Croit BaHbYyaHb YUXHYII ¥ OCTABUJ POT OTKPHITHIM: "K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KaK OHU MPUAYT YOUTh TEOS,
6o1och, T yKe Oymelrs Hape3aH Ha ¢apir'.

"Ia? Msl Mornu 0wl morpo6oBaTh!" L1t0 BaHau 4uxHy U cKa3ajl C MpadyHOU YJILIOKOM.

Bes3aboTtHoe noBenerue Lot Banbnu no-HacrosmemMy Haxmypuio Cioi Barbvuyass. Lol Banbnu
OOCTHUT COBEPIIEHCTBA, U HUKTO U3 3PUTEJIEN He MOT ObITh Iyulle Hero. Eciu 65l 3TO OBIIO
cpaxenue, Cioii Baubuyans u Ban fAdHae, 9Tu MOjI0oble TeHEepPakl BMECTe MOTJIHA OBl OBITEH B
COCTOSIHMY TTOMMaTh B IOBYWIKY L{to¥f BaHb/THM, HO OHU He OCMeIUINCh Obl TOOeOUTh Cerka, ¥ ITO
noJkHa Oblta OBITH TsXKenas 1eHa. Eciu 0wl 11t0 Banbiy He Opascs v He PeIInI BHITaCKUBATh, 9TO
Ob1710 OHI elrle cioxkHee. AGCOMIOTHO HUKTO HE CMOXKET ero yiepxkaTh, flaxke ¢ JobaBneHrueM (GIHCIH U
IVHIIaHLCKUX IBapaereB. boesoi xymoxHUK Kpyra CoBepiieHCTBa, HECOMHEHHO, OBIN
Ype3BBIYalHO CTPAIIHBIM CYIIECTBOBAaHUEM B MaJIeHbKOM CMEPTHOM MUDE.

"LIro BaHbiy, HOLIIO OO 3TOTO0 MOMEHTa, THL BCE ellle X04elllb YIIOPCTBOBAThL B CBOEU OEePKUMOCTH?
Pa3Be TH He myMaelrs 3a ce0s1, U He JyMaellb 3a CBoero chiHa?" Cioit BaHbuyaHb.

"Tlama! 2Ku3Hb MOETO ChIHA HE CTOUT ¥ rpoina! Hukorma He O3B0 UM yTrpoxkaTh Te0e pebenkom!"

Stot Lokt FOHYXKYH B KpUTHYECKUIM MOMEHT ObLIT JOBOJIbHO KECTKUM, Befisl cebs Tak, Kak OyATo OH
y2Ke OCTaBWJI XKU3Hb U CMEPTH 103aau, 3acTaBnsis Cioi BoHbuyaHb ¥ OpOBU OPyTuX OOPO3OUTH ellle
OoJIbIIe.

"Xopommii ceiH! 4 He 3ps Teba TpeHUpoBas! He BomMHYyMCS, OHU HE OCMEUIUCH OBl HUYETO ¢ TOOOU
cHenaTth, gaxe ecyu Obl y HUX OblJIa COTHS KHUIIOK".

"IIt0 Baubnu, TH CIUIIKOM nepenofiHeH! 4 orpy6mo [{io FOHUXKYH r'osI0BY, YTO ThHI MOXKEIIb CO MHOU
coenats?" BaH fHOe X07I0QHO Xparer.

JIuno Liro Baubnu G110 HamoHEHO Npe3peHueM "V Tebst XBaTUT Ayxy mompoboBaTh! Eciu Mot ChIH
YMPpET, 5 IOXOPOHIO BMECTe C HUM BCeX XKUTenen Bcero ropoga OupuxyH!"

"MecTb Maiin3a, TH C yMa comen?!"

Takue KpoBaBhIe CJIOBA Cpa3y e BRI3BA/IM IIpaBemHoe HerogoBauue Croi Banbuyans. Lo Banbmu o
CHUX TIOP OCTAETCS YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIH I0KEPTBOBAJI JKU3HSIMH BCEX JIIOfeH B TOPoae pagu
norpeGeHust CBOETO ChIHA?

