FOBOPHT, YTO BEJIMKUN YEJIOBEK XOMUT TI0 MHDPY, HUKOT'Ida HE 3Has, 9YTO B rOpe €CThb TUTD, 4UTO,
KOHEYHO, 3BY4YHUT I'repOn4eCKH, HO KOT'ld AeJI0O JOXOOUT N0 KPUTHYIECKOI'0 MOMEHTA, KOI'la OeJI0
OOXOOUT OO TOT'0, YTO 3TO MEUCTBUTENILHO TakK, 3TO YTO-TO apyroe.

Ybi0 XXKM3HB HEe HaloT poguTenu? CKOIBKO JTI0fel MOTYT UMETh TaKOe TBOpeHue, KakK v Bau [loura, u
HayvaTh XXKU3Hb 3aHOBO? 2K13Hb ObINIa paroleHHa ¥ HUKOTa He Morja ObITh BEIOPOIleHa Ha BeTep
IIPOCTO TaK, HO TO, 4TO GBIT0 TTepen Bau [JOHTOM B 9TOT MOMEHT, OBIIIO TOJIBKO OTHUM CIIOCOO0M, He
ObLI0 mpyroro BrIGOPa.

"Pacnyctute gpiM!" C yKycoM CTaNbHBIX 3y00B, BaHOOHT TPOCTO OTKPHIICS.

BoxkecTBeHHOe OpyXkHe B ero pyKe AUKO TaHIIEBaJI0, U PAcCesHHbIM Med L[ BOTHUI, IUCTH 30JI0TOTO
cBeTa, oTOpachBas BaH [IOHT, KaK BOCXOfsIllee COJIHIIE HA BOCTOKE, CUSIOIIee U BHYIIUTEIbHOE. ITO
OblTa IocyieqHs s Hamexkma Bau JToHra, a TakxXKe IOCIenHss cTaBka Bau [loura.

"2KuBol UMM MEPTBBIM, TOIBKO IIOCMOTPUTE Ha 3TOT Mey!"

ITocpenu mopeIBECTOrO peBa BaH JloHTa, 307I0TOM CBET, CHEIaHHBIM XKEeCTOKMM Me4doM LIu, Kak
IITOPM, OOpYIIHMIICS Ha orpoMHYyIo ¢purypy Kyus [1aHa.

[Toutu Bech [Tao Llu B ero Tene OB CTYIIEH B 3TOT MeY, ¥ KOTa 30JI0TOM CBET MOKPHUT KyHb I13H,
Ban [loHT 1049yBCTBOBaJI T'OJIOBOKPY2KEHKE U yIajl PsIMO U3 CPegHero Bo3ayxa Ha 3eMiito. HecmoTps
Ha TO, YTO KOCTHY Tejia Bau [loHra OBITM KPETKUMH, MTafeHue OBbIJI0 HEeJIETKUM.

Ho B 970 Bpems, rae Bau JloHT 3a60Tuiicst o ToM, 4TOOH IakaTh OoT 6omu? Ilapa rias ycTaBuiiach Ha
Kyusb-I1eHr, He oCcMenUBasACh COBUHYTHCA C MECTA.

Ataxa Ban [JoHra Ovlsa HaCTOJIBKO SIPOCTHOM, YTO TPYOHO OBIJIO MIPEeCTaBUTh, YTOOH KTO-HUOYOb
BBIKHJI TIOCJIe TAKOT'O HallafieHus ¢ ero cTopoHul. Ho aTo cmenan KyH IleHr, u... ¥ Ha caMoOM fejie OH
ObLIT HEBPETUM.

Kak cunbHO Ban [JoHT x0Tesn, 4TOOB OH ORI OcNienieH U 3abiyxKpancs, Ho ¢GakThl Obid (paKTaMu, U
TJI5109 Ha CBUPENOro ApakoHa u Turpa Kyss [1sna, Bas [[oHT mo-HaCcTOAIMIEMY ITOYYBCTBOBAI BKYC
OTYaSHUA.

