SPKOM ¥ KOCOT1a30ii: "X0Th 3TO U 3BY4YUT
HEMHOT'0 CEHCaIlMOHHO, HO 9T0... 9TO IpaBfa. MoTHH, 0H ToXe OB COBEPIIEHEH, U... 3TO BCE ellle
BEJINKOE COBEpPIIEeHCTBO!"

"Yro 3a uyms! [Iymaens, 5, Llro Baubny, rinynen, 4To N0BepUs B TBou riuynoctu?" Kak Tonsko Cion
BaHbuyaHb 3aKOHYUII TOBOPUTH, L1011 BaHb/IM OUYEHb IPOCTHO ITIOMaxajl pyKOU U BBIIIUIIL.

Cront BanbuyaHns coBceM He yauBuics peakuuu L{ioii Baubnu. Ha camomM pmene, ecnu OBl 0H He OB
IeqyIIKOoN, ero peakuus Oblta OB TOJBKO B HECKOJIBKO pa3 CuibHee, ueM y Lo Baubnu.

"Yro? Tel MHe He Bepulb?" BaH J[OHT B35 BIaCTh B CBOM PYKM U CHefa nar HaBcTpeuy Lo Bannm.



[To mepe TOTO, KaK 3TOT 1Iar O cuesnaH, cuia Benukoro CoBepllleHCTBa pa3BopayKUBalach 110 BCEMY
teny Banmonra. Yuctas u 6mecTsias 3010Tas rpuBa, riny6okas u rimy6okast (i, CHila, CKIIOHUBIIASCS
nepen HeOOM U 3eMJiel, Bce OHU OOBSIBIISIIIA MUPY, UTO BaHOOHT Ha camMmoM fese Obln BombInoi
dbunanm!

B MraoBeHue oka Bce Teno Lo BaHbIM BHITTISAENO TaK, KaK OYOTO OH IIOTEPSI CBOIO AYIIY.

"Kax... Kak 970 ciayumnnock?" Lo KOHYXKYH, caMBIii MOJIOHO¥M BoeHHEIHN 6or umnepuu Lluab FOHB,
Tereps ObLT 3aBajieH YoapaMu, U BCSI er0 YBEPEHHOCTh PYXHYJIA U PYXHYJIa B ODHO MIHOBEHHUe! .
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO IYJIbCHPOBAJIO TI0 JIUILY - 9TO TNIyO0KOe OT4YasiHUe U PEBHOCTD.

"Het! 1 TpeHHPOBAJICS BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb U [I0 CHUX IIOP HE HuaeasieH, HO TeOe TOJIbKO 3a OBaAIaTh, Kak
THI MOXKeIb OBITE? I He Bepio, ST HUKOTOa He 1moBepio!"

Hctepuueckuii pes L0 BaHbiy, ogHaKo, EPEKIIMKAJICSA CO MHOTMMU NIPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMU. Benukoe
COBEPIIIEHCTBO B Hayase JBafAIlaTH JIEeT, 9TH Hebeca ObLIM CIIUIITKOM HeclipaBemuBel. CKa3aTh, YTO OH
COBCEM He PEBHOBAJI, €CJIU TOJIBKO He OBII CBSITHIM.

"Urpas B bora! Tsl ympems!" Ltoii Banbnu 3akpuyas B3PEIBOM, €TI0 TeJI0 BHE3AIHO MIOATAHYJIO BBEPX
¥ B3MaxHYJIO JIaJOHBIO B BO3[YX, ¥ B MTHOBEHUE OKa IOSBUINCh COTHH, THICAYH, TYCTHIE TEHU Ha
7magoHu. OTO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha IITOPM Ha BaHmoHTe.

B sTo BpeMs L[I-OIZ Banbau OB SBHO KPaCHOT'JIa3bIM 1 663YMHBIM, HACTOJIBKO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM 1
BJIaCTHBIM HaIlaf€HHUEM, 9YTO €TI0 MO2KHO On1710 OBI OIMMcCaTh KaK He0o 1 3eMIIIo, Tepdrmue CBOM IIBET.

BaHIOHT He MOT He B3[IOXHYTh, €T0 CEepJlle CKamunochk Haf Lo Baunu.

Kak Tonpko Obiia 3anymieHa CroaHblI3gHCKasA TexHuka [loHUMaHUS, NeCATKY MUJJILOHOB 30JI0THIX
Jydel CBeTa, C3afy HeTo, ycTpeMunuck! PagukanbHas mepectpesika. 9To ObUIO TOX0XKe Ha TAXKeJIbIN
IIyJIeMeT, CTPENISIOMUY Ha II0JIHYI0 MOIITHOCTb, ¥ 3T0 OBLIO ellle 0ojee CTpauIHo, yeM OyXKpaalmas
TeHb Jamonu Lo Bannu!

Bax, 6ax, 6ax! I1hdd!

30J10TO¥ CBET BHICTPENIUIT ¥ PA30UIICS MPSIMO Ha BepIIUHE IITKBaJla MaJbMOBLIX TeHel. Kak myns,
IIPOpBaBIast BO3AYIIHLIN IITap, TEHU JIafloHU, U3faHHble 1[0 Banbnu, B30opBanuch U pa3dUINCh OUH
3a IPYTUM, a 3aTeM IIPeBPaTU/INCh B IBLIb U IBIM Ha BeTPy! PaccenBaromuiics, COBEPIIEHHO
HeCIIOCOOHBIM KOHKYPHUPOBATh C 30JI0TEIM CBETOM, OH [IJIUJICS BCETO JINIIL HECKOIBKO BIOXOB, IIPEXIeE
yeM IIOJIHOCThI0 PACTBOPUIICS.

TeMm He MeHee, Ta3epHLIM BLHICTPEN U3 Tejla BaH [loHra 0BT HEM3MEHHEIM B CHJIe, KaK BETKa
CIlacaTeNlbHOM CTPEJIBl, KOTOPas BRICTPenuia B Teyio LIto BaHau ¢ OCTPHIM CBUCTKOM.

B monu cekyHOb OflHa KpoBaBas CTpefia 3a APYroM, Kak ¢GOHTaH, BHIIPHICKUBAAch 3 pTa Lo
BaHbiu, mpeBpallasich B PaCCesTHHBINM TyMaH KPOBU U pa3MaxuBas UM.

"floTuaH, momanu ero xu3Hb!" Buns, uTo Lol BaHbUXKYyHb OBITT TAK CUJTBHO PaHEH, U BU[S, YTO €ro
JKU3Hb B ontacHoCTH, Ciou BaHbUyaHb B3/IeTEN U 3aKpUyal.

(Koner1 9TOM T'J1aBHI)
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