"Xaxaxa... 3T0 BB, pebsiTa, cymacieqnmue, a He 51! 4, Ll1o Baubnu, npeponpenenes HebecaMu, U 3TOT
TPOH NPUHALJIEeXUT MHe!"

"Monoper, Lo Banwsnu, Torna s He omubancs HacueT Tebs!" Korga Lo BaHbmu cX0Ouii ¢ yMma,
BHE3aITHO Pa3dascs ClIerkKa XPHUIIIbIA I'0JI0C, HAallOJIHEHHBN CIIOKOMHBIM B JOCTOMHEIM TOI0COM. Kak
OynTo B 3TOM rojioce ObII0 KaKoe-TO BOJIIIeOCTBO, BeCh 3ajl IIPaBUTEILCTBA TYT 2Ke IOTPY3UJICS B
CMEePTEeNbHYI0 TUIIUHY.

Ciolt Banbuyans 1 YV [1aol3sl CMOTPENH APYT APYTY B r'7la3a, ¥ 00a MOTJIM CKa3aTh, UTO CEPALE
IPYTOoro 4yBCTBOBAJIO Cce0s TaK, KakK OyYOTO OHO BOT-BOT BHINIPHITHET M3 UX I'JIOTKKA HECKOJIBKO pas.
9TOT rojyoc OBIT UM 3HAKOM, HO 3TO TaKxXKe OBIJIO YTO-TO, YETO OHU He CIIBIIIANM YKe HEKOTOPOoe
BpeMSI.

"Oreir... Oten!?" B aTo BpeMs, mpuHIiecca bait Die, elrle 6omnbiile, Kak ecinu Obl OHa OblNla TOpazkeHa
37IEKTPUYECKUM TOKOM, ee MaJleHbKOe TeJI0 JP0oxKaso 60Jblie, 4eM HEMHOT'0, ee TJ1a3a, OTHLe



CPOYHOCTH K ToNocy HampaBneHue mocMOTpETIO.

PeanbHOCTE He pa3odapoBaia bai [Iu, , KOHEYHO Xe, OHa BHUAEJIa 4eJioBeKa, KOTOPOTo XoTejla
YBULETD.

Vimnepatop Bait XKenbmanb u3 uMmnepuu LluH KOHDB, X0TS OH OB IPUKOBAH K IIOCTENIX MHOTO JIET,
€ro TeJjio BCe ele OBII0 BRICOKUM U KpenkuM! OfmeTrHIl B 30JI0TOM MaHTHIO OPaKoHa, C KOPOHOU U3
[EeBSITU XKEMYYXKUH U JIETIIIMMY IpaKOHAMHU Ha T'0JI0Be, OH 00J1afial BeIMUeCTBEHHBIM BULOM U
YCTOMYUBEIMY IIaTaMHU, ¥ BOIIEN MefJIeHHO. He rOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO TaKOM BCEMOTYIIEH
MMIIEPAaTOPCKOM aypHl, CTYNUBIIeH Ha He00 1 3eMIIi0, OBLIO JOCTATOUYHO, YTOOHI TOTPSICTH BCEX
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX!

"Barrie BeICO4eCTBO, S... s paCIIbIBYATOrIa3bi? Wnu s... s1 Bo cHe?" ['sans Ha OelleHbld 1
cepneunbi bait 2Kenbians, Xy LI3uHIM co clie3aMy Ha T'Jla3ax OBIJT B3BOJIHOBaH, a I'oJioC ero gpoxarl
OT cTpaxa! Barman.

"9T0 He OLLI HU 3aKaT Ijia3, HU COoH!

Ham WmnepaTtop onste... onats BcTan!" ['napns Ha bait Yxenbuians, Ciol BoaHb4yaHb, Ka3asoch,
BEPHYJICS K OHSAM BOCTOKA ¥ 3amaja, K KpPOBOIIPOJIUTHIO U CTpacTu. [lapa Ky/laKoB, He MOXKET He
CJKMMaThb BCe CUIIbHEE U CUJIbHEE, laXKe eCJIM HOTTH IIPOH3a0T IIJI0OTh, He YYBCTBYET 00IH,
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKHO ITOYYBCTBOBATE - 3TO CEPAEYHOCTE U 6e3yOepKHOCTh. [I0TOpOIHUCH!