CaMBIM CHUJTBHBIM, CPAaBHUMBIM C 602K€CTBEHHBIM TAa0CCKUM IapcTBOM KyH [13H, Ha camMoM fese He
ObL10 TOTO, C YeM Bau [IoHT Mor ObI CIIPABUTHCS, HazKe ecyid Ol y Hero Oblja CUTbHAS BOJIS U
OeccTpalllHblil OyX, Bce 3TO ObIJI0 OBl HAIIPACHO.

"Xopormwui 3Bepb, cunTal Te0s 6e3xkanocTHeIM!" BaH [IOHT TOPHKO YIABIOHYJICS ¥ TIOKadas I'0JI0BOH,
II0BEPHYB I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY Cs10 JlaHTra ¥ OCTaJIbHEIX.

Vi3dHavanbHO OH AyMall, YTO, HECMOTPS HYU Ha YTO, CMOXKET yBIeYb 3a coboit aToro Kyun-IleHra, HO Ha
caMoM fieJie epeoleHus cebs. ITo OBITI0 XOPOIIIo, He TOJIBKO eT0 KU3Hb OBIJI0O TPYAHO CIIACTH, HO S
6osinics, 4yTo maxe Csio JIOHT u Apyrue Takxke OyAeT TPYOHO yOexKaTs.

Ho 210 651710 XOPOIII0, IT0 KpalHen Mepe, He OBII0 OBl CITUIITKOM CKYYHO ¥ OJUHOKO Ha IyTH B
IIOTYCTOPOHHUU MUp!

O2KOI2KO!!!

B mmnenuu ria3a Bal [JoHra BHe3anHo noteMHenu, U KyH [leHr cTynun nepeqs HUM Ha OOUH Iuar.
BaHOOHT TOCMOTPEN BBEPX, UYBCTBYS Ce0sl CTOSAIIMM Tepel HEOOCTYIIHOM U BeJIMUYeCTBEHHOU T'OPOH,



€JUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT ITOYYBCTBOBATE - 3TO CBOIO CO6CTB€HHY1§O HHUYTOXKHOCTH, MAJIEHBKYIO, KaK
ITbIJIb, IIJIABAOIIYI0 Ha HeOe U Ha 3eMie.

"Hy, aT0 cTOUT TOrO, 4TOOH yMepeTh B pykKax KyH IleHra, sTa K1U3Hb TOr0 CTOUT!"

Kak roBopsT, eciu Thl OOUIILCS IO KPAaUHOCTH, T 00JIbIle He Oynelns 60AThCs. B 3T0O BpeMs,
cronkHyBmuck ¢ Kyn [Tenrom, Baugonr Ovin ciokoeH, KyH [TeHT mOCMOTpeN Ha HETO, U OH
nocMoTpen Ha Kyn [Tenr. OnuH 4eoBeK U OfgHa IITHIIA, IPOCTO TMISIAS APYT Ha Apyra, aTMocdepa
Obllla HECKOJIBKO CTPAHHOM.

BuesamHo ronoBa Kyub-IIeHra, mogHsTast BHICOKO, Pe3KO0 OMYCTHUIIACh, @ €r0 OTPOMHBIN M OCTPHIM POT,
CJIOBHO CTa/IbHOM KPIOK, TPOMOIKal MUTATh IOl COTHEYHBIM CBETOM XOJIOMHBIM CBETOM, KOTOPHIN
MOT 3aMOPO3UTh YbIO-TO KPOBb.

Cepane Ban JloHTra 4yTh He BRIIPBHITHYJIO M3 TOpJa, U 1 60I0Ch, YTO OH IPEBPATUTCS B Ky4y IIJIOTHU 3a
CEKYH[Iy C 3TUM PTOM.

BaHOOHT XOTeN CIIpSITaThCs, HO IIOTOM IToyMall, rae cupsaTatbesa? [lepen atum KyHb-TleHrom BooOIie
He OBIJIO CMBICIIA TIPS TAThCS.

Ill_-[aq)| 1]
CTpaHHHI} IIyM TOHOCHJICS U3 HUOTKY[a, HO 3TO He OBLIO...