Bce rnasa Oviiu chokycrpoBaHh Ha Tene bali Yxk9Hb4YKaHSA, U He ObUIO IpeyBeIndyeHneM CKa3aTh,
YyTO B 3TO BpeMs bait UkKaHbYKIHb ObUI 1eHTPOM Bcero Mupa! Bech 3anm Accambiien, ceitdac
IIepEeoIHEeHHEIN JTI0OObMY, HO 3aMep3Iuii 6e3 HaMeKa Ha LIyM, Iafalollye UTOJIKY CIIBIIHEL, KaK
OynTo 3amMep3IIue, YTo gesaeT JIIonu He MOTJIU AbIIATh.

"Oren!" INpunnecca ba#i-YkaHbbIIaHb O0JIBINE HE MOTJIA IOOABISATL CBOE BOJIHEHHE, 00Ie3HEHHO
KpHuy4asa 1 jietesia B 00bsaTust ban-Uxaubp-Ilans.

[TepBoe, 4TO 5T X04Y CHeNlaTh, 3TO U30ABUTHLCSA OT CTapHuKa. [TorjmaxuBas Bonock 6enoi 6a604YKy, OH
MSITKO cKa3all: "Mos 6abouka, 9TH IIOCIeqHUe HeCKOJILKO JIeT, Koraa Tebe ObUIO HeHCTBUTEIILHO
TsXKeno".

Bait [Tu yke OblJI B3BOJTHOBAH, HO, YCbIIIaB cyioBa baii 2KeHbIinaHs, Bce 00Uk, KOTOphIe OLLIN B €€
ceprLe 3a MOoCIefHre HeCKOJIBKO JIET, BEUIMINCh HApyXKy, ¥ OHA TPOMKO 3alljlakajia Ha MecCTe.

OTa mapa 0Tlla U JOoYepy MOTJIa CUATAThCS BOCCOEOUHEHNEeM Iocie orpabienusi, 1 BaHIOHT He X0OTeN
nx OecrokouTh. HemHoro ynebasce, BMecte ¢ CyH [lao Bali, oH npuiien Ha cTopoHy Cion
BonpuyaHns.

"BoHIOYKa, Thl HAKOHEII-TO T0TOBa oka3aThk ce0a?" Buns Bau [lonra, Cioit BaHbuyaHb He MOT He
IIOCMESATHCS U He ITPOKIISCTE.

Bau [loHT ropsKo yneibHYICS U cKa3an: "Cocrosinue Ero BennuyectBa MmepaTopa CHOBa
MU3MEHUJIOCh, HEOXKUIAHHO, I09TOMY ITOTPe00BaNIOoCh HEMHOTO JOTIOTHUTENIBHOTO BpeMeHu. UMeTh
OEeOyIIKY, X035IMHa U OO0 TUTPa B IIOKE - 9TO AEeUCTBUTEIbHO I'pex AoTuHra".

I'me rpex? OueBupHO, 3T0 Gonbias 3acnyra! Cioit BaHbuyaHb cMesiiach ¥ pyrajiach, HO 3TO OBLIO
BCETO JIMIIb TPUTBOPCTBO. [axe ecnu Ob1 Ban [JOHT OBIT II0-HACTOSIIEMY BUHOBEH, 0010Ch, OH He
3axoTesl OBl er0 HaKa3hiBaTh.



[TomaxuBas pykoH, oH cupocuil: "Ero BenuuectBo MMnepaTop MOMHOCTHIO U3TIEUMICS OT 60ne3Hu?".