9To ObIn 3BYK, Korga Bau [Joura npon3un 2Kenesusiit poT KyH IleHr, nnuHHas KpacHasi TEHb,
KOTOpas SPOCTHO, KaK MOJIHUS, IIPOKaTHIack mo nuuy Ban [Jonra, u Bau J[IoHT OBl COBEPIIEHHO
HeCIIOCO0eH 3all[UTUTLC.

"Yr0... uTo 3T0!?" BaH [JOHT ITOACO3HATEIBHO KOCHYJICA F'OPCTKU CBOETO JIUIA, II0JIHOT0 JIMIIKOTO,
MOKPOTO, HEU3BECTHOT 0 **,

Kak pas Torma, Korpia oH ObIl1 COUT C TOJIKY, YTO AJIMHHAS, KpacHas TeHb, CHOBA OPOCHIICS Ha BCTPeUy
C HUM T0JI0BO#. Ha 3TOT pa3 BaHOoHT scHO yBUAEN, YTO 9T0 OblI 53bIK KyH [19Ha!

Torpa BaHmOHT MOYYBCTBOBAJ XKYXKXKaHUE B JKUBOTE ¥ HECKOJILKO pa3 KaKaJl, IPSIMO He B CUJIax
YCTOSITh, OTKPEIB POT, YTOOH! THEBHO IPOK/IMHATE: "TH 3BEPH, THI UTO, IBITAEIIHCS 0O CMEPTH
OoTBpaTuTh MasneHbKoro Yuurtensa'"?

Ba#n [ToHr sipocTHO npeiran K HoraM, HO KyH IleHr, Ka3anocs, IPUCTPACTUIICS K JIEBOMY U IIPaBOMY
S3bIKY, ¥ Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MTHOBeHU u1lo BaH [JoHra He TOJIBKO CTaJIo BJIa’KHBEIM, HO U €Tr0 TeJIO0
IIOYTH IIPOMOKJIO CHIPBIM.

ITo mpaBpe roBopsi, 9Ta cioHa KyH [TeHra neiicTBUTENIbHO He BOHSIA, HA000pOT, OHAa TaK¥kKe
U3Ny4dana HeoObsICHUMBIN 9K30TUYECKUM apOMaT, KOTOPEIH OB HECKOIBKO MPHUSATHO MaxHYTh. HoO
Kak ObI BKYCHO He TIaXJI0, BCe PaBHO 3TO OblIa CJTI0HA, ¥ BaH JIOHT, HAKOHEIl, He CMOT yaepPXKaThCs U
CKJIOHHUJICS K PBOTE.

Kak pa3 korga BaH [lonra psano no cMepty, KyH [IeHr BHe3anHO yoapul CBOUM OTPOMHEIM IIPaBLIM
KPBUIOM II0 HallpaBJieHu1o K Ban [loHTYy.

Bups Takyio cutyanuio, Ban [IoH He TOJIBKO He YyBCTBOBAJI CTPaxa, HO ¥ OB UYpe3BEIYaNHO
B3BOJIHOBaH. BMecTo TOro, 4T00H OBITHE OOJILHEIM IO CMEPTH OT 3TOTO IIJIOCKOBOJIOCOTO 3BEPs, OBITH
3a0UTEIM [0 CMePTH OBLI0 OB, HECOMHEHHO, JTyUIIIUM CII0COO0M [IJiT HETO YMEPETh.



OpmHako, KOrfa KphUThs TPHU3EeMIIMINCE Ha CiuHY BaH JloHra, BaH [IOHT He IOYyBCTBOBAJ HU
Martedien 6omu, u moxaonsiBaHue KyH I1aHa OBIJI0O HEXKHEBIM 3a ITpefie/laMy ero BOOOpakeHusI.

"Tel... "Cepaue Ban [loHa IphITHYJIO, ollapalleHo u nocMorpeso Ha KyH [lenr. Tonpko Toraa o
IIOHSJI, YTO mapa anbix rna3 KyHs [19Ha, u3HayaibHO HAIOJTHEHHBIX 0XKEeCTOYEeHHOU aypoy, yKe
IaBHO IepecTana ObITh YOUNCTBEHHOM, U TO, UTO OCTAJIOCh, Ha cCaMOM fiejie ObLIO... TEMIOM, KaK y
CTaporo gpyra.