Korpga Cioit BaHbuyaHb 3afial 3TOT Bopoc, O0poBu BaHbiyHa HEBOJIBHO MOpUIMINCh. Kak pas B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTTla OH coOuparscs roBoputh, CyHb [lao0aii, KOTOPHIY OBIT HAa CTOPOHE, LIENKHYI:
"ECTeCTBEHHO, OH IMOJIHOCTHIO BBI3HOPOBEN! ITO OUTS CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX CPencTB Ao Tunr
TIOUCTHHE YIUBUTENILHO U OTKPBIIO MHe ri1a3a Ha CyHb [laobait! B Oynyiem, nepen J0THHTOM,
Oonbllle He yIIOMUHAaNTe clIoBO "CBsAToM Menuk", uHayue 3TO CTapoe JINI0 MOero Myxa Oymet
KpacCHeTh OT CThIma".

C atum nepepriBoM oT CyH [JaoOai, cioBa, gocturinue ry0 BanmoHra, ObIIA IPOTJIOYEHH B OTBET, U
OH BBRIIYCTUJI MATKUY B300X. [IpocTo Cioii BaHbYyaHb U OCTaNIbHEIE B 3TOT MOMEHT OBLIM B BOCTOPTE,
U1 HUKTO He 3aMeTHJl.

"Vpa! fo Tunr, Tl Beieyusn 60ne3ub MMnepartopa, 3To Oonbinas 3acnyra! Bes UMnepus 3eneHbIx
O0nakoB, COTHA MUJIJIMOHOB JIIOf€el, BCe OHU [OIKHHEL BaM orpoMHYyI0 ycayry!" Turp LI3uHim nepxan
Bau [JoHra 3a pyKy 4 cKa3saJl, YTO paf.

"9T0 IPOCTO MOATSXKKA PYKHU, CI0Ba AAOU TUrpa CIUIIKOM BaxHE". KpoMe TOro, umMnepaTop
SIBJIIETCS IIPaBUTEJIEM CTPAHEI ¥ BIIACTEJIMHOM [JECATH THICAY YesioBeK. Kak uneH umnepuu Llua
KOHb, MOH JOMNT - UCIIeIUTh UMIIEpPATOpPa”.

"Xopo1iuo cka3zaHo! He ropouTcst CBOUMU OOCTUXKEHUSAMU, 3TO BHYK Moero Ciou Baubrausa!" Ciou
BaHbuyaHb BEICOKO OIIEHUJ €T0, Tsas Ha BaH [oHra, ¥ yeM 60Jbllle OH HA HET0 CMOTPEI, TEM
KOM(MOpPTHEE OH CTAHOBHUIICS.

"Ter HEe MoxeIs ObITh MMmepaTopoM! ThI, momkHO ObITH, anbmmBKa!" Kak pas Torga, Korma
atmocdepa Ovlyla cCrioKOWHOM, 1110 BaHb/IM BHE3AIMMHO 3apeBesi, Kakoe Gpuacko!

"Orer..." Bait [Ja# moBepHYyJCs, YTOOB TOCMOTPETh Ha bak YxkeHIIaHb ¢ BoTHeHUEM. X0Ts 3TO Oblyia
OTJINYHas HOBOCTD, YTO Bali 2KeHbIIaHb BEI3HOPOBET ITOC/Ie 60NE3HU, CUTyallds Ha JaHHBIA MOMEHT
IEeNCTBUTENLHO He Oblyla ONTUMUCTAYHON. BHYTpEHHNE U BHEIIHNUE TPYOHOCTH

Buuzy, g 6oiock, uto baii ZKeHbiaHio OyoeT TpyaHO BepHYThcs Ha Hebeca.

Bait 2KeHbI1aHb Kavas ronoBoi Ha baii [Ty, curHanusupys ei, 4To He CTOUT OE€CIIOKOUTHCS. 3aTEM OH
obpaTumn cBoy B3rsad Ha L{to BaHbIH, KOTOPHIH OBIT B SPOCTH, ¥ MeJIeHHO cKa3as: "Bpart Lo, s
Oonelo yxKe TPU-TISATH JIET, U S AyMalo, 4To 3T0 Obl1o monroe BpeMs! He odeHs xopoito ¢ ToOoi
mobosTar."