Ban [IoHT TakzKe 3HaJl, YTO Bce OecCMepPTHLIe 3BepH OBIIM B HEKOTOPOU CTeleHu OyX0oBHEL Ho 3T0
OB TIepBLIN pa3, Korfga Ban [JoHT yBUOEN TaKoro ke AyxoBHOTo, Kak KyH Ilenr. B mogzeMHOM Mupe,
OH TOJILKO YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO TOT, KTO CTOUT Ilepel HUM 0oJiblile He 6eCCMEpPTHHIM 3Bepb, HO KUBOH,
OBIIIAIINY YeJI0BeK C O0raThIMU SMOLMIME, HEOTIHUYNMBIMHU OT HETO.

"Choo~choo~~"

He 3Ha10, GBI T 3TO IICUX0JIOTMYECKUH JIeBHIY UM [IPABEIY, HO B 9TO BpeMs, B yIllaX BaHAyHa, Jaxe
munenne Kyus [IsHa cTano HaMHOTO MATYe.

"THL... THL He X0TeJl yOUBaTh MeHs, BepHO?" BaH[asn ocTascs ollapaiieHHbM, a Haa cipocurna.

"Ixomxo!" IToxoxe, uto Kyns ITeHr noHsn cinoBa Bau [loHra, ¥ Ha camoM fejie ebeTan, Korga
KHUBaJl I'OJIOBOM.

Ban JIoHT OBLIT IPSIMO OIIEJIOMJIEH, OH TaK¥e 3HaJl, YTO Y HEero XOPOIIUY XapaKTep, HO OH He 0XKUMIAJ,
4YTO OH OyeT HAaCTOJILKO XOPOII, ¥ ObLJI IPSIMOJIMHENHO HEMHOT'O COUT C TOJIKY.

"Het!" BaH J10HT, KOTOPBIY YCIIOKOUIICSI, BCKOPE CHEeal OTKPHITHAE. T0, 9YTO AeNCTBUTEIHHO
nHTepecoBaso KyHs [TeHra, Ka3amoch Obl, He OH caM, a Med B ero pyKe, KOTOPOMY Tellephb He XBaTallo
€OUHCTBEHHOI0 HaKOHEeYHUKa!

[Tapa rna3 Kyub [IeHra cMoTpenu Ha Med, Kak Oy[ATO OHK YKOPEHUJIUCh B 9TOM MecTe. ['71a3a
CTI0KHBIM 00pa30M CMECTHUJIUChH, B TO BPpeMS KaK B3TJISIT BRISIBUJI CBOETO POa BOCTOPXKEHHOE
BHUMaHUe, Kak 6yTO OHO OBLIO TIOrPYyKEHO B HEKME BOCIIOMUHAHUS, HECTIOCOOHEIE YOEXKaTh.

KoHeuHO, 3T0 Bce OBUIM YyBCTBa U IPeANonoxenus: Ban [JoHTa, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH HE ObLJT KPYTJIBIM
yepBeM B xkenynke Kyn [1aHa.

"“THI... THI X04elb 3TOT Me4?" BaH [IOHT MOOCO3HATENbHO epenan cBoii Med KyH IleHry.

Ky'HB [IeHr, 0DHAKO, BHE3AIIHO BRIITYCTHUII IINUIIE€HWE U COEJIAll TPU IIard Ha3ad[, IIPDUKOCHOBEHNE
TpemneTa 6bICTpO Ka4HYJIOCE B €0 I'yla3aX.