Bait XKenbItanb He Ha3biBall Lo Banbau obuliaaIbHEIM JTUIIOM, HO Ha3kIBaTh €r0 OPaToM - 3TO
IOBOJIBHO IIOKUPYOIIas cuna! B KoHIle KOHIIOB, baii 2KeHbIllaHb, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH TOJIbKO YTO
BBI3JIOPOBEJI ITOCTIE TSKeJou 00JIe3HH, YKe IPOSBUT YOUBHUTEIbHOE caMoo0IafaHue U TAKTUYHOCTG.
LIro#1 BaHbu MpeKpacHo 3Hau, 4To 30B Opata bait 2KeHbIaHsg He UCXOOUI U3 TTTyOUHBI YN B
IEBSATH U3 AECATH CIy4aeB, HO 9TO BCE PABHO BHI3BIBAJIO ¥ HETO YYBCTBO CThIgA, KOTOPOE OH HE MOT
CKPBHITb.

"XBatut! XBaTUT TyT UrpaTh! Ob1IEU3BECTHO, YTO VMIiepaTop HEW3IeunMo 00JIeH U HaXO[AUTCS Ha
cMepTHOM ofipe. KTo, 4epT Bo3bMH, ITPOCHII Bac BhiaTh ce0s 3a Ero BenuuyectBo MMnepaTopa?
[Touemy OvI TeOe He TTOKa3aTh CBOIO MCTUHHYIO CYITHOCTH 10 YacTaM?" Lol Banbnu ckpunen
3ybaMu, He UMes BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPU3HATH, UTO IEepPEe HUM CTOsI uMiepaTop bait YxkeHbinanb U3
uMmnepuu Lluep FOHB.

KoneuHo, OH HEe MOT 3TOr0 IIPDU3HATL, U HE nocmen! Ilocne IIPU3HAHUS, HE TOJIBKO T€ I'PaXKXIOaHCKUE 1



BOEHHBIE MOKHOCTHEIE JTHIA, KOTOPHIX OH MPUHYKAAT U 0OMaHBIBA ¥ 0OMaHBEIBAJI, Cpa3y xKe
TIOBOPAYMBAJIY CBOM KOIbsI IPOTUB HETO, HO ¥ [lecsiThiil. ['eHepan ToXe yIafeT cpa3y, ¥ TOTha eMy u
€ro [IparoleHHOMY CHIHY Herpe OymeT CTOSTh!

"C Tex mmop, Kak THI CPazKaJCs CO MHOM B 3TOM MHUPE U OO CHUX IIOp, IPOLII0 OOJIbIe TPUALIATH JIET,
KOTZla TBI CJIOMaJl ero, BepHo? bonee Tpumiatu et 6paTcTBa, 00jlee TPUALIATH JET OPYXKOLI, He
MOTI# OBl BEI CKa3aTh, HACTOAIINUY S UMK HET?"

III...II

"LIro Banbnwm, 1 HUKOr{a He Ob1 rpy6 ¢ To6oH. A coenan Tebs Mactepom IlltaTa, Ha OGHOTO
yeJi0BeKa HUXKe, Ha NecATh ThCSAY Bhile! Ho moueMy TH BCe ellle HeGarogapeH U fejaelb Takoe,
YTO TaK BO3MYTUTEJILHO 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K Bory u yenoBeky?".

"THl... THI, COOQUMi BOPUINKA, TPUTBOPsIouicsa CeiHoM HebecHBIM, KakK Tl CMEEIIh YUTAaTh MHE
HoTauuu?"

"Iro Banbnu, 3aTKHUCH! Pa3Be TH He OOMIILCS HEOECHOT0 TPOMa, KOT[a BOT TaK OCKOPOJIsSelhb BIacTh
Hebec?" OcranoBuB Llio Banwnu, Cyub [Jlaobait 6pocuics K YUHOBHUKAM U CKa3as: "Baiu
[TpeBocxomuTENLCTBA, XOTS Ero BenuuecTBo U 3apa3usics 3TOM 001e3HBI0, OHA HE CMepTeIbHa!
[ToTsnyB 6marocnoBenre Ero BenuuecTBa, HECKONIBKO OHEM Ha3af s Halllea XOPOILIyi0 GopMyTy H,
HakoHell, Beiteunn Ero BenuuectBo. 910 boxbe OnarocioBenue moeit umnepuu Liua FOHB!"

Herno He B ToM, uTo CyH [ao6aii ObIT HEITHYEH U XOTeN YKpacTh KpenuT Bau [lonra. [IpaBma B TOM,
yto uMs Ban [loHra ObUIO HE TaK TPOMKO, Kak Yy MeUIIMHCKOT0 CBATOT0, ¥ T'PaXkIaHCKNUeE ¥ BOEHHbIE
YUHOBHUKYU MOTYT €My He TIOBEPHUTb.

Kak Tonpko CyHb [lao6aii cKkasas 9To, MeXAy TpaXKIaHCKUMU ¥ BOEHHEIMU YUHOBHUKAMU
pa3BepHYyJlach HeOOHO3HAYHAas OUCKyccusi. Ecnu Ovl 3TO OBLIO 10 CETOMHSIIHET0 IHS, TPaXIaHCKUe U
BOEHHEIE YNHOBHUKY MOTJIM OBl IPEITHYTh OT PAafOCTH, HO CETONHS OHU IEUCTBUTEILHO HEe MOTTIU ObI
OBITH CYaCTNIUBHL. [10TOMY UTO IPSMO Cefidac OHU CTall UCTUHHBIMU ¥ HACTOSAIIMMHU IIpefaTeIsIMu!
Ecnu Bait XKeHbiianb 3aiMeTCS 3TUM AeJI0M, s 60I0Ch, YTO T'OJIOBH BCEX WX CEMBU OYAYT MOTEPSHEL.

Crou Banbpuyans, B3MaxHyB [Jla3aMy, YBUALEI CKBO3b BCe MBICIIH, TYT Ke OTKPHLI POT U CKa3an: "Bamre
BenuuecTBO 3HaET B CBOEM CEPALlE, YTO BCE BB, [OCIIOAA, [IO[BEPIJIUCE IPENATENILCTBY.
OcrnenneHHbIe, BOT I0YeMy OHU CHeJIajid YTO-TO He Tak. MiMIiepaTop MunocepaeH u HUKOIia He
YCJIOXKHUT BCEM XKU3HB!"

'paxxmaHCKUe ¥ BOEHHBIE NOJIXKHOCTHEHIE JIUIA, KOTOPHIX oTpeboBan Lo Baumu, 3aHUMaBIIIHH IBe
TPETH IPHUIBOPHLIX, OB HOBOJIBHO MHOTOYHCIIEHHEI, ¥ €CJIM Obl OHYM OBIIN IIPHUBJIEYEHE K
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH OJUH 3a JPYTHUM, TO 3TO OBIT OB Xaoc.

3akoH He BuHOBaT! Kak Tos1pK0 Ciou BoaHbUYyaHb 3aKOHYUII TOBOPUTH, OH Cpa3y XkKe 3asBUJI O CBOEU
no3uLKU: "MUHUCTPHI, 3TO Takxke pagu Moei umnepuu Luas FOHB! [lyMaTh 0 CTpaHe U HAPOAE - 9TO
He omuOKa, 9T0 focTuxkeHue! 4, s cam, Oyoy Bo3HarpaxaeH ofuH 3a apyrum!”

Cioli Banbvuyans u baii 2KeHbI1aHb, KOTOPHIE AECATAIETUSMY ObIIA TPABUTENISIMA U MUHUCTPAMU,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, UMeJIi HeTacHoe MoHuMaHue. He maBasg YMHOBHMKAM ¥ MUHUCTPAM BpeMeHHU Ha
pa3MblIeHus, ouu mogMurnynu Y [aouu, Turpy LI3unHImM U opyruM MUHUCTPaM ¢pakuuu LIuHb
XyaH ¥ B YHUCOH BCTaIu Ha KojieHu! OH yIaj, ¢ IOTHBIM PTOM I10XBaJlbl!

(Kowneri riaBhl)
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