"Tvl 3HaEIIb UCTOPUIO 3TOTO Mevya? MoxeT ObITh, y TeOs eCTh KaKasi-TO CBSI3b C 3TUM MedoM?"
Brictynnenue KyH I1a3Ha noaTBepausio nogo3penus B cepaue Bax [lonra, u Ban [IoHT B3BOIHOBAJICA.
O npoucxoXmeHUU 3TOr0 Meya, OH Bceraa Obll

HepasrapanHas TaiiHa B cepAle Ban [loHra, Ka3ajlo0Ch, HAIIX MOACKA3Ky B 9TOT MOMEHT, ¥ OH
Hen36exKHO OBIJT HEMHOT'O B3BOJIHOBAH, CIIPAIlMBasi, KaK XKeMUyKHas CTpesa.

K coxarneHnuio, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO KyHb-TIeHT SBIsSeTCS YPE3BHIYaHO BEICOKOCOPTHBIM
6ecCMepTHBEIM 3BepeM, OH He SIB/ISIETCS YeJI0BEKOM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, M HE MOXKET TOBOPUTH Ha
YyeJi0Be4eCcKOM s13bIKe. OH MOT TOJIBKO INe0eTaTh U MUIEeTh, ¥ BOOOIIe He MOT pa300paThCs B
3aMeniaTensCcTBe Bau JloHTra.



II'(_II/IpH~~~II
Kak pas torma, korpma Bau [Jonr 6ecniokouicst o ToM, Kak obuiatbes ¢ Ky [1snom, Kyn [19H BHe3anHo
mas OJIUHHBINA CBUCTOK, TIOBEPHY CBOIO (DOPMY Tella M HallpaBUJI CBOIO 3afHUIly Ha BaH [loHra.

Bau [loHT ObLI IOKMPOBAH U cobupancs cupocuts y KyH [1sHa, 94TO OH X04eT cHefaTh, KOrfa BAPYT
pa3gancsd TPOMKHUM B3PHIB, U, He NOXKUAasICh peakuuu Ban [loHTa, ero cpa3dy &Ke CMETHYJIO CUJIbHOE
TeUeHMe BO3[yxa, CMelLIaHHOe CO CllelaMu CTPaHHOI0 3alaxa.

[Tocne mpu3eMneHus Ha 3eMII0, Bce Teslo Ban [loHra OBLIIO CMYIEHO, OH... €70 Ha CaMOM fefie
cHeco nepmpexoM KyH [lenra!l

Yépt! Yro aTo 3HauuT? CekyHay Ha3am oHu ¢ KyH ITeHroM qOoBOJIBHO XOPOIIO 00IANCh, CEKYHOY
cmycTst oH OblT oTOpBaH OT KyH [IeHTa, TOBOPSIT, YTO KEHIIUHEI OBICTPO ITOBOPAYUBAIOT APYTYIO
meKy, Ho 9ToT KyH IleHr siBHO elle GricTpee!

Kpowme TOro, maBauTe IpoCTO IIOBEPHEM APYIYIO 11eKy, Ban [JOHT IOTOB I10KePTBOBATh CBOUM TEJIOM,
4yTOOB! CTATh Y€JI0BEKOM B JIt060M ciiydae. Ho eCTh MUJIIMOH CIIOCOO0B yMepeTh, HO KAKOW CMBICTT
OBITH pPa3maBlIEeHHEIM [0 cMepTH nepaexkoM? OH He 6osiyIcsS cMepTH, HO OH, BaH [loHT, 6osIcs
yMmepeTh TpsmnKoit! EcTs 11 criocob yMepeTh XyxKe, 4eM ObITh 3aCTPE/IeHHEIM ITepPAyHOM?

Yyx-yyx!

TouHO Tak Xe, Kak ceppnue Ban [lonra Mopocuso BojiHaMu THeBa, KyHb [1eHr Ha caMoM [fejie morHaml
ellle OOVH [JIMHHBIA CBUCTOK, BCe ellle IeJiach B 3agHuuy BaH [loHra co craHgapTHEIM "[lyKarommMm
Obpymenuem Ctung"!

"BepHucs! Trl 3Beph, TH HE CIIMIIKOM CHJIBHO M3MeBaelIbcs Haf monbmu!" Ban [JOHT OB B SPOCTH U
cobuparscs cpaXkaThCs 0 CMEPTH, KOTAa BOPYT pa3fajicsd CTPAHHBIN CTYK U OOIIEN [0 ero YIIeHn.

BaHOOHT TOYMHUJI I'/Ta3a U YBUAET KPyTiiyio 6enyio HepUTOBYIO IITYKY, BEIKATHIBAIOIIYIOCS 13
3agHulb KyH [1eHra.

"9T0 Kakamku?" Bosockl BaugoHra cTosimy Ha KoHIle. Ecnu OBl B 9TOM MHpe CyIeCcTBOBasl Oojee
OTCTOMHBIM CIIOCOO YMEPETh, UEM YMEPETD OT IEePHEKHOT0 KoJlarnca, To, HECOMHEHHO, OH ObLI OB
IIOXOPOHEH 3aXKMBO KaKalllkaMH.

BaHIOHT MOCO3HATENIFHO OTCTYIIX/I Ha HECKOJIBKO IIAar0B Ha3af, TOJIBKO YTOOH! YCIIBIIIATE My Qa,
9TOT KPYIJIbIA 00BEKT, POCTO CKATHUIICS K HOoraM BaHpmowra. I'me OBIZI0 OTIMYUTE, 9TO OBIJIO IBHO
STUII0, OYeHb OOJIBIIIOe, TAKOE JKe BRICOKOEe, KaK M MyXK4KHa!

"3T0... 9T0 TBOE Hi110?" BaH JToHT OBLT OIIeIOMJIEH, OH MaXKe U He MedTasl O TaKOM.

KYHBHSH HEOOHOKPATHO KKUBaAJl TOJIOBOM, 1 €ro rjia3a Ha CaMOM neiie OBLIH HAIlOJTHEHBI MAaTE€PHUHCKHUM
CUSIHUEM.

910 mercTBUTENbHO ObITO stiI0 KyH ITenra! Ceparie Bau [ToHra OBIIO B IIOKE ¥ IIOCIIEIITHO 3aKPEIIHII0
T7la3a Ha Sule.

B koHI1Ile KOH1IOB, 9T0 671 KyHb [1eHT, u gaxe sii110, KOTOPOE OH OTKJIAALIBaJI, OBIIO TAKUM KPYTJIbIM!
Korpa oH cmpammBan, BaHgoHr BHUMaTenbHO usydan auno Kys Ilenr. Ecnu 6wl oH He 0BT
CBUETEJIEM IIpoliecca poxageHus 3Toro aua Kys [1s8, BaHgoHT He MOT [TIOBEPUTSH, YTO 3TO SULIO.



Benas suuyHas cKopiymna Obllia JeWCTBUTENILHO TEIION, KakK Oeslblit He(QPHUT, U MO COTHEYHBIM
CBETOM OHa IPOIoIXKaia U3aydaTh 671eCK, KOTOPHIY 0BT HEMHOT'O CBSITHIM M HEMHOT'O TAaUHCTBEHHBIM,
Ype3BHYaHO TEKCTYPUPOBAHHLIM U COOTa3HUTETLHEIM.

[Toka Ban Jour HaGmoman 3a sinoM Ky ITenr, Kys [TeHr BHe3amHO TONKHYII er0 KOTTSIMH K JTHITY
Ban [loHra, u3maBasi HECKOJIBKO ITPOH3UTENIBHEIX 3BYKOB, KOTOPHIE IPOHUKAIHN OJWH 3a OPYTUM C
npoOyxneHueM. Xotsi Ban JIoOHT He MOT IOHSATH ero Inebetanue, neuxeHui Kyn I[1aHa Ov110
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OH TOHSJI. BaHOOHT BHE3AIMHO YCTABUJICS Ha HET0 U C TOHKUM HeJOoBEpueM
crpocus: "THL... THI X04ellb OTHAATh MHE 3TO SUI0?"

[TepBoe, YTO 51 3aMETUJI, 3TO TO, UTO B MUpPE OBIJI0O MHOTO JIIOfel, KOTOPLIe He 3HaIKU 00 9TOM.

(Kowner riaBh)
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